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A PIBA FOR REPBAL

Miners of the Klondyke Point Out
the Injustice of the
Regulations,

Only One Out of Forty-five cmims
Has Proved Exceptionally
Rich.

L J

(E. J. Livernash in 8. F. Examiner.)

Dawson Crry (Northwest Territory,
Dominion of Canada), Sept.23.—Thomas
Fawcett, the gold commissioner of Can-
ada for the Klondyke region, has just re-
ceived from the Minister of the Interior
at Ottawa, official notification of the
adoption in council of new regulations
for the Yukon district, under which 10
and 20 per cent. royalties are to be
levied on the output of gold mines. The
new laws are not effective until pro-
claimed in the district to which they
apply.

The commissioner was very much dis-
tressed, for he recognized the injustice
of the new regulations. He will nat pro-
claim them- forthwith, for thereason that
Major Walsh, who comes 'to supervise
the enforcement of the laws of Canada,
is reported to be nearing Dawson, and
because unofficial information had ar-
rived to the effect that the objectionable
regulations had been rescinded.

Dawson is aflame with indignation.
The commissioner received the news
yesterday, and at 4 o’clock in the after-
noon of that day an open-air mass meet-
ing was held, and the suggestion of some
of the most important claim holders, to
consider the situation. Captain George
Morgan presided. Temperate, but
earnest speeches were made and a com-
mittee of five was chosen to draft a
memorial directing the attention of the
Canadian government to the unfairness
of the new regulations.

The committee, consisting of Messrs.
Frederick Hutchinson, Alexander Mec-
Donald, T. H. Mallory, Frank Conrad
and Henry Tibbets, all Canadians, were
chosen by the crowd, and these men may
be said to represent fairly the best class
of solid miners.

The committee had a Iengthy confer-
ence on the 23rd, and a preamble and
resolutions were adopted covering the
situations. This plea of the Yukon
miners for fair treatment from Canadais
addressed to the government, and runs
as follows:

MINERS APPEAL TO THE DOMINION.

‘ Whereas, It is reported that the
Dominion of Canada has 8o amended the
mining regulations governing the placers
of the Yukon district of the Northwest
Territories that heavy royalties are to be
imposed, based on the output of the gold
fields, and the ereek and river claims
are to be limited in length to 100 feet,
rather than 500 feet, as heretofore, and
that every alternate claim is to be re-
served from entry; now, therefore, by
the miners of the Yukon district, in
solemn mass meeting assembled, be it

“ Resolved, Thatin what we are about
to say we are animated by respect for the

éfgvernment of this Dominion and a pp{-
‘found faith in the justice of the people
of Canada and their representatives. We
believe that a plain statement of the
conditions surrounding ue will be given
earnest consideration; and for that we
may be appealing for justice when jus-
tice has been granted, we have this to
suggest: That we are so cut off from
speedy communication with Ottawa and
80 uncertain as to the trustworthiness of
such unofficial information as filters to
us that we are as men groping in the
dark, yet cannot rest in silence while
there is probability that the laws affect-
ing us are changed or changing and sub-
ject to alteration withoutour knowledge.

*¢ Resolved, That if this Dominion has
imposed heavy royalties, cut the size of
bottom claims and reserved every alter-
nate claim from the pick and shovel of
the prospector, or if this Dominion is
seriously considering proposals to make
changes of such scope, we believe it is
because the officials of Canada have been
misinformed as to the conditions pre-
vailing in the gold fields of the Yukon}
and, therefore, we respectfully represent
as true these propositions:

INACCURATE REPORTS CONCERNING KLON-
DYKE.

¢ First — Grossly inaccurate reports
have been published through the news-
papers of Canada and the United States
concerning the placers of the Klondyke
and Indian divisions of the Yukon dis-
trict. Men of this district who have
gone hence to the centres of population
in this Dominion and the United States
are quoted by the press as authority for
statements wholly false or grievously
misleading. The impression has been
given, apparently, that enormously rich
claims are the rule, and that gold may
be mined with profit, now, almost any-
where in the vast region about the vil-
lage of Dawson. That impression is not
justified.

*“ Second—Of the 1,800 claims thus far
recorded, not more than two score have
been demonstrated to be remarkably
rich. The others are either moderately
rich, local conditions | considered, or
practically unknown quantities—most of
them are unknown quantities. The in-
dications are favorable to a fair profit for
the claim-owners if no royalties be im-
posed ; there is no certainty that a con-
siderable percentage of the claims would
be profitable if heavily taxed.

¢ Third—The remarkably rich claims
lie on Bonanza creek and its tributaries.
These streams, whose waters go into the
Klondyke, are small, and the claims be-
lieved to have value have been granted
by Canada to the miners who are work-
ing them. Possibly they cannot consti-
tutionally be taxed 10 or 20 per cent. a8
royalty, now that the government and
claim-hoiders have contracted on an-
other basis for year to year, and certain-
ly they cannot be taxed so during the
current year, for which the claim-hold-
ers possess written leases. Within two
years their riches can be exhausted, and
it is possible that within the term of the
leases now iesued some of the richest
will be left barren, or nearly so. ':Ehere-
fore, so far as men can know now,with the
other stream valleys of the Yukon almost
unknown, save for the more or less unre-
liable reports of occasional prospectors,
any heavy tax imposed on mines would
have these effects:

PERNICIOUS EFFECTS OF HEAVY ROYALTIES,

“(a) If the government cannot varyin
essence the character of its contract with

claim known to be rich will be exempted
from the g of heavy royalties, and
these royalties will fall as a weight on
claims not yet granted, discouraging
development, with the likelihood from
indications that such other claims will
be less rich than those that inspired the
high taxation.
“(b). If government can so vary its
contract, claimowners who exhaust the
wealth of the mines before the expira-
tion of leases now granted will escape
and the burden will fall unequally.

