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A “COMBINE COMMISSION.”
Should Canada nave a permanent 

Trade Commission constituted alter 
the model oi the Railway Commission 
whose business it would be to inves 
ligate alleged infractions o£ the laws 
respecting trade?

It has boon asserted with frequency 
and confidence during recent years 
particularly that many ol the com 
modifies oi trade are controlled in 
Canada by “rings” ol manufacturers 
or dealers. These combinations after» 
the manner oi'their kind, are said to 
operate to the destruction or amalga­
mation of independent concerns, *die 
extinction of competition, the depres­
sion oi prices paid the producer of 
raw material and the boosting ol ihe 
prices demanded from the purchasers 
oi the articles affected.

These allegations may or may j)o! 
be true. They may be true in some 
caeca and not in others. But whether 
or not they are true, or any ol them, 
we do not seem to have the machin­
ery to determine with desirable facil­
ity.

• The statute books of course contain 
laws made and provided for the pun­
ishment of such combinations, but to 
bring these laws into operation in

phyfieian who is qualified to pres­
cribe is surely the one to diagnose 
tile case.

The Federal Government ol course 
lias the power to ‘appoint a commis­
sion to investigate any alleged com­
bine'as Parliament has the power to 
appoint a committee for the same 
purpose. But against both those 
methods stands an objection which 
holds against government or parlia­
mentary investigation generally. Such 
investigation can tir secured only1 
after prolonged agitation; and the 
wise combine takes the hint from the 
agitation, dissolves it and destroys its 
record before the investigators get on 
•the premises. Then the most that 
can be accomplished is to find that 
there was once a concern of the kind, 
and perhaps to punislh the partici­
pants for sins they no longer commit 
The investigation passed, the scatter 
ed elements are free to unite again, 
knowing til not a preliminary agita­
tion will give them timely warning if 
any further inquiry.

What seems to be needed is a per­
manent body clothed with ample pow­
ers and standing ready to exercise 
those powers when representative.-1 
from some responsible source indicate 
that there is injustice being done. Till: 
would in no way interfere with the in 
dividual’s right to prosecute, in ttnr 
remote event of any individual want­
ing to do so; it would not interfere- 
with the right of the provincial gov­
ernment .to promote inquiry ; it would 
simply provide the machinery for act­
ing promptly and therefore effectively 
when action seemed necessary. The 
advantage such body would be lot 
only in the work done by them, but 
in the discouraging effect their pres­
ence would have on those disposed 
to take illegal advantage of their fel­
lows. A policeman may not make

has upset all existing calculation* ,s I their buying to a certain combination
to the value of the armored cruiser, 
just as the appearance of the armored 
cruiser in its day relegated the pro­
tected cruiser to a subordinate posi­
tion, and ultimately to the scrap 
heap.’ For it is certain that a single 
Indomitable, able to carry its 12-inch 
guns for such great distances at such 
high speed, could catch and destroy 
the most ixiwerful existing armored 
cruisers of the day. For the future, 
25 knots must be the mark of all :he 
warships which, by virture of their 
carrying medium armor, will belong 
to tire armored cruiser class. One ef­
fect of this will be to increase enorm­
ously the cost of the cruiser and, to 
no little degree, her size. In fact, tin 
Indomitable has raised the cost of
cruiser construction, ns the Dread- ment in the quality of goods as well.
nought did that of the battleships.

another matter. The individual, how- ™ urr£Sts- but there would have
ever fully he may be convinced that t0 De ™ore alTests madf >f thl'r('
he is being fleeced hesitates to pit hi*|"° Poh,ceman CO™n™[y “ .slgh''

„„„ . iSmiilarlv the knowledge that limited means against the resources, , , • „ ,combine commission was likely ,oof allied millionaires ; and were he 
prepared to do so it might be beyond 
his power to estât lish in court what 
might be established if the presiding 
officer were an investigator rather 
then a judge. Nor is it fair that i.h 
individual should be asked to bear 
tile expense and undertake the conse­
quences of a fight which is of as much 
concern to his neighbors as to him­
self.

The “regulation” oi combines is el 
necessity a mater of government 
duty and not of private initiative, ami 
the investigation of alleged combine.-, 
is only one phase of regulation. It 
is part of tile business oi a govern­
ment to protect the property of :V- 
suBjeCts. A oorol-mation which (te­
st toys competition, which wrecks in­
dependent enterprises, which depres­
ses the prices of raw materials below 
normal and elevates the prices of fin 
ished articles above normal, is délit, 
erately, designedly and persistently 
Assailing the rights and destroying the 
property oi citizens. Against sueii 
it is quite as much a govgrnim nt’s 
duty to defend the public as again-1 
the man with the mask or t;ie 
“jimmy.”

