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Big Sale of Graniteware

for January.

Omne of the biggest, if not
the biggest, events at this
store during January wiil be
a Special Sale of Granite-
ware. We have two car-
loads that will be sold at
prices away below the reg-
ular. The sale commences
next Saturday morning at 8

o’'clock.

Braniteware Tea Kettles, pit bot-
tom, to fit No. 8 stove, regular 85c,
sale price 53c; to fit No. 9 stove,
pit bottom, regular $1 00, sale
PriCe weeees woeses ve + <000
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Craniteware
Chambers,
large size,
regular 4Ce,
Sale price,

23¢.

1

GRANITEWARE DISH PANS,
seamless patterns, flat edge, f.olds
7 imperial quarts, regular ©&Gde,
sale price o

Graniteware Milk and Rice Boilers, |

a double saucepan:

No. 53, regular 75e, sale -price ......
No. 54, regular 95c, sale price .....
No. 56, regular $1 10, sale price

45c
.Bbe

67c |

GRANITEWARE WASH BOWLS,
1234 -inch size, with ring to hang
up by, regular 25¢, sale price

GRANITEWARE STRAIGHT
SEAMLESS SAUCEPANS, with
cover:
1-guart size, regular
3-quart size, regular
6-quart size, regular

25¢, sale price 15¢
30c, sale price 18c
55e, sale price 33¢

G raniteware |

Saucers, eoiors

of white, gray

= ax and blue, regular

bc each, sale price.........

A

srsesssmins

BRANITEWARE ROUND PUD-
DING PANS, holds imperial
quarts, regular 17c, sale price ...

1/

5

B4 GRANITEWARE CANDLE-
STICKS, blue, green and white
color, regular 25c, sale price

Graniteware Ladles, 4-inch size,
with long handle, regular 12¢, sale
price

“sssesee wessasse
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One Extra Speciaal in Graniteware, on Sale
From 8 to 9 0’Clock in the Morning.
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144 GRANITEWARE LIPPED PRESERVING
KETTLES, No. 28, holds 5 imperial quarts, reg.
N BRIE PEIEE ... oo onviiivsesmmpovisiiosssitadisimmes

ON SALE FROM 8 TO 9 A.M. ONLY.
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25c

Skates at Reduced Prices.

pairs “Henry Boker’s” Club
Hockey Skates, straight steel
blade, regular 38c, Saturday ......29¢

17 pairs Henry Boker's Perfect
Hockey, welded and tempered
steel blade, with puck stopper, re-
gular $1 10, Saturday ...... «.......708C

Hockey Pucks, hard rubber, Sat-

“vesesssnses

.Skate Straps, per pair, Saturday .. 5c

$6 oo Lamps for $3 25.

8 only Reading or Parlor Lamps,
brass base and oil well, green
enameled fount, round center
draft burner, fitted with nicely de-
corated globes, regular $6 00, sale
PEICE ciinopiebi oo sa e s ave P L

50c Berry Bowlis and Cake
Plates, 25c.

only, Fine China Berry Bowls

67

.10¢c .

and Cake Platesneatl, decorated,
golid stippled border, regular 50c,

SR1E: DEICS . sesrose’ irsanddeviinn. wueodiie

Clearing Sale of Toys, Games,
Dolis, ete., at half-price, 8:30
“Caturday moraning. We - wiil
close out our entire Toy Stock.
Room is needed. 2

(Games and Blocks, Reg
ular Price 10c, Re-
duced to sc.

Messenger Boy -...coee..
Snap

Fortune Telling
Familiar Quotations .........
Snake Game ......
Shoot the Hat

Peter Coddle .......
Lost Heir ,

Authors

Dominees

Baseballs

i5¢ zna 20c Games,
War Pigeon

Tiddley Winks

Spider Web

Nests of Blocks

Building Blocks

| Child’'s High Chair;

RARRVRRVURUURRRBURNR

25¢c Games for 15c.
Maple Leaf

| Canadian Authers o

Cock Robin
Santa Claus

| Revers

Our Baby .
Grandmother's BlocKS .....ccveveees

Rocking Chairs.