““(c). The less rich mines might not
be worth working at all.

¢ (d). The royalty might, accordingly,
ln-ove prohibitive, and in the case of the
ess successful (who are, in all likeli-
hood, as twenty to one in comparison
with those who have fairly, rich claims),
it might be an.injustice the most cruel
government would not knowingly prac-
tice, further embarrassing the already
less fortunate mimer.
‘ Fourth—The wage rates are high
and supplies are costly. Ordinary la-
borers command $1.50 the hour; flour
costs $12 to $16 the hundred weight ; ba-
con costs 50 cents the pound ; good grade
blankets cost $256 apiece, and other sup-
plies are proportionately expensive. It
is difficult and at times impossible to
buy supplies at all, and famine condi-
tions threaten in this region every win-
ter and shortage is the rule. In conse-
quence not many of the mines of this
district, even in the stream-valleys of
the Bonanza and its branches, yield
much beyond expenses at present, and
many that have been well prospected are
not rich enough to justify the claim own-
ers in employing assietant workers. The
operating of mines is further hampered
by severe climatic conditions. These
lead to the need of thawing the frozen
gravel before it can be shoveled, and the
ground is frozen all the year. During
the long cold season, extending from
early October to June, wood fires must
be burned in the drifts, and during the
warm season the sun cannot always free
the gravel from its fetters, though pits
are 80 dug as to give the rays the fullest
opportunity. .
¢ Fifth—There are no roads in all this
district, and never were miners more
handicapped in moving to and from
mines than are we of the Yukon. For
transporting supplies we are obliged to
pay 30 cents a pound for a journey of
fifteen miles, and more proportionately
for further distances, and this because of
the deep, wet moss and the miles of mad
and tangled brush through which men
must struggle, packs on back.
‘¢ Sixth—This is a land of tremendous
golitudes and marvelous wildness. It
appears to be a land of immense promise
for the prospector, but the appearance
may be deceptive. There is practically
nothing known of it beyond a radius of
twenty miles. It is outside the range of
language to picture the difficulties that
beset the explorer here who goes forth
with pick, shoved arnd gold-pan to search
for gold. Only strong men are equal
to the task, and only men of
great - courage * and _ perseverance
can press far. If Canada place
a heavy hand on the prospectors already
almost frenzied with toil and privation,
rospecting in Canadian territory will
ge abandoned by the majority, and
prospectors will turn toward the Alas-
kan gold fields, where there are promises
not much less encouraging than those of
these Territories, and where terms im-
posed by government, if more loose, are
nevertheless not burdensome. This is
not a threat; it is a condition. We are
too respectful of Canada and too grateful
for benefits conferred to set forth any-
thing save by way of informing the gov-
ernment of the situation as we see it
here. ;
¢ (a). Should the government fail to
co-operate with the claim-holders, the
having only 100 feet, and that between
government claims, would be an afflic-
tion in that miner-like provision could
not be made for the most profitable
working of the central claim. Norcouid
a number of miners co-operatz for the
joint working of consecutive claims.

CAPITAL MIGHT CROWD THE l’NER.

‘‘(b). Should government, on the other
hand, sell the claims located, and this
after the prospector’s labor had given
market value to these adjoining claims,

it might well be that the miner would be

crowded to the wall by capital; for
whereas with every claim open to entry,

the successful prospector could  give
friendly individuals the benefit of his
discovery and surround himself with

neighbors to his liking, or at least gain
the advantage that comes of the absence
of favoritism to capital; human affairs
are 8o organized that capital would have
the advantage in bidding for the proper-
ties held by the crown, and this without
any fault of government in the course of
sales.

** Resolved, That we have kept from

view the hunger and the cold, the
heartache and the weariuess we have en-
dured and are enduring in this desolate
region to which we were bidden by Can-
-ada. We came into the wilderness, led
on by the fairlaws and promising stream-
valleysand mountains of these far-reach-
ing territories; and we have made for
ourselves the huts we dwell in, the trails
we traverse and the rude implements
wherewith we toil. Shall Canada, now
that we look up and breathe again, still
amidst conditions of rigor and uncer-
tainty, reach out unkindly and vary in
essence the laws that brought us hither,
take from us an unreasonable portion of
that for which we havesuffered, and im-
poee on the daring and earnest men who
are toiling .as prospectors in a land of
eternal ice regulations ungerousand per-
haps prohibitive of quest for undiscov-
ered treasure? We appeal to Canada to
pause; we ask of her that she send into
the midst of us a commission that shall
report to her the facts as they are, before
the last word is said as to the govern-
ment of the Yukon placers.”