In Canada ihe business of regula­
tion as and has been laigely left 

- to the provincial administrations o:i 
the ground that it was t»hei- Dullness 
to enfmee law. The provincial gov- 

, ernmen*» have done splendid servie.” 
at times in the matter, but there are 
Ihrirtotti-cns beyond winch and cir­
cumstances under which relief from 
them is impossible. Where a combine 
with headquarters in one province, 
works its damage chiefly in other pro­
vinces sudh relief is practically hop»- 
less. The provincial governments 
whose subjects are aggrieved cannot 
take action and the other will not 
Thus a canning combine with head

pounce down unannounced on any 
suspicious "group” would have 
salutary effect in repressing the am 
bit ions of would-be law breakers. At 
the same time it would assure the 
public that their interest* were bein 
-safeguarded, and lessen the likeli 
hood oi anyone crying “wolf” witho.it 
substantial evidence that there was 
one about.

of wholesalers.
“In the case of this combination, 

in addition to the other evils already 
enumerated, there is thus a direct 
Tendency to re-strain effort looking 
towards improvement in quality. In­
deed that is the usual effect of com­
bination. Where there is a monopoly 
there is not the same incentive to 
improvement that there is with free 
competition.

“A .summary of the evils wrought 
by the canners’ combine shows these 
results :—

"1—The vegetable grower is com­
pelled to accept the price fixed by the 
combine or to go out of business.

“2—Conditions have been created 
which render it almost impossible for 
an independent factory to be estab­
lished.

3—The tendency of the combine is 
to prevent not only competition in 
prices but competition in imiprove-

IN VEST I GAT I ON WARRANTED.
It has been asserted with increas­

ing frequency and certainty that the 
canning business of Canada is con­
trolled by a gigantic combine which 
operates along the usual lines of the 
species, “squezing out” independent 
companies, depressing the price paid 
the producer of raw material, and 
boosting the prices demanded from 
the consumer for the finished article.

Perhaps the most outspoken declar­
ation that such ring existe and that 
it operates in these and kindred ways, 
comes from the Toronto Star. That 
paper asserts with the assurance • f 
reliable knowledge both that the com­
bine exists and that it works in the 
manner indicated for fleecing the pub­
lic at both doors of the canning fac­
tory. The Star goes farther and un­
dertakes to analyze the results of the 
operation and let the victims know 
how badly they are being shorn. As 
a remedy it calls on the Government 
to reduce or abolish the 1 1-2 cents 
per pound duty which prevents can­
nery products from the United States 
coming into effective competition with 
the home-made goods and bringing 
the price down where it ought to be.

The following paragraphs show- 
how certain the Star appears to he 

its ground, and to what extent—-if 
the ground be correctly taken—the 
public suffer from the operations of 
this combination ,

“There is, perhaps, no one combine 
which hits more directly, and in more 
places, than that which controls the 

_________________ ___ i greater part of the trade in canned
THE “SERVICE" OF THE PEOPLE. ltcm*tPc" :m(l ctlu‘r vegetables.

I ‘This com «nation hampers the free- 
Smce May G00 miles of line have dom of the middlemen ; it makes it

The effect in the case " of the 
consumer, in this particular year, is 
that for each dollar's worth of conned 
goods purchased he has to pay at 
toast $1.40.”

Nowhere in Canada is the price et 
canned goods of more direct and vital 
consequence than in Western Canada. 
The rapid growth of our towns and 
cities keeps the demand for garden 
produce normally far ahead of the in­
crease in local Supply. As yet -little 
general effort has been made to pro­
duce corn and -tomatoes on a com­
mercial basis in -these provinces. For 
these -and other reasons the consump­
tion of cannet goods in proportion to 
population is fan greater on the 
prairies than in the Older provinces. 
If .therefore, Canadian consumers of 
such goods are -being skinned by a 
cannery combine we are the ones who 
suffer most and to whom relief would 
mean the greatest saving.

For this reason western people will 
hope that on investigation be under­
taken at on early date to ascertain 
the exact conditions Of the industry, 
and that the findings of the commis­
sion will ba made the basis ior effec­
tive relief measures if the alleged 
abuses are found to exist in fact.

tile point nearest his residence. Until 
he can be sure of this he will start 
early and walk, sooner than lose time 
at the office, or hop—and this means 
a fare lost to the railway. Hitherto 
it has been impossible to estblish »n 
altogether regular service, for a var­
iety of reasons more or less common 
in the inception of all new systems. 
These disabilities are being steadily 
removed and in the course of a fort­
night or less we should have cars 
running on regular schedules over the 
entire system. The public will then 
be able to accommodate themselves 
to the service with assurance, and the 
receipts will strike the normal. Any, 
thing the system may now gain from 
novelty will be more than compens­
ated by the day-by-day traflic captur­
ed through tiie regularity of service 
over the whole road.

vui-able comparison even with the fam- interest, since much will depend on the 
ous manifesto of which it is the sequel - precise form which they assume. Nothing
and the complement. Fifty years ago, I"? ma-x be yielded to tho-e
... ., , , .. , . | whose real object is to impair the valid

while the embers ut the Insurrection of the beneficent rule which l,-,s 
were still smoudenng, while the British brought India to the condition of seen, 
columns were still chasing Tan ha Top. » ity and order on which the proclama- 

