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een talking of men who get
mines, and how they do it,
their stock at high pmices
ket of rich ore has been
buying it back dirt cheap
pow another good thing is+at
when the public believe the
Iplayed out. Cap. Davis, who
and drunk whiskey in most
P world where there is gold,
beculiar case of the kind in.
'with the Silver Islet mine,.
ake Superior property, out of

or four millions worth of
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charge of one of the gangs at -

the Cap began, “and the en-
harge were Cornishmen like
hey knew their part of the
nd being brothers, they kept
s pretty close. The fact is

their minds to them-
nuch to suit some people who
been glad of a little informa-
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h tiny speck out there in the
a third of an acre or so at
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nd by, as the rock taken out
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Even then the area was mnot
eased, but the artificial sea-
he water off pretty well and
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IMPORTANCE

B.C. Board of T'rad.e Aroused and Wahts é COn;
ference Al Nanaimo of Canadian
Coast Business Men.

2

At the Annual Meeting

Sir Henri Joly Delivers

An Interesting Address and Gives
Some Practical Advice.

(From Saturday’s Daily Colonist.)

Yesterday afternoon’s meeting of  the
British Columbia Board of Mrade, called
for the purpose of discussing the twenty-
first annual report, was a most jmport-
ant one. There was a large attendance
of members, and Sir Henri Joly, who was

tal. A large area of this mining divis-
jon has not yet been properly prospected,
and quite recently many deposits have
been discovered, said to be rich in silver
and lead. During 1899 there were 1,053
mineral locations recorded, against only
496 in 1898. :

Nelson.—The value of the Nelson divis-
jon output has not yet reached the million

present by invitation, delivered a most|dollar mark, but shows an increase com-

instructing and valuable address.

pared with previous years, and would

| O?ﬂ \, 4 ]%er;’.we.,ﬂ.oae’mommmm
NORTHERN TRADE

expecggen i de;;] cetr;t.wuch' 5,
“to average per ( ‘copper,
with gold and silver. 5 .
There are mauy claims upon which de-
| yelopment werk has beew done in the San
Juan Valley, west ¢f Victozia, but it is
‘too limited to vomment upon further than
to remark that the results' have éncourag-
ed owmers to:continte to exploit their
proparty. Alberni is.the oldest lode min-,
ing district on Vancouver Island, and on
some of the properties extensive works
have been ‘ﬂextormed underground, while
on hundreds of others assessment work
is proceeding with the object of obtaining
crown grants. All along the west coast,
to the morth end of the Island, mineral
locations have been recorded and the ag-
gregate of the various works is yearly
increasing. ;
In the opinion of some experts who
have visited the various camps on the
west coast of Vancouver Island, the in-.
dications of value are equal to anything
on the Mainland, under similar develop-
ment, That these views are also shared
by owners is shown in the exténsive im-
provements made on properties near Al-
berni, when some of them will very soon
be in a condition to commence shipping.
Most of the claims are near navigable
salt water, afforded by numerous inlets
with which the coast is indented. This
will prove of great advantage in the early
stages of the devolopment of these prop-
erties and all the necessary fluxes have
been formed for smelting on the spot as
soon as plants are erected.

Mainland Coast.—These remarks will
mostly apply to the Mainland coast as
well, where some $75,000 was expended

What made the meeting, however, a have been larger had the differences be-|in development work during 1899

coming council of
to arrange for a conference at an early
date at Nanaimo between the boards of

i tween the mine owners and miners not
more than usually important one was the ke Mo withem&mfisp,n.- " In this divis-
passing of a Tesolution requesting the in-}ion there were 1, icertificates of work
the Board of Trade |issued, representing

under development, but not yet advanced
sufficiently to secure a crown grant and

1ting the number of claims

furnishing an indication of what may be

trade of Victoria, Vancouver, New West- | expected from the Nelson division when
minster and Nanaimo for the purpose of |these properties are put on a shipping

discussing Northern transportation prob-
lems generally and ways and means to-
wards securing an all-Canadian route to
the Yukon. :
President W. A. Ward occupied the
chair, and there were present also Siz¢

basis. -

Bast Kootenay.—The district of Hast
Kootenay includes a very large area,
practically unprospected. Recent discov-
eries to the west of Windermere, on the
east slope of the gold range, promise to

Henri Joly and his private secretary (R. | become a valuable addition to those previ-

B. Powell), L. G. McQuade, Thomas
Barle, M. P., J. A, Mara, F. 8. Fraser,
Lindley Orease, Beaumont Boges, H.
B. W. Aikman, H. Graham, James Mit-
chell, T. W. Paterson, James Paterson,
Captain J. D, Warren, Simon Leiser,
Harrie Ross, R. Seabrook, A. G. Mc-
Candless, J. ». Pemberton, Henry Croft,
B. W. Greer, Ben. Gordon, D. R, Ker,
Charles Todd, J. J. Shallcross, G. Green-

ously located and being developed. The
difficulties of the prospector in Kast Koo-
tenay, like in other districts, are increas-

but it is expected that the work now
progressing will result in the construction
of several branch lines of railway and
more wagon roads and trails and induce
capitalists to provide the funds necessary
to prove the numerous prospects.

Texada and Other Islands—On Texada

_and work . in-

prospecting developme! 7
ork | creased during 1899, and at the close of

the year 1,016 mineral claims stood on
the records in good standing. The shaft
of the Van Anda mine has reached the
400-foot level and is no wbeing sunk an-
other 100 feet. As the company smelted
their own ore, returns of value are not
available further than “the matte con-
tained about 50 per cent. of copper and
very good values in gold and silver.”