The members of the committee were
unanimously in favor of the resolutions,
and agreed to report them to the mass
meeting.

After deciding upon their report, they
arranged to be informed of the wishes of
the gold commissioner. Mr. Fawcett
advised that no memorial be dispatched
to Ottawa until after the arrival in Daw-
son of Major Walsh, so that the major
might be commissioned to report on the
requirements and resources of the dis-
trict, and might be persuaded to endorsa
the resolutions framed by the coinmit-
tee.

At 7 o’clock to-night the opera house
was filled with the best men of the Klon-
dyke. Oaptain Morgan called the meet-
ing to order, and the committee signified
its readiness to report, but suggested the
counsel of the gold commissioner. It
was speedily determined to await the
advent of Major Walsh, The committee
was given further time in which fo re-

the subject, then the holders of the

port, and was directed to confer with

Maljor Walsh as soon as possible, and to
call a meeting of the men of the district
fora time when he could be present.
Then the gathering dispersed. It was
large, orderly and dignified. Deep
earnestness and more moderation than
might have been exmted were the
strong characteristics observed.

HOPEFUL THAT CANADA WILL BE JUST.

The moderation is due to the convie-
tion that if Canada has not repealad the
new regulations she will repeal them
when she understands them to be, as
they doubtless are, unjust. If theirfaith
is misplaced there will be firm resistance
of the outrageons taxation and speedy
abandonment of most of the prospecting.
There will be bloodshed, too.

Those who credit the unofficial report
that the odious regulations have been
withdrawn, and who believe that official
notification to that effect is on the way
to Dawson, fear that Canada will not
suffer the old regulations to stand.
Radical amendment is anticipated, and
in the direotion of increased taxation
\and reservation of claims. Therefore
even they are muttering.

The news hasset the miners to casting
willing glances toward Alaska. There
are good opportunities near Circle City,
along the American end of the Forty-
mile, on the Tanana, and in other dis-
tricts already more or less familiar to
most of the men in and about Dawson.
Let Canada be a bit careless of the
equities and she may have to wait a while
to have her solitudes explored.

HARRY JENSEN DEAD.

One of the Prisoners at the Provincial Jail
‘Will Never Finish His Sentence.

Harry Jensen, one of the prisoners in
the provincial jail has his term unex-
pectedly cut short by death on Sunday.
Jensen was somewhat of a character, and
a slippery fellow to hold, for he made his
escape several times from the hands of
the law, and only in July had six months
added to his sentence for attempted es-
cape. Early in the spring Jensen stole
some whiskey from Mr, Sam. Clay’s
saloon and then carried it away
in a boat heé purloined. A little
later he was captured on the West Coast
by provincial constable Seely, who had
some difficalty in landing his prisoner
as Jensen made no fewer than three at-
tempts to escape and had to be intimi-
dated by a couple of revolver shots fired
in his direction.
In April Jensen was sentenced to 18
months in jail for stealing, and in July,
when he was at work in the jail quarry,
he effected his escape. For a short time
he led the police quite a chase, for though
he never went far from town, it seemed
impossible to take him. It turned out
afterwards that he had been in town sev-
eral times dressed in women’s clothes,
and at last a trap was laid for him and
Constable McDondld captured him out
on the Oak Bay road. For this at-
tempted escape six monthse were added
to his first sentence.
On Sunday morning Jensen complain-
ed of pains in his head and Dr. Helm-
cken gave him some medicine in the|
forenoon. The prisoner lay down in his
cot in the afternoon and when in the
evening the doctor returned he found
that Jensen had died in his sleep. The
inquest held yesterday afternoon showed
epilepsy as the cause of death.
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MR. BURNETT’S RECITAL.

A Very Pleasant Musical Evening at St.
Andrew’s Church,

*

»

Last evening’s organ recital at. St.
Andrew’s Presbyterian church was heard
by a very appreciative audience. Mr.G.
J. Burnett and Mr. J. W. Fisher pre-
sided at the organ, and the programme
was interspersed with vocal solos by
Miss Russell, Mr. Pilling and Mr. Brown.
A Grand Offertoire, by Batiste, opened
the programme, and was followed by
Mendelssohn’s First  Organ Sonata, a
very diffieult piece, judging by Mr.
Burnett’s dexterous manual and pedal
work, the contrasting movements show-
ing in a marked manner the capabilities
of the organ. Mr. Pilling sang
““The King’ in fine style, the
words being very distinet. Guil-
mant’s Marche Funebre was in-
tellectually interpreted by Mr. Fisher,
the slow funeral tread being noticeable
on the pedals, followed by able descrip-
tion of the harps in the Chant Seraph-
ique. The sweet soprano of Miss Rus-
sell 'deserves to be heard much oftener,
her rendering of Luzzi’s ‘‘ Ave Maria”’
meriting praise for both tone and enun-
ciation. The next number by Mr. Fisher
was the renowned march of Wagner’s
‘ Tannhauser’’ very successfully render-
ed. TheGrand Storm Fantasia deserves
special comment, the diversified effect
being vividly portrayed in the shepherds’
pipes, the gusts of wind, the storm- and
prayer, under Mr. Burnett’s masterly
fingers. . Mr. Brown was as usual pleas-
ing in the melodious song ‘‘Calvary,”
and an offertoire of Batiste’s brought the
successful concert to an end.

