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Supreme Court

(Before Mr. Justice Kent).
K'ng vs, Leonard Gillisple Reid—Be-
fore a Sneehl ) 0

After recess yesterday, Wm. Noel,
Crown Lands Burveyor, was recalled
and examined by Mr. Bradley. A copy
of the plan submitted during the fore-
noon was exhibited to the jury and
the location of the wheel marks to the
jury pointed out by the Witness.
Twenty-four feet from tho stumps the
first wheel mark was looated and ten
feet further along both whéel marks
were seen, From the westward the
stumps could be seen & distance of
about 400 feet, Witness could go
west on the left side about 800 feet
and still keep the bus in sight, On the
right hand side the bus could be seen
500 feet from where it was parked,
The stumps were ambout 10 dnciles
apart.

Cross-exam'ned by Mr. Howley,
witness said he could not tell how
far distant he could see the stumps®
in the night time. He said it i# much
more difficult to gauge distances in
the night than in the day, even were
it clear mooalight. Witness said it
was about 180 feet from the front of
the bus to where blood marks were
seen on the road. When witness made
plan of the poeition of bus the driver
assured him that it was within #ix
inches of the position it occupied on
the n'ght of the tragedy. Measure-
ments of distances apart of zbjects
in the court room as suggested in-the
forenoon were made by Mr. Noel.

George H. Parsons, examined by
Mr. Hunt. said he attended the func-
#fo” at Donovan's. It concluded at
11.30. He first saw the bus by the
second pole east of Donovans. Wit-
ness stood near the entrance of the
Looking west he saw 2
car about 250 yards distant. He saw
the lights but heard no horn. As the
car came along he walked to the front
of the bus but saw nobody thers, The
mctor car was going very fast. He
judged it passed at about 40 miles
per hour. It was mocnlight and he
could see claarly. Witness saw tar
str'’ke King. The deceased was
slightly southeast of the bus, and
near the centre of the road. About
20 or 30 feet from the front of the
bus. He did not notice the car slow
down when it hit King. He appeared
to be hit by the part of the car be-
tween the left mudguard and the
light. Between the spot where King
was hit and where his body landed,
about twenty feet intervemed. When
witness reached King he was dead.
The witness saw the car in the bush-
es and hearing a cry for help Wwent
in that direction. Witness thought
that King's body was not moveéd up
to the time that the Inspector Gener-
al had arrived. Capt. Whitty’s body
was located in the woods about 15
feet west of the upturned car.

Cross-examined by Mr. HOwley‘
w tness said he did not see King,
Whitty or Lovetts when he went to
the front of the bus. It was the light
of the car that enabled him 16 see
King. Witness said that practically
simultaneously with the hitting of
King, the motor c¢ar disappeared.
Witness saw Leonard Reid after the
accident. He was bleeding from the
face, had no hat on and one of his
shoes was gone. Witness saw . no
evidence of intoxication on him.

LRe-examined by Mr. Hunt, withess
could not give the distance from
where King was hit to where the car
left the road. He thought that King
was about 20 or 30 feet from the bus
when he was hit. He could not tell
how far the upturned car was from
the motor bus. Witness saw Leonard
Reid after the accident but was not
speaking to him.

Wm. R. Slaytor, Lieut. on H. M. S.
Constance. Examined by Mr. Brad-
ley, witness said he left his ship at 7
o'clock and- went out to a house o6n
Topsail Hill in Mr. Crosbie’s car.
There were 8 or 9 people from the
city difing with the ship’s company.
Before dinner they smoked and had a
vocktail. They did not get up from
the table until near 11 p.m. They got
Into the motor cargs and went away
from town, then they turmed back.
Witness was sitting in the front seat
with Leonard Reid and CIlift Pater-
son. In the rear seat there were five
people. The car was stopped at the
top of the hill (Topsail) -as they
could not get her into top gear. They
did not succeed, and then proceeded
only to stop again. A car passed
while they were stopped. Reid fixed
the car and they proceeded towards
town. They did not stop long cn the
second occasion. Next théy passed a
rar going in the same direction. Fol-
lowing they saw the tail Hght of &
bus. They were then about 100 yards
iistant, Witness remembered his car
had good headlights, After sighting
‘he bus they slowed down, but noth-
ng abnormal. He thought they were
zoing at a safe speed. Witness has
been a driver for the past twelve
rears. He gave it as his opinion that
it that time the car was travelling
wout 30 miles per hour. Witness
‘urned to talk to Lt. Burrews and
'hen felt the car swerve. He turned

conveyance.

