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Nethedism and the Spirit of the Age.

Among the many tlings that are said
about Methodism just now, there 1s noae,
perhaps, more commonly heard than that
Methodism is behind the age, and at vari-

ance with its spirit.

We have lately been puzzling ourselves
about the meauning of this saying:* 8o
oracularly do we hear it uttered, with such
impressive assent do we observe it to be re.
ceived, that we have thought there really
must be something in it; yet what is the
precise force of the dictum, as applied to
such an embodiment of Chrnistian power
and princdiple as the systeni of Wesleyan
Methodism, we have fuuad it very difficalt

to understand.

The first dificulty that struck us, was,
that we have found it used by professors of
religion in order to imply a censure upon
If an irreligious worldling had
complaioed thit Methodism was oppused
to the spirit of the age, we should bave un-
derstood him at once. We should-have re-
membered the words of an Apostle: —
““ Wherein they think it sirange that ye run
not with them to the same excess, speaking
But when professing Chris-
tians complain of ue in such terms, we
Our first impulse is
to ask such persons, What else did you ex-
Is it not the very aim and principle
of Christtanity, i every true and faithful
form of its development, to oppose the spiri
You say that
Is it then the case,
that you *‘run with them” in their ** ex-
You say that we are not sufliciently
conformed to the spirit and requiremeats of
Have you then forgotten the in-
juncuon, * Be not conformed to this world”

Methedism.

evil of you.”
way well be at a loss.
pect!
and practice of the world 1
we are behind the age.
cess?’

the age.

—this age—** but be transformed,” &ec. ?

"Surely, at first sight, and tuking language
in its obvious and ordinary seuse, what s
thus urged against us as a reproach, should
rather, 1 the estimation of a Christian, be
our honourable certificate of true conform-
T'he whole of New

ity to Christianity.

its form, or a part of Cliristendom has, un-t
awares, slipt from iis moorings,

possesses a further and emphatic singalarnity.

ers of Wesley to be up to the age, or con-
formed to its spirn!

agaiust the spirit of the age, and was not
his whole life one continuous cuergetic
protest and struggle agast that spirn!
Why, the cry that assails us 1s the very echo
of that whizh arose on every side azanst
him. Only that cry arose from the formalist,
or the profane—this comes not only from
the world, but often froin the professors of
spiritual Christianity.

¢ Methodism is st variance with the spint
of theage.”. ltis implied then that it ought
to be in agreement withit.  Are we to un-
derstand, from thig, that each branch ol the
Christian Church ought continually w0 a-
dapt its form and teachinzs to the character
of the age in which 1t flourishes? T'hen
must truth lose its nature, and become as
changeful in form and bue as error.  "I'hen
the world and Christ, Mammon and God,
pleasure aud piety, selfishness and self-de-
nial, are no longer twain but one.

But, perhaps, the objection which we
have been counsidering is not to be taken in
its obvious sense, and yet has a meauny
which is weighty and important.  Uunless
the Millennium in all its glory has already
arrived, it muyst be admitted that the spirit
of the age, in the general and most obvious
seuse of that exptession, must be oppased
to the rule of primitive aud living Ciiris-
tianity. But pussibly some special sense
mayv be discovered in which the deveiope-
ments or embodiments of Christianity ougin
to be in agreement with the spirit ot the
aze, and in which Methodism is not in such
ﬂgf(’e“lell(. lt, \V()Ul'l seen as ul')‘l;h there
must be some such sense, and that uither
obscure nor remote,—or how can we ac.
count for the currency which the objection
we are examiuung, has acquired—and for
the complaceut and satislied decisiveness
with which it is urged by many moderately

‘T'estament teaching i3 consonant with the
words of our Saviour, when he said, * My
kingdom is not of this world ;" and of his

Apostle, when he wrote, *‘T'he fricudsh
of the world is enmity with God.”

P

“ Methodism is opposed to the spirit of

the age.” Beitso.
be condemned !

Aud must it thereflore
1low then shall the teach-

ing of our Lord and St. Paul eseape cou-

demnation 1

Let us listen to the words of

the latter: .** The Jews require a sizn, and
the Greeks seek after wisdom, but we preach
Christ crucified, to the Jews a btu'mhlmg
block, and to the Greeks foolishness.” —

Tle Jews demanded a religion sizualised !

by miraculous splendour, and by earthh

pomp and glory.

