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FREIGHT RATES ANCIENT AND
MODERN.

The feared appears to have happen-
ed in the case oi the new C.P.R. sche-
dule of western freight rates. Osten-
sibly the schedule was revised to abol-
ish certain discriminatory rates in
force at various points. There were
doubtful prophets, however, who ven-
tured the surmise that the charges
would be made uniform not by redue-
ing the high rates, but by elevating
the lower., These fears appear to have
been substantially justified by the
newly published schedule, and how-
ever anxious western business inter-
estz were to have the old rates made
uniform, they are likely to become
still more anxious to have the new
ones made less stringent.

Reviewing the situation, the Mani-
toba Free Press publishes statistical
tables to prove that the rates charged

schedule are actually higher than
those charged twenty-five years ago.
For example, the rates from Brandon
to various points, compared to those
charged a quarter of a century ago,
are as follows, the figures denoting
the charges per hundred pounds for
freight of different classes. From
Brandon

To Macgregor
Advances

To Portage la
Prairie

produce “dividends. It is a declara,
tion that the more business the coun-
, try contributes to tre C.P.R. the hea-
.vier the burden the C.P.R. will place
upon it. It is the most signal illus-
tration yet provided of the blind greed
with which that Company has block-
aded Western develupment,

The question is opportune whether
this Company cannot be compelled to
do what it has reiused to do either in
consideration of the country’s welfare
or in fulfilment of its own promises.
Last 'seseion the member for' Strath-
cona performed a signal service to
the West by bringing down tue pas-
senger rates charged on Western rail-
ways. It is well worth considering
whether a similar course would not
afiect, the still greater service of com-
peiling a reduction of the charges on
frcight traffie,

11 this cannct be done there remains
only the course of pushing on the po-
licy of railway construction until the
entire West is freed from the exac-
ticns of the monopoly.

CURRENT COMMENT,

The Winmipeg Telegram opines that
Hen. Bob Rogers never “posed as a
“proiessor of political economy.” No,
nor practised it either in a doubtful
constituency.

Ontario’s fruit exhibit for the Royal
Agricultural Exhibition reached Lon-
dcn in such bad comdition that' it
wrs-not shown, There has been an
aw{ul mistake in the shipping depart-
ment. London apparently got some
of the trash intended for the West.
Bt whe got the London exhibit?

Mr, Geo. F. Root was selected Con-
se;vative candidate for the Red Deer
Federal constituency. He &hould
make an interesting campaign—ior his
frionds, When Mr. Borden visited
Rcd Deer, Mr, Root announced that
he was a Conservative because he
wanted low tariff and was opposed to
the IC.P.R. policy. At the party con-

Advances

Advances
To Winnipeg

Advances
Again the comparative
Portage la Prairie are:
1
Point 1967 17
1882 '13

Poplar

Advances
Winnipeg

Advances .. .. ..
Douglas .. .. 1807
1882

Advances .. .. ..
Brandon .. .. 1907

1882

Advances .. .. .. 4 2

These are decla todpe not isolated
instances of unusual in ses due 19
local causes, but to be examples illus-
trating fairly the general upward ten-
dency of freight rates even frcm ship-
ping centres of Eastern Canada to
peints on the C.P.R. as far west as
Calgary, a process of elevation which
has been under way for something
over twenty years.

To most Western people even it will
come as a surprise to know that not
only has the Company been maintain-
ing the rates of pioneer days, but in-
¢teasing them; and that while the ad-
vent of a new road has forced a re-
duction in rates between competitive
points generally, the cost of shipping
goods to or from territory controlled
by the C.P.R. is actually greater than
it was twenty years agv.

Theie hal been a general supposi-
tion; vague perhaps and not clearly
founded on exact iniormation, that
the growth of settlement and the in-
crease of traffic has resulted in at
least some small modification of
freight charges generally over that sys-
tem. Such certainly was the promise
and prophecy of 8ir William Van
Horne when the sparsely settled coun-
try was groaning under the exorbitant
taxes levied om #s seanty trade.. Ap-
parently 8ir William is a poor. pro-
phet, and the people who relied od
hig promises have been badly deceiv-
ed. Not only has the traffic grown,
but the tax-rate levied ,on it by the
monopoly has been raised.