*<■ ,blavft ”Vhe ':ebe’ t.h,'oueh tion rightly insists. We cannot afford to
aba"dca ‘he trust we have assumed for 
the welfare of thé Indian peoples ; but \wissued the proclamation in which she an­

nounced that the territories to the East 
India Company had been annexed to the 
Imperial Crown. 11 When,” it was said, 
"by the blessing of Providence, internal 
tranquility shall be restored, it is our 
earnest desire to stimulate the peaceful 
industry of India, to promote wqrks of 
public utility and improvement, and fo 
administer the government for the bene 
fit of alt our subjects resident therein.” 
Such, was the promise of the first Em­
press of India. Yesterday's proclama­
tion claims with justice that it has been

can and may exercise it in closer con­
sultation with those peoples themselves 
than was possible before the genuine 
character of our government was as wide­
ly understood as it is at present by the 
great majority of . the Kaisar-i-liimV- 
subjects. For that, we, believe, is ahe 
case in spite of surface disorder fomented 
by a section of - agjtatqgs and disturber-, 
who represent an insignificant, though 
unduly articulate, minority .of the popu­
lation. Against those ..“guilty conspira­
cies,” ^conceived witii.,no,jU4t. cause.

A VALUABLE MAN GONE.
In the taking of Mr. Thomas Drily, 

of Clover Bar, “the Edmonton Dis­
trict” loses one of its best known 
pioneers and a tireless worker tor its 
advancement. Though not an .old 
man his span of the life .bridged tin; 
wide gulf between the old .conditions 
and the new. Conditions in the changing 
ol which lie bore a manful part. For 
him it was to be expected there re­
mained many active years, with 
evening made pleasant by the mem­
ories of faithful, useful and successful 
work.

Mr. Daly came to the West when 
the West had none too good a repu­
tation at home or abroad ; and that

been added to the provincial tv- 
phone system. The system now com­
prises 1,400 miles of trunk lines and 
6p miles of local rural lines. All tie' 
larger end most of tile smaller busi­
ness centres of the province arc linked 
up, while the construction of farmers’ 
lines has been rapid, constant and 
general throughout the province. 
There arc now 165 exchanges and toll 
station*, against 35 six moutiis ago. 
The telephone business in Al bert a was 
taken hold of in the right way and at 
tile right time. It is a public-owned 
monopoly. In consequence the people 
stand to gain the maximum advant­
age at the minimum cost. They have 
avoided too, the delay and annoyance 
ocoesioned the people of other pro­
vinces by the tangles of conflicting 
charters and the wiles of coapoiatc 
greed. The people are loyally backing 
up the Government by a patronage 
that, exceeds expectations.

honorably fulfilled. “The journey was no aï£
arduous, and the advance may have,'words of stem warning. S>t the^edi- 
Rometunes seemed slow ; but the mcor-.tious manifestations of the few leave mi 
pomtion oi many strongly-diversified touched the loyalty of -the vast masses of 
communities and of some three hundred the Indian population; nor van they I*, 
millions of the human race, under Brit permitted to hamper and obstruct the

achievement of a task—to quote the son­
orous closing phrase of the great State 
paper—"as glorious as was ever

ish guidance and control has proceeded 
steadfastly and without pause. We sur­
vey our labours of the past lialf-century 
with clear gaze and good conscience.”

The words are as true as they are 
proudly courageous. Assuredly we have 
no need to apologize for those fifty years 
of arduous endeavor ; we can look back 
upon our work "with clear gaze and good 
conscience," and deep, undying gratitude 
to those devoted servants of the Empire 
who have faced the difficulties with toil 
and patience and “a resolution that ha-

com­mitted to rulers and. subjects in 
State or Empire of recorded time.”

THE MARINE INQUIRY.

Investigation Adjourned at Quebec 
and Commission Will Go to St 
John, N. B.

Quebec, Nov. 15.—In the marine in­
nover faltered or been .shaken.” It is vestigation yesterday the first witness 
the well-earned tribute of the Crown and called was J. J. Murphy’s bookkeep- 
tlie People to.the men of the Indian Civil er> a man named McNeill, but he is 
Service and the Indian Army, the com- sa‘d to be in the woods. O’Dell,

Gregory’s grandson, also failed to an­
swer to his name. Gauthier, painter, 
deposed that he had done" work for 
the department, but had never been 
paid a commission. .Louis Mercier, 
grocer, had sold goods to the depart­
ment since 19C5 to the amount of

pany of soldiers and officials under whose 
control a fifth of the human race has 
lived in peace and prosperity through 
the storms and trials of fifty years of 
eventful history. For' the first time in 
all the long roll of its annals that sub­

it bears a better name today we Indi“ Wn free
. , , ,, _ ... I------ —...... ••• menace and domesticto thank very largely the men with I,,hacks during the span of half a cen

THE EXPECTED.
Tihc Toronto Evening olegram prints 

the following despatch from its t)t-’ 
taxva correspondent :—

“It is understood that a movement 
has been started among certain sec­
tions of the Conservative -party here 
to attempt to depose R. L. Borden 
from the party leadership and replace 
him -by Sir Châties Hibbert Tupper.