I'he Greceks looked for

dialectic subtlety, philosopine speculations

sonorous and artiicial elogueuce. >
Paul preached a wysterious yet sample,
s;;:r':uul and sell‘-dcnym: farth, noc 1a 4
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words which wman's wisdom would hive

tiught, but in the howmely encrocne s

guaye dictated by the Spinit. No dou
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both Jews and Greeks were ready wilh the

objection that Paui’s dostrine and mann

or

of teacining were altozetier beluud the age,
and by no meaus adapied to such eubgit-

ened, and enlhvated, and fast-goine times

Venly it would

as those m which he fived.

seem’ that the reproaches of Christ-and his

apostles have fallen upon us.

It does, then, appear very singular that

this kiad of objection, most mdetnit -y ex-
pressed asit 1is,—an objection wineh sounds
at least like praise, rither than blawe,
when apphed 1o a prolessediy  relizious
body,—1t does, we sav, seem extreme
sirange that thie kwnd of objection, without . sull very femariabiy and mnportantly

ly

wformed, every-day people?

Aud yet we confess ourselves to be con-
siderably at a loss to discover the sense in-
tended.

The present age ix perhaps more univer.
sally and characteristically distinguished by
activity of principles and elements,—by the
wmultiplication of powers, means, and azeu-
cies, and by the diffusion of intelligence, —

articles of our belief have been denied or !';—\\i jnin in {‘ .
. ]
sluered with doabtl. A species ot anti leluy [ that Methodism w outce

The objection as urged against Weslevans | more subtle and learned, mare polne, and | whose mighty,

wary, and seutimental, than that of Priesiley

Who ever could have expected the fllow- | and Belshvn, but not less destrucuve 1o
Caristian fanh and hope, rose, hike a for,
Was it oot John |10 Germany oand, having long overspread
Wesley who, 100 years ago, led the onset I llh'u fand, has now setiled in some parts «(;,l~
tns conntry, branzing upon the souls Gl
those who sit under ats vha low, chill and

darkness, and wildermeunt,

i has not.
Caun thhis be the sense in which it

spirit of ghe age ?

pﬂ!a!}lll ase,

of the Bibls ** priesthood.”

has been opposed by the Wesleyans.

present age,

w fault,
opponenis intend by their outcry !
suppose not

age, which we will name.  Aud if this

vurselves to be entirely at a loss,

guisied by opposition to the aathority

than by any other attributes.  But surely
the complaint of our censors is not that in
these respects Wesleyan Methodism i3 Le-
hind the age.  We will not say that the ob-

titute of force. But we are sure that this
L 13 not the sense in which our reprovers urge
i, their around of complaat s conceived

hve no desire to see onr encrzy and activity
Cicreaseds They are evidentdy both jealous
vl alarmed at the mtluence we have alrea-
dy acquired, aud tiie power which we con-
tuaiily exert. They wnow well that, how-

tue coustant, systematic, and maunitol 4
twvity required by the preseut times, we yet
possess a comprehensive, enerretic, and

1

diversified system of plins and asencies,

Nir bettey adupted, and far more susceptible |

necesstties and opportunities of the tmes, !
t

1in s possessed by any other denanination
of Chinstians, They know that soite o/ the
motley and manilold terests und cumities
learued agatnst us, we are, even at s
mouient, exerting a more intense, ditfusive,
and peneteating influcuce upon the masses
of the population, than any other religious
i hody,

!
i.;l' continual adaptauion, to the muitplying
|
|

Less gener iy and characteristica!ly, hut
, the

any specitic charge, should pass current | presentage inas been distinguished by the
among rehgmus pcupls a3 an ohku'i, red- x cutcation ol rationalistic and semj-vall-

sonabie, and mowentous grauud of com- | cal opimons on rehizious subj-crs,

plaur agamst Metuo fism,

t

I\lamy

A priore, the | of the thungs wiich were “most surely be-

fact mupiied would seein to clatm commen- | hieved” among us, have come to be con-
dation, yet some how, with many people ! sidered, in certwn quarters, as doubful,—
who profess relizion, 1t 1s at ouce and with-| ‘I'lie sulliciency, aud, 1 part at Jeast, the
out inquiry accepted as a presmnption of | historical and doctrinal truth of the Sacred

jection so applied would be altogether des—l

evir defective we may be in comparison of

dC- |

rank and utluence.
or less, throughout Euraope.

st of the lower classes 1 almost

!

nnlestations ot the
evil,

Some of those |
who find fault wuh Methodism have, we

know, been led captive and astray by this
delusive **spieit of the aze "—but Method-
Huberto, through the mercy
of our God, we have light 1o our dwellings.
15 cow-
plained that we are not couvlurmed to the

‘T'here is yet another characteristic of the

goverament, und to the gradations of social
| This 15 the case, more !
f The soctalism |
!u:'b‘wnzerlum! and Frauce, the republican-
i every
state of the Contment, the chartism and low !