* | Child’s Rocking Chair, large size,

strongly-made Rocking Chairs;
regular $1 50, for 75c¢; 86e, for....
regualar  60c,

35¢

Toys, Regular 1oc for 5¢

Toy HOrses g .ce... PP G el el oo
Toy Banks
Squakers
Sand Pails
Whips
Pig Banks

1<

o

5 AR

5c
5¢
5¢
e
e

5¢

15¢c and 2o0c for 1oc.

Jack-in-Box Wool Dogs.
Lambs ..
Horns
Baking Sets
i e i S e
Drums

e

Jack in Box
Sheep

| Horse and Cart ........ TR TR L
Set of Tools

Stuffed Cats PP R

Dressed Dolls,

In Dressed Dolls we will sell at great
reduction. Handsome, Dressed Dolls;
regular
25¢
35¢
{ 50¢
65¢c
T5e
| $1
1 $1
|52

..................... PR I

. 16e
25¢

50c

Undressed Dolls.

China, Rag and Washable Dolls;
regular 10c, fOor ...c.venvune

Dolls.

15¢ and 20c Dolls reduced to
25¢c and 85c DolIs for.......ciceveeee

Iron Toys.

Toy Banks .

Iron Reels .....

Toy Irons .....

Street Cars

Fire Engines

Tin Horses

Delivery Wagons .....ccceee..
Trains
Banks
Engines
Gongs

Stock-Taking Sale On Main Fioor.
Thousands of Doliars’ Worth of New Goods

To Be Sacrificed.

E 2N

ATTEND OUR 8:30 AND 9:30 SALE.

800 pound tins Baking Powder, re-
gular 15¢c values, Saturday, be-
tween 8:30 and 9:30, for, tin ......Z

§0 dozen suits, Men's Scotch Wool
Underwear, regular 65¢ garment,
Saturday, between 8:30 and 9:30,
garment ..

8:30-9:30 Candy Special.

800 pounds Mixed Candies, pound
1,500 Mexican Oranges, r
dozen, each

.+9C

s

Stock-Taking Book and
Stationery Sale.

The Great Envelope Sale.

100 boxes No. 7 Envelopes, 500 en-
velopes in each box, regular $1 00
box, Baturday, for, box

800 quires Silurian Note Paper,
gular 10¢c quire, Saturday,
quire

800 packages Silurian Envelcpes, re-
gular 10c package, Saturday,

Two Book Bargaias.

500 Cloth-Bound Books, best au-
thors, regular 25¢, Saturday, 2 for 25¢
1901 Chatterbox, Saturday, each ....50c

Visit Cur Office Station-

ery Department,.

Everything in the office supply line.
Stephens’ Inks, ete. o

b, -pints, Stephens’ Inl's, in stone
bottles, Saturday, between 8:30
R T  .ociocsivascns P 58 10c

25¢ Sheet Music, Saturday, copy ..

Y

25 dozen Ladies’ Silk-Fleeced Hos-
jery, regular 2fc pair, between 8:30
snd 9:30, Baturday, pair ........12%c

e

Candy Sale.

Chocolates, pound .......

Peanut Crisp, pound .

Mixed Candies, pound....

Walnut Maple Cream, pound ........
Taffies, pound
Extra Fine Chocolates, pound ......
Newport Chocolates, pound ...
Creams, pound ......

25¢
35¢
.10c

Umbrellas.

With polished wood handles, with
ivory and silver mountings, steel
rod, Paragon frame and silk cov-
cring, regular $3 09, for 2

With oxidized handle,
Paragon frame, silk and wool
covering, for ....$81 25

Ladies’ and Gentlemen's Umbrellas,
with bone and natural wood han-
dles, with silver mountings, and
silk and weol covering, regular
$1 25, for

With Congo wood handles,
silver mountings,
and steel rod, for

Bovs’ and Girls’ School Umbrellas,

steel

with
Gloria covering

o
oC

{ Children’s Cream Eiderdown Coats,
with deep cape, fur and fancy
braid trimmed, rolling collar,
full skirt, lined with fine sateen;

regular $3 50, for

| In cardinal and fancy stripe, deep
pointed eape, rolling collar, full
lined skirt, short waist; special
at :

sess s erasr e enn

Infanis’ Fine Zephyr Bonnets,
double lined, cream, with pink
and biue edgings, for ,.....