to the front and saw a man near the
feft mudguard. The car still swérved
to the right and thesn, until he regain-
ed conscousness hé saw nothing.
Witness did not know if the car had
a speedometer or not. There was
good visibility that night. Witness
gave a list of some aleoholio drinks
they had at the dinmer. Mr. Reid had
the same as witness except he was not
sure if e (Reid) had any liqueur,
Withess said he regained conscious-
ness about 5 or ¢ yards distant from
the car, He ran towards the machine,
at the same time shouting to some
people on thé road. He thought that
Reid was pinned under the car, but
he appeared from behind him, With
assistance they lifted the car on one
side and Burrows and Paterson crawl-
od from under, They then litted the
other side of the car and removed ‘the
bodies of Duder, Harrison, Bufrrows
and O'Callaghan. He only met Mr.
Reid on the football fleld before that
night. Orosbie was not a member of
the team. Thé dinner lasted a long
time, speeches were made. They had
a cocktall, a glass of cherry and a
whiskey and soda, whilst at dianer. In
connect on®with the whiskéy and soda
Reid had & remarkably small drink,
and the party were laughing at him
for it. After this there was a port
and a liqueur, but he was not sure
that Reld had a liquewr. They thfn
had another whiskeéey; he was passed
the bottle; there was a small drink
in it, and he split it with Reld. Driv-
ers of cars are always nervous when
driving with strange drivers, but he
considered Reid a perfectly safe driv-
er. The top gear is the one the car
generally runs on. Reid got under
the oar and fixed the trouble, he was
not long at it and after this every-
thing was alright. In passing the car
on the road ¢oming out theré was no
difficulty. In his profession witness
got training in visibility at sea, but
not on the land. When he saw the
bus first he-did not know what it was.
When he turned around to speak to
the man behind him, he thought there
was ample room to pass. Coming
along that night, the car was hard
down on the springs, and they were
not getting the full benefit of the
gprings.  Witness Wwas not sure
whether the car hit the man en the
side of the road, or not. The car gave
a very noticeable swerve, but he
would say the wheel went hard
over. After the car {urned over he
called to Leonard Reid first, because
he thought he would be pinned to the
wheel as he was in the most danger-
ous position. After the accident ther?
was a considerable amount of excite-
ment. When the car slowed down,
w.tness noticed :it. ‘The speed Wwas
not excessive in his opinion. In an-
gwer to Judge Kent, witness could
not say whether or not the horn blew:
Clande Hall, sworn and examined
by Mr. Hunt. Witness lives in town
and is at insurance business. On the
night of Sept. 15th witness was on
Topsail Road, coming home, about
11.30. He was in Mr. Peddigrew’s
car. They had gone as far as Seal
Cove. Coming out they saw Mr. Reld’s
¢ar which was stopped and witness'’s
car stopped to offer assistance; he
did not kmow what was said but it
was sufficient for them to go on. The
same car passed them about midway+
between Octagon Pond and Donovan’s.
They knew it was the same car, from
the number on it, they looked up the
register list. They sometimes . did
this. Mr. Pedigrew’s car was going
about 18 miles an hour. Witness
could not be an authority on the speed
of a car. Asked how fast Mr. Reid’s
car was going when it passed (Mr.
Howley objects,). Witness does not
know hew far &t is from Octagon Pond
to Dotovan’s; he did not know how
long they were going from the Oota-
gon to where Reid’s car passed, he
would not be able to say how fast it
was going. Witness would say it was
go'ng about as fast again as their car
was going. Witness's car continued
on until they got to Donovan's where
they were hailed by Capt. Long. They
saw & man lying in the road, dead.
It was Lieut. King. The bus was on
the road east of Donovan’'s gate, about
near the second pole. Leonard Reid"s
car was in the ditch, further east, on
the other side of the road; it was
turned over. Witness  saw the five
other bodies, they were off the road.
Whitty’s body was about fifteen feet
oft the road. Witness was the first to
handle Whitty’s body. (Points on
plan where body was found).
Cross-examined by Mr. Emerson. It
wotild be extremely difficult to judge
the speed of Reid’'s car when it pass-
ed. Mr. Pedigrew prett§ regrarly
went at the sameé speed us os that
night. They took out the regiatered
numbers of cars when Reid’s passed.
Up to the time they arrived there had
peen apparently no effort made to 4o
anything with the bodies. Their car
was the last to come out from Dono-
van's that night. He d!dn’t hear the
bus driver being instructed to go for
a doctor, and can’t say if-he did go.
When witness arrived at the scenme
there was much exeitement, the most
was apparent in the occupants of -the
Bofd car. There were, not many a.
W. V. A, people around.
“ Harry Pedigrew, sworn, examined
by Mr, Hupt. Witness remembered
being on the ' Road on the
night of Sept. 15th. - left Upper
Guilies for towst at 10.30. On the top
of Topsail Hill there was a car.stop-
pod}ul they stopped and offered as-
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an hour. Witness could not 8ay How |
tast their car would be golng. It
would be less than five ‘minutes after,
they reached Donovan’'s when they
were stopped and told there was a
man dead and it was Lieut, King.
After this witness went to the car
which was upturnéed and helped to
raise it The body of Hartson was
hauled out and witness began artific-
fa] respiration on it. Coming towards
their own car after this, witness in
company With Mr. Hall, saw an object
off the road, And going to It Mr. Hall
said it was Whitty's body. The body
was fouhd about five yards east of
the stump, Hall was the first to step
in to thé body, Withess saw theé
stump that night, Béfore the bus was
removed witness, with Jack McGrath
unq Patrick Grace, marked the place
wheré King's body was found.

