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THE CONDITION OF
THE COUNTRY.

The condition of the province is not
satisfactory. ‘The great silver-mining in-
dustry is temporarily paralyzed by rea-
son of the hasty legislation of last ses-
sion. The confidence of investors has
been rudely shaken. The development
of mining districts is being retarded by
{he exclusion of aliens and by the un-
certainties atfending the operations of
companies formed for hydraulic mining.
There is complaint on every hand that
the reasonable demands of new sections
for public works is ndt being complied
with, Law and order are imperilled.
And last, but not least, the legislature
is being petitioned by representatives
of millions of money, invested in metal-
liferous mining, for relief from the ex-
isting strained situation. In the face of
these conditions the ministry stands
helpless. It cannot claim that it is pre-
vented by a factious opposition from do-
ing anything to improve the situation,
for although invited by more than one
speaker on the opposition side to de-
‘clare if they proposed to lay before the
house anything whatever looking in the
direction of relief, the ministers remain-
ed silent. We refrained from making
this observation until the Master of the
Administration had spoken. We did not
suppose he would permit the Premier to
venture upon the thin ice of a declara-
tion of policy, or that Dr. McKechnie
would be permitted to do anything ex-
cept quote poetry and assail hig former
political god. But in common with the
house and the country, we looked to Mr.
Cotton for at least something approach-
ing a hint that the government appreci-
ates the condition of the province and
contemplates doing something to relieve
it. If' he had indicated anything of this
kind, he might have found the opposition
ready to suspend their assault upon the
government to permit the necessary legis-
lation to be enacted, . But what have we
had? So far as the debate has now gone,
and the ministers have said all they
have to say, it seems as though from
the government point of view the only
thing before the country is a quarrel
between their creator and late colleague
and master, Mr. Joseph' Martin, and
themselves. In this quarrel Messrs.
Semlin, Hume and McKechnie play

only a subordinate role. The interests|nature of .parliament, for it will cast a

of the provinde must stand still while
Messrs. Cotton and Martin setttle which
of them is to come to the top at the
‘next election in Vancouver. Mr. Martin
gave the house very distinctly to un-
derstand that he is in the political fight
to down Mr, Cotton and his colleagues;
but because he did so, the government
were under no obligation to take the
challenge up and occupy the house with
a personal quarrel, while the great in-
dustrial interests of the province vain-
iy demand immediate considération. If
there was an atom of statesmanship,
nay, if there were a grain of apprecia-
tion of the needs of the country, of
the needs which lie upon the very sur-
face of things and which no man
can fail to see if he is not wilfully
blind, Mr. Martin and his grievances
would have been side-tracked by mea-
sures to meet these needs. The ministers
knew long before the session what those
needs are. They knew long before the
gession what attitude Mr. Martin intend-
ed to take. But the bpeech from the
throne reads wvery much as if they had
wpurposely laid aside the consideration of
all measures of importance, in order to
' give Mr. Cotton a free hand in his fight
with Mr. Martin. ;
. Under these circumstances we submit]
that if the Lieutenant-Governor should
send for Mr. Semlin and ask him how
long he proposes that this sort of thing
shall go on, he would be justified by con-
stitutional usage and be sustained by the
voice of the country. No man supposes
that the end of the Martin-Cotton quar-
rel has been reached, Every one knows
that it has only begun and that long be-
fore it has been concluded there will be
such a washing of dirty linen as this
province has never seen. There is a
charge of falsification of records to be
disposed of. There is a charge of de-
lipernte misrepresentation to the country
of the facts regarding the passage of the
‘eight-hour law. There is the Deadman’s
Island jsgue, which has hardly  been
touched. There are other matters more
directly personal to Mr, Cotton that can
hardly fail to come up. We protest that
Mr. Cotton’s interests are not of such
surpassing importance that the affairs
of British Columbia ought to stand still
while they are béing disposed of. The
remedy is his removal from the admini-
strition, Or rather, this would be the re-
“m if Mr. Semlin were a stronger man.
It he were equal to the situation he
would say to the gentleman, who, in de-
fiance of -the constitution, continues to
hold twa cabinet portfolios, that his resig-
nation was needed at the earliest pos-
gible day, 4nd he would take into -his
c¢abniet two gentlemnen against whom
there are not such objections as may
justly be made against Mr. Cotton, and
who wonld enable him to carry onthe
_pusiness of the country. But Mr, Sem-
fin is not equal to this heroic remedy,
so there is no use in suggesting
it as a means of relieving -the present
tension, It would be ‘an act of folly
to propose that Mr. Semlin should be
continued as leader of ‘a re-organized
government, Therefore the only way in
which relief. can be found is in the re-
signation of Mr. Semlin, whereby the
Lieutenant-Governor’ will be enabled
to select a first mfdister who can free the
province from the miserable issues which
.mow _distract public attention from the
greater questions of the day.

