bge

Thutledown
Frae Scotland.

2 (Contrlbuted.) b i
HUMOURS OF SCOTTISH RURAL
LIFE.

Affording better opportunities for
| the development of individual char-
! acter than are to-be found in the

busy town and crowded city, country
life is more congenial also to the
growth and exercise of thesfaculty of -
original humour. In the denser pop- |
nlations information on every in-;
telligible subject is so readily ac-!
cessible through the 'medium of !
' books, magazines, morning and even-j
ing papers, and courses of lectures, |
etc., that it is incumbent on any one
to form his or her own idea of any
particular matter. Ideas here are‘.
supplied readymade, like everything |
else, and warranted free from adul-f
teration; and thus your city andi
townspeople see very generally eye to
eye, and from frequency of contact |
with each other, and the causes d1-!
ready indicated, are forcibly rubbed
into something like a general meu-!
tal, as well as a physical, similitude
In the rural districts of the country'
it is altogether different. Books are |
scarce, daily newspapers rarely ap-;
pear, there are no courses of scieitific
or other lectures, and so the in-

dividual mind has largely to form its 3

own idea of every particular subject; |
and as very much of what is most en l
joyable in humorous Scottish stories |
and anecdotes arises from
and matter of-fact references made to
circumstances which are

most of our Scottish humour is bred
of rural life. Every book of native
anecdotes—every bout of storytelling
reveals this fact.

A very good story is told of a na-
tive of Glenisla, in Forfarshire and
belongs to the time when Matthew
Henry’s famous Bible commentary
was the apple of every real Scots-
man’s eye. One Geordie Scott, there-
away, was so fain to possess a copy
of “Matthew Henry,” as this bible was
long familiarly termed that he sug-
gested to his wife (the two lived

{ alone together) that they might sell
' the cow and purchase one with the
! price she would realize. The wife de-
{ murred at first, but latterly consent-
j ed, with one proviso—namely that
| Geordie would be willing to take
“treacle ale” to his porridge every
morning. This the good man at once
agreed to. So crummie departed, and
! “Matthew Henry” arrived. A few
. weeks passed, and the big ha’ Bible
, gave great delight, but the “treacle
i ale” was like to turn Geordie’s
» stamach a’ thegither.

“Dod, wife,” said he one morning,
“I doot that treacle ale’s no gaun to
do wi’ me, we'll need to trwand get a

wee drap milk to the parritch. Whati

do ye think?” !

Janet had been missing her troke
'with the cow, and was rueing that
she had consented to the “niffer.”

“Deed, gude man,” says she, a
» bargain’s a bargain. An’ gin ye will
’hae milk, an’ winna want it, ye maun
' just gang an milk “Matthew Henry.”

Your rural Scot is reflective and
prgumentative to a degree.

“Dinna tell me,” said a sapient For-
farshire laird of the old school. Dinna
tell me that the earth’s shaped like an
orange, an’ that it whirls round about

,§lka twenty-four ’oors. It's a’ mnon-
sense. The Seidlaw Hills lie to the
North and the Tay to the Sooth at
nicht when I gang to my bed. I’ the
mornin’ when I rise I find them the
same. and that’'s gude proof that the
“earth disna turn round. I'll tell ye
what it is—an’ I speak wi’ authority
of ane wha’s gi'en the maitter a deal
o’ thocht—the earth’s

which the Howe o’ Strathmore re- |
presents a knuckle mark.”

Reflective, I said, very! And the or-
dinary Scotch farmer’s love of gain is
proverbial. Life in his eyes is val-

uable chiefly as a season in which to gk

make money. Money being the root o’
a’ evil—an wha disna like to have a
pull at the root. Thus not \"eryJong
ago, while about half a dozen farm-
ers were returning home by train
from the Perth weekly market, they
talked about how this friend and that
friend was in his health; and about
some others who had died recently,

and how much money each of them §
must have left. | €

“Ay, but men dinna live nearly sae
long nooadays as they did in the
Bible times,” remarked one, with ;;
heavy sigh.
.. “Eh, man, na,” broke in another,
“who had hitherto not spoken. “ An, I
was Jjust thinkins there to mysel’ a al
minute syne, thaf “Methuselah must
have been worth a power o’ money
when he dee’d, if he was onything o*
a savin kind o’ a man ava.”
wadhd

Waggish some of them, and wild not
g few. There were many rare good
fellows among the farmers of Perth-
shire; genuine humorists, too. Here
was how one of them proposed the
toast of “The late Queen M
at a Cattle Show dinner. He
Chairman, and
said he, “fill a’ your glassés,
about t¢f brmg forrit the :
(Applause.) Our Queen,

may say it. She’s ane o’ the gude ull
Bort; nae whilmaleeries “w
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Thus it is that the best as well as thel ,

MEN’S, WOMEN’

BOY'S AND

Here’s a Straight, open and above board SALE of GOOD FOOTWEAR th

extravagant claims or excuses.

