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"If circumstances lead me, I will find
Where Truth is hid, thoughl it were hid Indeed
Within the centre. -SAiKESPEARE.

[Continued.]

SIGNS AND SIMBOLS.

Although among the various ancient societies, there existed in the
practice of their mysteries, sone difference in the cerenonial; yet the
great essentials of al the mysteries never varied. The difference in the
ceremonial was produced by the difference in the intellectual attain-
ments of the people, their mode of government, their peculiar propen-
sities, their pursuits in life, their language and ailso the climate and
cou. iry in which they lived ; while the great essentials of all the mys-
terie. had a reference to the worship of a Supremie Being and the moral
culture of man. Ilence the saine or similar ceremonies, vhich were
applied in Egypt to Osiri- and Isis, wero celebrated in Greece in honor
to Bacchus and Rhea, at Cleusis they were applied to Ceres and Proser-
pinv, ira Tyre, Cyprus to Maha, Deva and Sita, in Britain to Yen afnd
Ceridwen, in Scandinavia to Odin and Frea, and in Mexico to Tiave and
the Great Mother; for these appear to be but different naines for the
deities which were originally the sanie system.

They used as most signIficant emblems: the Theological Ladder-
the triple support of the universal lodge, called by masons wsdom,
strength and beauty-the triangle, the point within a circle, the sun
and moon, the star, the all-sceing eye, the coffin and many other legiti-
mate emblems of masonry; they used the sanie form of government,
the same systein of i-crecy, allegory and symbolical instruction, all
tending to the sanie point, the practice of moral virtue. None were
admitted without previons probation and initiation, the candidates were
bouna by solemn oaths; united by invisible ties, taught by symbols,
distinguished by signs and tokens, and impelled by a conscientious ad-
herence to the rules of the order, they professed to practice the most
rigid morality, justice towards mon and piety to the gods.

If primitive masonry was a system of liglt, the initiated heathen
equally paid divine honor to the sun, as the source of light, by circum-
ambulating in the course of that luminary, during the ceremony of
initiation.

The initiated referred to the four elements which were portrayed by
certain prismatic colors. White represonted the air, Blue the water,
Purple the earth and Crimson the fire. The Zodiac, was considered as
the great assembly of the twelve gods, the sun being supreme, and the
planets his attendants.

The emblems which masons now make use of as the secret reposito-
ries of their treasures of morality, were adopted by the ancient s in very
early times, as signs and symbois, and were even substituted for alpha-
betical characters.
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