Ladies’ FEiderdown Dressing Sacks,
in gray, cardinal and fancy
stripe, fitted lining, strapped back,
full front, waist, neck and sleeves
trimmed with woel lace and mili-

tary ornaments, fOr. sveecieess.. 91 7

iesusreeedVC ]

steel clasp, Gloria covering, for 4Se .

Linesies wodk 90

Long Eiderdown Komone, in blue,
gray and mauve, with broad
cashmere band around neck and
sleeves and down front; special
at

R R R L R

Ladies’ Wrappers, in polka dot and
fancy dresden patterns, in car-
| dinal, blue, navy and cerise, fit-
ted waist lining and full skirt,
sizes from 32 to 42, regular $125,
] a8 SR e e P NSEI TS S |
In Wrapperette, deep frill on bot-
tom, frill around yoke and shoul-
ders, neck yoke and sleeves trim-
med with fancy braid, for ......$1 25

Gentlemen’s Night Shirts, in Gray,
pink and blue stripe, rolling col-

{ lar, sizes 15 to 1715, for

i In gray, pink and blue stripe, col-

lar, pleat and cuffs trimmed

with blue and red fancy braid,

for ..

White and black Lustre Waists

front, back, sleeves and collar
| made in fine tucking, perfect fit-
| ting, sizes 32 to 38, special at ..$3
| Velvet Waist, in ecardinal, blue,
black and helio, corded back and
shield front, and bishop -sleeves,
e . $2
Flannel Waists, fronts made of four

pleats, with four rows of stitch-

fng, lined or unlined, for .......$1

Ladies’ Skirts, in gray and black
cloth, with full flare, two bands
of black stitched silk, percale
lined, velvet and brush binding,
special at $

In Oxford gray, navy and black
cheviot, with percale lining, full
flare, brush and velvet binding,
special at

Black All-Wool Serge Linenette,
lined full flare, brush and velvet
binding, sizes from 38 to 44,
TEERIar $4, TOr .i..ic..i0.3: Sfsuigd

!
i
)

Four dozen of Ladies’ Mercerized
and Saiteen Waists, with bias
and straight tucked fronts, plain
and tucked backs, sizes 32, 34 or
26 inches; regular $1 75, for i5c

! Bateen, sizes 32 to 88; regular $1,

{ for

Toys, Toys, Toys.

{ 300 volunteers,
| that she will embark a number of oth-
| er volunteers while on her way to the

1 90

| her

| Island of Curacoa, Dec. 28, that

venezuelan Government believed the |
| Ban
| cinity of the Island of Margareta, an |
| island of Venezuela in the Caribbean |
| Sea, and it was added that the Ven- |

concentrated |
| there,

20c |

35¢ |

| yacht Atalanta, of about 480 tons):

AR L L R N Y 50c A

THE LIBERTADOR
A British Ship Classed as a
 Pirate.

{Belongs to the Aberdeen Steam MNavi-

gation Company—Strength of the
Venezuela Fleet.

Fort Dz France, Island of Martin-
ique, Jan. 2, wvia Haytian cable.—The
British steamer Ban Righ, recently re-
named the Libertador, which arrived
here Dec. 24, from Antwerp, Nov. 29,
having on bgard, as alleged, a cargo

i of munitions of war intended for the
i adherents of Senor Manuel A, Matos,

the reputed leader of the revolt in Ven-
ezuela against President Castro, has

left this port for the Venezuelan coast.
She carried among her passengers
Senor Matos, who is now referred to
as Gereral Matos, and several gener-
als and other important personages of
Venezuela, who joined General Matos
here. Besides the leaders of the expe-
dition, the Libertador has on board
and it is understood

coast of Venezuela.