stances would afford very little relief.
fusion. We would have the Semlin—!
Cotton combination appealing for sup-
port. We would have Mr. Martin en-
deavoring to create a party for himself.
We would have the Wilson movement
putting candidates in the field. And we
wounld have the regular opposition with
its men up. The result would be abso-
lute confusion and the setting back:of
the province for some years, while these
rival parties contended for supremacy.
1f there is to be an appeal to the peo-
ple it should be by a new ministry with
a new policy. We refuse to believe that
this provinee is so devoid of capable men
that such a ministry cannot be formed.
We submit for the consideration of the
Lieutenant-Governor if he ought not to
give the sitnation his best thought so
as to discover if he can a way by which
the provinee can be led out of the difficul-
ties into which it has. been ' plunged
through the incompetency, the rashness
and the demagogic principles of his pre-
sent advisers. The province needs new
ministers, and a new policy, The petty
jssues of the hour ought to be brush-
ed aside, and they would be by a strong-
er man in the position of premier. We
believe there is more than one man in
the house who could meet the require-
ments of the case and form a ministry
which would command a majority and
would give the country some measures
to set it once more on the highway to
prosperity.

P SRR
THE THREAT OF DISSOLUTION.

Mr. Pooley made an excellent and
forceful reply to the threat of dissolution
made by Premier Semlin in his speech
on the Address. He cited the strongest
possible authority against a proceeding
of this kind. The principle of parliamen-
tary government has been well expressed
by Dr. Todd in his work on Parliamen-
tary Government in England. Dr. Todd
said:

“It is highly irregular and unconstitu-
tional to refer to a dissolution of parlia-
ment as 2 probable contingency with a
view to influence the conduct of mem-
bers upon the particular occasion. For
the houses of parliament should always
be in a position to exercise an unbiassed
judgment upon every question brought
before them, fearing neither the crown

‘on the one hand nor the people on the
other.”

. Nothing can be clearer than this. Noth-
ing can be more reasonable, Nothing is
more in keeping with all best traditions
and principles of parliamentary govern-
ment. Let us look for a moment at the

flood of light upon the question.
Parliament is the representative body
of the people, and on it depends the se-
curity of all our liberties. History shows
us that for nearly a thousand years, or
ever since parliaments have existed, there
has been more or less of a contest Qe-
tween the Crown and the representatives
of the people. There have been times,
when the King has arbitrarily dissolved
parliaments, and other times when they
have refused to call them together. Oec-
casions have arisen when parliament, be-
ing unwilling to bend to the sovereign’s
will, has been summarily dissolved and
elections have been held so much
under the control of the officers
of the Crown that a  sufficient
number of servile members have
been returned to enable the Crown
to work out its designs. The power of
dissolution is an extraordinary branch of
the prerogative which has only been ex-
ercised in cases of emergency.

It is evident that if the members of
parliament sit at all times under the
shadow of dissolution, they will be un-
able to discharge their duties in an in-
dependent manner; and it is clear-enough
that if the Premier of the time being can
constitutionally arise in his place in the
house and threaten men with this ex-
traordinary prerogative, the end of the
independence of parliament has come.,
Certainly an extraordinary spectacle is
presented to the country. As Mr. Pooley
said, the threat of dissolution could mot
be meant to influence the members of the
opposition. - Its only object could be. to
intimidate wavering supporters. Hénce
we may logically claim that the threat of
dissolution is & confession by Mr. Sem-
lin that he cannot keep his party together
except by duress. This conclusion can-
not be avoided in any way. There canr
not be a man in the province, who does
not know that the intention of the Pre-
mier was to compel his supporters to
stand by him. The government, there-
fore, occupies the very extraordinary po-
sition, that it expects to keep office if it is
able 1o do so at all, only by a majority of
one and to ‘be able to hold this only by
the unconstitutional threat of a dissolu-
tion. 5
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MR. COTTON'S SPEECH.

Mr. Cotton made a long speech on the
Address. We do not say it was too long.
On the contrary, we approve of long
speeches ‘on important occasions., for it is
right that all matters relating to the gov-
ernment of this province should be fully
discussed. There has not been enough
discussion in the past. The people have
not been kept as thoroughly inforined as
to the reasons which influence legislation
as they ought to be. But when we have
said that Mr. Cotton’s speech was loung,
and when we add that was well express-
ed, we have stated all that there is to be
said in favor of it. Mr. Cotton is a gen-
tleman of ability, and if a better case
could have been made for the govern-
ment he wounld have presented it to the
house. The house and the country look-

The whole province would be in con- | that all is very little. ‘When Mr. Cotton sat

said in defence of his government, and

down after a speech of about two hours
and a half he left no man stronger in
allegiance to the ministry and no one any
more confident that the affairs o!'tl_xe pro-
vinee are likely to be well administered
by them.