A pepuTATION Of the Sir William Wal-
lace Sqciety vesterday waited on Lieu-
tenant Governor McIlnnes, who is a
member of the society, and congratu-
lated him upon his appointment, Dr.
Milne read an address and short con-
gratulatory. speeches were also made by
Rev. Dr. Campbell, Chief Hay and the
secretary, Mr. R. H. Jameson. "Lieu-
tenant Governor McInnes expressed his
pleasure at the address, and then His
Honor was favored with some music on
the pipes, Piper Robertson striking up
“The Cock o’ the North’’ and *‘ High-
land Laddies,” and Mr. McDonald fol-
lowing with the famous tune that is
heard reverberating through the ancient
Edinburgh Castle in the early morning,
¢ Johnny Cope.”’

A PROMINENT VANCOUVERITE

Permanently Cured of Asthma—Clark’s Kola
Compound a Perfect Specific.

Mr. F. J. Painton writes :—I have been
a great sufferer from Asthma for many
years, during which time I have con-
sulted different physicians both in Eng-
land and Canada without permanent re-
lief. A friend who had been cured by
Clark’s Kola Compound advised me to
try it. Three bottles have completely
cured me, and previous to taking this
remedy I have many nights had to sit up
nearly all night. I can with confidence
recommend this remedy to all Asthmatic
sufferers., Sold by John Cochrane and
Hall & Co. x

Heavy blankets, mitts, Alaska
socks, heavy wool underwear. B.
Williams & Co. x
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BUT ILL PROVISIONED.

Although the ‘ Weare’ and the
** Bella” Reached Dawson They
Had Not Much Food. v

The ‘‘ Weare” Will Make Another
* Trip—Kid Birch Acquitted
of Murder.

Leaving Dyea for Victoria direct the
day subsequent to the Corona’s depart-
ure from the Lynn Canal, the steamer
Farallon made port yesterday morning,
bringing thirty or more Skagway and
Juneau passengers, and two who have
the right to register from Dawson City.
These latter are William O. Leake, own-
er of claim 31, El Dorado, and William
Love, a butcher wha accompanied a
band of cattle into Dawson, and is now
returning to the Coast. Both were
members of Jack Dalton’s party, which
left Dawson on the 15th Oectober, and
while the majority of their companions
came through by the City of Seattle,
they have ** laid over ”’ a ship at Juneaun
to doa little business and enjoy some of
the comforts of civilization.

Leake fully confirms the news sent
through by E. J. Livernash, the special
correspondent at Dawson of the Journal-
Examiner, that two steamers—the Bella
and the Weare—had made their way up
the Yukon to Dawson. with supplies of
provisions to relieve the situation there.
Their combined cargoes would not, how-
ever, according to Mr. Leake, approach
anything near the 300 tons reported by
Mr. Livernash. On the contrary this
would be an outside estimate of the car-
go capacities of the two steamers,
and while they mno. doubt left
Fort Yukon {fully laden, it must
not be forgotten that they were held
up at Circle City and relieved of a major
portion of their provisions by the des-
perate miners who had reached that
point.

Weighing all these circumstances, Mr.
Leake does not believe that the relief
boats had more than 180 tons at an out-
gide estimate when they reached the
Klondyke capital—and of this a consid-
erable portion was coal oil. AlLthat the
two boats brought was in warehouses by
the time. the Dalton party startéd—at
noon .on the 13th—and while the Bella
was under orders to winter at Dawson,
the Weare started back at once for Fort
Yukon, to bring up still another cargo
before winter closed the river.

As Dalton and his companions had
200 miles of fairly clear water on their
way out, Mr, Leake does not anticipate
that she will have any difficulty in
carrying out this plan. In Dawson at
the time of his departure, mutton was
the staple fresh food supply, the cattle
having been exhausted, but 1,500 sheep
taken in by the passes and river con-
giderably augmenting the supply of eat-
ables. There was no shortage of canned
goods, he says, and while in the event of
no more supplies getting through, there
was every prospect of people going
hungry, no one intelligently analysing
the situation would venture to predict
actual starvation for anyone.

The El Dorado claim holder: will re-
turn to Victoria from the Sound in a few
days and here outfit for his return trip.
He brings the news from Jim Macaulay
that he is coming through immediately
and will eat Christmas dinner with his
friends in Victoria. )

