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AGCIDENTAL DISCHARGE

Josegh Evans Receives - Full
harge of Buck Shotin = :
Body ; ,

By the accidental discharge of a shot
gun which he was carrying by the
muzzle Joseph Evans, residing near
Elk lake, South Saanich, was almost
instantly killed on “Sunday afternoon
about 2 o'clock: + The full charge of
buckshot struck him in the side caus-
ing a hideous wound from thé effects
of which he expired before aid could
be summoned.

According to the story told by James
Pidgeon, a blacksmith of Keatings
Crossing, and 'a friend of Evans, the
two had met a short distance from
Evans’ ‘place of abode. The latter
had heard a shot fired in the immedi-
ate neighborhood and thinking: that
possibly there would be an.opportunity
of getting a shot at some quail had
taken his gun and come outside. . He
was about to return to his house when
Pidgeon came along the road and the
two conversed for. some :time, Evans
asking Pidgeon to come into the house
and spend a few minutes. The latter
consented and the two walked towards
the house, Evans holding the gun by
the muzzle. He was in the lead and
as he started up the steps leading to
the front door the butt of the gun
struck the steps, the force. of the blow
discharging it. From the position of
the gun the muzzle was turned almost
directly towards Evans' body into
which the full charge was 'poured.
Without a word Evans fell to the ver-
andah and when Pidgeon rushed up to
him he was covered with bldod -and
unable to speak. He died a few min-
utes before Pidgeon, who had run for
assistance, returned.

The municipal constable was noti-
fled and Dr. Hart summoned but by
the time he arrived Evans had been
dead some time. An inquest will be
held this afternoon at the city hall

Joseph Evans has resided near Elk
Lake for some two or three years. He
was a single man -and lived alone in
a cabin near the lake. He was about
38 years of age. He was the man
who was instrumental in capturing the
hold-up man, J. White, who several
months ago operated in the Colwood
and Saanich districts and was con-
victed and sent to the penitentiary for
ten years. Evans met White in the
Elk lake district and under the pre-
tence of taking him to a neighbor's,
Mr. Cadham, where he could secure
a meal, left him there while he (Ev-
ans) notiffied the police authorities,
who captured White while the latter
was eating at Cadham’s. Evans leaves
surviving him ‘a sister, Mrs. Gunter,
rysldlng in Oak Bay.

NO E. & N. SERVICE .
ON CHRISTMAS DAY

@fficials Decide to Give  the

Employees a Holi<* 3

day

/No treins will be run over the Es-
guimalt & Nanaimo railway on Friday
—~Christmas day. It has been.decided
by the officials of the road that the
employees” shall ‘be given a holiday,
and in order that there may be no
discrimination, the entire force will be
allowed to spend the day about the
domestic hearth, or in any other way
that may be fancied, enjoying the sea-
son’s cheer. - For -years it has ‘been
the custom to close down operations
on the B. & N. on the 26th of Decem-
ber. There was some question whe-
ther ‘the rule would be adhered to this
year but, finally, it was agreed that
the traditions of the road should rnot
be interfered with.

A double service will be in vogue
on. Thursday and on Saturday. 'This
means that trains will leave Victoria
at' the usual time, 9 o'clock, in the
morning and ip ‘the afterndon at_ 3
o'¢lock. Thus those who have friends
at different points along the line with
whom they intend spending the holi-
day, or those ardent sportsmen who
contemplate putting in the day by tak-
ing a last tramp through the woods
in‘search of game, will have two op-
portunities of reaching their destin-
ation: on Friday. On. Saturday the
same schedule will be adhered to so
that the Victorians who are in the
habit of visiting any of the different
suburban resorts at the week-end will
be able to do so without inconvenience.

As there is_very little freight or
passenger traffic moving on Christ-
mas, in the opinion of the officials, the
publi¢ interests will not be seriously
militated ‘against by the decision ‘to
allow the company’s employees | the
chance of properly enjoying the his-
toric holiday.

Does Not Carry Letters,

The sale of.Christmas stamps by the
Anti-Tuberculosis, association has re-
sulted in a dozen or more people using
the Christmas stamp instead ‘of the
government’s- stamp for fetters posted
at the Victoria . post office, with the
result that the addressees of the letters
in question have been called upeon' to
pay double postage as usual when in-
sufficlent 'postage is paid.