The openings in British Columbia for
mining investments are practically unlim-
ited and varied to an extent seldom met
with. 'The mining laws are liberal, allow-
ing any person to stake a claim 1,500 by
1,500, about 50 acres, and hold it by im-
proving to the value of $100 per annum.
After five such annual improvements, the

ed from lack of proper communications,|cy vey being reckoned an improvement

worth $100, a crown grant can be ob-
tained. Thousands of claims are in the
hands of locators, who have not means
to prove values. Such are freely offered
for sale outright, but in some cases the
owners insist upon retaining an interest.

meets the Coast {requirements, where
the mines are not ¢xtensively developid.

Concentrarors.—The prineipal mines in
Slocan are equipped with concentrators
or are conveniently near customs plants.

Agriculture—Good average crops of
hay, roots, and  grain were raised
during 1899, but rains, at harvest
time impaired the . quality " of the
wheat ¢ and oats, and caused dis-
colotation. ;- For this reason: 'the ‘im-
portations: of wheat from Alberta were
larger than in the previous year. Im-
portations of American flour were great-
ly reduced, the provincial mills having
correspondingly increased their produc-
tion. Remunerative prices were realized
for all agricultural products, and stocks
are low.

Fruit crops, with the exception of the
stone varieties, were fair. Shipments
to Eastern Canada as far as Winnipeg
continued, and the remainder was read-
ily disposed of at good prices for imme-
diate local consumption and preserving.
Fruit preserving is a growing industry.
The aims of the eanners are a high
standard of gquality, and the product is
in good demand.

Both agricultural and fruit crops this
-year are exceptionally good. All that is
wanted is suitable harvest weather.
Butter-making is keeping pace with
the local demand. The progress made
during the past few years by the
ereameries is° most encouraging. = The
creameries were established on the most
approved methods of dairying, with the
result that the output is taken in prefer-
ence to imported butter, and higher
prices paid for it.

This board is indebted to the Hon. J.
D. Prentice, minister of agriculture, for
tha following information:

“Among the mumerous resources of

and third. This industry is

timbered areas west of
mountains.

fore, in nine cases out of ten prefer the
open rather than encounter the heavy
forest lands of the Mainland coast and
Vancouver Island. Especially is this
the case with European
For .the above

that might be mentioned, our agricul-

mechanical, laboring, etc., etc.

The provincial government is entitled

to credit for their efforts in assisting
in agricultural development. By the
organization of farmers’ institutes, the
creation and maintenance of the board
of horticulture, and the assistance to
agricultural associations, a better spirit
has been developed and better methods
set in operation. The advancement dur-
ing the past ten''years, though gradual,
has been most marked and substantial.
There is a good deal yet to do that will
now undoubtedly receive consideration.
Owing to the varying conditions which
exist, the necessity of local experimental
farms, on a small seale, has become
apparent, the Deominion station. at
Agaspiz being too isolated and too gen-
eral in results to be of much benefit to
the province at large. Assistance and
co-operation in a cold storage system in
the interior for the range beef would be
of great benefit. These two are among
the most important, but there are other
matters requiring attention, such as the
encouragement of cheaper and better
methods of clearing land and the im-
proving of communication in the remote
districts.
Forestry.—The subject of forestry
may be referred to as of increasing im-
portance. Not only is the preservation
of forests of vital moment, but re-
forestration and diversification are pos-
sible and would augment and perpetuate
one of the chief of our natural re-
sources,

In Hastern Canada the manufacture of
wood pulp has made strides and there
are now thirty-five mills in operation,
with between fifteen and twenty million
dollars of capital invested. In 1899 the
United States imported from Canada pulp
to the value of one and a half mijllion
dollars,  /This is.an industry which should
prosper in British Columbia. At the

this province of the Dominion, agricul- |north end of Vancouver Isla i interi
y nd and storage in the interior.
tﬁye. has ;:o take aﬁ:)ut ?}c tgurth pl%c.le- %}i Mainland there is considerable slxl)mg: B
ining, of course, has precedence, while e Douglas fir, which is stated to be| maintained their high ing i
lumbering and fishing come in as ieco:ll'd a good pul}_[i wood, abounds all over the| cial centres. s e
! : andi- {province. emlock, also
capped in having the almost boundless |is pientiful on the’northiriooc(claaﬁxls? t’ﬁeﬁ
prairies of the Territories on the eastern |important factor in the profitable manu-| brought down to date.
border in competition with Iihechea\nly facture of wood pulp is water power, and, ;
the Cascade [no doubt, there are aumbers of mill sites| business of th i
¥ 2 ] yubt, L e board h
ins Prospective settlers, seeing |in British Columbia conveniently near the| receive due attention ti;fe cgltlttéggsgcgg
the prairie country when most attract- |for:sts where ali the natural advantages| at both  council and’ general meetings

ive, do not take into consideration the |exist for gemerating as much 5 h 3
important item of climate, and, there- |may be dpsgired. g ch power as| having been well maintained. The field

OPPORTUNITIES FOR INVEST-
MENT.

Besides the manufucture of wood pulp,

immigrants, |atteniucn is daoected to British Columbia ioh i
reasons, among others |as offering n guod field for the establish- ;?gg;;%dmmmeme o e gt 4

nient of a woul factery, a glove and mitt

tural population is mot at present in- | factory, cold stcrage in the interior and
creasing in the same ratio as the mining, sheep farning.