Edward Carey, sworn; examined by
Mr, Bradléy, Witnhess is a chauffeur,
On the night of Sept. 16th e went t6
Topsail; he took out Mr. Charles Tay-
lor, who lives about a mile this side
of Topsail. Whilst stopped at Mr.
Taylor's house, two cars passed, first
Mr. Crosbie’s and after Mr. Reid’s.
About a mile after leaving Mr. Tay-
lor's house, coming to town, witness
passed Mr. Reid’s car, parked on ths
tight side of the road. Witness stop-
ped his ¢ar because there were five
men on the road in front of Mr. Reid’s
car. As far as he could sce there
were eight men with the car on the
road, which was Mr. Reid’s. Two of
them came oOver to witness’s car and
began to put out his lights. Mr. Dud-
er came to witness and excused the
men; Mr. Reid did the same. Mr.
Reid asked witness where he could
get water. The five men wiiness saw
on the road were cherry, witness
would say they were under the in-
fluence of liquor. Mr. Reld did not
appear to be in the same condition.

Cross-examined by Mr. Howley.
Witness would class five men drunk
and Mr. Reid sober.

Malcolm F. Chambers, sworn, ex-
amined by Mr. Bradley. On the even-
ing of Sept. 15th, witness was in to
Donovan's at a farewell party to Mur-
phy. Marshall’s bus brought them
in. The bus stayed in all the time and
was parked in the yard whilst the
dinher was on. When the bus left the
yard it went to the road acound the
left corner, and parked well on the
left. After waiting around a little
while witness got in the bus. The
geats in the bus run in three differént
ways. The tail light was on the car,
two lights in the body of the hus and
the head lights were on, dimmed.
When witness got in the bus theére
were two or three in it. Before he got
in the bus he saw King, Whitty and
Lovatt, on the road, also Doody. Whilat
witness was in the bus he heard a car
pass-. the -door. - - There wa?t quité’a
commotion., There was thé sound of
the exhaust and a rush of wind, he
¢ould feel it in the bus. After this he
heard Doody call out that King was
killed. The night was a fine one and
clear, but at this particular time the
witness was not sure if thé moon was
ghining. Just before witness got in
the bus, King was about the centre
of the road, Whitty was on his right

and Lovatt on Whitty’s right. All
three men were golng towards town
LJust prior to hearing the rush of the
car witness -heard no horn cr 8aw no
lights. After gétting out of the bus
witness went directly to the body he
saw in the road. Witness saw the
Inspector General that night. The
body of King had not been removed
when he arrived. Witness saw Reid’s
car off the road, it lay at right angles
to the road. After helping to get
some men from under the cac witneéss
went to try and find Whitty. Witness
was there when one of Whitty's check
books was picked up, somewhere near
the two stumps that were on the side
of the road, the check book was some-
where to the south of the stumps.
When he heard the rush ke knew it
was a éar of bus.

