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The dull will yawn, the chapel lounger doze,
Attention flag, and memory's portals close.

It sbould be wabm ; a living altar coal,

To melt the icy heart and charm the soul ;
A sapless, dull harangue, however read,
Will iiever rouse the soul, or raise the dead.

It ¢hould be simple, practical, and clear ;
No fine-spun theory to please the ear ;
No curious lay to tickle letter'd pride,
And leave the poor and plain unedified,

It shopld be tender and affectionate,

As his warm theme who wept lost Salem’s fate ;
he fiery laws, with words of love allay'd,

Wiil sweetly warm and awfully persnade.

It <hould be manly, just, and rational,

Wisely conceived, and well express’d withal ;
Not stutl'd with silly notions, apt to stain

A sacred desk, and show a muddy brain

[t'should possess a well adapted grace,

To sitvation, andience, time, and place ;

A sermon form'd for scholars, statesmen, lords,
With peasants and mechanics ill accords,

It ehould with evangelic beauties bloom,
Like Fanls at Corinth, Athens, or at Rome ;
While some Epictetus or Sterne esteemn,
A gracious Saviour is the Gospel theme |

. It should be mix’d with many an ardent prayer,

To reach the heart, and fix and fasten there ;
When God and man are mutually address'd,
God grants a Llessing, man is truly bless'd,

[* should be closely, well applied at last,

To make the moral nail securely fast ;

Thou art the man, and thon, alone, will make
A Felix tremble, and a David quake g
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From the Crusader.

The Confessors of Jesus Christ
in Italy During the 16th Century.

GIOFFREDO VARAGLIA,

In the centre of Turin, there is a beauti-
ful eqoare, called Piazza Castello, where now
waves the stzndard of civil and religious
liberty,  But how different and horrid was
the spectacie to be seen there three centuries
ago! A funerai pile was erected on this
square by the mwonkish tyranny and sangui-
aticisim of Rome.  Upon this stake
was to be burnt!  And for what

For ‘having worshipped God ac-
cording to the dictates of his conscience, and
sought his salvation through other means
than those presented bf¥the Romish Church.
This man was Gicflredo Varaglia, a Pied-
montese citizen, and the son of a gallant
captain who had been one of the most zea-
lous persecutors ot the Waldenses in 1488.
It was, in fact, about this epoch, that the
Reman pontitis began to advise their bish-
ops and nuncios to persecute the poor “Wal-
denses in their mountains. A similar order
had been addressed to the barons and primces,
that they might join in this crusade of a new
kind; hence the following decrees, which we
give as specimens of these Christian pro-'
ceedings.  The Bull of Innocent V1L says
that these Waldeoses must be chased and
drstroyed like venomous serpents.
Bull grauts plenary indulyence, in life and
death, and the property of the victims, to
cvery one who would co-operate in  thelr
savghter and destruction ; it declared at the
same-time infamous and rebels all people
who should refuse to take part’in these san-

nary t
A man
crime ?

guinary measures against the Waldenses. |

And this law emannted from ‘the Vatican,
under the sacrilegious pretext of evangelical
charity and zeal for the holy cause of God!

In"bis youth Gioffredo had been faithful
to his origin; he put on the cassock of a
Frunciscan, and undertook to pursue’ the
work of conversion which his fatber had be-
gun with so much wiolence. DBut all these
rash attempts turired to no account ; neither
the sophisms of the monk nor the sword of
the bully could prevail pgainst the faith of
those simple-hearted mountaineers. On the
contrary, the warm advocate of the Romish
doetrines soon embraced the creed he was
ro zealously striving to eradicate from the
world. The fuet is, that not having found
in the order of St. Francis the peace and
perfection he was dreaming of, young Varag-
lin left his convent and went to that of the
Capuchins. He was attracted there by the
great tame of Bernardino of Sienna, and the
bope of finding in that order the salvation
and calm for which he was so ardently long-
ing. Together with twelve young friends
and the famons Bernardo, he began to travel
over Italy and preach Catholic doctrines ;
but soon becoming dizgusted with his own
faith and deeply interested in the new re-
fvims preached by Luther and Calvin, the
voung Gioffredo took refuge at Geneva, in
Switzerland.  This desertion produced a
great scandal in Ttaly ;5his comrades began
tq be suspected by the Holy See, and were
sdon cailed back to Rome, where, for several
years, they remained under sharp watch.