P E—— , S

AN ARGUMENT
FROM EXPERIENCE

Col. Baker in his speech in the house
yesterday referred to the manner in
which the revenue of the province ex-
panded during the eight years previous
to the advent of the present ministry.
This ihcrease is directly attributable to
the manner in which the province was
opened up under the liberal and progres-
sive policy adopted by the late govern-
ment. He claimed that this result
showed the policy to have been states-
manlike.  The position 'is well taken.
A policy can be best judged by 'its re-
sults. It is true that for a series of
years the Turner ministry invested bor-
rowed money in public improvements.
The loans were expressly made for the
purpose of being so expended. Having
been so expended, the revenue of the
country became buoyant and expanding,
and the excellent showing made gave an
increased value to our inscribed stock,
so that during the period in which Mr.
Turner held the portfolio of finance it
rose from 86 to 104, 'This advance in
value took place mnotwithstanding the
known fact that the province would be
in the market in a short time as a bor-
rower of more money. Mr, Turner in
floating the loan of 1895 gave the finan-
ciers who handled it to understand in
the most distinct way that after three
years a new loan would probably be
issued.’ Thus it is demonstrated that
the financiers of London, whose judg-
ment in these matters is conceded to be
the best in the world, were satisfied with
the soundness of the policy of borrowing
money to be expended in opening the
province.

In view of these tacts, not one of
which can be called in question, we sub-
mit that the mouths of the critics of the
late administration are closed so far as
relates. to the financial policy followed.
The present miniscry is following
another course. It started out by claim-
ing that their predecessors had brought
the province to the verge of bankruptcy
by recklessness and extravagance. There
was 'little wonder, therefore, that they
found themselves compelled to accept
four points less for the new loan than
the old one was then bringing in the
open market. The tmanciers took them
at their word and bid for the loan ac-
cordingly. The public would not touch
it all, and it was necessary to go to the
Bank of British Columbia and the B. C.
Land & Investment Agency, two local
institutions which thoroughly understand
the truth as to the province and how
utterly false were the pretensions of the
ministry that their predecessors had
been ‘wasteful and extravagant.

». — .

. A PART OF THE COST.

In ‘their last eircular Messrs. More &
Co. say that at conservative estimate the
value of British Columbia mining stocks
has depreciated $0,000,000 since the pas-
sage of the eight-hour law. The whole of
this loss kas not fallen wpon this provinee,
possibly not fifty per eent. of it, because
a large proportion of our stocks are held
dlsewhere, but the depreciation in value
is actual and cannot fail to have a very
serions effect wpon future investments
here. This is a part of the cost of a
hasty piece of legislation. We are not
contending and never have eontended for
long hours for working men; but we have
been and are opposed to reckless inter-
ference by the legislature between em-
ployers and employed. There was nothing
in the condition of the miners of Koote-
nay which called for legislative interven-
tion. The men were satisfied with their
hours of labor and their rate of wages.
At least, if this was not the case, there
‘was no evidence of anything like discon-
tent. The movement for an eight-hour
day was not inspired by the miners as a
class. They would have been quite satis-
fied to be let alone as they were, or, if the
government thought it desirable to reduce
the hours of labor, to have been invited
to consult with the representatives of the
mine-owners and the government with
the view of arriving at a conclusion that
would have been mutually satisfactory.
When the condition of metalliferous min-
ing in this province is swch that an eight-
hour day can be made universal, we
should be glad to see it adopted. It
might everr be possible to provide a means
whereby such a system could be brought
into operation gradually, althovugh doubt-
less there would be some difficulty about
it. - Nevertheless it is surprising how dif-
ficulties disappear when men get together
with an honest intention of reaching a
solution of any problem. . The plan which
ought to have been adopted was to have
referred the subject to a commission, and
it is not too late to do so now.
s | S

RAIL TO THE NORTH.

Undoubtedly the g.eatest of all ques-
tions, with which the people of Victoria
are at present concerned, is that of rail-
way construction to (the north end of
Vancoaver Island. A connection with
the Lower Mainland is highly important,
and connection with the nearest railway
point to the south will follow as a mat-
ter of course upon the construction of
rail to the north. We have already said
that rail to the north is the key to the
whole situation. This provided, the

ed to him for something that could be
called a comprehensive statement of gov-
ernment policy, for 'some indication of
what it is proposed to do to meet the
pressing needs of the province. But
nothing of the kind was forthcoming., He
was personally apologetic throughout, his
effort clearly being to square himself in
the eyes of his constituents.. We have

A dissolution under existing circum-

other very desirable projects will come
bout as a matter of course, and with
a minimum of cost to the city. We do
not know that any person, now contem-
plating the construction of a line on the
Island, contemplates approaching the
citizens with a request for aid. It is
premature to say anything on this point,
because it is not yet ascertained who
will : pyt_‘this  project through.: .Twe

his| of them Ras

.
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a charter for the propored line have
been given. It is understood that one
been given at fhe instance
of Mr. James Dunsmuir. 'The names
of the persons on whose behalf the other
notice has been given have not been dis-
closed, but two financial combinations
have been spoken of in connection with
it. It is understood that Mr. Dunsmuir
is not desirous of controlling the enter-
prise, if ‘others desire to take it up, but
will give his assistance and support to
any company that can show itself to be
in a position to take up the project and
carry it out. © We think it well that this
should- be thoroughly understood, be-
cause we wish the subject to be ap-
proached from the standpoint of the

citizens generally and not as _somgethlng
which any capitalist or combination of
capitalists is prom s

