
It was3 just sunset when- the stage
iwas ready t?. go 911, buttb4ere were two
of us wbo did not prop9se to-go that
wvay. We ivero unarrned, 'but de-
termined, aud while the 'stage mum-
bcred off down the rouglih rond: we
fouud a club apiece and Ect out on the
trail of the robbers. Luckily for uSi
the miner had been long- in the coun-
try and seen a goodl deal of the huuter's
life. We therefore had no difUeculty
in followingj the trait untîl darkness
came on. ~le fellows made directly
for the foothifls, and we had no doulit

tha bhyad some sort .of a cave or
stogod out there. They took mat-

ters so coolly that they could not have
been a great way ahlead of us whie.n
darkness fell. 1 was then for restin &
until daylight, but the miner urgea
that we sliould push on. Prom the
topography of the country lie feit cer-
tain that a ravine or rif t would be
found not far awvay. We were then
between the foothilla and the true
muntain, iu a narrow salley, and a
fult moon lad corne up. Without this
liglit we eould flot have made our way,
as the ground was mucli broken aud
bowlders lay thickIy scattered about.

We 'went abead cautiously up this
valley for about a mile, snd of a sudden
a rift opened to the lef t, aud the glare
of a camplire greeted our eyes. It
was flot over two hundred feet away,
and af ter a minute we made out the
forms of the two mon as they seemed
to be preparing supper. We had
fouud them, but what of iL? They lad
ail the arms aud we wero defenseless.
We crept baek a few yards to, hold a
,consultation, and the miner carefully
studied the lay of the land. Ro was
of the opinion that it was - short, dry,
riftwmith a cave at the far end. Thrce
sides wore euclosed by wvals of osrth
and rockz, sud our only way was to at-
tack the men froni above. Hlow hieh.
wo would have to, clirnb, or what tuie
difleulties, wo 2-ould flot say. Wo wvere
flot three minutes decidîng to, maee
thfe attornpt sud we prepared for iL by
leavinz coats, vests, bats, aud boots
'bebind. We be gan the ascent about a
hundredl feet back frorn the mouth of
the rift, and du flot believe two pn
thers could have- doue betteri. Tlhe
side of the monutain was thiekly cov-
ered with cedars, vines, aud rocksand
progress was mnade alrnost eutirely by

.eireèpingt. Once we dreiv ourselves up
a cliff flli. twority feet higli by a
g-rapevçiuebangingdown, and again WC

magEe -use-oL.a.treato-?eek.a-ugier ceq-
,výtion. W.bdbç. rhl
an hqur 1ýfore we ilore of the jrzgeit
in the dire.ctioni of the xiMt Wýe t1-eMu
bad 1> o vè far more caueiousIj,, aùnI
1 .resuraè It was a fuit hour -frômn tkà
tiro w'e left the valley beforée wé e.
on .our stornaola hu'r!ed £eet, aboyver
the campire sud looke4 ovee. -Th&".
men were directly beneatli us, seated
cLuâc togethor, sud were smolanig as
thecounted the money. =

Woliad but one wvay to attaek-
Luckily fgl us iL was a straight & 4-scent. I could luwe droppedl a eom
fair uppn the hat of the man beneath
me. We wcre out upon a rocky sheif.
but there were loose stoues of ill sinu
ail about us. 1 selected- one Weiglilng
about twenty-five pounds, the m"Iiner
got on1e equally as large, andl we careý-
fully crept- back to, the édge with
them. The fal of the smallest peb-
ble would startle the men beiow. sun.
we used as mudli caution as if our
lives would pay the forfe*t. After a
'bit we were ready. The men ha&not
moved. For abont a minute I bost

mnerve. It seemed. a horrible thiu
to do. Had I becs alone I belieyel
should have relented. The miner
seerned to rea<l my thouglits, sudhle
put his moutli to my ear andwhis-
Pered:

"Rememberhow they shot the ranch-
mani, sud remember that they takeý our
eve shilling!"

We poised the stoues on the edg of
the cliff, andl at a whispered"4Now»
from. himi wo dropped them. I heard
tlem strike. sud drew back. Hé
peered over, aud after a moment r-e-
covered bis balance and said:

"4NOW we Cau.go down! Those ecbap&
will nover rob another Poachi"

It took us longer to go dowa than te
corne up, but we made he t1ebeent in
safety, sud v"alked around to aud up
the rift. The fire had nearly died ont
We repleuished iL, and *then saw that;
both men were desd. It was a horri-
ble siglit sud one 1 do not care to, de-
scribe. O0ur rock had fallen squarely
down upon their heads, snd you cau
imag«ine the result. There was.s dry,
airy cave but a few fueL away, and the.
gang,7 had made tht; placeuarendezvous
for along time. We recovered every
dollar our coach had been robbed of
snd more than as nxuch aao,in which.
had been taken froni ot'rirs. The
cave bad a big stiiy or firearm,
ban«kets, and provîsionî, andil a
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