“Those who are behind the move­
ment state that Mr. Borden himself 
is weary a± the political game, and 
that he would not object -to be pro­
vided for by the G. P. R., from whom 
it is said he has * standing offer of 
one of their solicitorships. The plan 
is to sect Sir ELibhert in Carleton 
County, which Battlen will vacate, and 
after a ducent show of service perhaps 
for the ; cdoling, tmftikm, allow him to

almost impossible • to establish or 
maintain a canning factory outside 
of the organization ; it squeezes the 
grower of vegetables in the matter of 
price paid for these on the one wide.
and it puts a still harder squeeze mi ______ r__ .... ......
the consumer of the finished -product -be deposed in favor of the knight from

TO BE A NEW BRIDGE.
It i- considered unlikely that any 

part of the old structure save tin 
foundations and piers, will enter into 
the construction of the new Quebec 
bridge. The cantilever which fell is 
hopelessly rumed. At the time ol the 
accident much of the material for the 
other hall had been manufactured.

quarters in Ontario or a lumber com This will probably also have to i«- 
bina with headquarters in British discarded. It is rumored that the 
Columbia might continue to rob th . work of designing and rebuilding will
people of the prairie provinces ior 
generations, because the only pro 
vfncial administrations which could 
interfere would have little or no pul>- 
lic reason to do so and strong po­
litical reason to not do so. This -r. 
itself would seem to suggest that if - -o 
are to lvavc reasonable guarantee 
against such depredations the duty 
of prevention mus-t be placed in the 
hands of a power with broader juris­
diction jjnri w-itli less need to regard 
local conditions.

Another consideration seems to :n- 
dica-te the Dominion Government and 
Parliament as the proper custodians 
of the jiutdie interests in tills matter 
Most of the combines, if sudh there 
are. operate under the protection or a 
tariff which to greater or less extent 
excludes foreign goods. Withou^such 
tarif-' it is only in exceptional cases 
that a co hi bine can be f-ormed anil

Cintained". The reduction or abo.i- 
n of the tariff clause behind which 

it hide* is one of the most effective' 
means of permanently breaking up a 
combine and of preventing it re-form­
ing. The tariff is under change of 
the Varierai authorities and with? them 
only lies the power to *hu'-l 
the clause under which a combination 
may find shelter. The remedy being

be put charge of three leading 
oridgo engineers, representing Can­
ada, Great Britain and the United 
States.

NEW STANDARD SET.
At the close of . the Quebec tercen­

tenary celebration the armored cruise; 
Indomitable was ordered to return o 
England at full speed, supposedly for 
the purpose of testing or ol showing 
the.rate this new type of vesel is able 
to maintain over long distances. Of 
the run made and its significance the 
Scientific American says :—

The transatlantic speed of the In­
domitable on her return trip from 
Quebec, which is stated officially to 
have been 24,8 knots irom land to 
land, and 25.13 knots for three con­
secutive days ol ocean steaming, has 
set a mark which is certain to have n 
powerful influence upon the design 
of future warships. Had this speed 
been shown by a cruiser scout Clam­
med with coal, boilers and machin­
ery, and aimed with only a few light 
rapid fire guns, the speed, though not­
able in itself, would have exercised 
no controlling influence on fighting- 
ship design ; bu^whpn we bear ;n 
mind that the ship which made this 
25-knot run carried from 7 to TO inch-

on the other.
“Let us bring it right home to the 

consumer at once. Consumers of can­
ned tomatoes will this year pay over 
40 per cent, more than the actual 
value of production ; they will, as a 
result of combination, pay $1.40 where 
they would pay $1 under free compe­
tition; they will do this because a 
combine lias been formed among Can­
adian canners under the cover of a 
specific protection of 1 l-2c per pound 
against American tomatoes—a specific 
protection that works out at nearly iO 
per cent, on tlic value of imported 
goods.

“The vegetable grower—the man 
who produces the raw material for 
the canner—is not hit quite so hard 
as the consumer of the finished article 
simply because, if the price offered 
him is not reasonably satisfactory, he 
will refuse to produg;-. The consum­
er, however, must pay almost any 
price that is demanded from him, be­
cause he is obliged to eat to live, and 
there are few articles in foodstuffs 
the pioee of which is not controlled 
by a more or less firmly established 
combine of some sort.

“But even the grower, in some, 
cases, suffers ruinous loss. Take, for 
example a case in Western Ontario. 
Through the exertion of tomato grow­
ers a canning factory was establish­
ed in the locality in question, tin- 
intention being to run it on an inde­
pendent basis. This was soon found 
to be extremely difficult. The combine 
was powerful enough to hamper the 
aale of goods from this independent 
factor>- to such an extent that the in­
stitution was obliged to cdose down ,n 
the middle of the past season, and 
growers found themselves with a crop, 
which it had cost $50 an acre to pro­
duce, left on their hands and wholly 
valueless. One grower had 400 bush­
els of the very finest stock, end every 
tomato grown by him was left to rot 
on the ground ; and his case was mere­
ly one of a number.

“What will happen in the case of 
this particular factory? The owners 
have two options—4o go into the com­
bine on terms fixed by the latter, or 
to leave the building to tumble down 
and the machinery to rust on the 
ground.