For this there can be no excuse out-
gide the greed of the corporation, To-
day therc are fen freight trains roll-
ing along its lines for every one that
traversed them twenty years ago. On
every - additional train the company
collects - a profit, and a larger profit
than it collected from the single train

back in the eighties, This is an en-
tire reversal of the natural law of

veatien he announced that he endors-
ed Mr. Borden’s policy without reser-

{ vation, high tariff and all. Mr. Root

bas got the wires tangled in a man-
ner peculiarly his own. Both he and
hi; friends should find wholesome
mental exercise in elucidating the po-
licles and principles of a low-tariff
high-protectionist and an anti-mono-
poly monopolist,

\ contemporary considers it ‘“small
“bore and foundationless criticism ”’
for the Bulletin to direct attention to
the remarkable difference in the cost
of boulevarding streets in the city.
The ‘Bulletin was not aware that it
had offered any particular crificiam of
the matier as yet “small bore” or
otherwise. Tt did call attention to the
quegtion, and suggest that an explana-
tion was in onder. It does not mind
adding that unless gsome explanation
is iortheoming decidedly more con-
vineing than the Journal has been
moved to offer, there is likely to be
“eriticism’’ offered which it will be
troublesome to
less.”

prove ‘“‘foundation-

MORE POLL! NGVPLACES NEEDED.

Two polling booths proved altogeth-
er. irsufficient to properly accommo-
date the electors of the city yesterday.
Hundreds were forced to wait irom
one quarter to three quarters of an
hour before being able to véte, and
same cases were reported of citizens
abandoning hope and going back ' to
work without having recorded their
votes, Three booths would have ma-
terially relieved matters, but four
would about hrave enabled the election
to be carried through withodt delay.
This is the ideal that should be kept
It is not enough that the
booths are sufficient to handle the
voters if these present themselves with
uniform rapidity throughout the day.
Allowance must be made for the fact
that the votes do not come in with
uniform rapidity during the whole
day. Large numbers of mratepayers
tind it more convenient to vote at cer-
tain hours than at others.
sult there is invariably a rush at cer-
tain times of the day. Merchants and
professional men do their voting
usually early in the day when coming
down to the store and - the office.
Working men, on thée other hand, find
it more convenient 1o visit the booths
at the noon hour. The booth accom-
modation should be calculated to han-
dle the vofing likely .to occur during
these “‘rush” hours without unneces-
sary delay, for i takes an ‘altogether
unusual amount of concern for the
public welfare to keep a ratepayer
shivering for a half hour about the en-
trance of a polling booth. He is much
more likely under ordinary ecircum-
sbances to go back to work and leave
the iasue to those who have been able
to call at less strenuous times. A
lack of accommodation places a han-
dicap on sthe man whose time is valu-
able, Yet the man whose time is va-

in mind.

As a re.

rdilways that the larger the traffic

i luable and who places a proper value

a ballot in the best interests of the
city,

|
i
|
'

The geography of the city is an ar-

gument for more polling places. Ed-
monton is by no means a compact
city, It extends for a distance of
more than two miles along the river
front, with a populous and rapidly
growing district, extending north
across Rat Creek. Without a street
car syttem, the voter must find his
way to the polling place on foot, save
for the vehicles thoughtiully provided
for his accommodation by the candi-
dates. Voting at a central booth ne-
cessarily means a considerable disac-
commodation for a very large propor-
tion of the ratepayers. Heretofore the
inconvenience has been lessened by
the fact that wherever the ratepayers
lived the majority of them were em-
ployed in the central part of the eity.
This is ceasing to be the case, and
with the advent of the G.T.P. and the
C.P.R. new industrial areas must be
established where large numbers of
voters will find employment. To ac-
commodate them provision should be
made in ample time for creating new
subdivisions and opening hooths locat-
ed nearer their places of residence or
occupation, = The citizens of Norwood
should not again be compelled to
travel upwards oi two miles to register
their votes at the city hall, That dis-
trict dis now sufficiently populous
to constitute a separate polling sub-
division.
It is understood that the number of
poling sub-divisiong in the city is fix-
ed by the city charter. Tf so, an
amendment should be sought to this
clause at the coming session of the
legislature. The amendment migh!
well take the form of turning the mat-
ter -over to the discretion of the city
council. To merely secure permission
to increase the number of divisions
would mean that we must go again for
similar amendments #t about every
other session. It is a difficult matter
in a growing city to forecast many
months ahead the number of booths
which will be necessary to accommeo-
date the voters.. The legislature might
well be asked to authorize a standard,
either of population or territorial area,
or both, by which the council may
block out new subdivisiong and pro-
vide new polling booths.

