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the exception of certain prevenient and sacramental 
graces which ever assist the soul, tied grants others 
only through the medium of prayer, it follows, that 
the fiist thing that inspires devotion is an attraction 
for prayer ; or, rather, it is itself that spirit of grace 
and prayer which God has promised by Ins prophet 
to pour out upon his people.

It is a spirit of prayer ; that is, a disposition, an 
habitual tendency, of the soul to rise up towards 
God, and to unite itselt with Him, adoring His su 
preme majesty, thanking Him for His mercies, asking 
pardon of its sins, and imploring Him to vouchsafe 
the spiritual help necessary to its weakness. It is 
a spirit of grace, because this disposition and this 
tendency are the effects of grace. I say an habitual 
tendency, which subsists always in the depth of the 
will, which holds it always turned towards God, and 
which, according to the occasion and the need, is 
manifested by distinct and formal acts, proffered by 
the lips or the heart. These acts cannot be con­
stant: but the interior affection, which produces and 
animates them, can and ought to be ; and this is 
that habitual elevation of soul which is inculcated 
in the precept of Christ, that “men ought always 
to pray and not to faint." If you have this spirit 
of prayer, O Christian soul ! you have true devotion ; 
but you do not possess it if you are led to prayer 
only by duty and necessity, and not by love and 
desire. You do not possess it if this exercise is 
painful to you ; if it costs you a great effort ; if you 
are careless, lukewarm, willingly distracted, or sub 
jeet to ennui. if you count the moments ; if you 
shorten them more than you ought ; in brief, if you 
pay God as a bad debtor pays his debt. In this 
way, from habit, from routine, from human respect 
because the rule or the state of life demands it, one 
may make many prayers without having the spirit 
of prayer ; and nothing is more common.

OCCASIOXAL PAPERS.

BY A COUNTRY PARSON.
»

THE EASTWARD POSITION.
T~j* VERY now and then the smouldering embers 
P, of this dying controversy burst into fierce 

but fitful flames, and we have from the “ old 
guard ” of the Puritan remnant a solemn reaffirma­
tion of the un-Protestant and Romanizing tendency 
of this practice. I say dying, because the custom 
has now been so widely adopted in all branches 
and divisions of the Anglican Church and by those 
who are avowedly moderate and “ safe " men, that 
it has long ceased to be one of the distinctive marks 
of Ritualism and has come to be regarded as a very 
mild expression of “ churchly ” tendencies, on a 
par with the use of the surplice in the pulpit, the 
singing of the responses to the Commandments, 
and other decent practices, which in their day have 
passed through the fiery ordeal of fierce denuncia­
tion and stupid misinterpretation, but which are 
now all but universal. And so indications seem 
to point to the probability that in the very near 
future the eastward position will become an open 
question, and a mere matter of taste, to be left to 
the discretion of the officiating clergyman be he 
High or Low.

The precise teaching of the Church on this point 
will, I believe, always be involved in obscurity. It 
is quite probable that the rubric in the Prayer Book 
was made purposely vague so as to leave a certain 
latitude for tender Romanists and scrupulous Puri 
tans. It exhibits strong marks of being a com­
promise, and it was evidently designed to prevent 
that idolatrous reverence for the centre of the Altar 
which is the distinguishing feature of the Roman 
Mass. The rubric of the first Prayer Book com­
menced “ When the Priest humbly standing before 
the midst of the Altar," etc., and the aim of the 
second rubric seems to have been to make any 
position legal so long as it was north of the old

vt litre position, and thus to remove any supersti 
lions r-vereiu'o for any particular part of the Holy 
Table, which seems a natural result when the act 
of Consécration is always performed at one set 
place. The rubric before the Prayer of Consecra­
tion. “ When the Priest standing before the Holy 
Table," etc., seems to take for granted that the 
priest lias adopted the eastward position from the 
commencement of the service. Otherwise would 
we not have bad a direction something to this « fleet 
—“ Now shall the Priest stand before the Table, 
and having ordered the bread aud wine, return to 
bis former position at the north side, etc. How­
ever. without pressing the point, it is safe to con 
elude that, as far as the strict letter of the law is 
concerned, no one can pretend to speak with any 
degree of certainty, and that practically this is out 
those open questions about which all are at liberty 
to form their own opinion. Aud this view of tin 
question is in keeping with the breadth and com 
preheusiveness which is the glory of the English 
Church, and one of the chiefest marl s of her 
Catholicity.

