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DOCTRINE OF THE RE's.uanEtmov.c_j

A Great Many Mysteries Surround This
Doctrine Which None Can Answer—
Three or Four Things About the Re-

surrected Body Which Are Beyond
Mistake.

Washington, April 7. — The great
Christian festival celebrated in all
the churches is the theme of Dr.
Talmage’'s discourse; 1 Corinthians
xv, 20, “Now is Christ risen from
the dead and become the first fruits
of them that slept.”

On this glorious FEaster morning,
amid the music and the flowers, I
give you Christian salutation. This
morning Russian meeting Russian on
the streets of St. Petersburg hails
him with the salutation, ‘Corist is
risen!” and is answered by his
friend_in salutation, “He 'is risen
indeed!”’ In some parts of England
and Ireland to this very day . there
is the superstition that on Easter
morning the sun dances in the heav-
ens. And well may wé forgive such
a superstition, which illustrates the
fact that the natural seems to
sympathtize with the spiritual.

Hail, Easter morning! ~Flowers!
Flowers! All of them a-voice, all of
them a-tongue, all of them full of
speech to-day. I“bend over one of
the lilies, and I hear it say, “Con-
sider the lilies of the field, how
they grow; they toil not, neither do
they spin, yet Solomon in all his
glory was pot arrayed like -one of
these.”” I bend over a rose, and it
seems to whisper, «f am the rose of
Sharon.”’ And then 1 stand and
listen. From all sides there comes
the chorus of flowers, saying, It
God so clothed the grass of the
field which to-day is and to-morrow
js cast.into the oven, shall he not
much more clothe you, O ye of little
faith?"’

Flowers!
fnto the bride’s
Flowers! Strew
graves of the dead, sweet prophecy
of the resurrection. Flowers! Flow-
ers! Twist them into a garland for
my Lord Jesus on Easter morning,
and “‘Glory be to the Father, and to
the Son, and ta the Holy Ghost; as
jt was in the beginning, is now and
ever shall be.”” The women came to
the Saviour’s tomb, and they drop-
ped spices all around the tomb, and
those spices were the seed that be-
gan to grow, and from them came
¢1l the flowers of this Easter morn.
"'he two angels robed in white took
hold of the stone at the Saviour's
tomb, and they hurled it with such
force down the hill that it crushed
in the door of the world’s sepulcher
and the stark and the dead must
come forth.

I care not how Jabyrinthine the
mausoleum or how costly the sarco-
phagus or however beautifully par-
terred the family grounds, we want
them all broken up by the Lord of
the resurrection They must come
out,  Father and mother—they must
come out Prother and sister—they
must come out. Our darling child
ren—they must come out. The eyes
that we closed with such trembling
fingers must open again in the radi-
ance of that -morn The arms we
folded ih dust must join ours in an
embrace of reunion, The voice that
was hushed in our dwelling must be
returned, Oh, how long some of
you seem 10 be waiting for the re-
surrection! And for these broken
hearts to-day 1 make a soft, cool
bandage out of Easter flowers.

This morning I find in the risen
Christ a prophecy of our own resur-
my text setting forth the
jdea that as- Christ has risen 8o his
people will rise, He, the first sheat
of the resurrection harvest, He,
sthe first fruits of then that slept.”’
morning
all the ceme-

PBraijd - them
hair. ¥lowers!
them over the

Flowers!

1 will walk through
teries of the dead, through -all the
country graveyards, where your
loved ones are buried, and I will
pluck off these flgwers, and I will
drop a sweet promiise of the gospel—
a rose of hope, a lily of joy—on
every tomb—the child’s tomb, the
husband’'s tomb, the wife’'s tomb,
the father's grave, the mother’s
grave, And while we celebrate the
resurrection of Christ we will at the
same time celebrate the resurrection
of all the good, ‘‘Christ, the first
fruits of them that slept.”’

If T should come to you and ask
you for the names of the great con-
querers of the world, you would say
Alexander, Caesar, Philip, Nappleon
1. Ah, you have forgotten to men-
tion the name of a greater conqueror
than all these—a cruel, ghastly con-
queror, He rode on a black horse
across Waterloo and Chalons and
Atlanta, the bloody hoo crushing
the hearts of nationss It 4s the con-
queror Death. Jle carries & black
flag, and he takes no prisoners. He
digs a trench across the hemispheres
and fills it with the carcasses of na-
tions, Fifty times would the world
have been depopulated had not God
kept making new generations. Fifry
times would the world have been
swung. lifeless through the air—mno
man on the mountain, no man on
the sea, an abandoned ship plowing
through immensity. Again and
again has he done this work with all
generations, He is & monarch as
well as a congqueror; his palace &
sepulcher; his fountains the falling
tears of a world, Blessed be God!
In the light of this Easter morning
1 sce the prophecy that his

shall be broken, an

be demolished, The
when ell who are
shall come forth,
shall rise, Jesus,
of them that slept.”