AN EXPLANATION OFFERED.

In a etdlement issued by the ity
commissioners it is explained that the
difference in the coets of boulevarding
last year was due to physical charac-
teristics which increased the amount
of work necessary on certain- streets
and henece' the expense. It is also
explained the% owing to a dispute over
the price, the cost of trees, tie-posts,
etc., was not included in the amounts
charged against the work last year
and a revised table is included show-
ing the total cost of each section, in-
cluding these items. Tt is - further
pointed out that the work done was
not_in @il cases identical, street gra-
velling having been incluaed on cer-
tain shreets.

The figures for the different streets
are thus altered as follows, - Third
street from Jasper to the hill cost not
$4,268.42 but $4,646.27. Fifth street,
Victoria avenue to %he hill is increas-
ed from $299.50 to $689.43.  Sixth
street from Jasper to Saskatchewan
avenues cost not $4,486.70 but $5,070
92. Seventh street from Jasper ave-
nue to the hill cost $6,150.39, instead
of $5,510.33. Twelith shreet from Vic-
toria to Hardisty cost $1,337.08, in-
stead of $1,021.60. Hardisty avenue,
Sixth to Eighth, becomes $1,461.64
instead of $1,273.81,

According to the new statistics the
cost per foot on the different streets
figures out thus:

Third street

Fifth street

Sixth street

Seventh street

Twelfth #treet

Hardisty $1.22

The new items being added to each
amount, do not of course materially
affect the comparative costs oi the dif-
ferent stretches of work. They mere-
ly increase the costs of all, without
abolishing - the difference between the
amount assessed against the residents

Thiat essential and very striking dif-
ference remains and is explained by
the commigsioners as due to the dif-
ference in the physical charactenisties
of the streets. It is a fair subject for
public  consideration whether with
good business management those char-
acteristics would have produced such
wide difference in the ccdt of the bou-
levards,

CURRENT CUMMENT.

The ratepayers made a good selec-
tion from among the candidates offer-
ing for election yesterday., Without
exception the new members of the
council are men of proven business
ability. Their choice testifies that the
public mind was focussed on the cru-

the smaller the charges necessary to|upon it, is the man most likely {0 cast |cial issue of municipal affairs, and

Tthe contest decided on this point, The
determining factor in the eleetion was If he asks the name of the g(*mlemnnl coming to Edmonton next spring to

the demand for business-like manage-
ment of civic business.

Public attention is drawn chiefly to
the resuit of the mayoralty contest.
In that result the Bulletin believes the
citizens” will find no cause for regret,
and that Mr. McDougall will amply
justify the confidence reposed in his
business ability and public spirit, . A
goocd mayor, however, might easily be
thwarted by the incapacity-of a poor
council. Fortunately there is no
reason to fear this for the next year.
The newly chosen aldermen are men
of tried and trained business capacity
and three of them with municipal ex-
peérience behind ' them. Edmonton’s
affairs for 1908 will be in the hands
of business men.

