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ally. This he has done ; but without endeavoring to ac-

count for the means by which it was accomplithed. Whe-
ther the predition was the refult of prior obfervations,
from which certain confequences were expe&ed to fol-
low by the fagacious prieft, and the completion of it
merely accidental ; or whether he was really endowed
with f{upernatural powers, the narrator left to the judg-

ment of his readers ; whofe conclufions, he fuppofes, va-

ried according as the mentel faculties of each were dif-

pofed to admit or ceject facts that cannot be accounted
for by natural caufes, .

* The ftory of the rattle fnake was related to him by a
French gentleman of undoubted veracity ; and were the
readers of this work as thoroughly acquainted with the
fagacity, and inftinétive proceedings of that animal, as he
38, they would be as well affured of the truth of it. It is
well known that thofe fnakes which have furvived through
the fummer the accidents reptiles are liable to, periodical-
ly retire to the woods, at the approach of winter ; where
each (as curious obfervers have remarked) takes poffeflion
of the cavity it had occupied the preceding year. Asfoon

-as the feafon is propitious, enlivened by the invigorating
rays of the fun, they leave thefe retreats, and make their
way to the fame fpot, though ever fo diftant, on which
they before had found fubfiftence, and the means of pro-
pagating their {pecies. Does it then require any extraor-
dinary excrtions of the mind to believe, that one of thefe

- regular creatures, after having been kindly treated by its

- ~mafter, fhould return tothe box, in which it had ufually
been fupplied with food, and had met with a comfortable
pliade, and that nearly about the time the Indian, from
$Yger experiments, was able to guefs at ? - It certainly
pes not ; nor :will the liberal and ingenuous doubt the -

: th of a ftory fo well authenticated, becaufe the circum-

""-ftances appear extraordinary in a country where the fub-

:je& of it is fcarcely known. - ’ ‘

Thefe explanations the author hopes will fuffice to con-
vince his readers, that he has not, as travellers are fome-
times fuppofed to do, amufed them with improbable tales,
or wified to acquire importance by making his adven-
sures {avor of the marvellous. ) [
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