Now, around this doctrine of
resurrection thére are a great many
mysteries. You come to me and fay,
If the bodies of the dead are to be

in their graves
Christ risen, We
first fruits
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And you ask me a thousand ques-
tions I am incompetent to answer.
But there are a great many things
you believe that you are unable to
explain. You would be a very fool-
ish man to say, *‘I won't believe
anything I can’t understand.”” Why,
putting down one kind of flower
seed, comes there up this flower of
this color? Why, putting down an-
other flower séed, comes there up a
flower of this color? One flower
white, another flower yellow, another
flower crimson. Why the difference
when ‘the seeds look to be very much
alike—are very much alike? Explamn
these things. Explain that wart on
the finger, Explain the diflérence
why thé oak leaf is different from
the leaf of the hickory. Tell me how
the- Lord Almighty can turn the
chariot of his omnipotence on &
rose leaf. You ask me questions
about the resurrection I cannot an-
swoer, I will ask you a thousand
questions about everyday life you
cannot answer, 2

I find my strength in this pussage,
«“All who are in their graves shall
come forth.” I do not pretend b
make the explanation. You go on
and say: ‘‘Suppose a returned mis-
sionary dies in this city. When he
was in China, his foot was amputat-
ed: he lived years after in England,
and there he had an arm amputated;
he is buried to-day in vonder ceme-
tery. In the resurrection will the
foot come from China, will the arm
come from England and will the « f-

rent parts of the body be re one
tructed in the resurrection? Ilow. is
that possible?”’

You say that ‘‘the human
changes every.seven years,
70 years of age & man
bodics. In the resurrection
will come up?” You say: “A man will
die and his body crumble into the
dust, and  that dust be taken up
into the life of the vegetable; an ani-
mal may eat ‘the vegetable, men eat
the sanimal. In the resurrection,
that body, distributed in so many di-
reqtions, how shall it \nﬂgulhered
up?”’ Have you any more questions
of this style to ask? Come on and
ask them. I do not pretend to an-
swer them. I fall back upon the an-
nouncement of God's word, ‘‘All who
are ‘in their graves shall come
forth.,"”

You have noticed, I suppose, in
readiig the story of the resurrection
that almost every account of the
Bible gives the idea that the charac-
teristic of that day will be a great
sound. I do not know that it will
be very loud, but I know it will be

body
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gave them to you in corruption; sur-
them now in incorruption.”
hovering about

All along the sea route from New
York to Liverpool, at every few

.miles where a steamer went down,

departed spirits coming back, hover-
ing over the wave. There is where
the City of Boston perished. Found
at last. There is where the President
perished. Steamer found at last.

There is where the Central America |

went down. Spirits hovering, hun-
dreds of spirits hovering, waiting for
the reunion of body and soul. Out
on the prairie a spirit alights. There
is where a traveler died in the snow.
Crash goes Westminster Abbey, and
the poets and the orators come forth;
wonderful mingling of good and bad.
Crash go the pyramids of Egypt, and
the monarchs come forth.

Who can sketch the sceme? I sup-
pose that one moment before that
general rising there will be an entire
silence, save as you hear the grind-
ing of a wheel or the clatter of the
hoofs of a procession passing into
the cemetery. Silence in all the
caves of the earth. Silence on the
side of the mountain. Silence down
in the valleys and far out into the
sea. Silence. But in a moment, in
the twinkling of an eye, as the arch-
angel’s trumpet comes pealing, roll-
ing, crashing, across the mountain
and sea, the earth will give one ter-
rific shudder, and the graves of the
dead will heave like the waves of
the sea, and Ostend, Sebastopol and
Chalons will stalk forth in the lurid
air, and the drowned will come up
and wring out their wet Jocks above
the billows, and all the land and all
the sea become one moving Inass of
life—all faces, all ages, all-condi-
tions, gazing in one direction and
upon one throne—the throne of resur-
rection. “*All who are in their graves
shall come forth."”

“But,’”’ you say, *if this doctrime
of the resurrection is true, as pre-
figured by this Easter morning, can
you tell us something about the re-
surrected body?’’ 1 can. There are
mysteries about that, but I shall tell
you three or four things in regard to
the resurrected body that are be-
yond guessing and beyond mistake.

In the first place, I remark in re-
resurrected body, it
will be a glorious body. The body
we have now is a mere skeleton of
what it would have been if sin had
pot marred and defaced it. Take the
most exquisite statue that was ever
made by an artist and chip
it here and chip it there
with a chisel and batter and bruise
it here and there and then stand it
out in the
and the beauty would be gone. Well,
the human body has been chipped
and battered and brusied and damag-
ed with the storms of thousands of
years—the physical defects of other
generations coming down from gener-
ation to generaticn, we inheriting
the infelicities of past generations.
PBut in the morning of the resurrec-
tion the body will be adorned and
beautified according to the original
model. And there is no such differ-
ence hetween a gymnast and an ema-
ciated wretch in a lazaretto as there
will be a difference between our bod-
jes as they are now and our resur-
rected forms, There you will see the

perfect eye afier the waters of death
have washed out the stains of tears
and study. There you will see the
perfect hand after the knots of toil
have been untied from the knuckles.
There you will sce the form erect and
elastic after the burdens have gone
off the shoulder—the very life of God
in the body. In this world the most
impressive thing, the most  express-
jve thing, is the human face, but
that face is veiled with the griefs of
a thousand years. But in the resur-
rection morn that veil will be taken
away from the face, and the mnoon-
day sun is dull and dim and stupid
compared with the outflaming glories
of the countenancés of the saved,
When those faces of the righteous,
those resurrected faces, turn toward
the gate or look up toward the
throne, it will be like the dawnmg of
a new morning on the bosom ol ever-
lasting day. O glorious, resurrected
body!