Of the latest news from the mines Mr.
Leake tells something.  In early Octo-
ber two rushes had occurred—one to
Eureka creek, an affluent of the Indian,
and the other to All Gold creek, a near
neighhor of Too Much Gold. Prospect-
ing at last advices had gone no further
on either of these new discoveries than
panning a little gravel, and good color
was the only absolutely reliable report.
Charles Houser had arrived from Stew-
art river, where he has been prospecting
for gold during the last fifteen months.
He went 200 miles up the Stewart and
turned into Mayo creek. Twelve miles
up the Mayo he sunk a shaft to bedrock
—the first bedrock shaft ever sunk on
the Stewart, so far as known. No gold
was found in gravel or on bedrock, so
the bold prospector built a raft and made
the run to Dawson, where he will win-
ter. In the spring he will resume work
on the Stewart. Only twenty-five men
have been prospecting on that stream
and its tributaries this season, Mr. Hou-
ger reports, and of these not one has
sunk a shaft to any considerable depth.
The Farallon on her just completed
voyage had her taste of the ‘¢ takou,”
but came through it safely, although
some of her officers had an unpleasantly
close call. The chief engineer, with one
or two men from the ship, had taken the
little steamer Perhaps, and, accom-
panied by the owner of that craft, his
wife and their child, was rounding up a
missing cargo scow when the blizzard
struck them—blowing ‘‘fit to cut the
hair off a dog’s back and with the ther-
mometer at six below.”” The chief had
ears and nose frozen, and all suffered
terribly before being rescued by the first
officer of the Farallon on a small local
steamer sent to look for them—the Per-
haps, in the meanwhile, having piled
upon the rocks.

The Detroit, landed on Douglas island
in the same storm, had been re-floated
before the Farallon sailed south,
and was on her way to the near-
est port at which satisfactory re-
pairs could be made. She, in
all probability will continue to run from
Juneau to the Lynn Canal towns, while
the Perhaps will maintain a ferry service
between Skagway and Dyea. The town-
gite war at the latter place has now sim-
mered down to threatenings, and no
further hostilities were looked for with
the Healey & Wilson tract as the battle
field. At Juneau the district court is
still in session with the Kid Birch case
before it. Birch had been tried and ac-
quitted on the first count of murder, and
was subsequently having his hearing for
manslaughter, with the probabilities in
tavor of conviction.

The Farallon will be ready to return
north on or about her schedule date
and will undoubtedly continue to do goo(i
business until her successor, a steamer
of 1800 tons, now building in San Fran-
cisco, is ready for service in the early
spring. .

“Well,” said the congressman  from
Owattamy, ‘I guess the Indian problem
has been solved at last. We'll soon be rid
of the red man now.” ‘“How so?” asked
one of his constituents. * They’ve taken up
football.”’”—Cleveland Leader.

PUBLIC MEN'S AFFAIRS.

British Precedent and Present Prac-
tice Favor Connection with
Commereial Enterprise.

And Political Enemies Display Only
Spite in Critieising British
Columbia Mimisters.

To teE EpITOR:—It is to be hoped
that the majority of Mr. Turner’s ad-
herents will welcome the *‘interview ’’
published in last Sunday’s CoronisT.
Public men in England have, in recent
years, been rather too prome to treat
with silence any violent attacks made
against their character, particularly
when such attacks have been peculiarly
bitter and persistent. In certain cases
there is no doubt that silence is the best
form of showing contempt. Yet I think
that under the circumstances the pub-
lishing of Mr. Turner’s /‘apologia’’ is
fully jostified, in spite of the vitupera-
tion and bitterness displayed by the
hostile press. The pith of Mr. Turner’s
argument is—1I take it to be—** I desired
and intended to bring English capital
into this country; and conceived that,
by accepting the position which my op-
ponents decry, I should be ecarrying out
my intentions.”” Mr. Turner now gives
us a definite and reasonable explanation
of his conduct. Without doubt English
capital is needed in this country. Cana-
dian capitalists are scarce, Some of the
few, who have made ventures here, burnt
their fingers badly during the Rossland
boom.

English capitalists have hitherto been
rather shy of British Columbian ven-
tures, and Americans have not been
slow to reap the benefit of this shyness.
Furthermore, we have it from Mr. Tur-
ner, that there is a necessity for such
companies as those with which he has
recently become connected. As head of
one of the largest mercantile firms in the
province, he has every opportunity of
judging of such matters; and there are
doubtless many who coneur with his
stated opinion. The fact of his name
appearing on the advisory board of cer-
tain companies has apparently attracted
some attention in England. However,
I fail to perceive, what the local opposi-
tion press seems 80 anxious to point ouf,
that the English papers condemn Mr,
Turner and his associates for the mere
fact of their having allowed their names
to be used in support of a commercial
undertaking. That the companies them-
selves have been criticised, and that,
consequently, Mr. Tarner and Mr. Poo-
ley have been taken to task as to their
wisdom in associating themselves with
the same I do not deny.

Mr. Turner suggests that the English
press criticisms are the result of hostile
wire-pulling in London. Be this as it
may, let us assume for the nonce, that
the criticisms are genuine. I cannot
help thinking (and I am sure many will
agree with me) that both Mr, Turner
and Mr, Pooley are better able to form a
proper estimate of the financial status
and commercial value of the companies
in question than the London financial
critics are.