]

t

Tu clode alliance with the tendzncy just
described, is another characteristic of the'
There is a school of pohin.
ciaus, who, believing more devoutly in the
divinaty of man than in the being of a per-
sonal God,—in human perfectibility than
in man’s accountability, or i divine reve-
lation,—would iustruct the oation in sci-
euce and morality, without the aid of Bible
teaching, and would train each son of nan
to be his own priest and prophet, without
any help denived from the enervating spe!l
of ** Chsistian superstition,” or the intfluence
The Manches-
ter scheme of education, promoted chiefly
by men of the school of Fox and Dawsou,

An \
insult, doubtiess, to the * spiritof the age !”’

‘T'he revival of absurd and doting super-| Hence on every haud the parrat
stitions, aiso,—a reaction from the former | heard— * Methodism is be
prevalence of profane irrehigiousness i the | of the age”—and each p
Ministers of the Lstablished Church, and | pu
in the higher classes of the nation, induced
by the piety and zeai of Noncouformiss,
and the wcreasing power and spread ot Dis.
senting principles, —this has been one o!
the most remarkable charactenstics of the
Aud the Tractarian, doubt-
less, thinks that 1 opposing tius tendency
ot the age, Mcthodism has been grievously
Butis s what cur * reformmsy”’
We

1s

not what our opponents mean, we confess
The
present is, very emwently, among some
classes of the commuuity, an age distin-|

ol
'

i

radicalisin 1o Looland, are all but various

sime wide-spreading

|
{ ol our gospc morality ¢ wot to speak evil '

of diguizes,”

be subjecttothe hizher powers.”

rall to a common level,

humaniy,

]

{1 ¥ . . -
same spint which amimated our fathers

i the civse of the
(34

aud lasting peace.

ot anarchy and revolution,

capabuities of man, levelling charusts

We are no admirers
fof an unhinited democracy, and can see no
‘:uulh or piety 1 the S.i.\'ll)é, ror pepull

vor Dt Lot respect we certainly are
uot couformed to the spirit of the 'u"e,
| which, alier aliy 1s Lut the spirit of f.le-n
Vo God, we are convinced, has
vlaced Methodisin as the break water awainst L.
sten like his pure and simpre siyle,

[} 5 e :
| which the waves of democratic raze mav
Lvanaly dashithe nselves o foam; amd, i the

at

‘ list century, and the be- f
gimng of the piesent,—- sporit of loyalty !
aud duty 1o the powers it l»e,——-\\’i!f wo !
adbere to the cause of ool rights aud
est nb_hnhcd order, because “-Z are c‘rmvinccd ‘
that 1t s also the cause of justice, religion, !

No wonder, such being
our position and our power, that we are re-
aarded with deadly dishike Ly the apostles
Fierce demo-
crats, proud theerists whout the rizhts and

and
soctidsts, —ail who are enviously ¢rssatistfied

pwit therr socnal positon, — all who are

| 1Bg - - :

. ‘ l Ctopan dieamers about an ideal repablic

serious faultiness.  Surely there must bave | Scrpluies; the natural depravity of man ;| of virtee, equainty, and peace
i b v ’

been somne clmug‘e v the ancient land- . the proper Deity ol the S-»'u of God; aud| e“j.!-lged.m the war ol tiie masses with vested | servation, anl every e B
marks. Lither Chostawity has changed {the personality of the Holy Spini; these| nzhts, civil authority, and ancicut privileze, I ad,;mm;e_ Ls youtk Liad nut beea W

—all who are’

they cannot overcomne,
euce of Methodism
Britain cannot be the s
violent revolutog,

by the crowds of ¢ha

throng 1o hear Me, Griffuly hara
whao Congrerale ey

Munisters und
this undersiond by theorete

the school of Hume and Miy
; |
thar Ilus(l'lly to Me““’dlsm? » and benu

npposed Lo the sp ritof the
with thouginty! and prons
uotits condemnation, bay j

unzodly and
witerests It lrowns up
specalation i phiosopiiy
trinal error; it refuses to ]
class of party cry.
tocracy, it panders not
veither upholds

the acceptance wlich the )

Phiee an old patrnareh,
iiunplx.:ll\' PHE Yo ai oace at your ease, and

Ciiahi over the whole of his discourse.