The Official Gazette, of Caracas, Dec.
31, published a decree, signed by Pres-
ident Castro, by which the Ban Righ
(Libertador) was declared to be a
pirate. The Government of Venezuela
also offered a reward of $10,000 and
the cargo the Libertador carries to
the Venezuelans or foreign ship which
shall seize the Matos steamer, the gov-
crnment taking the ground that she
is being used in the interests of the
revolution against President Castro.

THE LIBERTADPOR.
The Ban Righ was built ir 1870, at
Glasgow, by John Elder & (o. She is

| 241 feet long, has 30.2 beam and is 16.6
| feet

deep. Officially the Ban Righ
belongs to the Aberdeen Steam Navi-

| gation Company, Limited, of Aberdeen.
| She left London Nov. 23 for Antwerp,
the West In- |

whence she

gailed for
dies.

For some time previous to her

tained by

for the Boers.

cargo was

Her cargo,

cartridges, and a number of

VENEZUELA’'S FLEET.
It was announced in a dispatch to
the Associated Press from Willemstad,
the

Righ (Libertador) was in the vi-

ezuelan fleet had been

{ leaving Lendon, the Ban Righ was de- |
the custom house officials |
| there, it having bheen reported that her
cargo of war munitions was ingended |
She was released Nov. |
at which time it was reported that |
| intended for the Col- !
| ombian revolutionists.
° | is said, includes 10,000 Mauser rifles,
| 5,000,000
| cannon.

20c and 25¢ Toys for 15¢. |

it |

The fleet of Venezuela consists of the |

following vessels,
(formerly the Spanish
Galicia, of 200 tons); the steamer Res-
tuarador (formerly George J. Gould's

/>

L‘randa_ (formerly the Spanish torpedo
boat Diego Velasquez); the steamer

| General Crespo (a gunboat);the steam- |

er Zumbador (a tugboat, formerly

ita; the steamer Libertador (for river
service). The ileet is @nder the com-
mand of Gen. Alejandro Ybarro, and
until recently had been stationed at
Port of Spain, Trinidad, for upwards
of a year.

THE TRADING STAMP
BUSINESS SUSPENDED

Pending Decision of the Courts—Offices at
Toronto and Other Places Closed.

Toronto, Jan. 2—The Dominion Trading
Stamp Company today closed its doors

at 235% Yonge street, hanging out a large |

card in the window to the effect that as
the city council had passed a law pro-
hibiting the giving or receiving of trad-
ing stamps, they had been obliged to
temporarily suspend business. An ap-
peal against the bylaw is now in pro-
gress, and hoiders of stamps were ad-
vised to keep any they might have until
the courts gave their decision. This
announcement was a great disappoint-
ment to many, and some complaints
were lodged at the police court clerk's
office.

Kingston. Jan. 2.—The

Dominion Trading Stamp Company is
closed, as a city ordinance has been
passed prohibiting its continuance. The
company will keep closed, pending a
decision of their ecase,

St. Thomas, Jan. 2.—The local office
of the Dominion Trading Stamp Com-
pany is closed.

STRATHROY.

[Advertiser Agent, J. D. Meekison.]

office of the

The steamer Bolivar !
torpedo boat |

the |
> | steamer Zamaroa (bought in England, |

| used as a tramsport ship); the steamer |
! S
the |
| Agosto); the steamer Totoma (a tug- |
{ boat of 30 tons); the steamer Veinti-

| tres de Mayo (a tugboat, formerly the
| Alllance): the steamer Aviso Margar-

| and

O

[ %
2/ ".Iw

T

Just received, and will be included in this great sale,

did qualities.

Five pieces 60-inch Unbleached Tabling, to go at t_his great sale at, per _yard..
One piece, 57-inch, half-bleached, one of our special all-linen 40c qualities, to go at, per VATA .. cvveesedvsnene

decidedly colder.