Be it understood that I hold no brief
for Messrs. Turner and Pooley; the
former I have met only once (it was by
the banks of the Kootenay river, and our
brief conversation was purelv of a pis-
catorial nature), and I no not even know
who the latter gentleman is, save that he
is a member of’ the present administra-
tion—I may be wrong, but I infer as
much from the local newspapers. I be-
long to no party, and what little I know
of provincial politice does not create in
me a fervid desire to know more. There-
fore, being without the pale, I only plead
for fair play on'behalf of these gentle-
men. For does it not amount to this?
Mr. Turner’s opponents seek tocondemn
him before trial. Suppose that Mr,
Tuarner’s-most sanguine wishes are grati-
fied; that these undertakings prove a
great financial and commercial success;
that, not only the shareholders of the
companies but the whole colonv, benefit
considerably by them. What then?
Who will then rise up and question Mr.
Turner’s present conduct? The fact is
that the clamorof the local press against
public men accepting such positions is
absurd. The principle may be right or
it may be wrong (I am not going to dis-
cuss that question now), but such as it
is, the principle is one which is adhered
to all over the British Empire.

I could quote many examples to prove
this, but two especially occur to me as
indirectly I was connected with both
concerns. About eight years ago there
was formed in London a company called
the Law Guarantee and Trust Company.
The objects of the company, in fact the
whole concern, was at the time subjected
to some rather severe criticism in the
press. One of the trustees of the society
was the then Lord Chancellor; another,
the master of the rolls (Lord Esher); and
on the board of directors were five high
court judges. This society, through
varying fortunes, has succeeded in es-
tablishing itself on & firm and lasting
basis. Further, it has proved of great
benefit to the community, notably to
trustees, a fact that any London lawyer
can testify to, and it goes without say-
ing that the confidence placed in the
gociety all along has been maintained
and strengthened by the unblemished
public character of the trustees and
directors. The other example to which
I refer is the University Life Insurance
Company of London, which is one of the
first life companies in England. The
chairman of tge board of directors is no
less & person than the Marquis of Salis-
bury! The name of insurance com-
panies in England to-day is legipn and
competi ion is rife. . The UniversityjLife

put forward in a prominent manner the
name of their noble chairman.

Can it be doubted that the learnmed
judges and noble marquis aforesaid be-
lieved that in lending their names to
these undertakings (doubtless for a coun-
sideration in the ehape of directors’ fees;
and if not, why not?) they were giving,
and continue to give, to the general
public a guarantee of stability and in-
tegrity for those individual companies?

It is obviously unjust for anyone, un-
less prepared to prove that Mr. Turner
and Mr. Pooley have merely lent their
names for their own profit in order to
bolster up companies which they know
to be rotten, to even suggest that these
gentlemen have acted otherwise than,
we have assumed, the English premiers
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and the English judges haveacted under
almost similar circumstances.

In England the politician endeavors to
keep up the pleasing fiction that his sole
aim and endeavor in life is for his fellow=
men, So great is his love and devotion
for the common weal, that his life as a
gjuﬂblic man is wholly self-sacrificing and

iginterested. Such a tale may sgg)eal
to middle-aged spinsters, unbeneficed
clergy, and the like; but the common
place, common sense individual (that is
all I claim to be) is rude enough to wink
and a.plply the slang word—bunkum—to
such platitudes. But in British Colum=
bia we are hardly educated up to fin de
siecle politics; rather, the question is
office, pure and simple, and the Jack out
of office will try to oust the Jack in
office. But I conceive that there are
many even-minded individuals in this
province who will draw the line at unre-
strained and illogical abuse. Thelawyer
has a poor case whose sole defence is to
abuse his opponent.

All the world over there is inherent in
the British blood a sneaking regard for
fair play. There are many from the old
country and doubtless will be many
more, who like myself intend to make
this province their home. It is possible,
ngﬁ probable, that some of these settlers
wi

in provincial politics. Without arrogat-
ing to myself the right to speak on be-
half of my fellow settlers, I think I may
safely say that fothing is more calca-
lated to  disgust the right minded
Englishman than a party policy which
allows its adherents to pour forth un-
justified abuse on their opponents, in
language which is only regarded in style
by the worst types of American political
rags. Human nature is human nature
all the world over, and the human
mechanigms to which political econo-
mists would reduce us are in the average
proportion of one to a million. The
question of self-interest must and in
reality does appeal to every man. The
high minded perfectionist who subordi-
nates his own interests absolutely to
those of his fellow men may exist; it has
never been my pleasurq to meet him.
But the successful man in life is he who
tempers his desire for power or gain
with a modicum of philanthropy,in fact,
the man who, while advancing his own
interests, does so conjointly when pos-
sible, with the interests of his fellow
men. The man who persistently ad-
vances his own interests at the expense
of his fellows ignominiously falls.
My ideal man may not suit the taste
of some. ‘And what humbugs there are
in the world! Verb Sap.
Time alone can show whether Mr,
Turner and his political ally have been
correct in their judgment as to the
neceesity for,and the bona fides of, these
companies. But as regards the prin-
ciple involved, I fail to see why these
gentlemen are to be blamed, much less
to be abused.

B. B.

—_———

PRICE—HARRAP.
Two People Made Happy at St. Saviour’s
Church.

A very pretty and attractive wedding
took place in St. Saviour’s church, Vie-
toria West, yesterday afternoon, when
Mr, Hans Olgiry Price, of the Naval
Yard, Eequimalt, was married to Miss
Lillie Harrap, of Victoria West. The
service was conducted in the presence of
uite a large gathering of friends, by the
ev. W. 'D. Barber, rector of St.
Saviour’s church, assisted by the Ven.
Archdeacon Scriven and Rev. Canon
Beanlands. As the hride entered the
church leaning on the arm of her bro-
ther, Mr. Edward Harrap, the choir
sang ‘‘The voice that breathed o’er
Eden.”

