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although the companies ere [wtrouized more than 
ever Mure. State iu'Cranre department*, State 
lawn, insurance journal*, and essay* on life insur­
ance, are multiplying, and the companies being 
aut-jeeted by reason of these things to lairge ex­
penses, and" are reporting year by year to this 
State and to that, larger amounts of agency 
liubinc* and office premiums uncollected, and 
pn-inimn note*, deferred premiums maturing, 
agency balance*, interest accrued, furniture sup­
plies, "ho., all of which are unrealized, but are 
claimed and allowed in the account of assets, and 
they amount (in 32 agemy companies in Conn.) 
to #-'17,146,370." Mr. Noyes evidently believes 
in “Cash on hand."

The active and often nnscruiHilous competition 
of young life companies must Iv credited with 
one good result'; it has compiled many of the 
older companies to reform fln-ir practice more in 
accordance with the principles of equity. Among 
the grievances of early ] met ice was the 
long peri» I during which ilividend* were 
forborne. No wonder a company could boast of 
jeying 40 per cent., when it did not commence 
to pay till it had compounded three, four or five 
annual premiums, and then declared 40 per crut, 
on the last years business, thus practically cheat­
ing the assured out of three or four dividends. 
Hut most of tin- companies have been compiled 
to » more lilxral course, annual dividends on the 
contribution plan. The United States Life, or­
ganized twenty years ago, and always somewhat 
old fogyish in its style—is a late example of this 
pressure. Its profits were declared tricnnially,
1 i*yable with the policy when it becème a claim. 
Hilt it woke zip last winter, got its charter amend­
ed, ami will henceforth allow the dividends'; 1, 
towards the payments of loan*, if any ; 2, to­
wards the payment of premiuiii ; 3, towaids the 
pu.chase ot additional insurance; 4, in cash to the 
policy holder. If it had also abandoned its in­
equitable )*-r centsge plan of division, it would 
have made another important step in tlm right 
direction. ,

Superintendent Mil’nr, following the example 
of the departments of Ohio, California, New 
Hauqieliire and Illinois, Ins directed the District 
Attorney to pmercute the three co-operative 
■swindles that have hung out shingles in this 
city. We may soon expect to hear that the office 
furniture-of the Mutual <Guarantee,hhe United 
States Co-operative, and the Commonwealth Co- 
o|*'iative, is for sale.

What a pleasant and e.xhili rating task,with the 
thermometer at 80* must lx that of Mr. U. N. 
Seutbwick, who on la-half of the superintendent, 
i* making a personal investigation into the'affairs 
of the several fire companies. Shrewd people 
have come to have very -flttle confidence in these 
stwcial investigations. Tliere is .generally, as in 
Uh-case of Mr. Milb r's recent special investiga­
tion into the alfuirs of the Mutual Life, too much 
whitewash about them. And it is so easy to ac­
cept the explanations of officer*, jtèsiih-s, it js the 
more popular course for the LVrmrtrtient.

Wje have now fairly carried the w#r of competi­
tion into Africa, or rather England. Chir under­
writers ami life officers have ‘t^/Vluded, that if 
five respectable English offici $ cmi do a jwving 
buaim-ss on this aide, there an- American 
companies worthy of Knglr>h ronfidehoe. The 
Home lire, with it* capital, *4* gone
over, as has also the Mutual lirin-fit Life, the 
North America, and the New York Life, The 
(jermauia Life, ha* been sMcessfully 0|frrating 
for some time on the contii i-nt.

Have you any good life i entrance agents in 
Ontario that are in | ursuit of high eommiedons ? 
Send them to this lily. “Tin- great demand of 
the age, ” so far ax life companies are concerned, 
is good Mgr-iW*. The insurance journals and daily 
papers abound with notices to those gentry of the 
•• uioat liberal terms guaranteeiL ’ The officers 
are nothing—the agents every thing. Well, when 
was it that a coqm of efficient agents was not tin- 
cause and only means of a company's such».