Pensions for Teachers

Among the questions .which are oc-
cupying the attention of the Hon. Dr.
Young is that of the participation of
school teachers in the pension scheme
which the government is going to bring
in '‘at the next session of the House.
‘While the matter is not ‘yet determin-
ed, it 18 probable that a way will he
devised by which the teachers wil. e
enabled to participate in the beuefits
of the plan,' 4

Post Office Busy

The post office Is & busy place these
days. The place is thronged through-
out. the day, mostly during the‘after-
noon, with bundle-laden people, and
the stamp vendors are busier than at
any. other time during the year. The
receipts have been far in excess of
previous years, the sales of -postage
stamps totalling, probably, 256 per cent.
more than last Christmas . 'The
increase in business is noted dn every
branch at the post office. The money-
order business was far greater than

that done during.th _.pf.Eh-r!s%iﬂi‘i‘r;m are ‘néxt door’tothe surveyor-

ter as much moresthan’that of '

e ——

[THOMAS TAYLORMPP.

BONDSCLAIM TO® % -
SEATTLE_SYNDICATE

Captain Locke and J.'H. Gordon Ob-
. taih Good ‘S8um For Progosition
The Black Prince -mining claim on
Bear: - Creek, .” Collinson « bay, Queen
Charlgtte islands, was:bonded yester-
day by. Capt. L. ‘E. Locke, master of
the C.P.R. steamer Amur, and J. H.
Gordon, of Vancouveér, to a Seattle
syndicate, for $50,000. The deal was
put through hy Morris Davis, who ‘is
‘at the King Hdward hotel, represent-
ing the syndicate. The Black Prince
claim was  located about fourteen
months ago and became the property
of Capt. Locke, He sold a half in-
terest in it to J. H. Gordon for' less
than a thousand dollars. Gordon ran
a tunnel int6 the claim and struck
some good ore. It was the examina-
tlon of this ore by an expert sent to
the claim by the syndicate ‘that in-
duced the Seattle men to purchase the
property for the price named, and
Gordon is $24,000 richer as a result of
his purchase. - ¢

PUBLIC MEETING AT
OAK BAY NEXT MONTH

Acting “‘Reeve ‘Henderson Will
Outline Work of Past Year
—The Elections

On January 6th, according to pre-
sent intejg_tions a public meeting will
bé held BT the new schoolhouse, Oak
Bay, at which the councillors will ad-
dress the ratepayers on the public
work of the past year and the plans
for the new term. There will be one
more regular session of the body pre-
sided over by Acting Reeve Hender-
son before that date, at' which the
business still, in abeyance will be
cleaned up as far as practicable and
definite arrangements made. for the
gathering mentioned.

While no resident of the district,
apart from the " present representa-
tives, has' declared = his inténtion to
become a candidate at the elections
of the municipality which take place
on the 16th of  next month, there are
rumors abroad indicating that. there
will be contests in at least one or two
of the wards. .

Qak Bay is divided into three sec-
tions, the north, central and"  south
wards. The former embraces all that
property lying north of Bowker creek,
and now represented by Acting Reeye
Henderson and Councillor Herick Mec-
Gregor. The central takes in that sit-
uated between Bowker Creek and Mc-
Neill and Saratoga Avenues. - Those
elected there last year were Council-
lors Fernie and Noble. The south
ward includes that part of the Oak
Bay municipality lying south of the
central district. It is represented on
the council by Messrs. Newton and
Pemberton. L : .

The withdrawal of Reeve Oliver and
the appointment to his place of Coun-
cillor Henderson who will-mn for
reeve, makes ‘a vacancy in the north
ward. In. the centre ward Councillor
Noble, it is understood, will ‘again be
a ' candidate,” while vCounciiler “Fernie
will' retire. Thus there will be -an-
other place to fill. Both' Councillors
Newton and Pemberton intend. allow-
ing their names to be placed in'nomi-
nation for another term of'office and,
as far as can be gathered, they will
not be opposed.