The bride was given away by her bro-
ther. She was attired in white silk,
with Bruseels silk and pearl trimmings.
She wore a wreath of orange blossoms
and carried a luvely shower bouquet.
The bridesmaids were the sister of the
bride, Miss Nellie Harrap, and the
Misses Mary and Ruby Blackie. They
wore becoming dresses in pink and
liberty green silk crepe de chene and
handsome black velvet picture hats.
They carried baskets of white and yel-
low chrysanthemums and each wore a
handeome brooch, the gift of the groom.
The bridegroom was ably supported
arry
Fuller acted as usher. At the conclu-
sion the organist played Mendelssohn’s
‘““Wedding March” as the happy pair
left the church amid a shower of rice
and flowers. The gift to the bride from
the bridegroom was a magnificent cres-
cent brooch. The other presents were:
Mr. and Mrs. Frank Adams, crumb tray
brush; Mr. and Mrs. H. 8. Henderson,
writing case; Mr. and Mrs. W. Gourlie
Blackie, spirit lamp and kettle; Mrs. and
the Misses Saunders, marmalade jar; Mrs.
H. Saunders, inkstand; Mr. J.
Saunders, carving set; Miss R. Reid, paper
knife; Mr. and Mrs. J. G. Tiarks, hanging
hall lamp; Mr. H. F. Price, check; the
Misses M. L., E. F.,, W. and M. J. Price,
dinner service: Miss Price, check; Miss L.
Price, check; the Rt. Rev. and Mrs. R. C.
Billing, check; Miss Mary Blackie, silver
napkin rings; Mr. Harry Fuller, two pho-
tos in frames; Mr. George Phillips, salt
cellars;; Mr. J. Coigdarippe, check; Mr.
and Mrs. G. F. Wake, silver mantel bor-
der; Rev. W. D. Barber, fire irons; mem-
bers of St. Saviour’s choir, biscuit jar
and nut crackers: Mrs. Craft, afternoon tea
spoons; Miss Eva Miller, china salad bowl;
r. and Mrs. O. M. Jones, pair silver can-
dlesticks; Mr. and Mrs. Dixon Irwin, cocoa
jug; Mrs. Bales, tea tray; Mr. and Mrs.
and Miss Penwill, carving set; Mrs,
Wright, worked centre piece; Mrs. Mac-
kay, doyleys; Mr. and Mrs. Wade, coffee
spoons; Miss Harris, cut glass pepper and
salt bottles; Hon. Col. and Mrs. Baker, sil-
ver sugar bowl; Mr. and Mrs. G. H. May-
nard, cream jug; Mr. E. A. Jacob, crumb
tray and brush; Mr. and Mrs. B. Boggs,
inkstand; the Misses Hannah and Rose
Maynard, coffee spoon; Mrs. and Miss
Warner, sugar sifter; Miss Ruby Blackie,
worked table cover; Mr.and Mrs. S, Mac-
lure, painting; Mrs. Fred. Maclure, cut
ghss scent bottle; Miss McCulloch; photo
rame, Mrs. and Miss J. McCulloch, butter
knife and sugar spoon; Mr. and Mrs. P. D.
Goepel, stool;- Mr. and the Misses
Tolmie, fern pot; Dr. and Mrs.
Tolmie, silver

Wolley, worked &oyle ;. Mr.J. R. Leonard
check; Rev. S. aker, check; R. Y
Foley, check; Mr.

ch ; Rev. and Mrs. G. H. Ayerst; check;
R. J. Russell, silver napkin rings; R. J.
Russell, jr., silver butter cooler;
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ming, stationery case; Mr.
carve’rs; Chief Justice bawe,

Gray, card basket; Dr. and Mrs. Fraser

sugar and cream stand.

healthy, soft, and pliable.

PILL

For Bilious and Nervous Disorders, such
as Wind and Pain in the Stomuh‘ﬂﬂfk
Headache, Giddiness, Fulness and

ing after meals, Dizziness and Drowsi-
ness, Cold Chills, Flushings of Hi

of Appetite, Shortness of ]
tiveness, Blotches on the Ski
Slee Friihtful Dreams, and
and Trembling Sensations, &
DOSE WILL QIVE RELIEF INTWE

is no fiction. Eveig sufferer is earnestly
invited to one Box of these Pills, and
they will acknowledged to be

WORTH A GUINEA A BOX.

BEECHAM’S P taken as
directed, will&uickly restore Females to

o atrantidn a6 \rosqulaciey of e RAAE
tem, Fora
Weak Stomach,
Impaired Digestion,
Disordered Liver,
they act like magic—a few doses will work

play a more or less important part

R.|is now covered with water.

A pudding dish; | P
Mr. 8. F. Tolmie, worked table cover; Miss

Livingstone Olgiry,

iss Rus-
sell, cruet stand ; Dr. and Mrs. Lewis Hall,
bronze and crystal fruit epergne; Mr. Cum-

Scarfe,
carver; Mr.
and Mrs. Rhode, silver teapot; Mr. A. W.
Currie, silver and pearl paper knife; Mr.