As to the decency and fitness of the position on 
its own merits there can he but one opinion. The 
old side position is awkward, clumsy and incon­
venient ; the eastward position is graceful, becom 
ing and convenient, and in keeping with the whole 
plan of the Communion Office, which, though not 
a bloody sacrifice, is the shadow or picture of one, 
and designed, by its scenic aud ceremonial features, 
to keep ever fresh in our minds the memory of tin 
Great Atonement.

Let any clergyman who doubts this, aud who is 
not bigoted in the matter, adopt the eastward posi- 
tion for a few Sundays and he will experience the 
truth of my assertion as to its convenience and 
comeliness.

Let us hope, however, that we are entering upon 
a better state of affairs in regard to these matters, 
and that before long this old Puritan prejudice will 
no longer be a factor in Church controversies and 
that we may learn to agree to differ about the 
position of the celebrant as being nothing more 
than a matter of taste to be determined, not by any 
imaginary doctrinal signification it maybe tortured 
into possessing, but pimply by common sense 
Thus, I believe, we shall best carry out the spirit 
of the rubrics and of the whole English Church, 
which, in matters not essential, is the very soul of 
moderate and reasonable liberty.

-------------o-------------

THE TROUBLED SECTS.

THE Church Timet has a long and thoughtful arti 
cle upon the breaking away of the leading secta 

rian leaders in the States from the Creeds which differ­
entiate their respecta live bodies from the Cbnrch 
Catholic. Being too lengthy for onr columns we give 
the following interesting section :—

This American movement against Creeds is repro- 
dneing itself in a very marked manner amongst the 
sects at home. As is well knowu, there is a wide 
distinction between the Lutheran and the Calvinist 
theory. Luther, who in many other respects resem­
bled Henry VIII., had no great repugnance to the old 
doctrines, and only brought forward as mocb reform 
as would suffice to justify him in breaking away from 
the authority of the Cbnrch. Hence, as Lord Macau- 
lay long since pointed ont, his theory of jnstification 
by faith was realiy a system of indulgences which 
underbid Tetzel. The Church compelled every one 
to confess his sins at least once a year, and make 
some sort of satisfaction for them ; and it is a com 
monplace to say that the effectif the routine which the 
Canons on Confession introduced was hurtful to mo- 
rahty. But Luther substituted a mere act of faith to 
be performed just when the sinner liked. This new 
plan of making every man bis own confessor was 
enormously popular, and the results have been just 
what might have been expected of it. At starting 
that godly potentate, Philipjof Hesse, extorted from the 
Lutheran lathers a licence to commit bigamy, on the 
plea that he could not be content with a single wife 
During the three ages of its subseqaent history! 
Lutheramsm has been cnrionsly barren of saintliness • 
and the countries oyer which it has held sway have 
ceased to be Christian in more than name. We have 
seen a curious revival of the system under Mr. Booth 
who may nofc UDÎairl*T ^ ^j - - 1
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ther, at it is împossi 
hension the inevitable 
low bis teaching.