To place the matter before the citizens
in a practical way, it may be stated that
to securé the early construction of this
railway, a subsidy from the federal
government, will be essential. ~ There-
fore it becomes the duty of the people
of Victoria and Vancouver Island gener-
ally, and we believe the people of Van-
couver will co-operate, to unite In the
strongest possible representations to _the
government in faver of such a subsidy.
The probability is that during the com-
ing session of parliament a general sub-
sidy act will be introduced. 'There was
a tacit understanding at the last session
that this should be done, and in view of
the probability that a general election
will be held this year, there is all the
more reason to expect such a measure.
In order to get this matter in proper
shape, a public meeting: ought to be held
in the city hall early in February, at
which a committee may be appointed to
supervise the circulation of petitions ask-
ing for a federal subsidy. It is better
to do this while the matter stands as it
does now—that is, unidentified with any
individual promoter. There will be less
possibility of opposition;. and" the result
of the movement will enure to the benefit
of any one who may ultimately take the
project in hand.

gt

MR. EBERTS' SPEECH.

The house greatly enjoyed the speech
delivered by Mr. Eberts yesterday, which
was forcible and eloquent. The nrember
from South Victoria displayed a mastery
of his-subject and went over thie whole
field in a manner that gave satistaction
to his friends and uneasiness to his op-
ponents. ~ Mr.: Cotton did his best to
parry the attacks by frequent interrup-
tions, but took nothing by them, except
rejoinders that must have made him
wish he had remained silent.

It is impossible that the administration
can stand long under such an attack, to
which no convineing reply is pessible. It
was very clear from a study of the faces
of the ministers and their supporters that
they realized when the adjournment for
dinner was taken, the end of the pre-
sent regime to-be very near.

The imaginary ‘“majority of one” was
not particularly in evidence yesterday
afternoon.  With Messrs.. Martin and
Higgins absent, the house divided yester-
day 17 to 18. If these two gentlemen
had been in their places the vote would
have been 19 opposition to 18 govern-
ment, and once more Mr, Semlin would
have lost control of the house. "We ask
him, and we ask every one else concern-
ed, how it can be pretended that the gov-
ernment is in a position under these eir-
cumstances to carry on the affairs of the
.country.

BRITISH COLUMBIA'S COMPANY.

At the patriotic meeting Col. Gregory
brought up the question of the control of
the company of mounted men to be furn-
ijshed by this province for service in
South Africa, and’ Mr. Turner also did
so. We feel able to agree with what was
said by both gentlemen. . It is certainly
not desirable that there should be “any
strings” attached to British Columbia’s,
as. Col. Gregory holds, and it:is also desir
able ‘that the British Columbia com-
pany should have some distinguishing
name, as Mr. Turner suggests. There
does not seem to be any serious dificulty
in the way of giving effect to both views.
The British Columbia company might
easily have a distinctive name, so that
when any of its' members are engaged in
special work their identity can be known.
This would not necessitate their mainten-
ance at all times as a distinct corps. - The
ideas of the War Department must rule
in a matter of this kind, and we feel very
sure that if it were represented to that
office that British Columbians would like
to be able to keep track of their boys. mo
difficulty would be found in devising a
way. We did not understand Mr. Turn-
er as suggesting- that the distinguishing
name should be a condition of the offer.
He would probably be the last man to.
propose that any condition should accom-
pany the offer. Nor did we understand
Col. Gregory as objecting to seme dis-
tinguishing mark or name for our com-
pany. The latter simply wished to guard
against anything like stipulating for
terma which the Ward Department might
hesitate about concgding, and the former
only to indicate a way in which the na-
tural interest and pride of British Col-
umbians in a company raised by them-
selves without imperial ov federal assist-
ance could reccive seme recognition.

- ] f———

The government refused to allow the
debate to be adjourned wuntil Monday on
the plea that it was necessary to get on
with the public business, and yet when
Mr. Prentice very pertinently asked
what business there was to go.on with,
they had no answer t@ make. The rea-
son for the refusal is that the govern-
ment feared that they could not pass the
address in a full: house, and Mr. Higgins
being confined to his house by illness and
Mr. Joseph Martin being absent from the
city, they hoped to be able to save their
bacon for a few days longer. Tt is worth
a little over $10 a day to Mr. Semlin and
his eolleagues to cling te office, and if
they counld get the address through, a
week or ten days would probably pass
before an occasion would arise on which
they could be defeated, which.means

heard from Mr. Cotton all' there is to be

notices of application: to ‘parliament for

from $70 to'$100 for each of them, and
this is not to be sneezed at. ; :

A BLOW AT FREEDOM.