The demand for woollen goods has
eatly increased, due to the require-

‘openings for investment in the manu-

route to the Atlin and Yukon gold
fields be provided.
1 secured by the recognition of the Cana-
dian contention in regard to the dis-
puted territory, a railroad must be built
starting from the coast at a point south
of “Lynn canal. ~ Mr. Robert Ward,
who represented this board at the fourth
Congress of Chambers of Commerce of
the Empire, was requested to urge upon
that assembly the importance of getting
the Alaska boundary question settled
without further delay, but there has not
been sufficient time to receive a report
from Mr. Ward.

TRADE OUTLOOK.

The province also contributed large
stms through the fisheries and other
federal departments.

Trade with the northern gold fields,
largely controlled by United States mer-
chants during the Klondike rush, has
been diverted, and during 1899 British
vessels carried 875 per cent. of the
freights between Victoria and Skagway.
In 1897 Victoria’s share of“that trade
amounted to only -$273,000, but in 1899
it exceeded $2,000,000. The vexatious
United States customs regulations at
Skagway have been removed, and proper
Bonding facilities now exist. United
tStattloles_ op%rators in the Yukon find it
o their advantage to purchase i
in Canada. g P
Capital has been fairly plentiful, but
for a time was withheld. Recent ac-
tivity on the part of ecapitalists seeking
investments may be taken as an indica-
tion that confidence is being~ restored,
and is a'hopeful sign for the future.
Attention is again directed to the

facture of wood pulp, a wool factory,
gloves and mitts manufacture, and eold

The provincial and civic bonds have

The statistical information appended
hereto, as far as possible, has been

It is gratifying to record that the

of the board’s usefulness is enlarging
anqugﬂly, and increased vigilance and
activity will be required to keep pace
with the demands which will result
from the expansion of the provincial

All of which is respectfully submitted.
W. A. WARD, President.
L. G, MeQUADE, Vice-President.
F. ELWORTHY, Secretary.

ready be counted in millions of dollars, | manufactured in the
and it is imperative that an all-Canadian

If this cannot be

o

it pays, if 1 remember r

while when it is €

for exportation. In other woi

ecmplete prohibition of the on
of pulp-wood. I .do not JInow whether
it is $1.90, but I know the difference is
so enormous that it is bound to put an
end to the exportation of f)ulp-wood.
There is no  doubt, especially if it s
found that the hemlock and Douglas fir
can be utilized for the successful manu-
facture of pulp-wood, you will have an
enormous source of prosperity in the
province of British Columbia.

“Now, of course, I am not in a position
to say anything about your great indus-
tries, about mining, which is the first one,
except to express the pleasure with which
I' hear ghnt, notwithstanding the difficul-
ties which have arisen, nevertheless the
yxglgi of the mines, and the results of the
mining industry for this year, haye been
in advance of last year.

"‘l\_Telther am I in a position to give my
opinion about the fisheries, but when I
look at that fish in the glass case, it shows
me that you have certainly got the ma-
terials to make an abundant’ harvest,
which, I hope, will reward all those who
are engaged in it, whether fishermen or
cannerymen.,

“Now, there is another branch in which
I, as well as everybody I could point to,
take a great deal of interest in agriculture.
Of course, with such an enormous min-
ing wealth as you have got in this coun-
try, you cannot expect that every inch
of ground will be fit for agriculture, but
nevertheless I have been informed that
there are a number of valleys with rich
alluvial soil. ‘There is one branch
whxph I have taken a great deal of inter-
est in, namely, the growing and manufac-
ture of tobacco. The Kelowna Union, I
think, have found a means of raising an
excellent tobacco. There is no doubt
th_e-re is something both in your seil and
climate that is more beneficial to the
growing of tobacco than in the Bast,
for in the raw state it seems to be more
carefully cured and nearer perfect than
the tobacco that we grow back in Que-
bec. But we have not made much pro-
gress in home-grown tobacco, and that is
the reason I have come to the conclusion
that it should be a great source of rev-
enue to Canada in the future.
“As for the  dairying industry, I am
glad to hear that the provincial govern-
ment is doing what they can in that direc-
tion. I suppose in British Columbia you
are too modest to think of your agricul-
tural facilities, but let me tell you that
a few years ago I found a market in
Quebec flooded with the most beautiful
Rutter, on which was written the letters
B.. 0.2 I ~was much astonigh-
ed to think that such a quantity of but-

“ Tt cannot be too forcibly impressed ter should be sent from British Colum-
bia, three thousand miles, all the way
to Quebec. It was utterly beyond all
the ideas I conceived of the dairying fa-
cilities of British Columbia. A few days
afterwards I went to visit a butter fac-
tory in the neighborhood of Quebec,
when I found that the butter came from
the ﬁay of Chaleur, all butter (laughter)
coming from that district being market
with the letters. “B. C.” Still I hope by
and by we will see the day when we can
get: British Oolumbia butter in Quebec;
but if not in Quebec, that all the butter
used in British Columbia will be pro-

Victoria, B. C., July 13, 1900.
The report was adopted unanimously.

pocket of amazingly rich ore,
h large body of it, and after
vould be a long time of work-
rocks that gave next to noth-
bt so that the managers, we'll
George and Bob—they were
nd. both knew all there is to
about mining—could always
trend of the assays, and by
her indications, when a new
b about to-be reached. In fact
keeping a secret of that kind
mine, and the men knew what
hg as well as the managers.
are degrees of knowledge, and