In the speech to be delivered by
Acting Reeve Henderson on the oc-
casion of next month’s public ‘meeting,
he will outline thé important public
works = which have Dbeen carried
through during the last twelve months,

ments to the main thoroughfares and
the construction of new roadways in
the endeavor to open up the residen-
tial sections of the district. The ad-
mirable drainage system installed also
will receive attention and reference, it
is expected, will be made to the pur-
chase of machinery which will facili-
tate the repairing of the streets in the
future. it :

In all probability the Aeting Reeve
will discuss the works to be -under-
taken next' year and under this head-
ing will be the installation of a water
distribution system’ ‘which, not only
will. meet all present requiremeénts,
but will also be so arranged as to pro-
vide for the ;needs of the . community
as it becomes more thickly populated.

NEW. POLICE DISTRICT
"IN BOUNDARY GOUNTRY

Increase in Population Neces-
sitates ‘Redistriution for
Provincial Police

Owing to the increase in the police
work and .the growth of that, section
of the province adjoining the interna-
tional boundary line-a mew proyincial
police district has been formed to be
known as the -Boundary district. The
new district will comprise the electoral
riding of Grand Forks, Greenwood and
Similkameen, and will be formed from
portions of the present provincial
police’ districts of Vernon, Kamloops
and Nelson, The new district, which
has heretofore been under’ the super-
vision of Chief Provincial Constable
W. J. ‘Devitt, of Nelson, will. be in
charge of Chief Constable Charles J.
Bunbury; of Kamloops, who : will be
transferred to Greenwood, where he
will make his headguarters. Under him
will be about twelve provincial con-
stables stationed at the various centres
of population. ‘ 4

‘With the increase in population and
the close proximity of the boundary
across which, of late, criminals have
entered the provihee, plied their trade
and disappeared, it has been found
necessary to concentrate the police
work as the great extent of territory
over which Chief Constable Devitt has
been forced to supervise, has proved
too unweildy. The new district will
make the twelfth into which the pro-
vince has been divided. g

£/

Preparing New Offices
The offices formerly occupied by the
inspector of dykes, who is now located
in the basement, are being.prepared for
the new minister of works. They open
off -the same corridor as Mr. Fulton's,

L, - The rooms, arerbeing.p.
cedar and ‘consist ‘good sized
¢, -and -a ‘smaller/ T 1

dwelling particularly on the improve-.

‘and Herzegovina, Austria resents the

A CABINET MINISTER

i g ‘r",‘i ¥ e &
Appointirient Bnriguncad” Aftek
Yesterday's Meséting of ¢
'the E)gecu‘tive:i .

ey VL A &
Thomas Taylor, M. P. P, for Revel~

discusved  ‘vacaney “in-_ the ' .cabinet
created by the provision of an addit~
lonal“portfolio” at’ the "last session of
the legislature. There has been a gen-
eral belief for some ‘time in guarters
which are usually. well informied that
Mr, Taylor was the man who would]
be selected by Mr. McBride as his
most recent colleague, but the matter
was not officially settled until the ex=

which it was given out that Mr. Tay=
lor would . be the new ' minister of
Works, and that he would take the
oath of office today. B

Mr. Taylor was born in London,
Ont., in 1865 and there received his
education. . In 1897 he married Miss
Georgie Larson, and at one time held
the position of mining recorder. He
has been a member of the legislature
since '1900. He was elected as a mems=
ber for Revelstoke at the general
elections of that year, and again at
the general elections of 1903 and 1907.

At the last session of the legisla-
ture, acts were passed separating the
portfolio of lands and works. The de+
velopment of the province had so in-
creased the business of the depart=
ment that the change was necesary.
Hon. F. J. Fulton will be Chief Com-
missioner of Lands. s

BRITISH OPINION

In his speech at Warrington, says
the Morning Post, the Irish Secretary
emphasized the necessity of rapidly

the land in Ireland from the hands ot
the landlords: to those of the tenants.
As to the expediency of effecting ‘this
great revolution there can hardly be
two opinions. Now that '‘the operation
has commenced there could hardly be
be any ‘attempt to impede its being
continued without seriously aggravat-
ing the present evils and increasing
the potential dangers of unrest and
disorder.  But, while there will be
general agreement as to the need for
promoting the transfer of land, it is
by no means certain that the Irish Sec-
retary’s new Bill will serve to advance
this object. 'Apart from the merits of
the scheme, the fact that it has been
been introduced so late in the session
is aistinctly unfortunate. By. post-
poning so long his measure for dealing
with the questions involved, Mr. Bir-
rell has encouraged, the belief in Ire-
lanad that it was only the cattle-driv-
ing ‘agitation and the threat of more
serious trouble that have spurred him
to aetion. Confirmation has thus been
given to the vicious opinion that to ob-
tain; attention from .an Epglish Gov-
ernment it is first necessary to plunge
Ireland into disorder. Again, the late
introduction.. of the Bill. has given
ground -for-the suspicion that it is puti
forward-as a sign of goodwill, mbt as'
a serious effort to settle the difficult’|
problems ' fequiring treatment.' Th

