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tUcslcnmm. articles of otir belief have be»*» deui-d or 

: slurred wiili doubt. A species ol infidelity
its form, or a part of Christendom has, un 
aware*, elipt from iis moorings.

The objection as urged against Weelevan* i llll,re subtle and learned, more polite, and
- ■ > — —• --*1 -■>....................I .1..........................  *L... c i*_: -t

( From the bimion }Vatckmnn.)

letiwdiim end thf Spirit of the Ate.
Among the many things that are said 

about Methodism just now, there is none, 
perhaps, more commonly heard than that 
Methodism is behind the age, and at vari
ance with its spirit.

We have lately been puzzling ourselves 
about the meaning of this saying:1 So 
oracularly do we hear it uttered, with such 
impressive assent do we observe it to be re- 
ceived, that we have thought there really 
must be something in it ; yet whit is the 
precise force of the dictum, as applied to 
such so embodiment of Christian power 
*ni principle as the system of Wesleyan 
Methodism, we have found it very difficult 
to understand.

The first difficulty that struck us, was, 
that we have iound it used by professors ol' 
religion in order to imply a censure upon 
Methodism. If an irreligious worldling had 
complained tbit Methodism was opposed 
to the spirit of the age, we should have un
derstood him at once. We should here re
membered the words of an Apostle : —
“ Wherein they think it strange that ye run 
not with them to the same excess, speaking 
evil of you.” But when professing Chris
tians complain of oe in such terms, we 
may well be at a loes. Our first impulse is 
to ask such persons, What else did you ex
pect! Is it not the very aim and principle 
of Christianity, in every true and faithful 
form of its development, to oppose the spirit 
end practice of the world Î You say that 
iee are behind the age. Is it then the case, 
that “ run with them ” in their “ex
cess !” You say that we are not sufficiently 
conformed to the spirit and requirements of 
the age. Have you then forgotten the in
junction, “ Be not couforined to tins world” 
—this age—“ but be transformed,” «Le. ?

Surely, at first sight, and taking language 
in its obvious and ordinary sense, what is 
thus urged against us as a reproach, should 
rather, in the estimation of a Christian, be 
our honourable certificate of true conform
ity to Christianity. The whole of New 
Testament leaching is consonant with the 
words of our Saviour, when he said, “ My 
kingdom is not of tins world and of Ins 
Aposile, when he wrote, “ The friendship 
of the world is enmity with God.”

“ Methodism is opposed to the spirit of 
the age.” Be it so. And must it therefore 
be condemned ! llow then shall the teach
ing of our Lord and St. Paul escape con
demnation ? Let ua listen to (lie words of 
the latter: “The Jews require a sign, and 
the Greeks seek afier wisdom, hut we preach I 
Christ crucified, to the Jews a stumbling 
block, and to the Greeks foolishness.”— ! 
The Jews demanded a religion signalised 
by miraculous splendour, and by earthh 
pomp and glory. The Greeks looked h.r 
dialectic aublluty, philosophic speculation- 
sonorous and artificial eloquence. II o 
Paul preached a mysterious yet simple, a 
Spiritual and self-denying faith, not i , i t - 
words which man’s wisdom would h no 
tiught, but in the homely eiierg.-uc lan
guage dictated by the Spirit. No dm: in 
both Jews and Greeks were ready wi.li lue 
objection that Paul’s d i urine and manner 
of teaching were aliogeluer behind the age, 
and by no means adapted to such enlight
ened, and cultivated, and fast-going times 
as those in which lie lived. Verily u would 
seem that the reproiches of Christ and Ins 
apostles hive fallen upon us.

It does, then, appear very singular that 
this kind of objection, most indeliiiil by ex
pressed as it is,—uu olijociion which sounds

possesses a further ami emphatic singularity. 
Whoever could have expected the follow-

wary, ami sentimental, than that of Priestley 
and Belshin, but not less de-truclive to

ers of Wesley to be up to tbe age, or con- > Christian ftub and hope, lose, like a fog, 
formed to its spirit? Was it not John | ln Germany ; mid, Invmg long overspread
Wesley who, 100 years ago, led the onset 
against the spirit of ttie age, and w as not 
his whole life one continuous energetic 
protest and struggle against that spirit? 
Why, the cry that assails us is the vet y echo 
of that which arose on every side against 
him. Only that cry arose from the formalist, 
or the profane—this comes not only from 
the world, but often from the professors of 
spiritual Christianity.