8T
ments of the Northern gold fields trade.
Gloves and mitts are now brought in
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Mainland is concerned, the major POr|yring the twelve months ending June| that has been read, and it appears to

fined to hydraulicing and placer, but on 2| capitalists and their agents, The ease
larger scale. The increased capital in-

be on the inside.
ver. in. Port Arthur there were
le who had got rich and foor
e than once on Silver Islet
d one especially who generally
on. the right side. He kept
hch with. some of the miners by
em a little something every
v went to Port Arthur, and
a standing agreement that as
was sure that another pocket
struck two men would leave
br town. Then the scheme was
d Man. to take train around to
where much of the stock was
up. as much as possible while
ap, and be ready to sell out at
fit as seon as the official news

hen had their canoe always- at
i were ready to start in the mid-
p night if the news happened to
n. ‘Thunder Bay was frozen ov-
per, before the strike was made,
does the Old Man do but buy
eligh and a first-class dog team,
buld carry them over the ice in
lyle in case of meed.
ight there were fresh signs that
was likely to. be struck and all
bt excepting the Old Man's spies,
atly excited. That night George
d that he and Bob would be in
themselves to see how things
g, and he sent word also that
men who owned the dog feam
be transferzed from the night to
shift. I don’t know how they
information about - the Old
hme, but I have noticed that sec-
hard to keep, and anyway there
dog team with its eight husky
which demanded a better ex-
h than, was ferthcoming.
might all hands worked hard, and
ugh, at a little after three'in the
George overhauled the debris
last and. found silver, large lumps
7, with. ibe native silver looking
ywhere.. This was what all had
iting for.  -George and Bob went
fiel and. us we thought, to bed.
of ue worked on until six in the
. when the day shift came and

us,
1 the Old Man’s two spies got
hd:saw whai had been done in the
ey were greatly flustered, Al-
hey had lost bours, Disregarding
of ¢ismmssal, they went up to the
bf the mine aud set off to get the
-the sled. They were gone. So,
d. wut, re the managers. Not
n: that they had been tricked,
b waited tiil the next day, but as
agers had not then returned, they
off together for Port Arthur with,
s:and the Old Man posted off by
hin for Duivth,
ged therc, however, he found the
ek a4 bovght up. Some was of-
ut it was a' o price as high as he
self expected to sell for. It took
ouple of days to account for this,
en he learned that George” and
d arrived one morning by dog
knew what had happened.
fact is that the managers had had
lemes of their own, based on the:
peculiarities of the mine, and
ery much put about when they
ed that the Old Man in Port
was paying spies to look after his
s. There seemed to them to he
e thing to do, and being a deter-
pair, they did it. An hour after
ke was made they had harnessed:
bs, loaded the sleigh with prowi-
nd were driving the dogs ower the
nd they did not eross Thunder
@o to Port Arthur. Not then.
they struek out over the shore
for Duluth. They took chances
r being seen again, but it seemed
iy way open to them to get im
bf the Old Man. They succeeded,
ade a pile of money, which they
bn  foolishness in the next two

But if yon want to know what .

hffered on that two hundred mile
b over Lake Superior -ice, you will
o make the trip for yourselves.
old me about it, and I saw how
boked; but the only way to under-

‘ing 1899,

tracts, which will be read with interest:
TWENTY-FIRST ANNUAL REPORT.

To the Members of the British Colum-
bia Biard of Trade:

Gentlemen,—For twenty years past
our predecessors, when retiring, have
presented the board with a brief resume
of conditions and the leading commer-
cial events of British Columbia during
their respective terms of office. It is
our privilege to submit for your. con-
sideration a similar report covering the
past twelve months, . A

MINING.

Ot . the.  various:i

first importance and its uniform yen'tly‘
growth for so new an enterprise is cer-
tainly ‘very encouraging, the following
table of production during the ten years
ending 1899 speaking for itself. y

Production for each year from 1890
to 1899, inclusive:

contifines .- to occupy - the place! %&. better 'means -of -commun

vested in hydraulic work during 1899, to-
gether with the experience gained in pre-
vious workings, augurs well for the fu-
ture of Oariboo. - The knowledge that
twenty million dollars in gold was taken
from two and a half miles of Williams
creek, while two miles of Lightning creek
yielded twelve mililons additional, is still
fresh in the memory of the operators,
many of whom -believe that the riches of

. that district are yet untold. It is to be
' regretted that quartz mining does not re-

ceive miore attention in Cariboo, as ex-
perts are unanimous in their belief that
all the natural conditions exist to ensure
g5 pro-

vided, » Unfortunately the district is at| .3 in the Vancouver

present served by only one wagon road.
Cassiar-Ominéca.—Of Gassiar'and Omi-
neca not so much i heard as of some
of the districts mentioned, but their min-
eral value is not lost sight of by the pros-
pectors, whose number appears small,

Amoun

simply on account of the great territory

soténover which they are scattered. Import-

ant hydraulicing works are being carried

< out in Omineca, the conditions being simi-

3’ t]
4,225,717

. !B

Y 10455268 |

. 10,906,861
SR T Y
The increase of 131-6 per cent. dur-
compared with the previous
year, is due te a large output of gold,
placer and lode, copper and coal. The
output of silver and lead shows a fall-
ing off, due principally to the closing
down to galena mines in the Slocan dis-
trict, consequent upon the failure of the
mine owners to agree on average sched-
mle. Although the shortage in 1809
amounted to $879,480, the results of the
actual workings have strengthened the
belief, previously expressed, in the rich-
ness and permanency of the mines in the
Slocan distriet,

Trail Creek.—Notwithstanding labor
troubles and closing down for a time of
the two principal mines, the Trail Oreek
division holds its leading pesition as &
producer, last year the shipments total-
ling 180,300 tons of ore, valued at $3,229,-