But I remark also, in regard to
that body which you are to get in
the resurrection, it will be an im-
portant body. These bodies are
wasting away. Somebody has said
that as soon as we begin to live we
begin to die. Unless we keep put-
ting the fuel into the furnace the fur-
nace dies out. The blood vessels are
canals taking the breadstufis to all
parts of the gystem. We must be re-
constructed hour by hour, day by
day. Sickness and death are all the
time trying to get their pry under
the tencment or to push us off the
embankment of the grave. But,
blessed be God, in the resurrection
we will get a body jmmortal. No
malatia in the air, no cough, no
neuralgic twinge, no rheumatic pang,
no fluttering of the heart, no short-
ness of breath, no ambulance, no dis-

, no hespital, no invalid’'s
chair, no spectacles to improve the
dim vision, but health, immortal
health! O ye who have the aches
and pains fndescribable this morn-
ing, ye who are never well, ye who
are lacerated with physical distress,
Jet me tell you of the  resurr

free from all disease. lm-

ous body.
ten miles, and we are fatigued: we
lift o few. hundred pounds, and Wwe
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storms of a hundred years |
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we aie weALy. Dui lu \ne resurrec-
tion we are to have a body that nev-
er gets tired. Is it not a glorious
thought? -

Plenty of occupation in heaven. I

suppose Broadway, New York, in the
busiest season of the year at noon=
day is mot so busy as heaven is all
the time. Grand projects of mercy
for other worlds, Victories to be
celobrated. The downfall of despo-
tism on carth to Dbe announced.
Great songs to be learned and sung.
Great expeditions on which God shall
send forth his children. Plenty to
do, but no fatigue. If you are seated
under the trees of life, it will not be
to rest, but to talk over with some
old eomrade old times—the battles
where you fought shoulder to should-
er.
Sometimes in this weorld we feel we
would like to have such a body as
that. There is so much work to be
done for Christ, there are so many
tears to be wiped away, there are so
many burdens to life, there is so
much to be achieved for Christ, we
sometimes wish that from the first
of January to the last of December
we could toil on without stopping to
sleep or to take any recreation or to
rest or even to take food—that we
could toil right én without stopping
a moment in our work of commend-
ing Christ and heaven to all the peo-
ple. But we all get tired. It is &
characteristic of the human body in
this condition; wé& must get tired,
1s it not a glorious thought that we
are going to have a body that will
never grow weary? O glorious resur-
rection day! Gladly will I fling aside
this poor body ®f sin and fling it
into the tomb if at the bidding I
shall have a body that never wear-
fes,

O blessed resurrection! Speak out,
sweet flowers, beautiful flowers!
While you tell of a Tisen Christ tell
of the righteous who shall rise. May
God fill you this morning with an-
ticipation!

I heard of a father and son who
among others were shipwrecked at
sea. The father and son climbed
into the rigging. The father held on,
but the son aftér awhile lost his hold
on the rigging and was dashed down.
The father supposed he had gone
hopelessly under the wave. The next
day the father was brought ashore
from the rigging in an exhausted
state and laid on a bed in a fisher-
man's hut, and after many hours
had passed he came to consciousness
and saw lying beside him on the
same bed his boy. Oh, my friends,
what & glorious thing it will be it
we wake up at last to find our loved
ones beside us, coming up from the
samne plot in the graveyard, coming
up in the same morning light—the fa-
ther and son alive forever, all the
loved ounes alive forever, mever mora
10 weep, never more L0 part, never
more to die,

May the God of peace that broughd
againr from the dead our Lord Jesus,
that great  Shepherd of the sheep,
through the blood of the everlasting
covenant make you perfect in every
good work, to do his will, and let
ths associations  of
transport our thoughts to the grand-
er assemblage before the throne. The
one hundred and forty and four thou-
sand and the ‘‘great multitude that
a0 man can number,'’ some of our
best friends among them, we after
awhile to join the multitude, Glori-
ous anticipation!

Blest are the saints beloved of God;

Washed are their robes in Jesus'
blood.

Brighter than angels, lo, they shine,

Their wonders splendid and sublime,

My soul anticipates the day,

Would stretch her wings and
away

To syl the song, the palm to bear,

And pow, the chief of sinners, there,

soar
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Gentlemen,—While driving down &
very steep hill last August, my horse
stumbled and . fell, cutting himself
fearfully about the head and body. 1
used MINARD'S LINIMENT free-
ly on him, and in a few days he was
as well as ever. -
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