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te ballooms, snd that in order to fly At was necossary te

follow the laws of nature and to adhere to nature®s plan =
the dbird - which is heavier than air,

His arguments were weakemed by seme oo sweeping
deductiems, but nevertheless his dramatic appeal to men of
science stimulated what may failrly be called the remaissance
of the heavier-than-eir scheel,

Thme years later Framcis Herbert Venmham read a very
able paper en the subjeet of man-flight bdefore the first
meoting of the Asronautical Seciety of Oreat Britain, After
studying the flight of a floek of bdirds he came 1o the con-
clusion that the lifting effect of a large sustaining sure
face could de most economically obtained by arranging a nume
ber of mmall surfaces adove each other in Siers. In 1866 he
built & mest ingenious glider upen this principle, and while
his machine 4id not glide satisfactorily his happy idea of
superpesing surfaces was later taken advantage of, and he
will slways bDe rememdered as a man whe lived a long way shead
of his time,

Hopelsss as seemed the struggle of these early
plencers their effeorts offectually paved the way for the twe
great men whe were simultanecusly to demenstmate the feasi~
bility ef fiight,

Otte Lilienthal, A German Fngineer of great orige
inality, and Sir Miram Maxim attacked the prodlem in 1592 from
entfrely different sides. Beth achicved success, which ia=
spired other te take wp the werk, snd the werld was givem twe
distinet lines of reasening (cach smply verified by experiment)