5. Six mines contributed 178,600 tons
of this guantity and 1,700 tons represent
the output of the other properties, of
which there are over twenty where de-
velopment works are ing worthy
of note. The output for this division
is good, now that a satisfactory agree-
ment has been arrived at between the
miners and mine OWIDeTS,

Boundary Creek.—The country to the
west of ‘I'rail Creek is known as Bound-
ary Creek and embraces Grand Porks
and Kettle River. It is highly mineraliz-
ed, principally in gold and copper. The
shipments so far have been small, the
ore being mostly low grade, rendering
long transportation unprofitable. This
difficulty will soon be overcome by the
ercction of smelters near the mines, and
two are now nearly completed. In the
meantime much development work has
been done and it is claimed that on one
property alone ore to the gross value of

over eleven million dollars has been re-

vealed. A large area of the Boyndary

Creek country is not yet properly pros-
pected and it is complained that there
are no maps of that portion north of Ket-
tle River, The number of free miners’
certificates issued during 1899 was 2,359,
‘méarly double the number issued in ‘the
previous year. ese figures, however,
do vot accurately indicate the increased
mining activity in Boundary Creek, for

it must be remembered that during the

law was amended to make it unnecessary
for a miner working in a mine to take
out the certificate, which was previously
<ompulsory.

of and adjoining ‘that mentioned,
character of the ore bodies is varied and

besides gold and copper includes galena
There are several

and free-milling ores.

|
,042  ed $800,000 during 1899
7,607,956 L son. extends over about only four months,

lar to those in Cariboo.

Atlin.—The placer mines of Atlin yield-
The open sea-
and last year the early part of it was lost,
in many cases, owing to the confusion
between ‘rival claim owners.. Upon ar-
rival at the scene of a judge of the Su-
preme court matters were set right and
general satisfaction was expressed with
the decisions and promptness with which
they were delivered. 'This district is
reached during the summer by rail and
lake steamers, withih twenty-four hours
of leaving the ocean steamships. This
convenience, together with the excellent
climate and comparatively cheap living,
has brought wages down to an average
of $5 per day. The placer claims are 100
i feet long by the entire width of the creek
| upon ‘which located” The representatives
of several companies were on the spot
early and purchased, from the locators,
groups of them with the intention of hy-
| draulicing, This will necessitate the im-
portation of heavy plants, the cost of
which will be greatly increased by trans-
portation, the rail charges alone between
ocean navigation and Lake Bennett

the railway company may see it to their

ing plants. Prospecting for quartz is
progressing with encouraging results,

ing in the Atlin district.
crmimissioner.

decis.ons.

mentoning the Lenora mine.

maindes tramway.

cut at the bottom 150 feet.

communieation to the
copper, is easily
smelter,

adjoining ’Froperty on the morth,
as the Tyhee,

amounting to $6 per ton. It is hoped that

own interest to reduce the freight on min-

some well defined fissure veins having
been discovered containing gold with iron,
copper and lead. Itis probable that there
will be great development in quartz min-
It would be a
great advantage to the Atlin district if
increased powers were vested in the gold
In the past gold ‘commis-
sieners have exercised the powers desir-
ed in a manner generally satisfactory, as
evidenced by the few appeals against their

Vanecouver Island.—In the case of Van-
couver Island a departure can be made by
I This prop-
erty iz citnated south of Chemainus, about
six miles from the Esquimalt & Nanaimo
railway, with which it is connected by
three miles of wagon road, and the re-
Development consists
of a tumel over 500 feet and there are
400 feet of crosscuts, drifts and upraises.
The shaft is' down 200 feet, with a cross-
This mine
gives employment to fitty men. The out-
put is now fifty tons per day, and could
be greatly increased if better means of
railway existed.
The ore, which contains gold, silver and

ily mined, in consequence
1809 session of the legislature the mining of the country rock being very soft— It
has been treated at the Texada /Jsland
and after paying all mining,
transportation and smelting charges Te-
P o turned a Mh t of abglt;tbﬂo gg:-'m 1'1:3 . n%

SOy 008~ the country west| compan as recen een. £OrT
e X the 51£oog subseribed for developing the
known
Another company has
commenced work on the same vein. but