Tull phav, and Lo L

KOVEMPER ¢

I, of course, ony ¢
hose tnfliuence "!w‘zn‘um
though Pistive o

g ".utanu
Sulony ug gl 'u.ﬂu'
rea nng undmmm‘mj.
rcene of o sudde, ..r‘
Wellis this und

ratiyy
FUSS aud socialog N !
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Jue, BT
Assa| One

“"‘“, toa, 1y

o
epublicang of

10 sl ang
oy peuple,
r

Methodisu is, then, 1w thig last <o
S Q.

age. Bugy,,
men, shoyly b;
[IE} glurv.

i fact, VPPunes iselftn Gvary
merely seifiqly pPrineiple 0
‘Ml every eI e
and tvery

Methodism,

) Wee
'y oan :\ny Merg
It fatters not 1he ane.

) dezuucracy. It
he Esablished Charey

nar jolas 1 the biter cursing |
fierce dissent, y
oes are many ?

o of low
vt wonder, then, thy e
Aud liere 15 1he secret of

. phiase on which
we have been Counnenting has recejve

Al e
Eich party which has adopted us ity charse

tenisuc any special heresy or special selfish
eund, flatters uself that 1he

colour aud chiaracter fron i

age 1s taking iy
J tself; and would
assume that Opposing it we oppose the
mighty and prevaling spirit of the age.—
PALnitcly iy
hind the spirit
. ch party that uses i
113 upon it the meaning which best accords
with s peculiar views.

Bat surely it is time that Christiang
dropped thus senseless outery,  What—

15 1t come o this, that the Christian armies

are to gather beneath a banner on whick i
mscribed  * The Spirit of the Age!”

N— ——
Lamily Civele.
}‘;i:x!.gin in the Sa:lul Cirele. ”

BY WILLIAM WIRT,

Never had I knowan such a fireside oom-
panion as he was, both ayv a statesman and
a pitosapher; he never shoue e a light
more winoniny, than when he was seen
the domestic circle. 1t was ouce my good

Hortune to pass two or three weeks with him

at the house of a gentleman in Pennsylve
nia, and we were contived to the house du-
rine the whole of that tme by the uure

Lty eoustaney and depth ol the snows,

But confinement couid not be felt where
De. Franklin was an inmote.  His cheer
fulness and s coilogquinl powers spread

iy . - Lo this evil Methodist intlaence ever | around him a perpetual spring. OF Frank-
th be something radical and vieal. 'They | has been and must be opposed. It isa pan

lin o one ever became ured. There was
uo ambition of elogrence, no effirtto shine

but to 1each ““every soul to ‘ i anythise which came from hun, There

We have | was nothing which made any demand either
no sympuathy with those who love revole-!
Chon for s own sake, or who wish to reduce

epos Your alegiance or your admration.
s moanner was just as un 1fFected 28 -

fanev. I was Natwe's speil.  He talked

and s pluuness and

vave you the full wnd tree pusoessio aud
use o all your facuities. _
Hes thouhts were ol'a cfnﬁd!f’r to shive

Cby their own Lisht, without any adventitious

a medirm of vr
10 ex-

Thev requred oniy

Bibit to the shiest advantaze their native
radiance aed beauty.  1hs cheerlulness was
It seemed (o by as maeh the
{ the

vnroanliting,

sveicinatie and  sulutary exercise 0

l;.nu:!, as of Its superier organization. Hu
wit was of Uie Lir-t orler. It did not
show wself mercly in ucm:iwn.il' corrusc¥
tons, bat, withoai any effert orforce on s
part, it ahed a constant stredm of P‘l;,’;:t

mnons or nobles,
0 man; always
is faculties m
most pertectly at his ease, his facultie ,
1 erbit of his gemus lof
i hen the
ever ¢lear and uncinaded Aud LL).;wn o
stores of his mind were inexhaust e_.on -
Lad commenced Lic with an a!l;'u;:“ bs
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r ident was wurne
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