capped from the start. &

The Dublin Evening Telegraph, pub-
lishes the rollowjng:—~A propos of the]
news published in these columns that
200,000 German troops are being mass-
ed in Alsaace-Lorraine, ‘and that tem- |
porary barracks were being erected in
various parts of the two provinces, the
following extract, taken from a letter
to one of our: readers shows that the
French Government is quite alive ‘to
the possibility of having to meet an-
other Teutonic invasion. The writer
of the letter . referred is an- eminent
Irishman, who has been in exile since
1865, and resident in France since that
period. In the course of his letter the
writer says:—*"I am once more very
muchs downhearted. My elder boy,"
‘Patrick, has joined the army, and has
been away on, the frontier—where it!
is fearfully cold—for the past six
weeks, right in front of the Prussians,

, and at a moment’s notice, and at
the - moment when war was on the
point ‘of  breaking out. So-you may’
imagine I have been in a state of ter-.
ror ever since. I would not mind so
much if he had training enough to
use the French Lebel gun. To cap all;
the other boy, Alexander, is ordered ;
out for next year. Glory be ‘to the

Irish Brigade on my own account. Hop-
ing I won't have to realise. Davis's;
lineg— g

For in t.ar_ foreign fi=lds, from Dunkirk;

to Belgrade,
Lie the soldiers and chiefs of the Irish
Briga.de.ﬁ p ;

Two brothers, James and Andrew, al-

1870. ~But for all that I'm not brow-
beaten. After all, it is only a duty to
the country—and we.do not forget
that the,French came over to fight for
us. I fear, however, the war is only
put off. ' The Germans are, seeking a
quarrel, 'and the French won't stand
any ‘more nongense.” :
Austria, .says the Dally Mail, seems
determined to persist in the dangercus
game of kéeping alive the controversy
in the Near East. Her attitude to-
wards Turkey and Servia appreaches
within measurable distance of prove-
cation. Not content with depriving the
Sultan of sovereign rights over Bosnia

Stoke has been chosen to fill the much}|

ecutive meeting ‘held yesterday, aftep |

completing the process of transferring {:

measure is thus found to be han@i-]

Lord! I think I am getting up a small}’

ready lie at St..Ouen after .the war of |-

b
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- | Henry Young ‘
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Seasonable Greetings to Friends
and Patrons

Q—

£

Here’s to Our Christmas, may it bring us good cheer!’
May the joy of this Christmas reach all, far and “hear.

Dress 'Goods ll’ld’ Dress
" Making & Specialty
A large and, expert staf
Well “equipped  rooms

Thomson’s - Glove-Fitting
Corsets

(st DY

1123 Government S&eet, Victoria, B. C.
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‘Home of the Hat Beautiful®

Latest Ideas in High-Class
Exclusive Millinery

\f Dent’s Gloves
Morley’s Hosiery

BISHOP OF COLUMBIA
AT COURT OF REVISION

Men Over Fifty Years of Age
‘Will Take Appeal to Police
Magistrate
(From Thursday’s Daily)
Thée Right Reverend Bishop of Col-
umbia put himself on record yester-
day before the court of revision by

saying thdt to pay a tax from which he
was exempt by law iwas a very back-

Perrin, apparently, -is - entitled to a
vote as theée representative 'of the
church property,:but’ he desires his
personal vote as a householder. * He
said that he was perfectly willing to
pay the $2 tax. if nécessary, but being

formed that it could not be received.
Bventually his lordship decided to
test the matter by ‘an appeal to the
magistrate. ; {

Joseph Peirson was another of the
protestants against :the ruling of the
court of revision which denies the vote
to men over fifty, who have not paid
of Judge Spinks, the  couinty court
they were entitled to a vote.” He
‘thought the law should be the same all
Lover the province, and: remarked that
‘it was ridiculous that votes should be
sold for $2 which was practically what

dered that the. widest possible inter-
.pretation should be given to the act:

The ' court yestérday dealt with a
:the list brought by the city road tax

} collector, who had a'list of all the ap-

plicants' who had "not paid the tax,
there were also-a number of peaple

had been sent them.
Not Due Till Demanded.
The city solicitor.advised the court
.on several points, one of them: being
ithat owing to the wording of the by-
law the road tax was not due, and so
not a debt, untfl it .was demanded. In
ccompliance with.this, . those men on the
icollector’s list who had not been ask-
:ed for the tax were. stricken off and
their names were left on the list. He
Ffurther pointed out.that if a man had
imade the required. declaration that he
*had paid the taxes due by him to an
amount of not less than $2,"but had
‘not' paild the road. tax, he was entitled
to‘remain on the list, if the road tax

‘wunless there was evidence before the

form in which the Turks have chosen
to -express  their = displeasure, and
threatens to suspend diplomatic rela-
tions ‘with' Constantinople.. We can
hardly believe that the Emperor Fran-

anniversary of his reign by giving his
sanction‘ to 'a’ step so insensate.

demand that the Government of Tur-
key should insist on its subjects wear-
ing the red tarboursh of Austrian man-
ufacture when-they have decided on
the fez of local make is to.set for the
new regime in Turkey'a problem that
might well baffle the authority of ap
older and ‘more  setiled Constitution.
Encompassed by  difficulties at home

the, good sense, if not to the justice,
Baron von Aehrenthal.”' He has trie

of ‘withdrawing the Ambassador. He

theobvious remedy.: Let the Austriafi
authorities give assurance  of their
willingness to, submit . conference
the regu ﬂi;ﬁ(ﬁdlﬁf‘,ﬁ%}%&@xﬁxation
of la and’ Herzégoving, and the
; a}gm ‘ot the ~boycott ‘would sclve-

N
- ik

cis Joseph will signalise the sixticth |

and abroad, the Ottoman has displayed |i}
a moderation that ought to appeal to |
bullying and lecturing and the menace !

has appealed to. France to: use her
friendly offices. But he has neglected |’

‘court that he had paid no other taxes.

ence .that he had filled the conditions
until it was disproved. The city’'s tax
pecords were not produced and a num-
er of names were thus allowed  ‘to
Femain on 'the Mist.  Mr. Mann also
pointed out‘l that' the striking off of a
‘name was ih any event a matter about
awhich they ' could exercise ‘their dis-
gretién. “They were not obliged to'do
zfy if they did not want to. !

' Agetter was rea@ from My Gallet-
oyt Ut the BAAk CoF MOt e sl
dng a cancelled cheque for $4 paid
?o ¥ dog tax, the banker beingl appar-

leritly of the opinion that the pay-
t qualified him for a vote. He

not spfficient, e
Mahn paid the $2° for: him, an
name remained. Mr, Mann paid
pifor a number of his friends during

ition bordering on bankruptey. '

i he court sat all the morning, and
by.the time the sitting had closed the

‘Hist'was ready to be certified to by't::

jor. . .There will, however, be
A ‘al‘tgk"_gn to the magistrate by the
men over B0

stair's way of getting a’' vote.  Bishop |

over the required age ‘he had been in-'

the $2 tax, and he: quoted an opinion
Judge at Vernon, who had decided that:

‘the law now amounted to. He consi-’

,‘number of protests against names on|

swho appeared in support of their right!
| to vote in response to notices wl;lc}}

‘had not been demanded, for from him |

is affidavit must be taken as evi-’

told over the te;?ho‘ne that this

i o teques;_ For twenty-one years Mr. Allan. has

¢’ morning, and by ‘the time ‘the sit-,
g was over, he professed to be in a

confidence that it has the country be-

hind it. Mr. Birrell said one thing at’

least to whicHh it is possible unreserv-
edly to subscribe. He observed that

it was no use barking unless you were,

going to bite. It was very charac-
teristic of Mr. Birrell to  put this
weapon ‘into the. hands. of the. critics
of the government. Mr. Birrell and his
friends have .a  peculiar predilection
for barking, -and they are already. in