“Another case illustrating the plight 
of the would-be independent canner, 
is reported from Eastern Ontario. A 
few farmers thought they had a plan 
by Which they could ensure thé put­
ting up of goods of exceptionally fine
duality. Their niisn in Hi-inf

Vancouver. There are of course ob­
jections to the plan from a -wing of 
the party,”

STRENGTHENING THE BONDS.
Old country despatches warrant th; 

hope that something - tangible will 
come out of Hon. R. Lemieux’* mis­
sion in the cause oi cheaper trans- 
Atlantic cable service. That the ideal 
of Mr. Henniker• Heaton of penny-a- 
wOrd messages will be immediately 
realized may be too much to expert, 
but there seems to be a very general 
feeling that this means oi communica­
tion it brought within reasonable cost 
would prove a great commercial util­
ity, and through this a valuable 
means for strengthening the bonds vt 
empire—particularly the “intellectual 
bonds,” as Mr. Lemieux has fittingly 
termed the sympathetic interest which 
better communication should awaken 
in each country toward the other. 
Cheap cable service would be a grati­
fying continuance of the policy em­
bodied in cheaper postage. It is fit­
ting that Canada Should take a lead­
ing part in the fiew movement as in 
the former, and that the -successor 
Sir William Mulock should be the 
man to represent her position.

whom he stood to testily its merits h 
the (lavs when its friends were few 
and its detractors many. As a young 
man he staked his life on the West,
If seed thé struggles oi tile pioneer, 
stayed with the country through its 
seasons of doubt and discouragement-, 
and lived to sec his conviction of ,-ts 
worth splendidly endorsed by a period 
of development and prosperity which 
he had helped to bring ahput. That 
the West today is the Mecea of the 
world we may thank Mr. Daly and 
the men of his kind and time, who 
scattered over the vacant prairie, 
dur through good report and ill ;ci 
a faith in the country, and who put 
their lives into the proof of t'hei>' 
faith.

Aggressive, yet genial, feverishly e.-s 
crgetic, yet not easily discouraged, 
Mr. Daly was to lie found in the fore, 
front of movements both for improv­
ing comptions in his community and 
for making the merits of the country 
-better known abroad. In the life c-f 
the district where he farmed for 
twenty ycais, iri ' the city Which' Ire 
Served as an alderman, in the boa- d 
of trade of which lie was a member 
for many years, in the exhibition as­
sociation where he was ever a moving 
spirit, his activity was persistent and 
invaluable. The city and the country 
■will miss Thomas Daly, and that ior 
the best of reasons : he belonged to o 
class of men of whom we cannot have 
too many.

in the hands of the Dominion it would,es ol Krupp armor 
Seem reasonable that the ~ means 

fihding out whether and where the ' guns afloat, the speed takes on tix 
reim“dy should be applied should mendous significance. The presence

ifreight of the most powerful 12-ineh
and mounted

did not dare to touch the etuft because 
of the iron-clad agreement under 
Which they were bound to handle only

. , Æ . .. . ... , „ . „, , ... f tarot-made goods; retail dealers were
ah ipêrate under their auspices. "Tlic of the Indomitable on the high seas restrained by the compulsion to limit

quality. Their ptan in brief consist­
ed in^ the erection of a comparatively 
small plant by a few growers, who 
would absolutely control the product 
‘from the planting oi the deed in early 
spring to the sale of the finished pro­
duct ip the fall. The wliole operation 
was to be under one management, 
with practically -the entire work per­
formed by the families of those inter­
ested. The scheme certainly worked 
out so far as the quality of the goods 
was concerned ; the output was pro­
nounced by those to whom it whs 
show-n as the best they had ever seen. 
But the difficulty came when the

A SPLENDID BEGINNING.
The patronage received by the street 

railway warrants the hope that the 
enterprise -will become self-sustaining 
at an early date. As yet the eenttc- 
has been established on only a por­
tion of the Edmonton city lines, and 
even on these is necessarily more i r 
less interrupted and uncertain. The 
interurban service, which is expected 
to be the best paying part of the en 
terprise, has not yet begun. Neith" 
has the Nortvod service been started, 
which should also be a large revenue 
producer. Nor has the Strathconn 
city service been put on. As yet we 
are operating only a third of the sys­
tem and that by no means the part 
likely to prove the most profitable. 
Yet the receipts lrave been very grati­
fying and if the entire system receives 
equally large patronage no complaint 
on tiiis score will be in order. A regu­
lar service, from the revenue produc­
ing standpoint, is quite as necessary 
as an extended service. The people 
who make a street railway system 
pay arc the people who use it régit 
larly as a means of conveyance to 
and irom work and butines. To »c- 
ceive .their patronage it is of first 
importance that they know with cer- 

time for selling arrived. Wholesalers (,tain1>" when and where they can catch
the cars. To the man who has to be 
at work at an appointed hour \h>:

ON THE SIDE.
At Inst Emperor Kwang ancl Dow­

ager Empress An seem to be authen­
tically and permanently dead.

Australia and Cuba have elected 
Liberal governments. Canada’s good 
example continues to grow in influ­
ence.

The season of shooting accidents is 
giving way to the period for skating 
fatalities. The level crossing con­
tinues to regard all seasons as its 
own.