Nefl Patrick, sworn, exarained by
Mr. Hunt. On the night of Sept. 16th,
witness went to & dinner party at
Donovan’s; they came out somewhere
about midnight. They went in to
Donovan’s -in the bus, which was in
the yard when the dinner was over.
When witness came down from the
house the bus was parked on the sids
of the road and he got in; there were
several in the bus™at the time. Before
getting in the bus witness saw King,
Whitty, Lovatt and Doody on the
road. After getting in the bus there
was a car passed along; then sudden-
1y there was & silénce, and he got out
and saw King's body. The last time
witness saw the men on the road was
about two or three minutes before the
car came, they were on the right side
of the bus, at the time. When. they
came out of Donovan's there was no
chearing, everything was quiet. Wit-
ness knew nothing of the motor car
until it was in the ditth. 7

Cross-examined by Mr. Howley.
Witness could not remember th®
names of -all who were in the bus
when he got im, but there werée
Grouchy, Grace, Woodman and Me-
Girath. The bus was about thirty or
forty yards on the towa sids of Dono-
van’s gate. Whitty and King were on
the right of the door of the bus; as
to their movements after, witness did
not know,

Horatlo Gromuchy, sworn, ¢xamined
by Mr. Bradley. Witnéss is a chauf-
feur for Marshall’s garage, he drives
a bus. On the night of Sept. 15th e
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was on the bus was i the yard, Tha
ibus 18 23 test lotig by 80 inchés wida.
After difinet witneds hrought the 'blll
to the road, where his party got on
board. At the time there were tall
lights, parking 1ights and lights in the
bus, After bringing the bus t6 the
road witness stayed in it. He saw
thres meén on tho road to the right
and ahead. Withess did aot femem-
ber séeing thém move, they appeared
to be getting a #thoke. Bhortly atter
witness heard A rush and ntterwards
he Baw What ohused the Tush. He
saw & man hit, and he saw the man
pitth and fall about ahead of the
tadiator of the- bus. Witnoss could
not say how far the man went befors
he pitched, Witness thén jumped
fromt his seat, and ran to whers the
car was, he never looked at the dead
man. Witness at this time did not
know what had happeneéd o Whitty
or Lovett he saw no lights of theé car
or héard a horn.

The car was bottom up in the ditch
at right angles to the road. Witness
has besn on the scene sines with his
bus. He was sent for by the Inspec-
tor General, who asked him to put
his bus ih the same position &s it was
on the night of the accident. The im-
pression of the tires was on the grass
and he thought they were pretty
near the correct position. The bus
went up in thé yurd and ran dowh the
same as on the night of the accident.
There are windows all around in the
bus.

Cross-examined by Mr. Emerson.
Witness has been driving a éar for
twelve years, and did much driving at
night. It is difficult to judge distance
at night. From the time withess saw
the car until it went over the bank
he could not judge the speed it was
going. When they went out next day
the place appeared someowhat differ-
ent than it had been in the night. Af-
ter coming out of Donovan’s yard
they would have to take a big sweep.
The next day, when ne wenr out he
knew the number of poles that were
there. - Before the accident he saw
Whitty and King “standing near the
bus. King was nearest the centre of
the road; when he was hi!, witness
did not know who it was. He had no
idea as to how fast the car was going.
Shortly after hitting King it went
over the road:

At this point the Court adjourned
until ten o’clock this morning.

e

TO-DAY'S PROCEEDINGS.

Midshipman Mellor, sworn, exam-
fhed by Mr. Hunt, said he went to
Hollands’ at Topsail on the evening
of the 15th inst. He went out in M¢.
Léonard Reid’s car. - At the cinnet all
the guests partook oOf refreshments.
When the car left Hollands’ the party
weént west; then they turnad to comie
towards town. Witness sat on the
floor of the car . He could not séz
anything. The first thing hé noticéd
was thé car turning to the right and
slowing down. The differénce of the
spéed was enotigh to make him sit
up and take notice. He #aw the bus,
it was then ahead of the ca: but fair-
1y close. After passing the bus he
saw the meén quite close. He couli
not form any opinion as to the speed
of the car. It was going st the usual
speed for the type of make. It did not
seéem to be going excessively. “Not at
all excessive for safé driviug. Some-
where around 80 miles per hour.”
The thfes men appeared to be mnear
the honmnet of the bus at the time the
cat reached the bus. Two of the men
appeared to clear out of the way bn*
the car struck the one on the ileft.
Just before he was hit the car was
swerved to the right and hé appeared
from the resulting jar to be hit by the
mudguard, As the man was hit the
car continued on- down and swerved
over tHe bank. The front wheels
stopped and the car appeared to swing
round. - Witness visited the scéne on
the following Wednesday. He saw
the wheel marks where the machin:
left the road. Witness was knocked
partly clear of teh car. The ‘car’s
lights were burning coming out the
road. He thought Reid blew his horn
as he would have noticed if he did not.