full chorus in regard to the Licensing ||

Bill. But are they going to..bite? In
other words, are_ they going to appeal
to the -coultry,. for it is eonly upon
condition that they do this,’and ‘that
they secure a%verdiét, ‘that 'they ean
bring the House of ILiords into" sub-
mission. It:is—Ilet- Mr. Birrell and his
friends ponder -it-well—it is the only
way. Barking] ‘howeéver ' loud, Ppro-
longed, and’ill-natured, wilF avail no-
thing.
ment medn “to do? There are  some
things ‘in- Mr/ ‘Birrell’s speech’ ‘which
point at least to the possibility of an
early dissolution.  Of course there is
a' Land Bill, of which only on Mon-
day - last Mr. Birrell professed him-
self so greatly enamoured 'that—so an
unsophisticated person might suppose
—it would cut him to the heart to
abandon it. -The bill was to'be carried
forward to -next session, he said on
Monday, -but’ on Saturday be talked
ominously of affording the people an
opportunity of giving effect to their
wishes . at the polling booths.  Are
we to infér that in the interval the
chief secrétary’s’ -affection for the
Land Bill has 'become so-far cooled
that he is now reconciled to the drop-
ping of a bill' which was never meant

to' pass? But there is another mea-'

sure ‘upon’’ which the government is
supposed to have staked its reputa-
tion, which it is going to force through
the House of Commons in accordance
with a rigorous time-table which pre-
scribes to a ‘second the time that is
to be- allotted to each section. A
general election before the Education
Bill has become law would bring to
naught one more attempt.to solve the
problem with which three :years ago
it received .2 special mandate. to deal
There are reasons, however, which

4 might induce the abandonment of this
‘| measure, even as. Mr. Birrell has to

all “intents and purposes abandoned
the Land Bill. .The compromise has
inspired no enthusiasm. .The carrying
of'the measure will bring no glory to
the government, for neither ¢churchmen
nor nonconformists ‘are "at all likely
to be grateful for a settlement under
which both will have conceded the po-
sitions which they used to-hold. as
most vital. 'It is already apparent that
the bill which is being rished through
the House of Commons will effect” no
settlement, but merely a . temporary
respite from  strife. A general elec-
tion would ' deliver the government
from an impossible situation, and it is
at least conceivable that for this rea-

son, if for no other, the government |

may resort to it. Unionists contem-
plate thé possibility with cheerfulness,
for they are well assured that the

«country will mete out its deserts to a

government -which has proved signal-
ly incompetent, : :

Celebrate Silver W.oning
~(From Thursday’s Daily)
Mr. ‘and Mrs. W. P. Allan, 549 Nia-
gara street, were yesterday the recipi-

ents of congratulations from a host of'

friends on the occasion of the celebra-
tion of their silver wedding. Twenty-
five years ago Mr. and Mrs. Allan were
married at Plymouth, England, and

four years later cameé to Victoria,-

where they have resided ever since.

been a mémber of the local police force
and both Mrs. Allan and himself have
a host of friénds, who will congratulate
them on tHe completion of their quar-
ter' of a century of married life. Last
evening Mr. and Mrs. Allan entertained
a number of their intimate friends at
their home on Niagard street, when a
delightful “evening was ‘spent.  ‘Many
valuable presents  were ' received by

them from their friends.

"HOLIDAY SUITS ........000. 0.0k .. 815 16 835
FULL DRESS SUITS ....uc.uveinene.. . 825 to 935
OVERCOATS. ... 0L L e o S

Xmas Specials

What, then; does the govern- |

High grade, select patterns, but .owing to their late

Fancy Waistcoats

arrival we have priced these vests at one-fourth less
than their regular values ...........$2.00 to $7.00

For Lady or Gentleman, a really good umbrella makes a

Gift Umbrellas

most.acceptable present. We, invite you to call and in-
spect: our umbrellas—note the quality—and save
twenty per cent on your purchase. §3.00 to $15.00

Fit-RE

1201 Government Street.

 'ALLEN & CO.

D’JColhsBrWne’s

DIARRH(CEA and is the only

Specific in CHOLERA
‘ and DYSENTERY.

: Convincing
Sold in Bottles by
all Chemists.

¥ Wnteusfer prices and we can save yoh,moncy.? Mail Or-

dé:s’receiv'e ‘our best dﬁtentioh.

) ; son last year, apd the: incom ‘and e
B oo outgoing parcel post:was qverj:‘atq&-' ok
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