safeguards of parliamentary

Only one step remains to be taken by
Mr. Speaker Forster to establish an au-
tocracy in British Columbia and destroy
the last vestige of parliamentary gov- Total +.es..
ernment, and that is to direet the ser-
geant-at-arms to refuse admission to the| liable upon the Sidney railway bonds as
legisiature to any person suspected of an| follows:
intention to vote against the government.
We say this in all seriousness. Feor this| To be paid ..
is no matter for joke.” On Friday might
a spectacle was presented in the legisla-
ture for which there was no parallel
since the day when Cromwell drove par- which the city will have in the project
lisment out of doers, and while it was|Dby the time the bonds issued to buy the
being enacted men, presumably men of stock are taken up. If compound inter-
intelligence, eat grinning in their seatsjest is takem into consideration, this
as though a roaring farce were being en-  amount will be $219,120 greater, but we
acted. At the destrmetion of a lumatic| will eliminate ecompound interest from
asylum not long ago, the inmates were both statements to avoid complicatien.
described as laughing merrily as the fatal Under the guarantee plan, which it is
flames eame up on them. They did not said will be submitted to the council, tire’
realize their peril. The merriment of a | city will be relieved of the interest to be
majority of those beliind the government | hereafter paid on the Victoria & Sidney
—we are glad to say not all—when the bonds, or $153,000. The amount of the
Speaker was ruthlessly striking down the | guaramtee cammot exeeed $840,000, which
liberty, | is $60,000 less than the eost of the

that the $500,000 of stock will cost the
citizens as follows: -

Original cost of stock.........$500,000
Twenty years’ interest........ 400,000

In addition the city has paid and is

Already paid

Total ..cteivideie
Thus we have the sum of $1,116,000

built up with infinite care through cen-
turies, and trampling the rights of the
minority into the dust, can only be ex-
plained by sapposing that they did not
realize what was being done.

The Master of the Adn¥inistration is go-
ing on bravely. Perhaps his next trick
will be to lock the opposition up in a
committee room while he obtains from
his servile following such legislation as
suits his purposes. And why not? Can
he not claim that similar conduct hasy
ben condoned By a majority of the leg-
islators of British Columbia?

Every constitutional precedent bearing
upon the right of free discussion was vio-
lated on Friday night. The Journals of
the House do mot bear out the elaim
made by the Speaker, and if the Journals
may be disregarded, then: at any time 2
Speaker can keep a card up his sleeve
to be played at a critical moment. If
this shameful act is to pass into a pre-
cedent, all that a partizan Speaker will
have to do hereafter is to mutter some-
thing to himself, tell the government
caucus fhat he did so; and tiien spring it
upon the house to:the comfusion of the
opposition. There is not a stage of par-
liamentary procedure at which such a
confidence game camnot be played. Mr.
Forster may have said what he alleges
he did. 'We would be very sorry indeed
to intimate that he would deliberately
utter a false statement, but that a ma-
jority of the members so understood him,

$500,000 stock with interest thereon.
Thus the guarastee plan makes a differ-
ence in favor:of the eity of $213,000.
But it will be’said that the city stands
a chance of gettihg semething for its
Let it be grarted.
very same - influences’ whiech will enable
the city to-realize something out of its
stock will under the other plan relieve
it from payments under its guarantee.
The stock will only be worth anything
to the city when'thie milway pays;
when it pays-it will meet the interest on
its bonds &nd the city will be called upon
Hence our preference for
a guarantee over a stock subseription.

We feel sure that the majority of the
citizens will agree with: us that the pro-
posal of Messrs. Tupper,. Peters & Potts,
the statement made by Mr. Remouf and
the considerations above advanced make
out the strongest possible reasons for
delay in the submission: of the by-law
now before the council.

)

So much interest:centres around Lady-
smith that it may be as well to remind
readers that it is the junction of the line
from Harrismith, . in
with the railway from Durban te Pre-
The distance from Durban to
Ladysmith is 190" miles:.
smith to Harrismith is 60 miles, the
direction being northwesterly, and the
line runs through the. mountains om the

Friday demonstrates:

emplified.

———

our own people,

bonds; bBut this is an error.

or that if they did undérstand him it jus-
tified his action of Friday night, or that
he had any authority to-take the rights of
the minority away from them of his own
mere whim, for there was no motion that
the Address should be comsidered as a
whole, cannot be for a moment claimed.

That the matter may be fully under-|o¢ Thing’'s Nek: At
stood, we may state that the practice in
all parliamentary. bodies is to take up
the Address in reply to the Speech as a
whole first, and afterwards to discuss it
paragraph by paragraph. During this| nies’ Firther
discussion the greatest freedom is allow-
ed, and when Mr. Semlin: took credit to
himself for permitting latitude of de-
bate, hg was simply treating the house to
what was either an exhibition: of arre-
gance, which we do not think likely, or
was carried away by the excitement of
the moment. It may be: said’ that these
matters are mefe formalities; but nothing
is more true than that forms are the out-
er bulwarks of liberty, as-the incident of

FERRY TO THE MAINLAND.

berder of the Free State by way of Van
Reenan’s Pass. The line to Pretoria
| puns northwesterly from Ladysmith, and
at 41 miles reaches Glencoe Junction.
 Thence a branch extends: six miles to
Dundee, where there are coal mines,
From Glencoe the main.line extends in
a general northwesterly. direction by way
78 miles from
Ladysmith, Newcastle is-situated, which
.is the last place of importance in Natal.
| Charlestown, the first: imaportant centre
'of population in the Transvaal, is 36
on.  Johannesbusg is
| reached at 293 miles . from Ladysmith,
| or 483 from Durban, and 28 miles fur-
they is Pretoria. The line from the
' somth on which Colesberg it sitwated

' south of Johannesburg,..