More deeply compromised than any of hi_s
cmnp:mimr-‘, Gioffredi was not rcivaw.d until
he had exchanged his monkish robe for that
of a priest, and abjured his heretical 'doc-
trines. In this new dignity be was provided
with laree benefices, and, about 1556, fol-
lowed the Pope’s legate to the Frenph courts
But in this diplomatic mission, bis doubts
far irom clearing away, took, on "l‘e con:
trary, .very day, firmer hold of his mind..
and he thought it prudent to beg leave of the
nuncio, to be allowed to return to Genevu.;
he did so, being then in the 49th year of his
age.

In the following year, Varaglia was ap-'
pointed pastor of the church of St. Giovanni, |
'

in the Vale of Lucerne, where Le exercised,
peacefully and worthily, kis ministry, and

preached to those very people against whom |

be had fourht some years before. 'This was
the most flattering triumph for those simple-
minded and pious Waidenses. 1t scemed to
them, and rightly, that the miracle of St
Paul was renewed in Gioffredo’s conversion,
and this was a great cause for zeal and con-
fidence in the faith of their forefathers. Thus
favoured with new miracles, and daily bless-
€d by the special protection of God, their

admiration {or their convert-pastor soon be- whom he bad duily met during his embassy | 5 menovyis,

came enthasiastic.  But, tormented with the
desire to sce once more his native eity,
Busca, and embrace again some of his friends
there, the excellent Varaglia took leave of

The same |

| B1< parizhioners, and left them with the pro-
mise (0 returm sgon. Idut, alas! it was the
lust interview he had with them ; he never
came back to Lucerne. The Inquisition
was too eager for Lis blood ; it sent its sbirri
to seize the victim, on his entering the city,
and deliver him into the hands of the dooms-
man, :

A biographer of great merit assertz, that
the objec: of Varaglia’s last voyage was
entirely religious, and, in fact, the first ex-
amination to which he wus subjected, proves
that he had been invited to Dronero by per-
sons who were auxious to have his opinion
upon -the doctrine of justification. But it
may be that this invitation was only a snare
to lead him away from his parishioners, and
inveigle him into the ambush which had
been laid for him at Dronero. Be that as
it may, it is certain that he was arrested and
put into prison in the city of Barge, through

which he was passing ; and it is likewise

certain that Varaglia might have escaped
from his prison, but that he was too honest
to abuse the indulgence and kindness evinc-
ed by his guardians, and, rather than com-

promise them, he preferred to confront the !

severity of the law, and the magistrate’s
fanaticirm, from whom he had nothing to
expect, but the most extreme rigour. The
fact 13, he was soon transferred to Turin, and
tried as a heretic.’ )

Great was the delight of the priesthood,

when they heard that the ablorred pastor,

whom they had been slandering for so long
a time, was finally in the prison-house.
They wanted his blood. They applied,
therefore, all their influence at court to has-
ten the trial and condemnation of poor
Gioffredo. They put forth all the intrigues
and secret manoeavres in which they are so
akilful, to persuade the court and publi¢ at
large, that a terrible example was indispen-
sable to the honour of the holy religion, and
the wishes of the holy pontiff. Though
vaguely expressed, the desire of the Pope
was nothing short of the victim’s death.
The prisoner was first interrogated as to
. the motives which induced him to abjure the
religion of his ancestors, and embrace that
against which he so energetically fought in
former times. lle frankly answered, that

“after many yearsof deep study and meditu- |

tion, he had been obliged to acknowledge
that the Romish Church was stained with
many errors and gross corruptions ; that, on
the other hand, the so much calumniated
Evangelical Chiurch was entirely free from
these vices, and lived only according to the
rules of truth and justice, because it had no
other law but the divine word and faith.
Respecting the principles of eonduct which
he inculeated upon his parishioners, and the
nature of the creed he taught them, the
prisoner answered, that he always preached
| justification by faith in the merits of Jesus
Christ, and not by our personal good aciiona,
which could not have been, of themselves,

| the cause of our salvation, but only an effect |

{and a proot of the divine mercy. He ap-

| peared to have been in favor of the doetrine |

| of tree will, in proot of which he qnoted the
maxims of St. Augustine and St. Ambrose ;
he confuted the ridiculous arguments of the
Schoolimen, which are very similar to those
of Pelagius and other doctors,—condemned
by the council of Trent. He confessed, in

|
|
|

[ sider the grace of our Saviour as the basis
'and only groundwork of our salvation.

| He wrote, moreover, by special permis-
sion, a long and elaborate discourse against
the doctrine admitted as an article of faith
by the council of Lateran in I215, aud
known under the barbarous name of 7ran-
substantion. Speaking at the same time
{about the ma-s, be styled it a lorrille
idolatry and profanation of'the Holy Supper,
and said that in this ceremony it was the
bread, not Christ, which was adored, adora-
tion which was not, of course, known to the
Fathers of Christianity, who simply taught
the faithful to raise their hearts aud adore

| . . .

