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Market NotFashionbe In the war, left them, and the two 
women confronted each other.

“You have come, then,". said Lady 
Blanche. "Where are the things you 
have brought?”

"The nurse has them," said Lady 
Betty, coldly.

"The nurse!" echoed Lady Blanche. 
"Why did you bring one? I am the 
nurse, Lady Pendleton."

Lady Betty began to tremble.
"What right have you here?” she 

demanded. “Do you think Floris will
be pleased when she hears----- ”
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PlatesCHAPTER XXIII.
A BITTER PNISHMENT.

IT was an awful ride which Lady 
Blanche had undertaken, and for the 

remember-
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ed that night journey.
They reached the house, and at the 

sound of their approach, Sir Joesph 
came to the door. He started as his 
eyes fell on Lady Blanche, and he 
looked beyond her as It he had ex
pected to see some one else—Floris.

■■Lady Blanche!” he said. "Have 
you come all this way----- ”

She fell rather than slipped from 
the saddle and caught his arm.

“Tell—tell me the truth!" she pant
ed. "Is he----- ”

Her white face and suppressed emo
tion startled him.

“Lord Norman, thank Heaven, is 
alive!” he answered gravely.

Lady Blanche put her hands before 
her eyes and remained motionless for 
a moment, then she accepted Sir 
Joseph’s arm and allowed him to lead 
her into the house.

"Xnd you have ridden all this way 
in the dead of the night!” he said, 
scarcely yet realizing that it was real
ly she who stood before him. “You 
must be wet through, Lady Blanche, 
and—and I am afraid there is no 
change of clothes; we have, unfor
tunately, no women-folk here.”

She shook her head.
“It does not matter. No, I am not 

very wet I do not care in the least. 
Sir Joseph, can I—can I see him? But 
of course, I can! I have come to nurse 
him!"

Sir Joseph stared.
If any one should have come, it 

should have been Floris—the girl to 
whom he wag engaged. His thought 
found expression.

“Have you told—how is Miss Car
lisle? I trust the sad news has not 
made her ill?” he said.

Lady Blanche looked up wildly. She 
had almost forgotten Floris.

"We—we did not tell her,” she said, 
coldly and distinctly. "We thought it 
better not to do so until—until we 
know how Lord Nprman really was. 
This is why I havjTcome.”

Sir Joseph felt surprised.
“You have not told her?” he said, 

gravely. "I am rather sorry, I think 
she ought to know. But perhaps she 
will follow with Lady Pendelton in 
the carriage?” he said.

"Perhaps so,” assented Lady 
Blanche; “and now will you go and 
see If I may go to him, Sir Joseph? 
Dr. Greene may want me.”

He went upstairs, and came down 
again after wfiat seemed an age to her.

“Yes; Dr. Greene says you may see 
him; but he thinks you should have 
some rest”

She took off her hat and put It down 
with a gesture of refusal.

They entered the bedroom, and La
dy Blanche, pressing her hand to her 
heart for a moment, unseen by Sir 
Joseph, glided to the bed. There lay 
Lord Norman, white to the lips—white 
as the bandage about his head, saving
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“Well, I wrote and told her eo, and 
asked for more particulars and refer
ences, of course. The references 
came, and I found them extremely 
satisfactory. I then gave her eome 
few particulars respecting yourself, 
and, in short, I accepted the situation 

^x>'for you on condition of your agree
ment The salary is not a large one, 
but there will be a comfortable home, 
and Florence is a beautiful place, I 
am told. Never was out of England 
myself, and don’t want to be!” he 
jerked in; "but still, it's a beautiful 
place, and most ladies are fond of
flowers, why----- ”

Floris’ eyes filled.
“You have been very good to me, 

Mr. Morrell. When you asked me the ^ 
other day whether I had any friends,
I ought to have replied, 

kind and true

"Floris, Floris! 
name!” said Lady Blanche, with a 
curl of the lips. “Listen to me!” and 
she came quite close to the agitated 
woman. “Floris Carlisle Is not here, 
she will not come here. You know 
why. as well or better than I do. Do 
you think because she has jilted and 
deserted him, that I should do so, too? 
Wait! I have come down because I 
have something to say to you. Re
member, please", that I am Lord Nor
man’s relative; that I am nearer to 
him than any Floris, jilt or no jilt, 
and that It is I—I and no one else—
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ed him! I will brook no interference 
from any one but Miss Carlisle, and 
do not expect to meet with any from 
her!” and, with a wave of the white 
hand, she swept noiselessly from the 
room.

The days passed ; the little stone 
house, which had been built for pleas
ure, had bcome like a hospital.

On the evening of the fifth day, as 
Dr. Greene stood beside the window, 
looking out on the wild scene with a 
grave and anxious face, he heard Lady 
Blanche whisper his name, and turn
ed noiselessly to the bed.

Lord Norman had opened his eyes 
and was looking at Lady Blanche 
with an expression of consciousness
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patience had been the cause of the 
accident.

Dr. Greene looked up as she ap
proached, and scanned her face crit
ically.

“Is—is he asleep 
huskily.

“No,” he said, aloud; "you need not 
be afraid to speak. Lady Blanche; he 
is quite unconscious, and will re
main so, I am afraid for some time.”

"Is he much hurt?” she asked, her 
eyes rivited on the white face.