[ Gen. Warren is moving forward witk
| caution, and his left, accerding to Gen.
:Bul.!er’s telegram, advanced about two
i miles yesterday. AsS near as one can
gather from the knowledge awvailable as
- te. the disposition of his: forces and the

We do not know what action the op-| nature of the country, Gen. Warren is

position members of the:legislature will | continuing his flanking.movement, but is
feel called upon to take:to protect their

rights and liberties, but we are confident
that they will not hesitate to make their | the way.
protest effective. They have the sym-
pathy of the publie, for-they are cham-
pioning the cause of freedomr of diseus-[is possible that this.

sion. It must be apparent to- every one [ ment to the left is. to.
that if discussion:is to- be tlivottled by
the Speaker, whenever it serves the pur-| Gen. White’s
poses of the government to choke off de-|
baté, the legislature may as well be sent
home, and the sooner the ‘better. " The
evils of attending the carrying on of af-
fairs by a government not in efficient
control of the house have been fully ex-

. now so closely in' touchi. with: the ememy
that he has to fight for every foot of
‘ Yesterday morning’s de-
| spatehes were to the effeet that the main
' Boer position was still in front, and it
swinging move-
avoid a direct
 frontal attack, and get in touech with
forces,. who: must be
| chafing at the delay, in their joining
| hands with: the relieving column. The
evident intention of onr generals is to
gecure every step of the way and pro-
 vide means whereby, the beleaguered gar-
rison at Ladysmith.can be united with
| the main army and.the inhabitants be
relieved from the danger of bombard-
ment and an assault;. Once this is done,
the whole face of the campaign in Natal
will be changed. Ladysmith has only

The statement made By Mr. Renouf| been the governing: factor in the Natal
’before the city council' om Friday ewen-|campaign because some 10,000 or 12,000
ing, that a number- of lecal capitalists | of our men were held there. Its seizure
were prepared to submit a new proposalfby the Boers if the garrison should be
for the construction of a railway and withdrawn would. be of no permanent
ferry to the .Mainland, must be ‘under-| military advantage to them.
stood as an admission by the only known | not suggest that it will be abandoned by
promoter of the Victoria-Chilliwack by-}our forees, for this is unlikely owing to
law that this proposal will have to be}its important pesition in connection with
abandoned. Mr. Remouf is entitled tofthe railways; but only that when Gen.
a great deal of credit for the emergetic
manner in whicl hre has directed public| the general ini command thinks best, ‘the
attention to this impertant subject, and | enemy will no longer have any objeet in’
we ave sure that every one will be glad | maintaining; his present position in Natal
to see what the mew offer is that he de-| €VeD if he w:abln.
sires to submit. The statement that he
has such an offer is the strongest argu-
ment that can be made for delaying the|-
submission: of the by-law. = Other things| her son by birth, but the Empire claims
being equal;. every one wowld prefer to| 2 right to. a sbare of the honor of his
see a projeet of this kind finaneed by | splendid career and glorious death. ‘The

We do

White’s force.is free to come or go as

—_— e —————
A SCOTCH HERO.

Scotland may claim Gen. Wauchepe as

story of that terrible scene at Magers-

A claim is put forward by some that] fontein, when the deceased amd entrap-
the scheme: proposed in the by-law is less ped Ilighlanders were exposed to the
expensive ' than ' the guaranteeing of| merciless fire of a conceale@ enemy, is

:joins the line from Durban a few miles |

is to be asked to take $500,000 stock in
the first seheme, while propesal No. 2 ig
that the eity shall agree to guarantee
‘intesest at 4 per cent, for 21 years on
$1,000,000. We assume that the new
proposal to be made by Mr. Renouf’s
friends will take a shape similar to offer
Neo. 2. 1t is important, therefore, to see
which is the less expensive plan of the
two. If the city takes $500,000 stock
in the project it will have to borrow the
money. on bonds, and the annual charge

for .interest will not be less than 4 per
cent, for 20 years. ~'We therefore find

The city | one of the saddest in the annals of our
army. That they fought to a man like
herees was only what anyene wonld have
expected from soldiers with such a re-
cord, That they did pot sueceed proves
that they were sent to do 'what was
But a day of reckoning will
come. The enemy will yot learn what it | order,
is to meet the soms of the heather when
their fighting blood is up and a loved
leader and comrades are to be avenged.
Nothing will stop the Highland Brigade
when it is again given a chance to hurl

(t!fl the system fro!
‘itself upon the foe.  tion

CUR

‘Bick Headache snd relieveall the troubles fned
dent to a billous state of the system, such a®
Nausea, Drowsiness, Distress aftes

eating, Paln iny the Side, &o. While their mosh
gemarkable success has been irouring
and pre-

s K
Headache, yot Carter’s Little Liver DIl are
aqual in Constip curingand pr
eorrectalldisordersofth h 1o the

| Nver and regulate thebowels. Even if theyouly .

