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THE HOME JOURNAL takes some credit
in announcing that the Government street
clerk who refused to wear his coat while
waliting on ladies has compromised the
matter—that is he now only wears his
coat part of the time., The ladies, how-
ever, will not compromise the matter, and
insist that the coat must be worn all the
time, or else they will not visit the store.
Outside of this little pecularity, he is justly
popular with the fair sex, and I fail to see
why he should refuse to comply with their
reasonable demand and wear his coat all
the time.

The public generally will feel relieved
that the Stroebel trial is over, and the jury
who unhesitatingly convicted the accused
on the evidence presented have every
reason to congratulate themselves on the
manner in which they vindicated the
majesty of the law. Theservices rendered

bringing the charge home to the guilcy
wretch reflects the highest credit on their
efficiency. As for the Attorney-Generals
all I can say is that he is *the brainiest
man in the world—and there are only a
few of us lefl.” :

A good story is told of a lady school
teacher who, having an inordinate dread
of contageous diseases, sent a little girl
home because she said her mother was
sick and had sympto of something
alarming. ' The next day the little girl
presented herself at school with her
finger in her mouth, and her little hat
swinging by the strings and said: “We'’s
got a little girl at our house, but mammy
told me it isn't catchen.” The teacher
blushed slightly, said she was very glad
and told the puplil to take a seat.

The Imperial Theatre will be opened
New Year's evening by a stock company,
which is now in process of organization.
Miss Blanche Browne a clever and hand-
some young actress will play leading
parts, Miss Margaret Marshall, who is
undoubtedly the best character woman on
the coast, has been engaged for the new
company. Two other ladies, one said to be
a most accomplished soubrette, will also
be found in the cast. A thoroughly quali-
fled leading man has been secured, and
Mr. Chapman will take chasge of the
stage. Mr. Scott McAllister and Mr. Mac-
kay, and other members of the Glasgow
Theatre Royal Company who will arrive
arrive early next week, will add strength
to the company. Mr. Dunsdale, the well-
known comedian, will be seen in the com-
edy parts. The company will open in Mil-
ton Nobles’ comedy, The Phoenix. New
scenery is being painted, in order to give
the production a thoroughly artistic effect.
The floor of the Imperial will be raised in
ampitheatre form, and a couple of hundred
more chairs will .be placed in the.house.
The desire i3.t0 makethe Imperial a family
theatre, where the latest and best plays
can be seen at popular prices.

Christmas morning dawned bright and
clear on Stockman Roundup's.ranch, on
the Bitterwater, There were, signs of life
all around the ranch as the glowing orb
of day surged above the horizon, and all

paulins,” dreaming of catching mavericks
without number, and’ branding them with
their own private marks, with bridle
rings heated red hot in buffalo-chip fires.
At last the door of the well-built house
opened and Bossie Roundup, the only
daughter of the house, stepped out into
the crisp morniog air. As she turned
towards the corral and the quarters of the
cowboys, she noticed Dick Roper, the
handsomest rascal who ever cut out a
2-year-old, throw away a cigarette and
reel in her direction with that awkward
yet graceful gait which indicates a long
use of high-heeled boots and a life in the
saddle. He approached her in a modest
and respectful way, and, lifting his broad
sombrero, said ; -
“Good morning, Miss Bossle, and
Merry Christmas! And what did you
find in your stockings this morning ¥ It
must be something nice, for I heard the
Jingle of Santa Claus’ bells last night.”
The young girl, with her color height’
ened by the frosty air, and her eyes
snapping with mischief, looked archly at
him a moment, and then replied :
*Wal, Dick, yve're right, I did get some-
thing'nice., I got the two prettiest calves
that ever come on the range. But they're
mavericks, for there ain’t a mark on ary
one of ‘em, and so I'm going to keep’em
out o' the sight o’ the boys, you bet.”
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