LORD ELGIN

when the economic conditions of the island were
still seriously disturbed by the emancipation of the
negroes. Planter and black alike found in him a true
friend and sympathizer. He recognized the necessity
of improving the methods of agriculture, and did
much by the establishment of agricultural societies
to spread knowledge among the ignorant blacks, as
well as to create a spirit of emulation among the
landlords, who were still sullen and apathetic, re-
quiring much persuasion to adapt themselves to
the new order of things, and make efforts to stimu-
late skilled labour among the coloured population
whom they still despised. Then, as always in his
career, he was animated by the noble impulse to
administer public affairs with a sole regard to
the public interests, irrespective of class or creed,
to elevate men to a higher conception of their
public duties. “To reconcile the planter”—I quote
from one of his letters to Lord Stanley—“to the
heavy burdens which he was called to bear for the
improvement of our establishments and the benefit
of the mass of the population, it was necessary to
persuade him that he had an interest in raising the
standard of education and morals among the peas-
antry; and this belief could be imparted only by
inspiring a taste for a more artificial system of
husbandry.” “By the silent operation of such salu-
tary convictions,” he added, “prejudices of old
standing are removed; the friends of the negro and
of the proprietary classes find themselves almost
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