THE WEATHER T0PAY—F air and

A very important annouhcement, inter~sting to all ladies,
ill be made in Monday’s papers. Watch for it.

1

Sale.

It is customary to get bargains in Linens at this store
all the yvear around, but this is our great January Sale, and
particularly special inducements are offered to make a gen.
eral clearance before stocktaking. We do nothing by halves at this store. We've been
preparing for some time back to make it one of the most important 0ppor,tuuit%es of. the
year for housekeepers and othets interested in buying good Linens at bargain prices.
Supposing you have spent a lot of money on presents, and supposing you have but little
left—that’s all you need at this sale. The goods offering are not a lot of odds and ends,
but new, clean, bright patterns, in qualities that have built up our linen trade and made
this THE LINEN HOUSE OF THE WEST.

Lot of Seconds in Fine Table Cloths, Napkins and Towels

They are marked at wonderfully low prices for such splen-

... 20e¢
35¢

Exceptional Values at 48¢c, 50c and €5c Fer Yard.

Two pieces, 72-inch, all linen, half-bleached Tabling, our best 95c qu

per yard, only ...
Three pieces, 70-inch B
at, per yard, only

Five pieces, new patterns, in 68-inch Bleached Da

ality

I

during our Linen

mask ;l;ai)iing, to go at, per yard

Sale to go aft,
790
vill offer the lot
50¢
75¢c

Sale

One piece, 72-inch Bleached Damask Tabling, one of our special dollar qualities, during this great sale to go

at, per yard

crssanes

Two pieces, 72-inch Bleached Damask Tabling, the

have been selling here at $1 256; we have made another 20c cut on them, and during this great sale theg

go at, per yard ....
_If you have an extra wide

89c¢c

105

g, good patterns and great value, per

Here Are the Se

Seconds are none the worse for being seconds, but they make a great big difierence in price. Oftentimes we

can scarcely detect the imperfection ourselves, but they are there, else
consequently you would pay a great deal more.

there may be.

TABLE CLOTHS.

Blcached and Borderod Al Arounds
81 45, 81 65, $1 75, $2 00,

25

2x2 yards, at, each, $1 25,

2x21 yards, at, each, $1 50, $1 65, $1 90, $2 75 and $3 75
2x3 yards, at, each, $1 85, $2 €0, $2 10, $2 25,

2%314 yards, at, each
2x4 yards, at, each
Nearly 27

&i

dozen Damask Towels, 15x29 inches, at very low price of, each ....
One lot Hemstitched Damask and Hemmed Huck Towels to go at a great bal

The big saving in prices

at,

at,

i

per
at, per

, at, per
, per

at, per
, per

v per

3, &t,; per

]

[

1
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and 82 65

Wwwt oot ot

Fringed Damask Towels, a wonderful bargain, indeed, at, each, only

One lot assorted Damask and Huck Towels, a great bargain while they last, @

Also a Lot of Perfect Towels to Ci

per

$1 85

they would cost us a great deal more, and
makes yvou more than overlook any defect

KAPKIN

SECONDS.
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ear.

12 dozen, 22x42 Fringed Huck Towels, good value at our regular price, during this great se

dozen, or, each 3
15 dozen, 23%x45, Fringed

dozen, or each

Other lines will be on

Huck Towels, regular price was 30c each, during this great

PRI -
sale will go at 82 75
o T

sale, which in some cases are in limited quantities, hardly large enough to mention

here, but at great bargains. Especiaily if you know how it feels to he disappointed in not securing some of our

Do Your Buyirg As Eariy As Poscsifiie.

former bargains

N N N N e NN
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ALLMAN

s s

AN B

® INGRAM,

149, 151 and 153 DUNDAS STREET.

will appear in the Lyceum for one week, ‘ far as we can see, except a military one,

commencing Monday, Jan. 6.
Pall
every

Professor
introduce hypnotic segnces at
formance.