When Ald. Picard was announced a
candidate for the mayoralty, the Bul-
letin expressed regret that the contest
would deny the city the services either
of ‘himself or of Mr. Dougall for the
coming year, and voiced the feeling
that both could do good work at the
council board. Subsequent events ap-
pear to have opened a way whereby
this may be avoided, and to offer an
opportunity to both gentlemen to con-
tribute to the welfare of the city in
whose progress they are mutually con-
cerned. A sixth vacancy has occurred
among the aldermen, and must be fill-
ed when the necessary time has elaps-
ed for declaring the seat legally va-
cant. If Ald. Picard could be prevail-
ed upon to accept nomination for this
seat, the Bulletin believes he would be
heartily endorsed by the ratepayers
and that he would find ample oppor-
tunity for service alike bemneficial to
the ecity \and gratifying to himself.
Believing =0, the Bulletin would be
prepared to support his candidature
for the vacancy on the ground of his
long experience in civic life.

MR. BORDEN’S SILENCE.

The Minister of Public Works has
repeated his challenge to Mr. Borden.
At a nomination meeting in Ottawa
Mr. Pugsley declared that a half mil-
lion dollars were shovelled into New
3runswick in an attempt to buy a
majority for the Opposition. He sub-
stantiated the story of the Blair plot
and the La Presse deal, and said he
was invited to join the Blair cabal
but declined. He again .invited Mr.
Borden to 'enter -action against him
for libel, and thus ‘open the way to
air matters in the courts, Inciden-
tally he knocked ‘t(he props from un-
der Mr. Borden’s fny'opnsal for a Royal
Commiission of- investigation. This
could only be appointed on popular
petition, and within sixty ‘days from
the return of the writ. This time has
long since elapsed, but the courts are
still open.

Mr. Pugsley referred at considerable
length. to the charges he had made re-
garding the corrupt use of Conserva-
tive campdign funds in the election
of 1904, and to Mr. Borden’s inconclu-
sive reply thereto by asking for a gen-
eral investigation of the election ex-
penditures by a Royal Commission,
which he knew could not be legally
appointed. When Mr. Borden started
on his tour he declared in a pitiful
manner that his party’s losses in Nova
Scotia were due to the lavish expendi-
ture of Liberal money, to “wholesale
and retail election thieving,” as Mr,
Foster put it. Knowing, as he did,
the real facts of the case, Mr. Pugs-
ley had felt it his duty to expose the
deliberate hypocrisy oi these gentle-
men,

While in Woodstock, N.B., duing
the campaign of 1904 a leading Con-
servative had stated that Mr. Blair
was going to resign and stump the
country for the Conservatives. This
was before the public had any inkling
of what afterwards happened. Later
Dr. Pugsley had received a telegram
from a prominent Conservative, stat-
ing that Mr. Blair had resigned, that
La Presse had been bought, and ask-
ing him to joinl forces with Mr, Blair,
“I naturally declined,” he said.

This was followed by the Conserva-
tives pouring into New Brunswick a

| vaster sum of money than had ever

f b o . 0, o 7e | s .
of one street as compared to .that lev { before been seen in any campaign.

ied on the residents of another street.!

Bt. John alone got from thirty-five to
forty thousand dollars. Similar large
amounts went to the Conservative or-
ganization of Westmoreland to defeat
Hon. Mr. Emmerson, to Carleton, and
to other constituencies all over * the
province, It was an unprecedented
attempt. to corrupt New Brunswick.
He had made the statement that there
was no shadow of doubt that these
funds were being handled by a small
Conservative coterie in charge of the
campaign, with Mr. Borden’s knowl-
edge, and that of a total fund of hali
a million dollars 8t, John got $25,000.
The Conservative party was not the
party of purity it was pretended to
be. If Mr. Borden desired to bring
an action for libel he would prove his
statements,

“If Mr, Borden,” he said, “desires
that I should be more explicit, I am

‘perfectly willing to be more explicit.

who got the twenty-five thousand dol-
lars, T shall be perfectly happy to give
him the name and the name of the
bank and the day on which it was re-
ceived. On the twenty-fourth of Octo-
ber five thousand dollars was receiv-
ed, and on the twenty-seventh of Octo-
ber, a week before the elections,
twenty-seven thousand dollars was re-
ceived, the whole going into one con-
stituency. In the bye-electicn in Shel-
burne, N.8., which was conducted as
a purity campaign by Dr. Weldon, a
New Brunswick Conservative candi-
date among the speakers said that the
only money spent in his campaign had
been’ his own. That man’s partner
had been the very one who got the
twenty-five thousand dollars.”