Tire street cars stopped running tor 
a couple oi hours the other day and 
the weary citizens reviled the rever­
sion to the pedestrian past as though 
we had left it a couple of generations 
ago instead of only emerging the week 
before last.

As title Toronto News aptly remarks, 
Morse the ice king lias been sent to 
the cooler. If the News continues to 
-take its defeat so seriously it is to 
be hoped the committal results in a 
reduction of the price of cracked ice.

tiiry. Since Colin Campliell and Rose 
brought home their troops in the sum­
mer of 1858 .scarcely a shot has been fired 
in anger within India, and no danger 
more serions than the attacks of turbul­
ent frontier tribes has assailed her from 
without. That has been one part of out­
work under the Queen’s proclamation, 
though not the greatest part. In the 
charter of Queen Victoria assurance was 
given of the desire of the Imperial gov­
ernment to stimulate the peaceful in­
dustry and foster the material progress 
of the peoples of India. The splendid 
schemes that have been carried into ex­
ecution—schemes, as the King's proclam­
ation truly says, “unsurpassed in their 
magnificence and their boldness”—the 
long warfare that has been waged against 
plague, flood, and famine, the opening up 
of the country Jiy roads and railways, 
the draining of the swamps and the wa­
tering of the desert, bear witness, to the 
Spirit and the ardour with which the 
pledges of fifty years ago have been re­
deemed. If the untiring struggle with 
Nature and adverse circumstances has 
had its occasional reverses and failures, 
it may be claimed that on the whole the 
campaign lias l>een crowned with a long 
series of notable victories. Mistakes have 
been made -and misadventures have oc­
curred;' scarcity and pestilence are some­
times beyond tinman- control ; beneficent 
progress. -NevOr. perhaps, ht thé history 
of mankind—never certainly in the liis 
tory of Asia—have so many millions of 
human Is-ings lived in such well-ordered 
peace, security, and relative prosperity. 
The fact is worth emphasising in days 
when sedulous attempts are made to per­
suade the inhabitants of India that they 
are the victims of mis.government. In 
truth the complaints uttered ~so loud Ic­
are a testimony to the character of our 
rule. So completely established is the 
system of civil liberty, tolerance, and 
equal justice that grievances too trivial 
to lie noticed in former periods became 
the subjects of angry agitation. The 
fiercer abuses of the pre-Britisli regime 
—the bloodshed, the insecurity of life 
ar.d property, the oppression of the weak 
by the strong—have passed out of men's 
memory. Our most vehement assailants 
are those who owe their privileges and 
their opportunities to our own protection 
and encouragement—the representatives 
cf these peaceable and unwarlike races 
whom the strong arm of British law has 
released from subjection and servility. 
Our administration is r.ot perfect, judged 
by the ideal wo have ourse1 ves implant­
ed by precept and example ; blit it is be­
yond all comparison better than any that 
India has known under ths best ar.d 
wisest of her former rulers.

That there is room for improvemer.*- 
the proclamation acknowledges. In s 
significant passage it indicates the :e 
forms which -will be attempted in the 
immediate future. The proclamation of 
1858 declared that no disqualification 
should attach to any race or creed in the 
Peninsula ; and that ,<o far as possible 
all subjects cf the Crown should Ire ad­
mitted 'to offices in our service the 
duties of which they may be qualified oy 
education .ability ,and integrity duly -o 
discharge. The promise has been ful­
filled, in so far at least that it can In­
stated that no man lias ever been molest 
ed by reason of his religious worship, 
and no legal distinction has been drawn 
between creeds and causes. It is urged 
that in the spirit the proniise has not 
been observed, since the natives of India 
are still a subject people, and still je 
barred from an adequate share in the 
control of their political affairs. If 
there is any ground for this contention 

j it is -to he steadily, removed. Every year

about $5,000. He nad giyen Gregory 
five per cent commission. He paid it 
in money, not cheques. He paid die 
commission to get the business.

James- Gillespie had supplied mo­
tors, machinery, etc., to the depart­
ment to the value of $5,000. He guv - 
no commission. Gregory loaned him 
money and witness paid him five per 
cent. It was Gregory who suggested 
the loan.

Mr. Mailloux, accountant, said that 
when Gregory was suspended the de­
partment owed him over $5,000. He 
was supposed to have enough money- 
on hand to meet expenses. If not he 
should write for more. Accounts 
were delayed when the proper officer 
to sign them was absent, otherwise 
they were forwarded immediately.

The sitting of the court at Quebec 
was then adjourned for the present 
to meet at St. John, N. B. Judge 
Cassels would like to finish thé inves­
tigation by Christmas.

WOMAN TOOK HUGE PLUNGES.

Mrs. Katherine Churchman Deals in 
$8,600,000 Worth of Stocks—Loses 
$30,000.

New Y'ork, Nov. 16—The story of 
how a society woman of Philadelphia 
speculated to the extent of $8,000,000 
in twenty months was told in the 
New- York Supreme’ court Saturday. 
The net result Oil her dealings, said 
-to have been made on “tips” from one 
of the leading financiers of America, is 
a debt of $35,376. She is alleged to 
have won heavily in the bull market 
of 1906, but her gains and much o\ 
-her fortune went away in the “silent- 
panic” oi the spring of 1907.