{ the body of Jesus Christ, who is in heaven, |
| without standing at the symbol, or believing |
|
|

that it is really the divine substance, which
is thus multiplied every day in the thou-
"said, by the Romish Church. Gioffredo
went on observing, that by adopting it, it is
| not a wafer but the real body of Christ which
is offered in sacrifice, as this prayer shows;
Suscipe Sancte pater hane hostiam quam
offero tibt pro innumerahilibus peccatis meis.
Catholicism upsets all the doctrine of Scrip-
tures, which say, that by his sacritice once
made, Christ redecmed the sins of man-
kind,—thus proving that-no other sacrifice
was therefore required, &c.

About the morals he had preached to his
flock, Varaglia contessed that he always ad-
vised them to follow simply and exclusively
the Word of God,—to live with purity and

| justice—to subdue their passions,—and obey

| the orders of the legitimate authority, as far
as these orders did not conflict too directly '

with their faith.

Vhen they showed him theroyal u]em:oe
by which he was accused of heresy, Gioffre-
do tried to establish that he never did any-
thing against the king's laws,—that he sin-

| ply preached the lessons of the Gospel,
; without taking the liberty of interpreting
i God's word at his caprice, that in so doing,
he siwply followed the example of the Fa-
thers, who went and propagated the truths
:uf the Scripture in spite of the emperors’
"edicts and persecutions, so much like the
"abuses of which he was himselt the vic-
tim, &c.
The members of the tribunal asked him
' who were the persons by whom he had been
| assisted, advised, and supported in bis im-
{ pious propaganda—who and how many
| were his winisters in these functions, &ec.
. Gioffredo answered, with calmness and
dignity : « The number of the true believers
is so great, my lords, 3'?‘! is so rapidly in-
creasing every dey, that it you were to order
they should all be burnt, the wood would be
wanting for your tortures sooner tl‘mn l}:_e‘
preachers for the propagation of the Gospel !
His confession, his open un.d frank
! language, his earnest enll‘msinsm, his ecorn-
| fal manner, every thing, in one word, com-
bined to aggravate his position, and render
| inevitable bis condemoation and doom.
Several high personages tried 1o pexs
suade him to retract; among whom, were
| the bisbop he had been acquulptgd wul'h in
 better times, the president of St Juliana,
and other members of the parliament, with

[to France. But all their efforts were use-
lless; Gioffredo Varaglia stood inflexible.
“The contents of the Holy Scriptureﬂy". did
be still say, “are my only and sole religion ;

! one word, that Lis doctrine had been to (-(m-;

sands of walers that are consecrated, as is

I shall remain faithful to the teachings of
the New and Old Testaments ; and I shall
be happy to seal with my blood the truths
tha: have béen reveaied to me by our divire
Saviour.”

So mach firmness exasperated the inqui-
sitors, but excited the uumost admirativn and
sympathy in those who had the sare evan-
gelical faith with him. ‘The rumor of his
noble conduct spread even to Geneva, and
Jobn Calvin addressed to the poor prizoncr
a warm letter, wherein he expressed the
most enthusiastic admiration, and =alutary
advice. This letter was a great comfort to
Gioffredo, and supported him in his martyr-
dom. This letter bears the date of Decem-
ber 17th, 1557.

A few days later he was condemncd by
the parliament to be hanged, and Ins body
consumed by fire.