Mr. Borden eould easily find out if
these statements werc true, but in-
stead of calling for an investigation of
these definite charges he was evading
the issue by calling for a Royal Com-
mission to go on a general fishing ex-
pedition., He knew that under the
law the only oceasion on which a Roy-
al Commission could be granted was
on the presentation of a petition to
Parliament within sixty days after the
return of the writ. “Let him bring
an action for libel,” said Mr. Pugsley,
“and if these statements are untrue
I will bear the cost of the investiga-
tion, and not the country. If I have
made reckless charges; which cannot
be ,substantiated, I shall have to re-
sign irom Parliament and go back into
private life.”

In conclusion Mr. Pugsley handed
Mr. Foster one for luck. Mr. Foster
had said that in 1896 Mr. Pugsley was
““on the fence.” Dr, Pugsley said that
in 1896, like hundreds of other Cen-
servatives in New Brunswick he had
left the party because he could no
longer follow the leadership of Mr.
Foster. He continued: “I left before
“the general elections, and I left
“never to return.”

The gilence of Mr. Borden in face of
these repeated challenges is suggestive
and its suggestiveness points to the
weakness of Mr. Borden’s case, If the
Opposition leader tnought that case
offered him any chance of driving an
energetic and capable opponent from
office and from public life, he would
have entered action long ago. That
he has not done so can only mean that
he dare not do so. And that he dare
not do so can only mn.<an that he can-
not deny the truth of Mr. Pugsley’s
charges. His silence is an admission
that while Mr. Borden has been par-
ading the country as the apostle of
electoral purity, it was within This
Lnowledge, if not with his consént
ond at his suggestion, that the Blair-
La Presse plot was hatched and that
a half million dollars were shipped into
New Brunswick and devoted to the
corruption of the electorate.

A TRUE TORY POLICY.

The statement of Mr. Mullins at the
Conservative convention at Red Deer
as reported in the Conservative press
would seem to indicate the lines along
which that party intend fo canvass
in that constituency. Mr. Mullins said
that it had been charged against Mr.
Root that he was not a Canadian, etc.
We doubt if thhy charge was ever ut-
tered until that day, and we are quite
sure it never was made by any news-
paper of either party. This looks
simply like a cheap effort upon the
part of Mr. Mullins to make an issuc
of the former nationality of a candi-
date by promulgating an imaginary
attack and making a flamboyant reply
to it.

There has scarcely ever been an
election in which the (‘unson'ad\'e
party was content to rest their case
upon the merits of their party plat-
form, and no excuse is too small to
cause them to raise an issue of creed
or nationality. Their political busi-
ness seems to be to make trouble and
to preach discord, they ‘have never
been able to rise above the temptation
to raise small feuds for party gain,

We are very much mistaken if the
effort in Red Deer will have any ef-
iect. The Liberal party recognizes ¢li
clectors ag Canadians. It is the pride
of the present Liberal administration
that it has induced thousands of good
Americans to come across the line to
make their homes in Canada, which is
more than the Conservative govern-
ment was able to do. No people make
better settlers than these men, and no
citizens are more loyal to Canadian
institutions than they; and the class
of people who have. come from the
United States are far too independent
and fair-minded to ever be influenced
by such cheap claptrap as was uttered
by Mr, Mullins at Red Deer. This
country is too big for petty appeals of
this kind, but When a party has no
political grounds upon which to ap-
peal for support it is certain to fail
back upon just such an unmanly ap
peal as this.

CURRENT COMMENT,

Mr, Balfour, for whom an agent was
 recently endeavoring to purchase the

Edmontont street railway system, is

talk matters over himself. The pres-
ent is an excellent time for the new
council to make up their minds that
the franchise is too valuable to sell,
especially at a time when the prices
of such investments are away below
normal.

