
oXy r.; KACFnrrxz>in biar Report upon thé resuilt' of trade for' Oufi 1876,; Stated tliat
the natives of A haa xpe-ienced greater privations from want of.-food thanethey had~
doue for many years back.

The'weither hra'renideredYMoos'e hunting~ fnpracticae besides veg rnaterially
interfering :with the trapping of Marten and other Furs. The. very early settling in of
sprng weather also~ diadiuch injury.

Writing of one of the Posts cailed Battle River, Mr. mAcARLA3B, sayS>-

"Greit and protracted privations were experienced here, as well as at aU the Poste on
Pence 1iver rom a scarcity of food, and which, i is needless to state, seriously affected

"the inlterlhunta.. .-. .--

"As the season,. however, advanced matters begau-to- improve, and.the Battle River
"people collected a conaiderable quantity of fine Beaver."

O f a Pose called Fond-d-ae, Mr. MAcF&xr2E writes:-

"The Provision Trade of 2876, is beyond ail question the poorest e-ver made at
this Outpost.

'The Autun Rec.pts were aïotmwrl aigone winter, Reindeer were so 'ey
cmen, womn, M ilde rished from starvation, ana a numbér or other

would bave met with th sam at if"thiy hadnt been succouredingoliu IÂpril,
meer made their appearance in good xumbers, but. unfortimte1 a tba set in, o littie or
"othing was seured. In these circnuastances, and owin t a scarci of Martens, the
Pur Returns are saine 25 per cent. below last year's."

Similar statements are made with regard to other Outposts.

Capital employed in Athabasca District :-
Outfit 1874 .. .. .. 893,000

1875 .. .. .. .. .. 128,000

1876 .. . .. .. .. 160,000

ENGLI

Inventory at the commenceme
Inventory at the close of 1876

The supplies'sent ont in 1874
,, 1875

1876

Goods tradcd ln 1874
,? 1875 ...

,, 1876 ...

SH RIVER DISTRICT.

nt cf Outfit 1874 ... ... $22,000

... ... ... ... ... 29,000

were ... ... ... ... ... $29,000

, ... ... .37,500
, ... ... ... ... .... 40,000

$17,000
... ... 47,500
... ... 32,000

Value of Jleaver, Marten, Mink, and Lvnx, in 1874 at 1876 prices ... £3,000
1875 ... ... ... 4,500

1876 ... ... ... 3,700

Accordingly it wil be seen that in Outfit 1876, while the value of the principal

Furs traded was only £700 in excess of the year 1874, $15,000 more goodas werc disposed
of than in 1874 ; au increase of almost 100 per cent.

We should not pass over the results f utfit 1875, when $47,500 were traded,
or $31,000 more 'than in 1874, while the value of the Furs on the saàme valuation was

£1,.500 more, or about $7,500.

Inspecting Factor McMunRA , in writing of English River District in Outfit 1875

stated

You will observe the very large increase n the pric of some kinds of Furs, that the
presence of opposition trader3 has compelledus to make. The Fur tarif for the current Outfit is

"certainly very high, and would no; have been adopted, if, with a due regard-to our interests, we