Scarcely had the day of the 25ih March
begun to dawn, than a multitude ¢f citizens
appeared on the square. A great festival
secmed to be at hand ; all the streets were
full of people; Piazza Castello was especi-
ally the centre of these movements. Old
men and infants, ladies and peasant women,
I noblemen and commoners, were flowing in
from every quarter. Windows, balconies,
terraces, even the roofs of the houses, and
any other place where one foot could stand,
disappeared under this ocean of human
beings, eager and anxious to gaze at the
man of great courage and terrible accusa-
tions. The son of a brave captian,—the
champion, once, of the Romish Church—the
dreaded foe and eloquent preacher against
the heretics,—this man had become, in his
mature age, the apostle and martyr of the
same heresy he so long warred against.
I Once an angel, and the favorite of the faith-
ful, who, considered him as a saint—he was
now a demon and the plaything of the
doomsman. From the day of his arrest, the
most curious and extraordinary tales had
been circulated concerning him—probably by
the maddened priesthocd—and the vulgar
gossip had soon enlarged and beautitied
these stories. It wesa true romance.

Opposite the eastern gate of the castle, a
lung pole was sunk into the ground, and
around this pole an immense pile of combus-
tible matter was hoarded up A little far-
ther off, seats were arranged in the form of
an amphitheatre, and prepared expressly for
the ecclesiastical and civil dignitaries, who
were to preside over the appalling spec-
tacle.

Towards 11 o'clock, A. M., the mournful
and dreary sound of the bells began to fill
the air. From the street and from the cath-
edral, defiled slowly an immense p?uv.‘saiun.
headed by a cross, and a rich standard re-
presenting St. Victor, the first bishop of
Turin—then came the archbishop with ali
his clergy, and a great cuncourse of monks,
who took tlieir seats upon the steps of the
amphitheatre. A moment later, ard the
draw-bridge was raised, and anotlier proces-
sion of men in black, came from the castle ;
they were the members of the Turinese par-
liament, entrusted by. Heory II., king of
France, to administer justice in Piedmont.
With their appearance, the mob’s impati-
| ence went on increasing at every moment,
| and the most eager and impatient eyes were
| gazing at the bridge on which the martyr
was about to appear. e finally appeared.
Received at first with an almost inaugdible
murmur, the noise increased by degrees, and
| soon became an appalling clamour, in which
cries of compassion and sympathy were
mixed with the most awful menaces and
[ vociferations.

Gioffredo Varaglia was enveloped in a

long tunic of a yellow, sulphurous hue: his
head was uncovered, and around bim crowd-
ed a multitude of friars, chanting the dying
man’s litanies, and parading in the crowd, as
it they were at a triumpbant ceremony.

Arrived at the foot of the pile, Gioffredo
was chained to the pole, and asked whether
he was willing or not to abjure his religious
doctrines. Ile answered, he was disposed
to do =o, if he was convinced from the Bible
of aiy error; but that he could not admit
' any other authority, since he did not know
any other basis of creed and guide of con-
duct but this Holy Book. These words
caused a profound sensation in the mulii-
tude, whose judgment had been distorted by
absurd calumnies, representing Gioffredo as
the most dangerous enemy of God and man.

Then was read the sentence by which he
was condemned to be strangled and burnt.
The executioner asked his forgiveness for
the awful duty he had to fulfil, and not only
did Varaglia pardon the doomsman, but he
added these beautiful and really Christian
words : “ I forgive thee, with ail my heart;
I forgive, hkewise, those who ordered my
arrest at Barge—those who brought me
here, as well as those who ondemned me
to death! Go on! fultil thy duty ; my death
will not be in vain !”

A few minates later, the noble man’s body
was burning in the flames, and his soul re-
posing in the bosom of his merciful God.
But the innocent’s blood gave new life to the
faith he died for, and fell back as a curse
apon the head of his murderers ; in a shrigk
of horror, humanity branded them with the
seal of reprobation ; the arms of religions
famaticism soon crumbled to pieces: and
here, at last, is the bright sun of Liberty
and Intelligence. The martyr had sowed
the seed ; we gather with thankfulness its
sweet fruits !

Experience of Family Prayer.

From the day that myselt and wife were
installed in our own bouse as a family, now
| nearly forty years, God has had an altar in
| our dwelling, and upon that altar the morn-
i ing and evening sacritice of prayer has been
i offered. This I have ever considered as an
imperative duty and a delightful privilege.
Perhaps no religious exercise in which a
;family can engage conduces more to its
| peace, its order, or its happiness. Perhaps-
| the head of a family never appears so digni-
| fied or g0 honourable, as when leading the
devotions of his houschold. Perhaps no
other service exerts so happy an intluence
| on the temper, aflection, and conduct of those
to whom he acts as a priest unto God.
. Aside from the spiritual good to which it
| directly and powerfully conduces, its bear-
{ ing upon the tewporal welfare of a family
| should secure its faithful observauce. With
| these sentiments I was early impressed by