“ Methodism is st variance with the spirit 
of theAge.” ll is implied then that u ought 
to be in agreement with it. Are we to un
derstand, from this, that each branch ol the 
Christian Church ouglit continually to u- 
dapt its form and teachings to the character 
of the age in which it flourishes? Then 
must truth lose its nature, and become as 
changeful in form and hue ae error. Then 
the world and Christ, Mainmotv and God, 
pleasure and piety, selfishness and self-de
nial, are no longer twain but one.

But, perhaps, the objection which we 
have been considering is not to l>e taken in 
its obvious sense, and yet lias a meaning 
which is weighty and important. Unless 
the Millennium in all its glory has already 
arrived, it must be admitted that the spirit 
of the age, in the general and most obvious 
sense of that expression, must be opposed 
to the rule of primitive and living Chris
tianity. But possibly some special sense 
nuv be discovered in which the develop.*- 
nients or embodiments ol Christianity ought 
to be in agreement with the spirit ol the 
age, and in which Methodism is not in such 
agreement. It would seem as though there 
must he some such sense, and that m illier 
obscure nor remote,—or how can we ac
count for the currency which the objection 
we are examining, lias acquired — and lor 
the complacent and satisfied decisiveness 
with which it is urged by many moderately 
informed, every-day people? (

And yet we confess ourselves to he con- I 
sideraldy at a loss to discover the sense in-1 
tended.

The present age is perhaps more univer
sally and characteristically distinguished by 
activity of principles and elements,—by t he 
multiplication of powers, means, and agen
cies, ami by the diffusion of intelligence,— 
liian by any other attributes. But surely 
the complaint of our censors is not tint in 
these respects Wesleyan Methodism is be
hind die age. We will not say that the ob
jection so applied would be altogether des
titute of force. But we are sure that this 
is not I lie sense in which our reprovers urge 
it. Their ground of complaint is conceived 
to be something radical and vital. They 
Ii,«e no desire to see our energy ami activity 
lii.’iea-ed. Tiiex are evulelllly both jealous 
ni I alarmed at the 'uiluence we have alrea
dy acquired, and the power w hich we con- 
linn illy exert. They know well tint, how- 

! ever defective we may he in comparison of 
j the c instant, systematic, and manifold ac- 
I 11v11y required by the present limes, we. yet 

piis-ess a comprehensive, energetic, and 
! dner-dird system of pi,fus and agencies,
! fir belle} adapted, and far more susceptible 
. ol c intitulai adaptation, n> ilie iniiltiplving 
| necessities and opportunities of the limes.

that land, has now settled in some parts id | by the crowds of chartisi- ami

__of course, join ill the outrry *j,|B„
lint Methodism whose influence ihej („r 
wlv>s<t mighty, though passive rdiiUiw#', 
ihey cannot overcome. Si> lung ml* Uiq11’_
euce of Methodism maims u*idimintwtvwa 
Bril oin cannot he the scene of a sudden 
violent revolution. \\ ell is this uiidri-t,,-!

tuts country, bringing upon the souls of 
those wti.i sit nivler its elm low, chill and 
darkness, and wilderment. Some of tho-e

Sl‘rial|>ts v»!i,throng to bear M r. Grtffiih"'^ ,
who congregate ,o msnl, ,lld - • 
Ministers and god y pe(,p|e_ w ,. °“r

who find fault with Methodism have, xve j tins understood by theoretic r , : l,">' *»
know, been led captive and astray by ibis I the «cliool of llmoe and Miall ’l011" '4
delusive “spirit of the age lout Method- i tfu ir lioaiilii» n. M-.i-.i. ' heni«
ism has not. Hitherto, through ilie mercy 
of our G.id, we have light in our dwellings.
Can this be the sense in which it is com
plained that we art; not couforined to the | 
spirit of /the age ?

In cl,nie alliance with the tendency ju.-t 
described, is another characteristic of the ! interest, h frowns un.,11

1 1 i- « , » 44 t pertuei.ipresent 041». 1 here is a school ol pohti- • sp<’ciliii»n in philosophy lll(j vu.
cims, who, believing more devoutly in the | tniial error ; it relu • • '

sense

tluir hostility to Methodism.
Methodism is, liien, m this Iasi 

opposed to the sp ru of the age. Bu. mi, 
with though,l«j' ami punis men, shuuld bt 
not its condemnation, hut its glory.

Melhodi-m, in fact, opposes ilselftn éVêry 
ungodly ami merely selfish principle 
interest. *' f*'"“........