-

FOR

It’s Genuine, and it offers a REAL
Many Items listed here are less than one-third of the regular p

SPOT CASH ONLY.

WOMEN’S

KID BOOTS.
Cushion Sole.
Sizes 3, 4 and 5 only.
Regular 7.50.
OUR PRICE

WOMEN'’S

9 inch BROWN CALF BOOTS.

Cuban and low heels, medium
toe.
9.00 value.

OUR PRICE

3.75.

WOMEN’S

9 inch BLACK KID LACED'
BOOTS.

Medium pointed toe, Cuban
heels, beautiful soft Kid.
Sold for 11.50.

OUR PRICE

3.95.

WOMEN’S

9 inch BROWN CALF LACED

BOOTS. M p

Goodyear welted, medium point-
ed toes, Cuban heels.
Regular value 12.00.

OUR PRICE

4.75.

WOMEN’S
8 inch KID BOOTS.

toe, low heels. A
plendid Boot for the
growing girl.

Regular 7.50.

OUR PRICE

295,
95c.

SPATS

WOMEN'’S

Fawn, Taupe and Black,

10 Button Lengths

SOME OF THESE SPATS SOLD FROM
TO FOUR-FIFTY A PAIR. A GOOD RA
OUR PRICE TO CLEAR.. .. .. ..

DOLLARS
OF SIZES.

3.50.
95c¢.

WOMEN'S 9

round toe, soft leather.
for nine fifty. OUR PRICE

inch BROWN WILLOW
« CALF LACED BOOTS—Cuban heels,
Regularly sold

3.95

WOMEN'’S 9 inch BROWN KID LACED
BOOTS—Cuban and Louis heels, medi-
um pointed toes.

A twelve dollar Boot.

. OUR PRICE NOW .. .

- 3.95

WOMEN’S 12 inch

Boot: Sizes 3 to 5 only,

WILLOW CALF LA
Round toe, Cuban heel.

OUR PRICE NOW .. ¢

BROWN
BOOTS—
good Winter
gular 12.50.

5.95

Black Jersey
LEGGINGS

Women’s S1.10 | Misses’ nwe: 90¢ | Childs’

80c.

WOMEN’S
9 inch KID BUTTON BOOTS.

Round toe, Cuban heels, patent
and self tipped.
Regular 8.00 Boots.

OUR PRICE

4.50.

WOMEN’S
FELT JULIETS.

Fur trimmed, Felt bow, Leather
soles and heels.
Regular 4.50.

OUR PRICE

2.50.

WOMEN’S

WHITE DUCK PUMPS.

Medium toes and Cuban heels.
Very suitable for party or
wedding Shoes.
Regular up~to 3.50.

OUR PRICE

WOMEN’S

METATARSAL ARCH SUP-
PORTS.

.~ Regular 4.00.
OUR PRICE

95¢.

A PAIR.

9 inch WHITE BUCK LACED

wl’

GQdyear welted, Louis heel.
" A regular 12.00 Boot.

WOMEN’S

BOOTS.

OUR PRICE NOW

spread oot‘
judt like a muckle barley scone, in | &

“Noo, m-uu;'?_
Y’m :

is really a wonderfu’ - woman, if 1}

Bboot her, but a douce daicent be

Singlets
or
Pantalettes

in ‘black, white, red
and grey, Reg. 2.50

170/

Children’s Tan Calf
Scuffer Button

Boots

Regular
Our

jce

1.95.

GIRLS’ 9 inch TAN WILLOW CALF LACED BOOTS—| GIRLS’ 9 inch BUTTON BOOTS—In Box Calf and Vici|' CHILD’S PATENT VAN
Sizes 6 to 10. Regulsr 5.20. NOW .. 3.80 Kid. Sizes 6, 8, 9, 10 and 11. Regular up to 5.00. Sizes 8
(o) i Yee. i G 608 e B - . OUR_PRICE OUR_
Sizes 11 to 214. Regular 6.20. Now .. 4 50 2 50
o L .