throne of grace ; and I early decided,

but more by the example of |

bo daily led his Jamily to the
my father, who daily Jamily ‘h“f

if ever I became the head of & household, I

would adopt ¢
fraught, as

inz blessings,

often broucoht aca'nst

wlinse cares and busine

sapyic. ll) those
are r:ultiform, and
thonght it quite posaible that, i respert to

it might sometimes interfere with the
bat it
at the expiration

plans and purposes of the day, has

not proved 0,  And now,
of n":\r}_v In,-rt_\' years, [ean aver i vall trutis,
that we have seldom f ever wanted for
time.  Very seldom, inaeed, has any cir-
eumstance or providence 6codrred to prevent
our®assembling morning and evening, *“to
the Lord.” I jave
ghbours to Le «cca-
Lat
I kuown the instance, or

eall upon the name of
known some of my nei
sionally a little earlier at their Lasincss
never yet hav
ever thought it existed, {when my worldly
interests  sutivred from  attending 1o the
daties of farmily devotion—not one instance
in nearly forty years. But the beneiicial
induence has all been the other way, [ do
not mean to intimafe that God has wrought
miracies for us; and yet i nerpositions have
been so unexpected and so kind anticipated
obstacles so remarkably removed, ditfieulties

#o smoothed, and our pathway so clearly in- |
dicated, that it has seemied sometimes little |

less than miraculons.  The reading of the
loly oracles, iis precepts, warnings, pro-
mises, encouragemenis, followed by hunible,
fervent, importupate prayer, Las be:tes fitted
us for the duties of the day. 1 firmiy be-
lieve that the mind has been less disturhed
by the crosses and vexations common (o us
all.  'We have felt stronger ander the bai-
dens of life, and derived assurance ot the
Divine euidance and blessins—remember-
ing what Giod has said, « Call vpon me in
the day of trouble, nnd I will answer thee ;

and thou shale glorify me.” Thus prepared, |

we have in compuarative quiet passed on in
the journey of hife; our anchor Las been cust
on safe ground, and if onr bark has some-
times rocked, as storms will sometimes blow
and waves rise, our anchor has not dragged,
nor our been sabmerged,  In the
course of years, sons and daughters were
born to us. Tlhese evengs added new incen-
tives to call upon God, and invested the
privileze with new and increasing interest.

vessel

The hule dependent beings, who could sus- |

tain them ? who sately conduct them through
the perils and infirmities of childhood ?  We
felt that God alone in hLis wise providence
could do this.  Anl ws we had the daily
conviction that they were immortal beings,
and contided to our ca: :, we felt the need of
Divine wi~dom instruction to aid us in
fultiliing this most Linpertant trust,
all our watchlulness, we well knew that
we should be unable to direct them safely
over the stormy passage gf life.  We could
not be present with themn at al) times, Often
we could not know where they were; nor
could we foresee the temptations and trials
which would overtake them. These consid-
crations greatly enhance the value ot prayer.

and

In process of time, these children advanc-
ed to manhood and wowmanhood. In the
natural order of things they left us. Some
of them embarked in business. Some were
married, and have children growing up
around them. Under these circumstances,
ve find tamily prayer as great a privilege
now as formerly, perhaps even greater. We
Liave more to pray for, and even greater
solicitude on their account.  When
children were young, and the cold wintry
storm howled around our dwelling, their
mother, on the setting in of night, was able
to conduct them to their litle rooms, and
see them quietly and snugly in their bed;
each one beinx able to sav, as Cowper so
beautifnlly said of his mother,

“Thy nightiy

That thou mi

And now, as some of them
business, and often traveiling about, eitlier on
the dashing rail or in the tus~ing ship, expos-
ed to varied dangers, why <hould we not the
more frequently and the more 1 rvently com-
mend them to Gud?  Our prayers have
indeed been laid up tor them, and we trust
that God will be fuithtul to his gracions en-
cagements ; we cannot distrust him.  Every
day brings its desire to kneel down and comn-
mend ourselves and them again and again
to the God of all our mercies. 1tis a pri-
vilege which I think—,es, I dure aver—
that I would not surrender for all the gold
which will ever be gathered from the mines
of California. What good would all that
vold Ao us, it at the saine Lime we were ex-
cluded from the privilege of calling upon
our heavenly Father---ilf we must forego his
love and communion? The whole world
would make no amends for such a loss.

