
THE ABENAKI INDIANS. i

land at a place called Begancour, near Three Rivers, and
during this year the Governor addressed a letter to. the
ministry in France,.giving his reasons for' inducing the Aben-
akis to settle in his colony, and from this period it was a
constant policy to encourage their immtgration there, for
more than half a century.

ilere was the place where parties were'to be fitted out
to carry war, destruction, and misery to the frontiers of
New England.

In 1704 these Indians piloted a body of French to the
vicini y of their former homes, on the Connecticut, and en-
tirely destroyed Deerfield. The writer not long since con-

Y rsed with an ancient member of this tribe, who claimed
to be the great grandson of Esther Williams, daughter of
Rev. John Williams, who was, with his family, captured at
that tim.e. In 1707 this tribe, piloted by the Pennacooks
down the Merrimac, destroyed Haverhill, murdering and
capturing most of its inhabitants. It would fill a volume
to relate the bloody tragedies acted and instigated by this
tribe; it seemus almost incredible that any people could ex-
ist for a generation amidst such repeated incursions of a
relentless enemy.

In November, 1724, Vaudreuil, Governor General of Can-
ada, addressed an urgent letter to the Minister of War in
France, giving an account of the attack on Norridgewock,
and the death of Father Rasle, with a full account of the
losses and sufferings of that tribe, and asking for a grant
of ammunition, guns, and blankets to supply their losses,
and enable them to make war on the English settlements.
He also gives a particular account of the condition of the
Abenakis, and says, "of ail the Indians in New France, they
are in a position to render the most service; this nation
consists of five villages, which number, altogether, about
five hundred warriors. Two of these villages are situated
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