The woman is Katherine M. Church­
man, wife of William B. Churchman, 
a clcse personal friend of J. P. Mor­
gan. Mrs. Churchman is defendant in 
a suit brought by Edward Harding.

..en i- lor the brokerage ' firm of 
Mills Brothers & Co-., .which failed 
in August of last year. Harding’s 
council argues before Justice McCaul 
on a motion for the appointment o,‘ a 
referee to hear testimony.

Mrs. Churchman, through her law­
yer, has fought the suit bitterly. She 
took it once to the appellate division 
on the ground that there was no cause 
for action. Though she denies many 
of the allegations in the complaint 
and insists tlje Ixokerage firm bought 
and sold the stock without specific 
directions from ln-r, the complaint 
and analysis of her account with the 
firm alleges that tile was imbued with 
the fever op speculation and was on 
the road to win hundreds of thousands 
of dollars when the market suddenly 
took a downward saving. Then the 
greater part of her dealings, it is said,. 
was on margins.

The purchases in one day for her 
account on several occasions totaled 
between $400,000 and $500,000, while 
$100,000 purchases were, it is alleged, 
frequent-

Her sales on profits also amounted 
to hundreds of thousands of dollars.

“BETTER FIFTY YEARS OF EUROPE
THAN A CYCLEJOF CATHAY* a larger share in the highest work of ad

-------------------- -—---- -------------------------.'ministration is conferred upon educated
The proclamation cf the King-Emperor, ' native gentlemen, so .that now they are 

says the London Standard, was read • n be found even on the Council of the 
durbar at Jodhpur yesterday amid all « Secretary of State for India, in the capi-

■ tal of the Empire itself. But even more

Their Resignation Demanded.
Winnipeg, Nov. 15.—As an after­

math of the recent Canadian Pacific 
Mechanics’ strike, the union has de­
manded the resignation .of Bell Hardy 
and J. H. McVety, the two men who 
arranged the settlement here by which 
the men returned to work. Much dis­
satisfaction existed at the time and 
since, the men claiming that it was a 
practical surrender, and some of 
them accusing their leaders of hav­
ing betrayed their interests.

suitable circumstances of splendid and 
impressive ceremonial. Long be foré this 
the words which the Kalsàr-i-Hind has 
addressed to the three hundred millions 
'of his Eastern subjects will have been 
read far beyond the boundaries of the 
Rajput capital in which they were pro­
mulgated. From the warrior clans of the 
Rahtor territory to the fisher-folk of the 
Malabar coast, frdm the bare brown bills 
of the Khyber to the palm-shaded la­
goons of the far South, from' Nipal to the 
Ceylon Strait ,all India has heard or will 
speedily hear the stately sentences in 
which the Imperial Ruler sums up the 
greatest administrative achievement that 
the modern world lias known. The lan­
guage and the tone of the message are 
worthy ox the occasion ; we may deem t 
fortunate that the destinies of India are 
confided at the present moment to a 
statesman who is also a great political 
historian and a master of English style. 
Whether Lord Morley or any other is to

all-important question is at what time «'-edited with the draft of this mam- 1 . festo it is assuredly couched in terms
he can be sure of finding a car and conceived in a spirit which bear fa-

important concessions are to be made. 
The proclamation recognizes that the de­
mand for representative institutions is 
one which deserves legitimate considera­
tion. From the first, indeed; cautious en­
deavors were made to introduce the 
prmdiple ,so far as- this could be done 
without violating all the traditions and 
habits of an Oriental people. The time, 
we are now -told, lias come when this 
principle may be further extended. Im­
portant classes have been sufficiently in­
doctrinated with British ideas to claim a 
greater share in legislation and govern­
ment. The politic satisfaction of such a 
claim, H is said, will only strengthen ex­
isting authority and power. Administra­
tion will be rendered the more efficient

Sporting Editors Go to Law.
Hamilton, Nov. 16.—Melville Rob­

inson. sporting editor of the Spool i- 
tor, pleaded not guilty this morn ng 
on a charge of ciiminivly libelling 
Fred Mills, spoiling é(tj.|or of .‘hr 
Times. The arilde,rphjepted to stat­
ed that Mills refereed -a .boxing bout 
at Brantford and that the fight was 
cooked up. Mills was not in Br vit- 
ford at the time. Robinson was com­
mitted for. trial;-' ''' 1,1 ’

Drunken Brawl Ends Fatally.
Cannon Falls, Minn.. Nov. 15. In 

a drunken brawl here Saturday. Da­
vid Rogers, employed by the Security 
Bridge Company, Minneapolis, was 
beaten to death by a gang of fellow 
workmen. A member of the gang is

----  ---- ---- ----------- ----------------------- , now under arrest. Ho refuses to give
if its officers have wider opportunities of ! his name and the village marshall 
contact with those affected by it, anal has been unable to learn it from, the 
with these who guide and reflect public rest of the crew.
opinion. Measures are being framed foi l----------------------------------
that object, and their teneur will be Ingersoll Man Suicides,
made public at an early date. In Great Ingersoll, Nov. 14.—John Noe eom- 
Britain, as. well as in India, the pro- milled suicide tonight by taking car- 
posals will be awaited with the keenest bolic acid.