with which claims can be re-staked with-
out doing any work upon them is a mat-
ter which the government should consid-
er without delay, as there is no doubt
much valuable property is thus locked up
and remafning unimproved. ;
Ooal.—During 1899 the Vancouver Isl-
and colleries gave employment to 8,317
hands, and the Crow’s Nest colleries 371
additional. ‘The total output of 1,306,324
tons was the largest on record. About
half of this quantity was exported to
California, Tepresenting over one-third of
the i tions into that state and fully
up to the average of previous years, Oth-
er shi ta were made to Alaska and
v et Bare: boet: ougioy”
y se # Ve & emp Y-
Isiand colleries.
Messrs. R. Dunsmuir & Sons have re-
cently decided to employ only white labor
and the Mongolians are being relieved as
fast as possible. The benefits which Van-
couver ?:fand will receive in consequence
are important.
The Orow’s Nest colleries produced
103,000 tons of coal, which was mostly
consumed in Oanada. For the first year's
output this’ may be considered eatizfac-
tory, in view of the limited local demand,
The very high grade of this coal will un-
dounbtedly commend itself in more distant
fields in the near future and supplant that
now offering. It has been used on H. M.
warships and understood to have given
satisfaction, but the official report is not
yet available. - 3 X
Coke.—Kootenay was supplied with
coke from the Crow’s Nest colleries. This
was only to be expected from the proxim-
ity of tﬁose colleries to the smelter when
compared with the colleries of Vancouver
Island. As there is a market for coke in
California, the Vancouver Island colleries
are likely to be fully employed in serv-
ing our neighbors to the south. The out-
put of coke during 1899 was 34,251 tons.
Other Minerals,—So far only gold, silv-
er, lead and coal have been referrg.d to.
1t is now desired to direct attention to
deposits of iron, gypsum, mica, plumba-
go, quicksilver and asbestos, mone of
which are yet developed. It m_expected
that the .saving of platinum in placer
workings will hereafter receive more at-
tention.
1n dealing with the foregoing the very
excellent report of 1he minister of mines
Las been consulied and the statements
herein made :sre go1crally confirmed “y
that work. Ir is to be regretted that
official returns are published only once a
year, and it has been repeatedly urged
that the annual report of the minister of
mines should be supplemented by bulle-
tins, issued at least quarterly. In the
absence of such official documents it can
only be stated generally that the mining
industry has progressed steadily during
the past six months and that it is expect-
ed that the output during 1900 will re-
sult in a substantial increase.
Smelters—The investment of much
capital in the establishment of smelters
in British Columbia supports the belief
that the permanency of the mining in-
dustry is beyond question. Two new
plants are almost ready to * blow in ”—
one at Grand Forks and the other at
Greenwood, in 'the Boundary Creek
country. The first named, erected by
the Granby Smelting Co., is practically
an adjunct to the Old Ironsides, Knob
Hill and City of Paris mines, in the first
two of which it is claimed that a million
and a half tons of ore are in sight above
tunnels. The B. C. Gopper Co., which
has erected the smelter at Greenwood,
also own mineral claims. . Their plant
has been construeted to treat 250 tons
per day, to start with, and will be ex-
tended later, as may be required. The.
Trail smelter is the largest in Canada,
the tota' capacity being about 1,000
tons per day. The main construction is
for the treatment of copper-gold ores,
but there are also lead stacks, and it is
intended to add a lead refinery. A cop-
per refinery forms part of the existing
plant: The Hall Mines smelter at Nel-
son can treat 300 tons of ore daily, and
has both copper-gold and silver-lead
plants. The Pilot Bay smelter can
The Vin

up;
valleys, more or less timbered, tributary
to the Kootenays, Okanagan, West Yale
and even New Westminster,” where, in
view of the grand future in store for
the Pacific Proyince, locations worth
having can yet be obtained from both
the Dominion and Provincial govern-
ments at a mere nominal price. Com-
paratively there

whole of which may be included in the
southern zone, than' on the Mainland.
Tt must be borne in mind, however, that
both Island and Cogst Mainland yalleys
are mostly covered syith timber, often of
giganti¢ pror pns;, hut usually those
valleys are interépersed with - grassy
swamps and alder-Bottoms of greater or
less extent; and this'is the kind of lqnd
settlers are looking after and. locating
upon. . :

“The great central zone of the prov-
ince, in which are the Peace, Black-
water, Nechaco, Bulkeley, Lower
Skeena and Lower Naas, including
Queen Charlotte Islands, has secarcely
been touched by the incoming wave of
settlement. Here may be found large
areas of ideal stock ranges, particularly
in the Bulkeley :and: Nechaco valleys.
Tu many localities throughout -this ex-
tensive region, mixed farming also
could be successfully carried on; and
thus, when means of communication are
established, -help to supply the almost
neighboring - mining communities -of
‘Atlin and the Upper Yukon with most
of the necessities of life. :

“In the Atlin district, which so far is
the best known portion of the northern
zone, there are partially open stretches
of country that might be profitably util-
jzed for stock-raising, and many shel-
tered valleys where hardy vegetables
and grain could be produced. In view
of the well-established and permanent
character of the rich placer, and hy-
draulic deposits, as well as immense
bodies of smelting ores, copper included,
the population of Atlin is bound to in-
crease, as other localities have done
under similar circumstances. The de-
velopment, therefore, of the farming
and grazing lands within easy reach of
the camps and towns which are spring-
ing up will benefit equally both the pro-
ducer and consumer, and it will be diffi-
cult to say whether the successful miner
or the fortunate occupant of the soil will
socure the most profit. Some of the
ranches in the Kettle River district are
already perfect bonanzas to the owners,
and it is quite possible that the same
thing may happen in Atlin if the right
sort of vegetable and poultry raising,
farming and cattle-grazing settlers take
up and cultivate the land available for
occupation.

“The labor market stringency of &
few years ago has entirely disappeared,
and supply now is not in excess of de-
mand in nearly all skilled and unskilled
lines. There is a constantly gzowing
demand for experienced miners in gold,
silver, lead, copper, iron snd other ores,
Coal miners are also required, together
with ‘underground and above ground
workers, especially since the recent de-
cision of Hon. James Dunsmuir, head of
the Bsquimalt & Nanaimo railway and’
colliery syndicate, and now premier of
the provincial government, to substitute
white for Oriental labor in all his' col-
lieries. This decision, of course, affects
the other collieries, so that expetiencgd
coal cutters desirous of coming to Brit-
ish Columbia can depend upon getting
employment at good wages, with ' little
ov no loss of time. Ship carpenters are
| Jikewise in demand-at present, bqth in
the Coast cities and on the navigable
waters of the mnorthern mines. :

“A large amount of British Colpmbla
printed matter continues to be issued
from the immigration office, in rgply to
correspondents seeking jnformation re-
lating to the province; the letters, of
course, are answered in detail.  These
enquiries, as between the United States
and Ganada, are from the British Isles
and the continent of Hurope, Germany

Scandinavian correspondence

tion of the most desirable land is taken 30, 1800, 37,545 sheep were
’ 2

but there are numerous outlying |y;65 which §1 per head duty was collect-

imported,

ed, which does not include the imports

from the Northwest Territory.