If the scalp does not give out il to keep
the hair from‘becoming dry and harsh, use
Hall’s Hair Renewer to render the hair

wonders upon the Vital Organs ; Strength-
ening the muscular System, restoring the
long-lost Complexion, bringing ba e
keen edge of appetite, and arousing with &
the Rosebud of Health the whgo
hysical energy of the human fran
or throwing off fevers in hot clima
they are specially renowned,
“facts’’ admitted by tho
classes of . and one
guarantees to t e Nervousan
is that Beecnam’s Pills have tii
Largest Sale of any Patent Med
cine in the World. >
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PREPARED ONLY BY

THOMAS BEECHAM, ST. HeLens, ENCLAND:
OF ALLWS-

NOAH AND HIS FLOOD.

Criticisms of the Biblical Story Dealt With
—Its Lesson for Unbelievers.

On Sunday evening Rev. Dr. Camp-
bell gave the first of a series of short
biographical lectures, at the First Pres-
byterian church. He esaid it was easy to
keep trace of events in human history
between Adam and Noah, even without
written records, for in those days men
lived to a veryold age. A centenarian,
a curiosity with us, would be then com-
paratively a mere boy. Methuselah,
Noah’s grandfather, lived 969 years,
Adam 950, and Noah himself was 600
years old when the flood came. The
cause of the flood was the wickedness
brought about by the intermarriage of
‘‘ the sons of God,” as some say, pre-
Adamites, and the ‘‘ daughters of men,”
the descendants of Adam. God command-
ed Noah to build an ark to save himself
and family, and representatives of all
terrestrial animals. Some maintain
that as the design was to destroy only
man, the flood was mnot uni-
versal but local, and confined to
that part of the earth oeeun-
pied by man. But the language of
Moses clearly teaches that it was univer-
sal. .The Chaldeans, Greeks, Mexicans,
Hindoos, South Sea Islanders, Indians
of America, indeed all nations from the
remotest period have stories of a flood
that destroyed all the race except a man
and a woman. Very ancient Assyrian
coins have on them an ark with a man
and a woman in it, and a bird flying to-
wards it with an olive branch. S%lellu
and fossilized plants and animals have
been found on mountains far above the
line of vegetation' and perpetual snow.
As they could not have existed there
they must have been carried thither by
a-flood that covered the mountains. The
statement in Genesis, and made much of
by skeptics, that if the flood rose, as they
say, according to Moses, only 15 feet
above Mount Ararat, it would yet leave
thousands of feet of the Himalayas, Alps,
Cordilleras and Rockies unsubmerged,
was answered clearly from a theologian
standpoint. It was also shown that, b
the laws of liquide finding their level,
whatever was the depth of the
waters in the East, would be that over
all the earth, for even if the waters burst:
out only in Asia Minor it had a period of
200 days to spread, as the flood lasted a
year and ten days. As to the immenee-
quantity of water necessary to cover the -
earth to the depth of Mount Baker,
which is as high as Ararat, or even to-
that of the Himalayas, it would be no-
more in relation to the mass of the earth
than a profuse perspiration would be in
relation to the body of a man, for the
highest mountain is no more in relation
to the earth than the scratch of a pin
would be in relation to a school globe ;
so that even if the flood covered the
whole earth to the depth of the highest
mountain it would be comparatively a
a small thing. In speaking of the flood;
we forget that three-fourth of the earth
Some
critics doubt the credibility of the
flood story, because it speaks
of Ararat as the resting place
of the ark, which mountain is covered
with perpetual snow and ice, and this
would have made the descent for Noah
and his family perilous,if notimpossible,
without coneidering the descent of the
large animals in the ark. There is no-
thing in Genesis to show that the
resent Mount Ararat is meant; for
“the mountains of Ararat’’ were a chain
of mountains. But even if the present
Mount Ararat is meant, 4,000 years
would make great changes in it. It is
eagier to believe the story of the flood
given by Moses, then to believe some of
the arguments and theories advanced to
discredit it. The ark ‘was not by 163
feet as long as the “ Great Eastern.” It
was 525 feet long, 87 feet wide, and 52
feet deep. Boat builders say that its
dimensions for freight carrying were
about perfect; and it has been proven
that it would carry one third more
freight than a boat of modern build with
the same cubic feet capacity.

Noah is the first man in the Bible
called righteous, who saved others, and
thus became a type of Christ. As a
preacher he was a complete failure. He
reached by his words, his life, and the
building of the ark for 120 years, and
made no covert outside of his family;
and, indeed, one of his own sons was no
doubt among the loudest scoffers. Little
progress could a preacher of righteous-
ness make with a son like Ham in his
family. The builders of the ark per-
ished, and many, it may be s of
workers in building up the church of
God shall perish through unbelief. The
people could not see a cloud, and called:
Noah a crank and a fool ; but he throogh
*{it all heard God’s voiee: ‘ My Bpirit

shall not always strive with man; make
thee an ark.”

Many practical lessons were deducted

by the speaker, and all earnestl
to prepare to meet their God at t‘om
judgment. -