~ HEAD

Xohethey wonld bealmostpriceless to thoss whar
suffer from this distr laing;

mately theirgoodness docs notend here,and those’
whoonceiry them will find these little pitis valu-
able in somany ways that they will not be wils
dngtodowithoutthem. Butafterallsiok head:

ACHE

1s tHe'Yane of 50 nany lives that hero is where

wemakeour great boast. Our pillscureit while
others donod.

Carter’s:Litile Liver Pills sre very small snd
very easydo-take. One or two pills makea dose.
They arestrictly vegetable and do not gripe oe
purpe, bhtdy their gentls action please all who
se theryy Jivislsat25cents; fivefor $1. Soid

druggistseverywhere, or sent by mail.
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be added'tt the roll of British honor, .
but it willlot be the last that Scotland
will contribwtey Ee is one of a numerous
and goodly company of heroes, who have
died nobly on the field of duty for their
country’s cause. There is something in
the Scotch bloed: which peculiarly fits
those in whose veins it runs for deeds of
daring. You cannot epen a page of the his-
tory of Britain’s battles without finding
thereon the name of some heroic Scotch
leader or some deed ef valor done by the
rank and file of those who wear the tar-
tan. All honor to:Scettish courage. Its re-
cord may be dyed with blood, but it has
never been stained with dishonor.

- —

Mr. Eberts - cliarged that when the
financial returns:up to January 1st, 1900,
are brought down. the revenue of this
province is steadily and rapidly declin-
ing, and the Finance Minister sat in his
place and did not venture to deny it.

Mr. Pooley defined His attitude on the
eight-hour law in. very plain terms. He
said that he is utterly opposed to such
bald legislation, passed without discus-
sion or without anythimg to safeguard the
great interests inwolved.

P

What is the use of Mr. Cotton’s deny-
ing that he proposed’ to throw the In-
seribed Act over whem he floated a loan.
The swhole country kmews that he did,
and that the supperters of the govern-
ment all over the provinee boasted of it.
Mr. Cotton may quibble about the words
that he used; but he- eanmot befool the
people.

(e s L

When Mr. Eberts<plaeed before the at-
tention of the house yesterday the real
meaning of a majority of one, he pro-
duced a profound efféct. He pointed out
that a majority of .one means that gov-
ernment measures, if opposed, can only
be carried through committee by the cast-
ing vote of the Chmirman, a condition of
things which is cemtainly not in the in-
terest of good government and sound leg-
islation.

N e
A correspondent: falls into the same er-
ror as the 1imes did a few days ago and !
berates the printers: because the calendars
for 1900 do not give February 29 days. .
February has 29 days in leap years only
and 1000 is not a.ieap-year. It is true .
that 1900 can be divided by 4 without a .
remainder, but the even centuries, ¢x- .
cept those dividable by 400 without a re- -
mainder, are exceptions to this general ;
rule for determining Jeap-year. Ordinary
years under the modern or “Gregorian”
calendar are a little too short, but the
addition of an extra day every faur
years makes the average a little too long.
So every 100 years for three comsecutive
centuries a leap:gear is dropped, then:the .
day is taken on again by the hundredth .
year, but is dropped again for 300 years.
Thus 2000 will be leap-year; 2100, .
2200 and 2300:will not; but 2400 will..
Even with all this micety of balance the-
years are a little too long.  The excess:
being 26 seconds. So that it will be neces-
sary after two million years.to drop-
an additional leap-year in order to get rid.

of the surplus.. . )

THE. KING MINING .CO.

Sir: In your eolumns this morning the.
King Mining: Company, Limited, Is Te-
presented. as. a signatory to the petition.to.
the legislative assembly asking fon- the
repeal of. the eight-hour lawg

Permit me as -a director of that company:
to say that ks name has without the .au-
thority of the board been astached to.that
petition, and is quite unjussified. L believe-
the majority of the directoxs are, as I am,
in favor, of the eight-houp law. . .

SMITH CURTIS

-_——

A lacy liver may be only a tired liver, or
a starved liver. A stigk is all right for
the back of a lazy map. But i would be
a savage as well as a stupid thing to beat
& wWeary mn or a starving man hecause he
lagged In his work. So in tresting the lag.
dng liver it is a great mistake to lash it
with drastic drugs. In ninety-nine cases
out of a hundred a torpid or singgish liver
is but a symptom ef an ill-mourished bodv,
whose organs are weary with overwork.
Let. your liver sfone. Start with the
stomach and its allled organs of digestion
and nutrition. Put them i proper working
. and see how quickly your lyer will.
beeome active and ene . Der. Pierce’s
Golden Medicel Discovery has made many
marvellons cwres of ‘‘liver- gromble’”’ by its
wonderful eomtrol of the organs of diges-
tion and netrition. It reatores the normal
activity of the stomach, increased the se-
cretions of the blood making giands, clc‘ain-

m ; poisoneus accumula-
s, ‘and so relieves the Hiecr of the buor-

Gen. Wauchope's 1s the latest name t&

gg:ixmpooed_nmn it by th. defection of

(From Sunday’s Daily Editio

Anti-Japanese
Legisla

The Reason Why the
Passed Last Year We
Disallowed.