Mr. H. S. Clements of West Kent
filled several pages oi Hansard a few
days ago with objections tc the inspec-
tion “of packing plants. This is about
the best reason on the list for \l:u\'in_r:
the plants inspected. If their propri-
etors had no objections why should a
member of Parliament have objec-
tions? And if the proprieters have
objections, what further proof is neces-
sary that inspection means a change
either in the character of the products
or the methods of handling them? If
the products and processes were what
they ought to be, inspection would
have no terrors for the packers, And
if inspection had no terrors for the

packers it is difficult to see why thei;
Parliamentary representatives should
cbhject to it.

CONFERENCE WITH INSPSCTOR.

The city commissioners this fore-
noon <had a coonference with t}
warden of the Edmonton penitentiary
and the Dominion inspector of j: ni-
tentiaries, Mr. Dawson, Ottawa, with
reference to the exchange of a portisn
of the government land for the in
stallation of. sewerage and filtration
beds in the penitentiary. The pio-
posals were discussed and recommen-
dations in connection therewith will
be made to the authorities.

- —
Will Not Hear Saskatoon Dispute Now

Ottawa, D=c. 12.—The Saskatoon
Canadian Nortthern dispute will not
likely be heard by the railway com-
mission for some weeks. The com-
missioners are at present engaged in
invstigating the express companies at
Montreal, and no further sitting will
be“held in Ottawa till January. It

is most probable, however, that when
Chairman Killam' goes to Winnipeg
for the Christmas holidays- he will,
before returning east, give a hearing
to the western cases.

SNAPSHOTS AT PARLIAMENT

(Special Correspondent of the Montreal Herald.)

Ottawa, Deec. 2. — When the
Governor-General was good enough,
last Thursday, to intimate to the mem-
bers of the Senate and the House of
Commons what might properly be ex-
pected of them, the leader of the
House of Commons first offered for the
congideration of his fellow members
a bill respecting certain offices, and
then announced that on Monday the
House would take into consideration
the speech they had just heard from
the throne and an address in reply to
it.  Sir Wilirid was not showing any
wilful disrespect of vice-regal author-
ity in thus putting something else
ahead of the reply to the speech from
the throne; he was simply asserting
as the Commons always does, its hign
privilege of carrying on its own de-
libérations irrespective of wvisits or
communications from anybody, and
sovereigns or .their representatives.
Evidently, however, the relations are
not badly strained this year, for today
the House addressed itself to answer-
ing His Exczllency’s communication
in the very best spirit and the most
amicable temper—towards the Crown.
There was not quite equal amiability
shown by the members on opposite
sides of the House towards each other.
The only agreement indicated in the
course of a long day was as to the
superior excellence of the Montreal
Gazette, an excellence discovered by
Mr. Borden in the attempt of that
journal to fasten upon the government
the blame for the financial stringency,
and by 8ir Wilirid in the Gazette’s en-
deavor to .prove that government
owenrship of telephones and tele-
graphs in England is a huge and mis-
erable failure. About everything else
the- gentléemen to right and to left ot
Mr. Speaker were quite unable to
agreé, s0 it is a merey, really, that
the dreadful faect can b> concealed
from His Excellency by the simple
device of sending him only -such a
message as the majority will allow
to go to him. If he could even guess
at half the wicked things Mr. Foster
has been saying about Sir Wilfrid
Laurier, he could not very well be
expected to sleep of nights.

Mr. Hall, of Peterborough, moved,
and Mr. Lanctot, of Richelicu, second-
ed, the address. Mr. Lanctot is a new-
comer; Mr. Hall is not. Putting him
up to speak beiore he can possibly get
the hang of things is the House’s
little way of penalizing a new mem-
ber for his temerity in getting elected
to it. The peunalty has no terrors,
however, Tor Quebec members, all of
whom can speak better at the take
off than most other members can after
y2ars of experience and trial. Mr.
Lanctot is no exception to this en-
gaging role, and any stranger who
dropped in—supposing he understood
French—might well have supposed
that a member of th2 Cabinet was
making a declaration of policy. - 9