Attention is directed to the frequent

complaints which have .reached ' this

board in regard to the difficulty in find-|
ing the provincial agent’s general office

in London ahd the lack of information

available there. These complaints were

is; more government | .ommunicated to the late $
government,
land available on Vancouver Island, the |yt so far as known without result. Suct ;l;el;e t?ld not

conditions should not be allowed to con-
tinue. Several of the Mainland Boards
of Trade are also desirous of securing

don, and no time should be lost in or-
ganizing anot joint ,request - for the
much needed change in location of the
office and that it be furnished with ampl
reliable information upon all Britishmgo-
lumbia matters.

RAILWAYS.
The railway between Robson and Mid-
day, in the Boundary country, was open~
ed for traffic in September last. Short
branches to the principal mines have also
been constructed.

About sixteen miles of the Kootenay
Lake & Arrowhead railway have been
graded. The object of this line is to con-
nect Lardo, on Kootenay lake, with the,
C. P. R. system at Arrowhead.
The Kaslo & Lardo-Duncan railway, a
branch of the Kootenay Railway & Navi-
gtion Company’s system, will extend up
the Duncan river to the mining camps at
Hall creek and West Fork, where many
promising mineral properties exist.
Twelve miles is graded between Argenta,
on Kootenay lake, and Howser (lately
known as Duncan City), and a bridge
2,000 feet in leigth, at the foot of Howser
lake, is almost completed. - It is probable
that the line and the Kootenay Lake &
Arrowhead railway would have been open
for trafiic ere this but for the disturbed
conditions experienced in consequence of
the differences between the mine owners
and the miners,-
Too much stress can hardly be laid
upon the importance of opening up the
province with additional railways. A di-
rect line from the Coast into Kootenay
is urgently needed, as such a railway
would reduce the distance by about one-
half of the present circuitous route.
railway to the north end of Vancouver
Island would not only develop the country
through which it would pass, but would
be-of great importance in securing the
trade of the northern gold fields. ' Cari-
boo shouid be connected with the coast
by a railway. The great cost of get-
ting hdyraulic plants into that ecountry
is ‘a serious obstacle to proper develop-
ment. These three lines may be consid-
ered the most pressing and immediate
requirements’ of British Columbia, and
there is no doubt had the province re-
ceived from the Dominion government
the aid which is justly due in return for
the very large contributions in the form
of customs and other taxations, these
railways would to-day be well advanced
towards completion. It is recommended
that the incoming council should organ-
ize further joint representations by the
provineial ' government and Boards of
Trade throughout British Columbia and
that such representations should not cease
until the province secureg a fair measure
of justice in the matter of railway sub-
sidies. ‘The benefits which would result
from such railway construction would ex-
tend throughout Canada in comsequence
of the greatly increased demand for Eoodg
which cannot be produced in British Co-
Jumbia. As a matter of fact, the build-
ing of the Orow’s Nest Pass railway,
with terminus in Kootenay, has been of
the greatest advantage to Eastern Can-
ada, BEastern merchants have to-day an
advantage in freight rates in .supplymg
many of the mining centers in Koote-
nay. If the greatest advantage is to ac-
erue to British Columbia from the open-
ing up of the interior of the province
the railway and wagon roads must start
from the coast. .
ALASKA BOUNDARY.

A matter of great importance, not only
to British Columbia, but to the whole

me altogether of a most satisfactory
and encouraging nature.

“ When the Yukon gold fields were
opened first, I, as well as every Cana-
dian who took an interest in the pros-
perity of the country, could not help de-
ploring the fact that we derived so little
benefit from it. It appeared to me from
what I read in the papers at one time
that nearly all the goods that were sent
come from Canadian

duced here,

The secretary spoke of technical edu-
cation. There is a branch of technical
education in which I took a great deal
of interest during the four years which
I was connected with the inland revenue
department. I have placed myself in
communication with those in England
who are trying to introduce the mietrie
system. I have also placed myself in
communication with the treasury de-

The ships that earried the
goods were not Canadian ships; and |
altogether I felt anxious for the moment ‘
to know whether Canada—and British,

proper provincial representation in Lon-| Golumbia especially—would assert itself, | prepare the.

and derive from the diseovery of these
new gold fields the advantage to which
it -appeared to be entitled. But I have
just heard now that the amount of
goods shipped from Vietoria to the
Yukon district amounted, if I remember
right, to nearly two millions of dollars
this year, while in 1897 they did not'
exceed a quarter of a million—that is, !
eight times as much in less than two
years—and I think that should be a
great satisfaction to you. Furthermore,
as to the carrying of these goods, it
must be a great satisfaction for you
and all British’ Columbians to see that
now such a considerable proportion of
these goods—more than 87 per cent.—
are carried in Canadian ships, instead
of American. I think this is as it ought
to be. I think that Oanadians ought
to reap as much as possible of the ad-
vantages that they can derive from the
bountiful supply of raw material the
province has given them in every way.
“ Now, for instance, speaking of the
pulp industry, which I see you are tak-
ing up, I hope that the hemlock and the
Douglas fir will be found as favorable
for the manufacture of pulp as we find
the spruce in the Kastern provinces.
We have not the Douglas fir in the East,
but there is an abundance of hemlock.
I do not think it has been decided so
far whether the hemlock is quite as ad-
vantageous in the production of pulp as
the white spruce.