Cross-examined bdy Mr. Emerson.
Witness said the catr went over the
bank at the point where it hit Kingz.
The driving of Mr. Reid was not that
of one under-the influence of liquor.
Witness saw Reid after the accideat
and he aeppeared disheveiled. @ Wit-
nest thought the »speed when they
passed the bus was quite~reasonabls.
The back of the car swung towards
St. John’s when it went over the
bank. It was pivoted more or less
on the front wheels. F)

Ernest P. Woeodman, swotn, exam-
fned by Mr. Hunt. Witness was a
member of the G. W. V. A. paity at
Donovan’s. The bus was parked In
the d until after dinner and thea
it was moved down to the left side
of the road. Wiiness was not sure
it thers were lights on whén he got
into the bus. He sat in the hack seat
and was probably the first in. 'Those
who came in were quiet. He heard
no horn and the only warning of the
car coming Was the rushing sound.
He saw nothing but -heard a shout
that somebody -was killed. He got
out and saw the body o( King lying in
tront of the bus. Life was extinei.
Witness saw a motor.in a. ditch on
thé right hand side of the voad

Cross-éxamined by Mr. Howley.
Witness said hé saw noboly on the

road as he came down to: enter the |

went to Donovan’s with & party of 14
G. W. V. A. men; whilst the dinner

\

bus. He thought Neil Pairick came
in the bus after him. Witnesd batd
it would be correct to say that Neil
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Patrick was in the bus two or thres
minutes before Reid’s car passed.

Leo 0'Dea, sworn, examined by Mr.
Bradley. Witness sald he was at the
G. W. V. A. party at Donovan’s. After
the dinner he went out in the yard.
The bus was there but was moved 10
the Topeail Road about ten minutes
afterwards. )t was parked about 30
yards from the gate and was close to
the gide, Its left wheels, he thought,
would be on the grass. The first he
kfiéw was héaring someone say that
therd was an accident. He went <o
the right hand side of the road, about
15 teet in thé woods and saw h‘;\e car
ditched. Witness saw Kmng's body
lying about 20 yards ahead cf the
bus. 1t had hot been moved. Witness
after viewing the scene went to Don-
ovan’s to get help. s

Cross-examined by Mr. Howley.
‘Witness said he was standing by the

| road when Reid’s car passed

& i ek e S S 5

He
sheard no noise, v

Re-examined by Mr. Bradley. Wit-
ness said he was standing at the side
of the bus when he reckoned the dis-
tance at which King’s body lay.

Mr. Howley by permission re-cross-
examined witness re the distance that
King’s body lay, and a comparison
was made by objects in the Court
room.

John Murphy, sworn, examined by
Mr. Hunt. Witness sald he went out
to the dinner given him by ithe G. W.
V. A., in Marshall’s bus. The ¢inner
was over at 11.30. He camc cut of
the hostel at a quarter to twelve. The
bus was then on the road. Witness
spoke to some of the gathering in the
yard and then went back where he re-
mained until the news came of King
being killed. He went down the roal
and remembpered seeing the bus with
its headlight in line with ihe =econd
telegraph pole from the gate. (Wit-
ness was called from the stand and
explained from the plan the position
of the bus). He saw the headiights
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80 by the assistance of a flashlight.
The track was going townwaras. T
ness could not tell how far it was ap-
parent on either side of the stump.

Cross-examined by Mr. Howley.
Wi.tness said he made an exam:nation
of the car rracks about 40 minutes
after the accident. There were dis-
tinct marks of the car on hoth.sides
of the stump. Shown cheque book
witness recognized a cheque érawn
by G. J. Whitty in favor of Mrs.
Hughes. It was dated Sept. 15, 1924,
but the amount was not filled in.

Re-examined by Mr. Hunt witness
said Capt. Whitty organized the din-
ner.

Patrick Grace, sworn, examined by
Mr. Howley. Witness was. at Dono-
van’s on the night of the 15th inst.
The party arrived about 9 oclock ani
the dinner ended about 20 minutes to
twelve. When the witness went out-
the yard. Ho
went into the hotel and on coming out
again he saw the bus do¥n on the
left hand side of the woad. There
were four or five people in the bus
when he arrived. He did not particu-
larly remember any one on the road

(Continued on 10th page)