Mr. Bo~den was feeling in very good
humor with himself when it came his
turn. He gave no outward sign of
being jealous over the nosegay of
flowers that had been put on Mr. Fos-
ter’s desk, a delicate tribute to the
part bBorne by that seasoned warrior
in the victory of Colchester. Mr.
Borden seem>d to bz mainly con-
cerned with reproaching the govern-
ment for not taking to itself the blame
for the financial stringency, and for
mentioning that the said stringency
was effective in other countries be-
sides Canada. He was eager, also,
to argue that there must have been
some culpable negligence on the part
of the government, as otherwise the
Japanes: difficulty on the coast would
no: have arisen. Then he came back
to his Halifax declaration about his
somewhat familiar, and the speech
would have failed were it not for the
affectionate interest Mr. Borden show-
ed in the Liberal members who had
been passed over by Sir Wilfrid in
the recent cabinet reconstruction. an

affection and an interest that, as it

secemed, was- fully shared by the
(Conservative members, who slammed
their desks vociferously in apprecia-
tion.

desire to secure the perfect purity of
¢lections.  All * this, however, . was

That Sir Wilfrid was in fine fettle
was“d:monstrated in a very few min-
utes after he rose to reply. He had
to meet Mr. Borden’s criticisms of the
way the cabinet was made up, and
ke did it so well'that he Lkad the
Liberal members, the supposed viec-
tims of the supposed outrage, cheer-
ing and laughing when he turned
upon his critie, took up the Halifax
manifesto, exposed some of its incon-
sistencies, came out straight against
government .ownership of public
utilities and in favor of private opera-
tion checked by public cintrol, and
announced that this, with the neces-
sary additions to the Railway Com-
mission to give effect to it, is what the
government will propose in respect of
telegraphs and telcphones. There
wasn’t a great deal that was new in
what Sir Wilfrid said, but his way of
saying it held the undivided atten-
tion of both House and galleries. It
was the longest speech he had made
for a good while, and he secemed to
¢njoy showing how Mr.  Borden
wavered between a desire -to follow
Mr. Maclean and a desire to-stay be-
hind with Mr. Osler, ending in a deci-
sion to do both. Also he invited Mr.
Borden to square his professions con-
cerning electoral purity with his
offer to bribe a province—British Col-
umbia—by opening up the subsidies
question again. It was a -good
humored, fore2ful speech, but what
interested the audience muchi more
than the speech itself was the vigor
behind  it, th¥ “determimation that,
however he may feel at the end of it,
Sir Wilirid begins the session full of
the fighting spirit which on every
other occasion has led his followers
to victory.

Mr. Foster was also up to his mark,
though he, pleaded a cold. He went
for the Liberals without gloves, and
especially for Sir Wilfrid, who simply
couldn’t be as bad as Mr. Foster
painted him. If h2 is right, the
civil service must be full of thieves,
embezzlers and  other scoundrels,
which is rather rough on the civil
servie?, to say the least. He applied
his hottest caustic to the cabinet re-
construction, not so much, indeed,
to Hon. Mr. Graham, towards whomn
he displayed the interest a school
teacher takes in a promising pupil,
but what he withheld from Mr. Gra-
ham he gave Mr. Pugsley by way of
good measure. Why? Because, as
he said, Mr. Pugsley was an item of
the flotsam and jetsum of the Con-
servative party, having once been for
a t{ime a Conservative candidate,
found guilty, in advance of the trial,
of inability to carry the county, and
so discarded (“you have had some re-
verses in New Brunswick polities
yvourself,” here interposed Mr. Pugs-
ley). Mr. Foster also hinted very
broadly that no offznce “~would be
taken if Sir Wilfrid would take Mr.
W. F. Maclean. off the hands of the
Opposition; it fact it loeked at one
time as if Mr. Maclean might be
thrown to the wolves even without
that provision for his- future welfare.
Whereat Mr. Maclean modestly
buried his head. in the upper angle of
his waistcoat and chuckled gleefully.
The last part of Mr. Foster’s effort
was devoted to demonstrating that
when Sir Wilirid ventured to discuss
what happened at the Imperial Con-
ference he didn’t know what he was
talking about, and that, of course,
was merely gymnastics.

Hon. A. B. Aylesworth has written
to friends in Ottawa that he expects
to be in the Capital next week and
ready for work again. His health is
good and he  has experienced an
encouraging improvement in his hear-
ing.
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