“ There is one thing, however. which
I want to take the liberty of drawing
your attention to. I think when we see
so many hundreds and thousands of
our young men—especially in the BEast—
leaving Canada and going to our neigh-
bors to beg work, and when we think
how nature has given us such bountiful
materials by which we can give them
the means of earning their living and |
keeping them here—to raise their fami-
lies here—I think we ought by all
means to understand it is our duty to
profit by what Providence has done for
us. When you think of the hundreds of
thousands of cords of wood that are
gsent from our Bastern provinces into
the United States to be manufactured
into pulp: when you think that each of
those cords of pulp leaves only about $3
or $3.50 in Canada to the man who has
gone into the woods, who has cut down
and sawn that wood, who has carted it
to the wharf from which it was sent to
the United States; when you think it
leaves in our country only about $3.50,.
and the same kind of pulp manufactured
in one of our pulp mills in Canada
leaves $16 of work—I do not mean $16
profit to the owner of the pulp mill—I
mean to say that the work of building
the pulp mill and the labor of the men.
who work in the pulp mill—the whole
thing together—leaves $16 in Canada,
instead of $3.50. ' I hope this will be

partment at Washington and others who
‘are doing their best to introduce the
inetric system there. It is a new thing,
but nevertheless I think it my duty to
. of. Canada for the
Speedy intro “of the metric sys-
tem, and I tell you why. In Eng-
land a special committee of the House
ot Commons, as far back as 1895, recom-
mended its compulsory introduction in
two years. They do not proceed quite as
fast m.Englnnd, and 8o far they have not
made it compulsory, but have legalized
it, and now all the inspectors of weights
and measures in England are familiar
with the weights and measures of the
metric system, so as to be able to in-
spect all their measures according to that
system. They are doing exactly the same
at Washington and have introduce a bill
to make it compulsory as soon as pos-
sible, Well, it is our duty in Canada to
try and make ourselves acquainted with
that system, so that when the United
States and England have adopted it we
will be ready to adopt it too; and I con-
sider 'it my duty now. having once be-
gun that work, to continue it. I have
written to Ottawa to get a collection of
all the systems of weights and measures
for your hall, Mr. President, and some
day if you can stand a short conference
with me I will do myself the pleasure of
showing how simpe it is.
“I thank you, Mr. President and gentle-
men, for having been so patient,” (Loud
applduse.)
The chair directed the attention of those
present to the fact that the board was in
receipt of a copy of the report of the pro-
ceedings of the Chambers of Commerce of
the Empire. The report contained a reso-
lutien brought forward by Robt. Wazd, the
board’s delegate to the conference, urging
the desirability of a speedy settlement of
the Alaskan boundary dispute, )
Alluding to the annual réport whieh had
been read by Mr. Blworthy, Mr. McCand-
less expressed surprise fo find it stated
therein that the amourt of trade with
Skagway carried in British bottoms was 87
per cent. of the total amount of freight
handled. This might be correct, but he
could not understand it. There were more
American boats plying to the North than
Canadian; perhaps the statement was a
litle overdrawn., He was of the opinion
that' the only solution of the northern
transportation problem lay in the building
of an all-Canadian route to the Yukou
country. As matters were at present, trads
arrangements with Skagway were most ag-
gravating, The authorities at that port
were continually putting obstacles in the
way of Canadian operations. Last year
they imposed a duty on perishable goods,
but after strenuous objections on the part
of Oanadian shippers this grievance was
done away with. But the Skagway peop'e
soon found other ways and means of ham-
pering the Canadians. Just now, passen-
gers arriving on Canadian vessels find it
very difficult to obtain their baggage with.
out great delay. Of his personal knowledge-
Judge Cralg and party had to go on to
Dawson without their baggage, They had to-
choose between this course and laying

understood here as well as it ought to
be in the other provineces. I am glad to-
say they are beginning to understand it
in the other provineces, and there are
two ways which they have adopted
there which I think will concentrate the
manufacture of pulp in Canada. I
must tell you that in the Bastern prov-
inces nearly all the timber is manufac-
tured in crown mills; the quantity manu-
factured in private mills is so small it is
not worth mentioning. logs pro-
duced on ‘crown lands in Ontario must

over for twenty four hours.

As the situatiop was at present, the
Canadians were entirely at the metey of
the Americans, as far as trade operations
with the northern country weére concerned.
Canada must have a road of her owm it
she was to be placed in a position to com-
pete with the Americans and handle the
trade which legitimately belonged to her.
He was quite satisfied that ‘the United
States would never give up one inch of
Alaskan terrftory. Instead of being in a

be manufactured in that proyvince. So

far as pulp wood is concerned in Quebee, | C €
an end should soon be put to the waste bondlng privileges. The federal and pro-

concillatory mood, the Skagwaylans were
actually agitating for the abrogation of the

handle only lead-silver ores.
Anda smelter, a copper-gold plant, is
not so large as those mentioned, Lut

etamp mills working, and one company adjsining the Lenora on the south./ There mostly.
has already received in dividends a re-jare other excellent prospects negrer YVie-

‘turn of about 50 per cent. of their capi- |toria. On the Ralph claim, distant about
{ § ity

that kind of an experience is to
bne like it. I don’t want it in
hot for a controlling interest in the
ck Lode.” b £

iz sending hundreds of thousands of | vinclal governments should wunite In the

£ da, is the unsettled Alaska
g6 "Lanaes, 8 cords of wood away. -When the pulp isktace of this cendition of affairs and buitd

boundary. The loss of trade can al-

for some time past has been nearly dis-
continued.” At |
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