ly be described as a vulgar Lu 
ible not to view without appro-

results that must speedily fob

The systom of Calvin, though it might at the ft 
blush Ik- thought mote likely to load toantinomian’ 
of a very had typo, has proved a little less 
in fact. The really pious Calvinist nwossaril»011' 
garda himself as a momt>er of a subliiuo aristocrat 
and if, hko other aristocrats, he is often uitolerakT 
hard and arrogant, he fools himself Ixjurni by o' 
maxim “ X<>l<l>.ur ohliijc.” Nobody, for inutan 
would over have thought of crediting Calvin with be* 
chanal ditties in praise of “Women, Wine, aud Sou ■
At the same time, his theology has grown quite o 
of favour even amongst Scotsmen, to whom its eliin! 
logicsl completeness, anil its thoroughly husinese-hK 
character, once made it very congenial. It is hem* 
to be felt that Calvin has blundered like a trades®»* 
who, Ix'chuho he could uot get in a number of account, 
that he know were outstanding against him, chose to 
assume that they did not exist, and arranged ha 
affairs on that hypothesis. Calvin has built op hj, 
system out of one class of Scripture texts, ana bn 
disregarded or explained away another class equal)» 
important. Anyhow, his authority is comingt® 
nought amongst his disciples as completely ae the 
views and wishes of the Wesleys have boon sot »«y)c 
by their professing followers. The other day a con 
ference of the Loudon Presbytery was livid to consid 
er the relationship of its office. In-arers to the Went- 
minster Confession. One or two ministers, no doubt 
were found to stand up for that famous standard, hot 
the almost unanimous feeling was that it had become 
a dead-weight upon the sect ; and that is repelled in 
telligent men uot only from the ministry, hut from 
the eldership. A motion of Dr. Oswald Dykes, which 
seemed to be well received, was that they sliould i* 
tain the Confession as a “ great historical documeot 
of their Church’s theological development;" and tbit 
they should frame for popular use “ some sliort, easy, 
modern creed which their congregations could join 
in reciting during public worship." Thu notable de­
vice is as if when a congregation had got bopeleaah 
Hat, the organist should keep indicating the origin) 
key for the purpose of showing how far it has win. 
demi away from the right pitch.

But it is not the Presby terians alone that are time per. 
piexed. The bulk of the Baptists aud lodpendente in 
pledget! by the trust-deeds of their chapels to a the­
ology similiar to that of the Westminster Confession, 
and their congregations like it jostas little as the mod­
ern Scotch Calvinists. In fact, it is said that there are 
many hundreds of cases in which the Miles Platting 
trouble would 1*3 reproduced to-morrow if onlyi 
comparatively few pervoos were mischievous enough 
to challenge the preacher's doctrine, and the preacher 
ha<l fortitude to resist the “ Dead Hand." This, ne 
need not say, is a state of thiogs which is altogether 
in favour of the Church. With those who havesey 
real religious instincts, positive faith will always hi 
acceptable than vague inconsecutive mu sings about 
religionism. We have heard a great deal shoot tin 
spread of Roman Catholicism in England, and tha 
reason for it mu*t be sought in the advantages which 
its well-compacted battalion# have as against the dfc- 
organised hoi des of Protestantism. That theooontry 
is not by this half-won to the Pope, is due to the fad 
that the Church of England has also brought into tin 
field an army as well-appointed, ghat without the iw- 
pethmenta of papal arrogance and medieval or con­
temporaneous superstition. Hence it is notwithstand­
ing the apparently boundless reaoorces which are at 
tire command of Cardinal Manning, the Romanising 
movement is absolutely at a standstill, and haseiea 
receded from the point which it bad reached some 
thirty years ago.
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TRADITION IX THE CHURCH. -,

The function of tradition, then, ia to ascertain the 
belief of the first ages of Christianity, and to transnut 
it unimpaired to succeeding generations. And thus _ 
the fault of the Church of Rome is not what it ie 
commonly thought to be, and as is seemingly warrant­
ed by the language of the Council of Trent, that of 
unduly exaggerating the place of tradition by raisinfl 
it to an equality with Holy Scripture ; but oontenfl- 
wise that of setting it aside at any time in favour of 
the current and fashionable ecclesiastical opinion of 
the day. Tbe’qnestion of the withdrawal of thecbalioe 
from the laity is a crucial example of this fact. Scrip* 
tare and tradition are here at one, and directly op­
posed to the decree of the Council of Constance, ito^u 
resting on an innovation scarcely two oentones older, 
which is thus as truly anti-traditional aeitiaash- 
Scriptural. Amongst the usages which are, or at »oy 
rate have been, universed in Christendom without 
resting on the express language of Senpture, may be 

led infant baptism, episcopacy, and Sunday ob- 
; while it is onfy the superior numbers of 

those who now reject the first and second uf these 
which prevents their being regarded as being •• •* 
centric and wrongheaded as the Seventh Day 
who alone of Western Christians oontinoe to keep the
WNk
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