* Were | possesor of the earth,
And eslied the stars my own
Witheut thy graces ans thysel
I were a wreteh undone ™’

— Christian Witness.

vigjts to my elis yer made,

I waimly laid.

are men of

Py Sy
Humility.

Humility i= the first fruit of religion. In
the mouth of our Lord there 1< no inaxim so
frequent as the following : Whosoever exal-
teth himself shali be abased, and he that
humbleth himself shall be exalted. Reli-
gion, and that alone, teachesabsolute humil-
ity ; by which [ mean a sense of our abso-
lute nothingness in the view of infinite great-
ness and excellence.  That sense ot inferior-
ity which results from the c<)::1;):1ri~ml of
men with each other, is ofteu an unwelcome
sentiment forced npon the mind, which may
rather embitter the tentper than soften 1t;

that which devotion impresses is soothing |

and delightful. The devout man loves to
lie low at the footstool of his Creator, be-
cause it is there he attains the most hvely
perceptions of the dn'u.e‘cxcclicnc_e, u.nd the
most tranquil confidence in the divine favour.
In so0 august a presence he sees all distinc-
tions lost, and all beings reduced (o the same
level. He looks at his superiors
envy, and his inferiors without contempt ;
and when from this elevation he descends to
mix in society, the conviction of saperiority,
which must in many instances be felt, is a
calm inference of the understanding, and no
longer a busy, importunate passion of the
heart.— Rer. Robert Hall,

- —

Tue Devicurs oF BiNEvoLENCE.—If

there be a pleasure oa earth which angels |

cannot enjoy, and which they might almost
envy man the possession of, it is the power

of relieving distress; if there be a puin’

which devils might puy man for eaduring,
it is the death-bed reflection that we have
possessed the power of doing good, but that
we have abused and perveted it to purposes
of ill.--Bacon.

With |

our |

without |

The Bible.
BY BELNARD BARTON.

A fountain ever sprinkling,
Where the wearied may repair,
The heavy burden bringing
Ot sin aud of despair,

A hive of honev'd treasure,
Distil'd from Elcn's bowers,

Wkhere heaven-born hope with pleasure
May feed in winiry hours.

Drink for the sonl that's thirsting,
Comfort tor those that fear
Balm for the heart when burstinz,

May all be gather'd here

What added boon is wanting *
The blessing God mast give,

The gift ot faith by granting,
To read, believe, and live,

-—ea

From the Christian Advocate and Journal

Cicero on the Immortality of
. the Soul.

Two of the most valuable r‘;mrul CESAYS
that have been transmitted to us from the
ancients are Cicero's treatises— De Sener-
tute, and De Amicitia—concerning Old age
and Friendship. ‘They inculeate noble prin-
ciples, which are entorced with all the power
and beauty which elegance ot genius can
impart to truth of sentiment.

These are among the brightest gems of an-
cient lore, well known and praised by all
classical scholars, and most writers on the
immortality of the souls refer to the beaati-
ful argument which Cicero advances, in his
treatise on old age, to prove this glorious
doctrine. | improve an unoccupied hear by
transcribing some of the noble Roman ora-
tor's thoaghts on this theme, and (preferring
it to others) will follow Melmoth’s transla-
tion :—

¢ And now among the diflerent sentiments
of the philosophers concerning the conse-
quence of our final dissolution, may I not
venture to declare my own? and the rather
#s the nearer death advances toward me the
more clearly | seem to discern its real na-
ture.

I am well convinced, then, that my dear
departed friends, vour two illustrious fathers,
are 8o fur from having ceased to live, that
the state they now enjoy can alone with pro-
priety be called life.  The soul, during her
confinement within this prison of the body,
is doomed by fate to underge a severe pen-
ance ; for her native seat is in heaven, and
it is with reluctance that she is forced down
from those celestial mansions into those low-
er regions, where all is foreign and repug-
nant to her divine nature.® But the gods, |
am persuaded, bave thus widcly disseminat-
ed immortal spirits, and clothed them with
human lgdies, that there might be a race of
intellizent creatures, not only to have do-
minion over this our earth, but to contem-
plate the host of heaven, and imitate in their
 moral conduct the same beautiful order and
uniformity so conspicuous in those splendid
lorbs.  This opinion I am induced to em-
brace, not only as agreeable to the best de-
ductions of reason, but in just deference also
to the auothority of the noblest and most dis-
tinguished plilosophers. . . . T am further
contimed in my belief of the soul’s immor-
tality by the discourse which Socrates,
whom the oracle pronounced to be the wisest
of men, held upon this subject just betore his
death. In a word, when 1 consider the
faculties with which the buman mind is
dued, its amazing celerity, its wonderfu!
powcr in recollecting past events, and saga-
city in discerning future, tozether with its
'numberless discoveries in the several arts
and sciences, | feel a conscious convietion
that this active, comprehensive principle,
cannot possibly be ot a mortal nature. . . .
Indeed, if the soul were not naturally im-
mortal, ncver, surely, would the desire of
immortal glory be a passion which always
exerts iteelf with the greatest force in the
noblest and most exalied bosom s,