—

Minister of Justice Giveg
Reasons for Pronounci
Against Them.

The correspondence brought do
$ion. Mr. Semlin in connection W
disallowance of the anti-Japanese
tion passed by the British Columb
lature last year contains a commu
to the Governor-General-in-Coun
Hon. Mr. Mills, minister of justicej
states:

«por the reasons stated in the co|
dence which took place between Y
cellency’s government and the govd
of British Columbia with regard
statutes of that province for the y¢
and in the orders of Your Excel
Council with regard to the same, th
signed consider it undesirable th
provisions affecting Japanese shoul
lowed to remain in operaticn. In
the action taken by Your Excellenc]
ernment with respect to the sta
1808, containing similar clav t
reasons then influencing Your Excd
government, which still hold good,
dersigned entertains the hope that
attention of the government of Brif]
umbia being drawn to the matter t}
ernment will undertake to have th
tutes amended by repealing the cla]
ferred to which affect Japanese,”

The letter incloses the followin
from the Japanese Consul at Vanc

Vancouver, B.C., Feb. 9th

In the name of the Imperial gov
of Japan I respectfully beg to
against the legislation being pag
the present session of the legisl
British Columbia, aiming at the
tion of Japanese labor underground|
mines, or in other works author]
provincial acts. I respectfully
same objections as I had the hono
Ing against the legislation of samg
of last session, and would request s
sideration as will lead to Your BExcd
disallowance of same., Will con
mail.

(Signed) S. SHIMIZ
Imperial Japanese (]

To the Dominion government M
zu complains of the provisions rel
Japanese in the Act to Amend th
Mines’ Regulation Act, prohibiti
ployment of Japanese undergroun
anti-Japanese legislation in priva
He also complains of bill No. 60, i
Japanese are included among tho!
gible to hold liquor licenses. He

“Your Excellency will observe {
discrimination in the bill No. 60
cided advance upon the former =
almed against Japanese labor, inas
this bill imposes restrictions on
subjects in matters of trade also.
2lso be taken, I think, as an indicaf]
these anti-Japanese measures will
here, in this ‘province, unless thd
authorities are pleased to exercl
powers. I therefore respectfully o
to. more emphatically reiterate m:
that Your Excellency will give tH
lation such consideration as will
Your Excellency’s disallowance
same."”

The part played by the Secretary
in the negotiations is disclosed in
munications which passed betwee
ing street and the Governor-Gene
der date ‘of March 8 he forwards
lodged with the Imperial govern
Marquis Kato, of the Japanese
at London. The Marquis, after p|
against the passage of the Coal M
gulation Amendment Act, as ‘‘an
stance of discrimination aimed 8
ese subjects in that province,”
with the following words:

“Several bills with a similar pur
ed by the legislature of the same
last year have formed the subjeq
respondence between Y, L, and m
while my government is deeply 8
the solicitous attention which Her
government, and at their instance
ernment of Canada, are paying wi
to the issue of those bills, I feel
by this renewed action on the pa
ish Columbia to call the attentid
Majesty's government once mor
subject.

«“The exXceptions which the Im:
ernment haye taken to the legi
last year apply in the present ca
full scope and extent. Therefor
reitering the reasons which I
against such legislation in the le
1 had the honor to address to
date of August 8rd, 1808, I take
ty of calling your attentiofzto th
requesting Her Majesty's governy
tend to the present instance thi
lghtened policy which they ha
in regard to the legislation of
with the confident assurance t
policy will fail in augmenting
borly relations existing between
the Dominion of Canada.”

In consequence of these represq
Mr. Chamberlain, the two lette
were forwarded from the coloni

“Downing Street, March 2i

“My Lord. I have the honor
edge ithe receipt of pour dispafy
of the 27th February, forwardin
letter from the Japanese consul
‘ver in which he calls attentiog
measures which have been int
the legislative assembly of Br
bia, during its present session,
the employment of Japanese, a!
with regard to these measure
tions which he urged against th
of the same nature passed by th|
of that province last year.

‘2, Her Majesty’'s governme
gret to find the government an
of British Columbia adopting
which is justly regarded as of
friendly power, ‘and they hop
ministry will be able to arra
cancellation of the objectionabj
and the substitution of a me:
while it will secure the desi
of undesirable immigrants, wil
result by means of some gern
that already suggested in my 4
214, of the 20th July, 1808,
Her Majesty's government st
cate the passing of exception
:affecting Japanese already in

“(Signed) J. CHAMH

Governor-General, etc.

“Downing Street, May
My Lord: I have the hong
that you ‘will be good enoug
_your ministers that a note has
ed to Her Majesty’'s govern
.Japanese minister at this col
ing of the Act Respecting Ll
recently passed by the legisl
ish Columbia, of which a ¢
;‘lond in. your despatch, No.
Ma

“, Her Majesty's governm