it is the main-spring in the movemei t— 
life-blood of a company. But the c *m- 

multiply so fast that a sufficient snppl r of 
need agents can not 1* had. An es ab- 

officc is not likely to let it* tried ag nts 
w if the result ean be prevente.1, an l to 

sgent who has I wen identified with a < na­
if not evil reputation, the task of tryin ; to 

woric up busincs-t for a new concern with new slid 
inexperienced officer*, is always disagreeab e— 

ly disheartening to the agent.
■ being much towed about by sea and 1 ind, 
.body Life has'opcncd its doors for busii ess, 

(it is saiil) 500 applications on its bo >k*. 
Thom, son-in-law of Commodore Van lier­

as succeeded Mr. Sickles as President. Mr. 
‘ool. President of the American Nati >nal 

, has gone on the direigion, so that t is 
strengthened. Col. H. H. Hadley, 1 'iee- 

"rnt, and the in-qiiring spirit of the or; imi- 
, will now move forward to systematic and 
ful work.
writer happens to know, from pr vate 

viures, that the lien Franklin Life is mei ting 
with : extraordinary success. A lieculiar fe turc 
of ttyis coni[iany is its system of life endow nent 
table*, u[m#i which policies are issued by moi thly 
patl lent* of five or three dollars. There re a 
a la ge class in every community who are em­
ploy d on salaries which, in many cases, are pay­
able weekly or monthly, and who rarely, if rver, 
a ecu iiiulati- sufficient property to meet the ai nual 
prt-r liiyli for any considerable amount at onct, but 
who ran make a small monthly payment after 
theit necessary expenses have licen met, and thus 
secy re their de|iendents against that ilestit it ion 
in i liirh nearly all men of their clas* leave their 
fam lies after their decease. The Ben Frs ikltn 
schi me unites the blessings of life insurant with 
the miall deposit savings banks. It is grea :ly to 
lie « esired that the companies would more | ener 
ally endeavor to bring the blessings of life nsur- 
amJ i within the means.of the indnstrial ami small 
sal.1 ried classe*. This is done to a large ext :nt in 
F,n| laml, but the field has scarcely lieen to leheii 
heir. If the Ben Franklin's efforts to open it up, 
shall prove successful, the company will have 
conferred an inestimable favor iq*>ti the whole 
community. ,

THE CROPS.

The following is a continuation of tin crop 
nqjorts furnished by Messrs. Dun, Wiman ; Co.

Ifomkton, Perth Co.—Heavy crop» of hey, but 
owing toythe .wet weather, considerably damaged. 
Fa)! wheat was1 winter killed. Spring crojis will 

"been avAage ; root crop* of all descriptions tint 
’■lac ..

liortie,- Huron Co.— Crop* of all kiui*i look 
w«l, if they can be saved.

Corunna, Lambton Co.—Crops are all goojl here, 
with the exception of hay,*which lias been li good 
deal spoiled with the wet.

bovard, Kent Co. —Wheat is about a tivj.-tl.inl 
crip, comfiared with 1S63; it is a goo l deal 
damaged by rains. Barley is an aVcrag, • crap, 
hi* a bad color, and damaged br wet. Ui ts are 
a jixxl crop, but there will lx- a "good deal oat in 
hÿveating, being beaten down with rain.
jTroy, 'W eutworth Co.—Hay is'a good i verage 

crap. F’all wheat i» not heavy, but a line s impie; 
"lfmg wheat, only middling ; [s-as, good ; oats, 
vgry heavy crop ; potatoes look well and ound ;

(Rondeau. Fall wheat is damagi-d cousit crahly 
L| rain, but otherwise the crops are good.

JWinchrhe*.—The crop* aie good, with he rx- 
tion of fall wheat whidh is a failure The 
itht-r has heeu very unfavorable since lavinc 

pa «traced. . . ”
Jl’eel Township, WeUingtbo Co.-Full w heat is 

tin. on the ground, from the severity of 1j st win- 
T Hay is a full average. Pea* are t-.r xvood 
t|e average to quantity and quality ; 0*4 ^i-n

1'

early never looked better ; barley, when good, is 
very gond. _ . I

Port Elgin. —A good deal of the fall wheat in - 
this section was wi liter-killed, and a large portion 
was ploughed up this spring and sown with spring 
wheat, oats an<l |iraa, which promise to be a good ' 
crop, and fully up to the average.