en-

Tell me, my friends, whence it is that
those men who have made the greatest ad-
vances in true wisdom and genuine philoso-
phy are observed to meet death with the
most perfect equanimity, while the ignorant

! and unimproved part of our species general-
| ly see its approach with the utmost discom-
posure and reluctance ? Is it not because
the more enlightened the mind is, and the
further it extends its view, the more clearly
it discerns, in the hour of its dissolution,
(what narrow and vulgar souls are too short-
sighted to discover,) that it is‘taking its flight
into some happier region ?

For my part | feel transported with the
most ardent impatience to. join the society
of my two departed friends, your illustrious
tathers, whose characters I greatly respected,
and whose persons I sincerely loved. Nor
is this my earnest desire confined to those
excellent persons alone, with whom 1 was
formerly conunected: I ardently wish to visit,
also, those celebrated worthies, of whose
honourable conduct | bave heard and
much, or whose virtues I have myself com-
memorated in some of my writings.t  To
this glorious assembly I am speedily ad-
vancinz; and I would not be turned back in
my journey, even upon the assurcd condition
that my youth, like that of Pelias, should
again be restored. . . .

I am far from regretting that life was be-
stowed upon me, as I have the satisfaction
to think that I have employed it in such a
manner as not to have lived in vain. In
short, | consider this world as a place which
nature never designed for my permanent
abode, and I look upon my departure out of
of it not as being driven from my habitation,
but as leaving my inn.

rend

*The doctrine of the sonl's existence prior to its eon-
pexion with the body was an opiniou of the highest an-
t.quity, and it can Le traced in the Chaldesn, Egyptian,
snd (reciun theology, to the mos<t remote periods.
Both the Pythagoric and Platonic schools adopted it

{ and they s, doubtiess, derived it from the Mosaical ac
count of the fald of wan.

t It was the belief oi those ancient philosopliers who
advocated the soul's immoriality, thet the felicity of a
{ tutnre Jite would not only embrace the renewal of tho-e
virtuous counexioos furmed in this world, but form un
fut'macy. atso, with the whele glorious a<sembly in ti.e
man-jous of the biest. Virgil beautifully refers to

wus 0b patriam pugnando vuinera pass, §e
“Iatriots who peri-h d for their country’s right,
Or nobly trinmph’d in the field of fight
I'here boly priests and sacred pocts stood,

Who sung with all the rap*ures of a god

Worthies who lite by useful srts retived,

With those who leave a deathless pxme bebind,

Friends of the world, and fathers of mankind.”’
Socrates in hisdying discourse expresses the highest
| satl faction in the thought that his d;:lhb"":‘“ Spe "j:‘
| way to thoss happy regions where be abould ineet UT
Pheynll, and Vomer, aad Tlestod, with other deparfed
spirits, who bad benefitted the world by thelr talents
and virtues.
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Thus to think and thus to act has enahled
me, pio, to bear up undgr a load of vears
with that vase and compln®@icy which both
you and Li'ius have so trequently, it seens,
remarked with admiration, as indeed it has
rendered my old age not only no incon-
venient state 1o me, lH” oeven an :l',:r-"t‘.ﬂ'h‘
And afier all, should tirm
persuasion of the soul's immortality prove
to be amere delusion, it is at least a pleasing
delusion, and I will cherizhi it 10 my latest
have the satistaction, in the inean
time, to be assured that if .Loath should wut-
terly extinzuish iny existence, as
minute philosophers : rt, the
hope I entertainid of an after-life in some
better state cannot expose me tothe derision
of these wonderful sages, when they and |
In all events, and even
almitting that our expectations of immorta-
lity are utterly vain, there 15 a certain pe-
riod, when would be
a consummation most carncstly 1o be desired :
for nature has appointed to the days of man,
asto all things else, their proper limits, be-
yond which they are no longer of any value.
In fine, oli age may be considered “ax the
last scenein the great drama of haman life ;
and oue would not surely wish to lenzthen
out his part till he sunk down, sated with
repetition and exhausted with fatigne.