10 1o of leio] [e;e) jo. vj .o o Leimt (s.0) (v.8) 16 of (8 8] leisi le.el le. ol io 8

10 4.80
% KID BUTTON BOOTS—
CE \NOW

N

Child's 9inch box calfand Dongola KidBals., sizes 610 10. Reg. 3.801 ir Price 2.80

MEN’S
GUN METAL LACED BOOTS.

Medium pointed toes, Bal shape.
Regular 9.75.

OUR PRICE NOW

5.00.

- MEN’S
BLACK and BROWN ELK
WORK BOOTS. ,

All solid leather. ,
- OUR PRICE

- 3.75.

’

[

MEN’S
GUN METAL LACED BOOTS.

Bluther shape, a solid Leather
Dress Boot.
Regular 8.00 value.

OUR PRICE

3.75.

MEN’S
BOX CALF LACED BOOTS.

Blucher shape, solid Leather,
for everyday wear.
Regular 8.50.

4.50.

. KID LACED BOOTS.

v

MEN’S

ear welted, medium and
round toes.
< Regular 10.00.

. OUR PRICE NOW

5.00.

. Chlldren' Palent Vamp Laced Boots, some with red and fawn fops, Regular 3.
Youths' and Boys’ Gun Metal Blucher Boots. Regular 6.50 and 7.50. All one

Now 2.70
 now 3.50
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Respectable, beyond g’
‘brocht up a grand family

ur'd lassie
on. w it to
Jand_ ) £e. 8. Weel

da @ess thay
the e 0 Argyle's gy
(Chem) Gentlemen, yq)
ov& it it T, once sy

(Senlatlon) T did. It wy
took my auld broon cog t°‘8
Show. I mind o’ her Weelqyy
”B haip; Taie—(Interry,
cries of ‘Is it the coo o
ye’re proposin’?’) The Quegy,
men. I beg:your pardon,
talkin’ aboot the coo. Howe
the, Queen; somebody pointy
to me at the Perth statiog
Bhe was, smart an’ tidy-lik,.
I to myself: ‘Gin my ayj ,w
hame slips awa’' ye needp,
widow anither hour langer; (
| Noo, ‘gentlemen, the Whiskyy
the nlcht' s‘ng, the Weathepy

‘'and the roads' are sart, and vy

naebody that comes to grist

* ye; ®eyery glass to th
“The Queen!”

Speaking of Perthshire wy
minds me of another cp,
story. A thrifty middle-ageq
that ilk, until a year or
lived a life of easy bacheloy
only domestic companion
,antiquated maiden sister,
period indicated, however, 1
the example of the n"“'nrity
sex, he_took unto himse]t 'a
Mhaim ‘he hnmghr hm e to

Peether with his sister and
“Twa women in ane ower
‘ony’ house,” says the prowy
this instance proved no g

The new-comer soon made th
tion 8o hot for her sister-jp.
the crofter perceived that,
struction of his household
stantly necessary. He s
the occasion; the wife wag g
Sans Ceremeonie. On heing ip
ed by a neighbour on the g
his action, Peter made the py

“Was I gaun, think ve, to}
sister abused by a woman ti
a drap’s bluid to ony o' th
us?”

Very good. And Peter's phi
reply brings vividly bef

characteristic figure of
mas Brown, a well known dey
a small Perthshire village 1

had little or no idea of things
our; yet, as if by the inspinf
accident, he was conti

remarks, and answer
language and manner the m
vocative of laughter.
Church” minister—nov
fame—was passing
mas was busily
thatching of a stack
barnyard, and snatching
the circumstance as a means
improvement of the
divine called out:

“You are thatching
Do you think you will
any such work in
ance?”

“Not at all, Sir,” w
and innocent rejoinder;
to hold out water.”
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A Hot Letter Fra
Pipe Smoker.

Three years ago my dentls
me complaining because I co
no pipe toebacco {I
cent a. carlead.. He immedi atvlf
duced Edgev&orth If T had 8

' all
4 devotees, ;Pipe smoker

my hougg go ‘“daffy

worth.

Very truly j-""‘i!':.

(Signed) H "

Both kinds pack so ni ‘eh th
burn freely and evenly to the

of the pipe. Sold eve! u\h;
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