I

LORD MILNER’S 
ON CANADIAN

Says Tha$ He Saw No Prej| 
English Emigrant. 
Trade Popular—Stron|
Evident in Favor of Pr 
Imperial Defence Thougj 
Heavy Expenditures in

Canadian Associated Press,!
London , New 14—Lord 

interviewed 'tin his return I 
today, stated lie had not d| 
prejuclice ' against t he Engl 
in Canada, [f it did exist I 
tion must be that certain >■ 
grants make thenf.seIves unpl 
is not hi tig like a general f<T 
like on the part of ('anadiuJ 
g rati bn from-the Mother Cl

Respecting preferential til 
a universal feeling in Camid| 
it and this is not due s< 
calculation of the particul 
which might arise = to Canj 
general sentiment in favo 
Britain rather than with 
tries, especially other EurJ 
tries. Lie thought, however,N 
ference movement in Canadal 
slightly since the present \ 
took office. Canadians \voul| 
1r> a duty on their imports 
rate than the corresponding 
ports,

He observed a strong feel ill 
adit should do more rcgardil 
defence but it ha^s not yet Jx 
as a practical question. Can 
heavy expenditure in fjont of] 
own development. If Engl: 
danger there would be air irr 
pulse to come, to her assista 
assistance might not be ' 
ought to be or as-Canadians= i 
to give it.

IS A SANDWICH A

Question Which Has Becon 
British Politics. |

London. Nov. 15. —Tho 
sandwich ‘has become an is 
tish politics. in the dub 
excise bill, which has-been | 
in the House of Commons 
past week and which will ll 
tomorrow, it has been loun| 
British legislators, like tho 
York, seem unable to drier 
nitely* just what const it utej 
An amendment to the 
which now interests Kngld 
than the question of the stJ 
employed, empowers, restai]
\supplv intoxieating hoverag 
days to anybody taking 
a room set apart for that pJ

Noxv the Commoifs and t| 
of England - want to know 
legally, is a “meal.” Mel 
the House of Commons fail 
what New York courts lil 
strued to constitute a lnel 
solicitor-general, who is wall 
debate in the Commons on " 
the cabinet, luôtests agair 
introducing the Railie’s l&I 
wici)es and calling them m|

The public did not take 
terest in the detail of the n|

. bill untd the government 
to an amendment reducing 
her of hours during which sa| 
restaurants may be kept- 
Sundays. At present, salol 
restaurants in London open [ 
days from 1 to 3 p.m. and 
until 11 p.m. - Under the I 
ment, all saloons and restaur! 
be kept open in London oi| 
hours on Suifdays instead 
as before. The probable hoi 
adopted- will be from 1 untjj 
and from 7 to 9 p.m.

LONE BANDIT HOLD-1

At Bath, South Dakota, G| 
With a Gun Held Up F|

Aberdeen, S. D., Nov. lo­
ot Bath, a few miles east of 
the scene on Saturday night 
attempt at hold-up by one 
which one man was shot, 
before ten o’clock a man enl 
Bath station, and flourishii! 
voiver, compelled four men! 
up their hands. The four nj 
Win. Reynolds and Jno. 
agents of the Milwaukee 
Jack Hibert and Andrew Bd 
employees of the road. - 1

The bandit told the quai 
walk into the operator’s roonl 
four obeyed, but Parsons al 
dicson turned on the bandit 
fight followed. The bandit 1 
Bendiscon at close range and! 
lv escaped, death., One bullel 
his neck and one entered 11 
side' of his neck and passed] 
at a point above the right a 
In the excitement the bandit I 
The wounded man was broj 
this citv. It is believed he I 
cover. The shooting -msqdl 
excitement at Bath. A po&sti 
searching Ihe surrounding co j 
the bandit.
SOCIETY IS ROUSED TO ITS

Women of London Society wj 
Help to Unemployed.

London, Nov. 15.-While Londl 
papers arc filled with discnptimt 
riot of wraith displayed at 
Horse Show which the Daily 
ci I bos as an orgy of snobbishml 
has been space left for contractinj 

to London society to assist M 
starving unemployed. Mrs. Aaqul 

* of the premier, with the DuchèssF 
folk, Mrs. Humphrey Ward, ail 
famous English wonten. have pu hi 
an peal to" the comfortable classed 
(..bute their personal service i|

• of the poor. Thcÿ ask for volu! 
visit the starving unemployed I
own homns and offer their soil 
friends and helpers. I

This is the first manifestation of| 
that society is heginnimr to give 
the clamor of the foodless army 
ployed for help. The appeal is 
widespread attention and an arnij 

" nil tears will soon lv- enrolled mJ 
tanner of the. famous women «,

. 1aten the initiative in determining
kv the poor, no matter whether the

oient does so pr not. It is estima 
there are'nearly a million heads 
iiies not employed in London ale

Returning Officer Sent Up foi
■ Brandon, Nov. 16—In dll' 

against Returning Officer Ing 
the police court this morning.

' was committed for "trial by 
Magistrate James, 1 he eve ! 
tail- me witness was heard.

r
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