"Very much,” he said, concisely. 
“The stag did not spare him, poor 
fellow!”

"Is it dead!” she ground out be
tween her teeth, with a sudden sav
age flash of her eyes.

“Is it—the stag? I do not know.”
“Yes,” murmured Lord Harry, mis

erably, from the other end of the 
room.

She did not hear him, but stood 
with her eyes fixed on the motion
less face, while she drew off her 
gloves.

“Sir Joseph tells me you wish to 
help me, Lady Blanche,” said Dr. 
Greene. “Do you not think you had 
better rest for a while? Your jour
ney has been an extraordinary one 
for a lady to undergo.”

She shook her head.
“I could not rest. Tell me what I 

am to do?”
He inclined his head, seeing that 

any further remonstrance would be 
useless.

“Keep his bandages moist, please,” 
he said. “I am going downstairs to 
prepare fresh ones. Call me if he 
gives the slightest sign of returning 
consciousness.”

As he left the room Lady Blanche 
sank on her knees beside the bed, 
and let her head drop until her lips 
rested on Lord Norman’s.

"Oh, my darling, my darling!” she 
breathed.

very, very kind and true one! And 
have you really got the situation for 
me?’

“Yes,” he said, huskily; "that is, if 
you like to take it. You shall look 
over the papers and decide. The work 
will not be hard; you will have to do 
some copying and write from dicta
tion—I should buy a work on botany 
and study it on the journey, if I were 
you—and from what I hear, I think 
you would find Mrs. Sinclair a very 
nice lady. Now, don’t say a word, but 
look over the letters while I take a 
cup of tea.”

Floris took the letters to a side ta
ble and read them.

As Mr. Morrell had said, they were 
very satisfactory. The salhry was not 
large, but ample for her poor wants, 
and there would be a comfortable 
home. ' +-

But the greatest attraction in the 
offer for he* was the fact that, if she 
accepted, she could get away from 
England.

Florence, too! How often she had 
read of it and longed to see it! Flor
ence! A pang shot through her heart 
for a moment, as she remembered that 
it was one of the places Lord Norman 
had often talked of taking her to when 
they were married—when they were 
married! Alas, alas!

Mr. Morrell, who was watching her, 
saw her lip quiver.

“There, there," he said. “Don’t 
think any more about it, if you don t 
like the idea. Something else will be

she whispered,

A DAINTY DRESS FOR PARTY OR 
BEST WEAR.

Even then“Floris
she did not speak, but her hand stole 
along the bedclothes and enclosed his 
hot, wasted one.

"Floris! You here? What has hap
pened? Ah! I remember”—he added, 
with a faint effort at a smile. “Is—is 
the boy safe?”

"Lord Harry is all right,” said Dr. 
Greene. “He has gone hïme.”

“Poor boy! I am glad of that. I 
am very tired! How long have I been 
lying here? The whole day?”

Dr. Greene drew a silk handkerchief 
across the feverish eyes.

“Don’t talk now, Norman,” he said. 
“Try and sleep. We will tell you all 
about it in the morning.”

With a gesture of obedience he 
turned his head on the pillow, his 
hand still on Blanche's.

All night Lady Blanche sat with his 
hand in hers—hers which he thought 
was Floris’!—and in the morning he
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"Why, Blanche,” he said, feebly; 
“you here? Where is Floris? Has 
she gone to lie down?”

She inclined her head.
“I am glad of that. Poor girl! She 

must need some rest, surely! She 
has been watching beside me all 
night, hasn't she?”

Lady Blanche smoothed the bed
clothes.

“Don’t talk yet, Norman,” she said, 
huskily.

"Blanche, how long have I been ly
ing here?"

“Six days, Norman,” she faltered.
"Six days! Six—and Floris has 

been watching all the time! My poor 
darling!” and the tears—he was still 
fearfully weak and easily moved— 
rose to his eyes. "Six days 
scions! And, of course.
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You will not die! You 
must not die! No, Bruce, Bruce, live 
for my sake! My darling, my dar
ling!”

Lord Harry stared at her with his 
bloodshot eyes, and almost frighten
ed by what he had seen, rose and 
stole out.

The morning broke, and the sun 
came sleepily through the mist, and 
the noon and evening passed, and 
still Lord Norman lay as dead to all 
around him, as if indeed life had 
passed the portals of Ms white lips; 
and still Lady Blanche knelt down by 
his side.

Toward nightfall the carriage from 
Ballyfloe arrived.

It contained Lady Pendelton and a 
nurse, but to Sir Joseph’s amaze
ment, no Floris came.

“Have you told Miss Carlisle?” he 
asked as he held Lady Betty’s trem
bling hands, and tried to encourage 
her.

"No!” said Lady Betty, flushing 
and then turning pale again. “No; 
Miss Carlisle was summoned from 
Ballyfloe quite suddenly, before the 
news arrived.”

“Ah, that it explains it!” he said, 
with a relieved air. “It is fortunate 
that it has happened so, though we 
may have to send for her. Now, don’t

for the dark red scars on his 
head which the savage stag had caus-

'UEfàTBeside him stood Dr. Greene, and 
at a little distance the miserable boy 
whose inexperience and youthful im- No scarcity at
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poor darling, how she must hav 
tered! Is she very ill, Blanche?

Lady Blanche shook her head, 
could not speak.
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