Art "Prew, of the Watson Manufac-
turin ompany, Paris, is spending the
helidavs with his parents here.

Mr, Fred Sadleir, of Wycliffe College,
Toronto, is spending the holidays here.

BRITISH VIEW
OF SITUATION

Intervention Is a Myth That Must
Not Be Considered.

No Solution of the War Is Possible at
This Late Stage, Except a
Military Qne.

We are not in the least anxious as to
intervention by the continent, says the
London Spectator. 1t could not take
place without America taking a leading
part, and that part America will not
play. But though this is so, we do not
wonder that American statesmen are
made anxious by the situation. When
ones sees a friend in a desperate Ftruggl.e
an ugly ecrowd around him, it is

| impossible not to give vent to an anxious

“For heaven's sake, finish that job as

| soon as you can!”

Strathroy, Jan. 2,.—The death of Thos. '

Campbell, aged 84 years, occurred
Strathroy on Sunday evening, Dec. 29.
The funeral took place on Wednesday
atternoon to the Strathroy cemetery.

Miss Auld, of London, is the guest of
relatives in town.

in |

This anxiety, coupfed with a very
natural inability to grasp the nature of
the Roer and his peculiar attitude in re-
gard to the war, has also caused Ameri-
cang and those most friendly to England
first of all, to ask how it is that we do

| not come to terms with the Boers and

The marriage of Miss Ada Ashwell to |

Mr. Thomas Dunn was solemnized on
New Year’'s Day in St. Andrew’s Church.
The ceremony was performed by Rev.
W. J. Knox, pastor of the church.

Professor Theodore Pull’'s company

KERVE PILLS
FOR WEAK PEOPLE,

AND THOSE TROUBLED WITH

Beating of the Heart, Dizzlness,

| All members of the

make a reasonable (-ompxjo.miso.
quite sure that if the Philippine struggle

loomed as large as does that in South |
| Africa, we should ask exactly the same

question here in regard to the Filipinos.
Anglo-Saxon race
have a profound belief in compromise,
and find it almost impossible not to be-
lieve that a dispute can sooner of later
be settled on terms. This instinctive
feeling is strengthened by the natural
impatience caused by a long struggle—
an impatience which, strange as it seems,
is always felt more keenly by the on-
lookers than by the combatants. During
the last six months of the civil war the
impatience here for an end of the
struggle was very great, and was by
no means always felt by those who con-
sidered themselves on the side of the
South. Many persons who sincerely be-
lieved themselves Northern in sympathy
held that the North must make peace on
reasonable terms, and declared that if
not either the North must bleed to
death or else there would be a European
coalition to end the struggle.

Though many -Americans cannot see
the impossibility of any compromise
with the Boers—though they see the im-
possibility in the case of the Filipinos—
it is, we fear, most unlikely that the
Boers will be willing to accept volun-
tarily any terms we can offer them. Mr.
Kruger and the so-called Boer govern-

| ment here, and Mr. Steyn in South Af-

Shortness of Breath, Distress after |

Exertion, Smothering Fesling,
Spasms or Pain through the Breast
and Heart, l.orbid Condition of the
mMind, Partial Paralysis, Sleepless-
ness, Nervocusness

ral Debliity. After-E
Loss of Appetite, etc.

Remember Milburn’s Heart and

| Nerve Pills cure the worst cases
| after other remedles fail.

Laxz-Liver Piils curs Constipation.

Anemia, Gene= |
ffects of Grippe, |

|
|
i
|

l

| some day
! will come in, and the war will be over.

!

