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DOMESTIC SHRVICE.

The standard of domestic service has
been gradually lowering for years past.
The tendency towards the system of
having girls taught at home uunder
governeases instead of sending them to
schools, und the spread downwards of
that superticial tincturing of accom-
plishments and foreign phraseology uce-
cepted as feminine education, combined

“with the pushing-upwards tendency
which is at once the strength ang folly of
our day, have had the result of entirely
removing Zcom the servant cluss the
large number of those who, with some-
thing of tradition, and some of the
liberal sentiments developed by higher
cducation than the house-maid’s he-
came capable servants instead of, as
now, incapable governesses. Those,
botl by their higher social antecedents
and connections, and by thelr higher
personal level, did much in a former
gencration to ratse the standard of the
whole class of women servants, and
their influence could noc¢ but tend to
Keep the moral tone of service higher
than when, as now, it is wholly set by
untaught persons from the Iowest
classes whose main idea of honor is us-
sumption. I{ “lady helps™ were what
the aame betokens, and that in both
its parts, their appearance in the scr-
vant sphere would be of high value for
its redemption—as it wou'ld huve been
higher still, if being ladles and thinking

. it no shamec to perform the task of ser-
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vants, they had thought it also no

* shame to take the honest name of ser:

vant : bup tho last thing to be, wished
for by those who, for the sake of

servants and ewmployers alike, would

have domestic gervice Justly valued as
honorable, is the disguising servant
under any preteniipus non-servant
ukme, It i8 because rervants are as-
hamed of service that they are making
the name of servant disereditable © while
any show of thinking it charitable and
complimentary to shirk the word * ser-
vaut * as it it were opprobrious,
to vuphonize it into ‘ gentlemen help *
or “‘lady help ” or “ ministering angel,™
or iany other pretty way of calling
servant not a servant, is to avow that
to be a servant s tu comuit & basencss
which asks for some kind of conceal-
ment. It we cannot call men
wome. servants with any other feelings
than as we call them blacksmiths or
dressmakers or green-grocers, there
must be sosething wrong, cither in the
condition of servant or in our appre-
ciztion of it, And clearly, unless
hit upon some expedient for abolishing
domestic service altogether, what we
Lave to aim at is, that not only the
condition of servant, but our appre-
ciation of it. and still more, the ser-
vants® appreciution of it, should have
in it nothing that can abase an hounor.
able man or womaun in"that condition.

The abolition of domestic service, if
it were possible, is by no means to be
wished for in the iuterest of those from
whom the servants come, The arts of
housewifery are notoricusly not intui-
tive among our Bnglish speaking people,
tnd if the waves and daughters of
worklng-men had uo other example of
culinary carc and cleaniness, and the
re'inements of orderly domestic habits
then they would create themselves.
there would iaevitably be a falling back
in these matters. As it is, there is
usually, from their want of skill and
want of managewent and want of zeal
as cooks, caterers and cleaners, far too
little comfort in thejr homes for the
expenditurc; but so long as an appree-
inble percentase nmong them recelves
something of a practical cducation in
domestic duties, and have opportuni-
ties of forming u higher ideal of clexn-
finess and fitness and prettiness in dom-
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estic surroundings than thuat suggested
by the arrangements of slatternly neigh-
bovs, there {s something to leaven the
general incapacity, and good trad-
tions must exist. Lven where the
mother iy hersell competent, there are
very fe:v working-cluss homes itn which
the deughters ean be effectually trafned
in the houseliold skills of which they
ought to be pust-mistresses when they
come to the management of homes of
their own. The notable mother has uo
time to spare aud finds it quicker work
to do things herself thuan to entruist
them to buagling and very unwilling Je-
ginuers from the neighboring countijes.
She cannot aflord the damoge of their
breakuges and their blunders, and she
has not tac patiencee tu see the things
she would have doue well herself dis-
grace her housekeeping il done by
others. Jt is not uncommon even, to
find the daughters of practically active
and efficient housewives more indolent
and inefficient in houscewifery than those
of th¢ gossips and the slatterns and
tac helpless creatures who are daily in
.. feeble aad promiscuous way * clean-
ing up ” after yesterday and making
dirt for to-morrow; the incapable
woincn, for their own sakes, make their
girls do somcthing, though they may
not be wholesomely exacting as to how
it is done; the capable women are apt
to tbink only of how the work will
prosper best and to do it well them-
selves.

There is scarcely any form of self-
control more difficult to practice than
that of secing another incompetently
performing, in obedjcncet o your own
command, & task which you can aclieve
better yonrself; to lcave your pupil or
your servant what it is his part to do
and yours only to direct, but what you
can dc and he cannot, is one of the most
difficult phases of teaching and ruling,
one to some natures well nigh impossi-
ble. It is at all events, a power not
as o matter of course possessed by all
cducated persons, nor even by all cdun-
cated persons$ who recognize its import.-
ance, and it must be one of more difficult
acquirement by women than by men;
it is certainly not a power likely to
be common among hard-worked women
barely able to read and write, and with
no lelsure ior consgldering moral! pro-