Fnllartoo.—Fall wheat was liadly winter-killed. ' 
Spring wheat will be en average crop. Barley, •) 
oats, and pcaa were never better.

Rothsay.—The usual breadth of spring wheat 
wa* sown, and will probably average about 20, 
bushels to the acre, rail wheat (not much sown)* 
was considerably winter-killed ; average 25 bushels, 
to the acre. Oats (more than usual sown) averaget 
from 40 to 50 bushels per acre. Bariev is a good ; 
crop, and will average about 40 bushels per aero. 
Pease (about the usual quantity sown) average- 
40 to 50 bushels per acre.

Delaware, Middlesex Co.—The crops here'w*ej 
a go»l deal damaged by rain. Moat of the wheat"' 
is a fair sample, and will yield from 10 to 20 
bushels per acre ; peas are damaged by the wet, 
and will be about half a crop ; oats are very good ÿ 
barley is very good ; hay is a good crop, but about* 
a third of it was saved in baa order. Barley wa* 
damaged by wet, and is not a bright sample.

Washington, Oxford Co.—Crop*, as a general 
thing, except fall wheat, are good in this locality^

Ainleyville, Huron Co.—The hay crop has beett 
much damaged by rain, but the quantity is large,' 
The wheat crop has also been very much damaged* 
and the prospects are poor, but if the weather 
keep* tine, they may improve very much. Barley 
is going to lie a failure oats and peas are lookir 
remarkably well. Boat crope all promise well.

Newark Oxford Co.—Fall wheat crop ver 
poor ; spring crops good, and promise an are 
yield.

Bayfield, Huron Co.—The hay crop was mid 
riling, bnt it was indifferently saved, owing to 4 
much wet weather and heat. The fall wheat 4 
light ; there was much lew than usual sowed lait 
season, and what is of it is partly itynrrd by the 
w.-t. The spring grains g*m*illy lot* well. ?

Sparta, Elgin Co.*—Wlieat is not more than 
ball a crop; a good deal i« injured by the l 
and the late wheat seems pown. Bariev is 1 
and injured by rain : pea* are very much inju 
by rain, but they will be a good sample, thw 
the rrop is short, and the straw is injured by mt[ 
dew ; oats are looking well ; com also on upland*. 
We have have had good weather since F’ridaÿ 
last, and if the weather proves good this week, 
most of the wheat and barley will be in bar*. 
Wheat will be a poor sample, on account of ■> 
much wet weather.

Bobcaygeon.— Fall wlieat is greatly winter til­
ed, but the berry i* plump and good and w|l 
average about 12 or 15 bushels i«er acre. EarW 
sown spring wlieat is very light ; later sown is 
doing well and promises an average crop. Oat*; 
peas an<l Iwrley are very good. Root crope ate 
doing well and will lie a good yield if nothing 
hatqa-n.s to injure them.

liiillantyne.—The fall wlieat has been a failli it, 
but the spring irojwi are looking very well, ai|d 
likely to yield good cropa. Money has beta 
rather scarce this summer on account of the ldkv 
prices last winter. |

Honevwood, Simcoc Co.—Crope are gu»l a*d 
pniw|icct* never were lietter in these parta.

Hampton—Crope in this section will bejfafr.
heat nearly an average crop. Barley an avtjg- 

*8* .croi’- Oats, very heavy rrop. Rve, nbt 
much sown. Hay has lieen a fair crop. Crain 
will be pretty well saved.

Ayr, Ont—Fall wheat thin on the ground, bet 
a good sample and well filled, and will averafc 
frojn 16 to 20 bnshei* per acre. Spring wheat a 
light crop ; not much sown. Barley, not so heaty 
as was anticipated, nor of so good a quality. Oa|*, 
a heavy crop. Tea*, a goo.I crop. Potatoes,; » 
good crop. Fruit of all kinds a plentiful crop.

Bnrgovne, Bruce County.—Hay is about en 
average crop. l’ali wheat is deficient in (piuLtitv

-■A