. [ ri il : t thi :
Palpitation, Throbbing or Irregulap | 4o Tl not agree to anything but in

dependence. Why
anything less means
annihilation? President Davis and his
government showed exactly the same
spirit. They had no sort of notion of
vielding when Lee gave way, but would
have fought on for another two years if
they could, in the hope of something
turning up. But Lee and the other
commanders and their soldiers at last
finished the war by a simple surrender,
and on no political terms. 8o it will be
here. The Boer governments, such as
they are, will never make terms., But
the soldiers still in the fleld

should they when
to _them political

There i8 no solution possible now, as

. millions, according to statistics

i between $23,000,000 and $24,000,000.
{ number of

and therefore all we can do is to fight
on steadily and actively, and nct allow
ourselves to be alarmed by scares of
intervention or dcluded by impossible
ideag of compromise and negotiation.
We have just got to ‘“stick it out.”
“Fight and don’t fuss” is the conclusion
of the whole matter. Meantime there
is one thing which we can and ought to
remember to do. That is, to inake sur-
render on the part of the Boer combat-
ants in the field easy as possible.
Let us, as far as we can, “save the face”
of the Boer officers and men, and make
the transition from enemies to fellow-
subjects as easy as we possibly can. We
want when the war is over to have as
large a number of Boers as possible
proud to say: ‘“They fought us without
mercy while the war lasted, but when
the end came they treated us like gentle-
men.” Never “spoil the face” of those
with whom you must some day keep
house, is a good rule.

The Me?/wa’ists.

as

[New York Sun.]

|

less the Baptists are to be cxzcepted,
they are fewer there than in any other
Protestant denomination, Great
changes among them, however, have
taken place during the last guarter of

{ a century, and in the large towns es-

| humble
' ture,

i Wesley’'s

pecially. Once they were a ‘“plain peo-
ple” sedulously eschewing worldly dis-
play, and their meeting houses were
and without ornament; but
now they have churches notable for
a pretentious ecclesiastical architec-
and in them much richness of
attire is displayed by the attendants.
Thus a time seems to have come when
warning to them that if

wealth came in by the door religion

"would fly out of the window, has pe-

| culiar

Of about twenty-seven and one-half
millions of religious communicants in
the United States, nearly six millions
are Methodists,.divided between seven-
teen different bodies bearing the Meth-
odist name. Taken together, they make
up the most numerocus Protestant de-
nomination in this country, the Bap-
tists coming next with about four and
a half millions gathered into thirteen
distinct branches. The Roman Cath-
olics number between eight and nine
pre-
pared by Protestant compilers, though

! they themselves claim to a much larger

following. Methodism was third am-
ong our Protestant denominations in
the number of communicants in 1800,
but it now occupies the first place.

These facts we obtain from the

e dre i Methodist Year Book for 1902, an an-
€ 4I€ | nual publication which payvs attention

to the branch designated especially as
the Methodist Episcopal Church, or the
largest of the different Methodist com-
munions, with an aggregate member-
ship approaching three millions. The
annual expenditures of this body are
The
its churches is 27,000, of
its preachers between 12,000 and 13,000.
The state in which its membership is
largest is Ohio, 297,651, with these
states close behind: New York, 287,-
546, and Pennsylvania, 283 461.

The growth of American Methodism,
impeiled especially by the great reli-
gious revivals of the early part of the
last century, has been one of the most

remarkable in the history of religious
development. In New York, in 1786, |
“a godly woman called a few Metho- |
dists to their duty in a rigging loft.” !
The whole number in the American !
colonies was only 5,000; now the mem-
bership in all the branches is nearlyf
six millions. !

This Year Book opens with an elo- ;
quent tribute to President McKinley, |

in which we are told that “his elec- | |

tion to the chief magistracy of the na-
tion conferred on the Methodist Epis- |
copal Church, for the first time in the |
history of the government, the exalted |
honor of being represented in that high |
office hy one of its beloved communi-
cants.” This will probably surprise'!
most people, because usually in the
descriptions of our presidents, Lincoln,
Johnson, Grant and Hayes are also
set down as Methodists, but, appar-
ently none of them was a communi-
cant.

Traces of the influences of the spirit
of criticism which has entered so
largely into modern religious thought
eppear among the Methodists, but une.

| cause Scott's

force. The great excitement
which marked their camp meetings in
the past has given place to conven-
tional religious decorum. Sinners no
longer blanch with terror under the
preacher’s description of the awful-
ness of hell fire.
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