Such were some ot the reflections of the
illustrious Roman orator, which cheered his
declining years. The cesay was written
not long before his death, and almost the
last actin his plilosophical character may be
considered us an explicit profession of his
belief of the soul's scparite existence in
future existence in a tuture Ciecro
must have beena very religious Roman, and
it is impossible to rend these passages, and
many ancient morali=i3, like Aristotle, Plato,
and others, without being a wizer and better
man for it. Not so with many of our
modern authors. G. 1. D.
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First Sermon of Whitefield.

_ It is on record that Geory » Whitelield was
a preacher of vncommon power.  This re-
cord is true.  His first sermon was an ear-
nest of his subsequent areatness, nnd reveal-
ed to his audience a preacher ot no ordinary

| character.
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‘That sermon, betore he delivere.) |

it, he seut to a clergyman to show that he |

was unfit to take upon him the important
work of preaching.  The clergyman * kapt
it for a fortnight, and then sent it back with
a guinea for the loan of it, tvllmg me he had
divided it into two, and had preached it
morning and evening to his congregation.”

When he had preached the sermon, he !

thus wrote to a fricnd:—* Glory ! glory!
zlory! be ascribed to an Almighty Triune
God. Last Sunday in the afternoon, |
preached my first scrmon in the church ot
St. Mary de Crypt, where | was baptized,
and also first received the Sacrament of the
Lord's Supper.  Curiosity, as youn may ea-
sily guess, drew a large congregation to-
gether on the occasion. ‘he sight at first a
little awed me; but | was comtorted by a
heartfelt sense of the divine presence, and
spon found the unspeakable advantage of
having been accustomed to public speaking
when a bay at school, and of exhorting and
teaching the prisoners and poor lwul,lu at
private houses whilst at the university. By
these means I was kept fromn being daunted.
As T proceeded, I pereeived the fire kin-
dled, till at Jast, though so young, and amidst
a crowd of those who had knrown me in my
intaat, childizh days, I trust | was enabled
with some de_ree of Gospel antho-
rity. Some few mocked, but most, for the
prl/‘Sl‘n!. seemed struck; and 1 have “ince
heard that a complaint had been made by
the bishop that | drove filicen persons m..d

to spe

by the first sermon.
as I am informed, wizhed that the maduness
might not be forgotten till the next Sunday.”

His firstappearance in London asa preach-
er is thus described : ** Oa entering the pul-
pit, his juvemle aspect cx ited a general
sneer ot contempt; but he had not =poken
: place to universal

i pleasure. The
‘ter at onee, and

London

long when the sneer oav
symptoms of wonder an
sermon stamped his chara
from that popularity in
continued to mncrease.’

time his
From this time onward to the diy of his
death, his preachins a
interest, and  was ux followed by im-
portant results He studied, and prayed,
and hved. to preach ; and wheo he preach-
ed, he spoke with authority,—* in demon-
stration of the Spirit and with power.”--
Unless he could exliort in a.private and so-
cial way, or have opportunity to preach
"« Chnst and hira crucitied” to the nualti-
tudes, he seemed tobeout of his clement.
When he could stand in the pulpit, no mat-
ter whether that pulpit was in the stately
church with its lofty spire pointing heaven-
 ward, or under the solitary tree, or in the
Looth, or in the open air with nothing but
the canopy of heaven for asounding board,
‘E"_ felt that he was in his Jl,’\[‘,"["/"]}l"‘ place,
and engaged in his appropriate calling. Here
he universally 1~rzwmm] himself
alarm the “.'l'r"ft'~~, and convirice the sinner
of his gui:'. and dancer, and strengthien and
comfort the pl‘n")" of God.
Whether speaking 1o th 5
of Loudoa, or the nultitades of
Moorfields, whether in Encland, or Wales,
or Scotland, whetlier in Great B
America, he always spoke with an unction
of the Holy One, uad was finally styl-d the
wprince of preachers.”  The testimony o2
 Franklin and a Hume, proves his power to
reach at least the ntellect of scholars and
philosophers ; the whitened [urrows made
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' with what effect he could adapt himself to
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