-es t,,
dtvimry of mm than ill the being of a per- (class or party cry. H fl!" ïn^ WSfe
..___1 v- .1 ... «...... .. ......r ... : 1.: 1 :... .1__ . ......... ' . tiers not the arm

tocracy, it panders not to democracy, h 
neither upholds tlie Established Church 
nor join* in ilie buter cursing of |,i* anil 
tier ce dissent. XYiial wonder, llieu, thaï in 
toes are many ? And livre is the suetti «f 
live acceptance winch ihe phrase on uhich 
we have been commenting Ii is received.— 
Kich parly winch has adopted us its chirw- 
tenstic any special heresy or special saltish 
end, flatters itself that the age is taking its 
colour and character from itself ; and would 
assume that in opposing it we oppose thi 
mighty and prevailing spirit of the sge.— 
Hence on every hand the parrot-cry is 
heard— “ Methodism is behind the sprit 
of the age”—and each party that uses it

soival God,—in human perfectibility than 
in man’* accountability, or in divine reve
lation,—would instruct the nation in sci
ence nod morality, without the aid of Bible 
teaching, and would tram each son of man 
to be bis own jiriest and prophet, without 
any help derived from ihe enervating spell 
of" Christian superstition,” or the influence 
of the Bible “ priesthood.” The Manches
ter scheme «if education, promoted chiefly 
by men of the school ol fox and Dawson, 
lias been opposed by the Wesleyans. An 
insult, doubtless, to the “ spirit of the age !”

The revival ol absurd ami doting sujver- 
stiiious, also,—a reaction from the former 
prevalence of profane irrcligiousness in the 
Ministers of the Established Church, and ! puts upon it the meaning which besliccordi 
in the higher classes of the nation, induced j with its peculiar vigvip». 
bv the piety and zeal of Nonconformists, 1 •’ -

| ami the increasing power and spread ol Dis- 
sealing principles, — this has been one of 
the most remarkable characteiislics of the 
present age. And the Traetarian, doubt- j 
less, thinks tli.it lit opposing tins tendency i 
of ilie age, Methodism lias been grievously I 
in fault. But is tins w hat our “ reforming " j 
opponents intend by their outcry ! We j 
suppose nut. |

There is yet another characteristic of the ! 
age, winch we will name. And if this is 
•ml what our opponents mean, we confess 
ourselves to be entirely at a loss. The 
present is, very eminently, among some 
classes of the community, an

But surely it is time that Christian*
1 dropped tins senseless outcry. Wli.it — 

is ii come to tins, that Ihe Christian armies 
, are lo outlier beneath a banner oil which u 
: inscribed “ The Spirit of ihe Age?"

fir,niln Circle.
r, ilviiu iu the Saclal Cildfc

Il Y WILLIAM Wl BT.
Never had I known such a fireside com

panion as be was, both as a statesman imd

than is possessed by any other <bm .min tlnni ! which tiie

a philosopher; be never shone tu s light 
.age dislin- i more wmumg, titan w hen be was seen in 

guished by opposition to the authority of ( tho domestic circle, h was once my good 
government, anil to the graduions of social : fortune to piss two or three week- with hmi 
rank and influence. 1 Ins is the case, more ! ,-n the house of a gentleman in Peitiisylva- 
or less, throughout Europe. The socialism nia, mid we were confined to the house da- 
ot Swiizerlaiu! and franco, the republican
ism of the lower classes in almost every 
slate of the Continent, the chartism and low 
radicalism in England, are all but various 
m miles! liions «il the same wide-spreading j fulness 
evil. lo this evil Methodist influence ever 
has been and must he opposed. It is a part 
ol our gos/ul morulthj *• not to speak evil 
of dignities,” but to leach “ every soul to 
be subject lo the Inglicr jvowers.” We hove 
no sympathy with those who love revoie- 
*i“*t h,r ,ls own sake, or who wish to reduce 
all to a common level. We are no admirers 
ol an unlimited democracy, and can see no 
truth or piety in the saving, “i■o.rpcpnti1 
coi l)ii. lu tins respect we certainly are 
not conformed V» the spirit of the age, 1 
v Inch, al.er ah, is hut ihe spirit of fdlen i 
Immunity. God, we are convinced, lias 
f'luccd Methodism as the breakwater

ring the whole of that lime by the uurs- 
muling constancy and depth of ttie snows. 
But «•oiifmemenl couij not be fell wlirrs 
Dr. franklin «vus un inutile. His cheer- 

nid lus colloquial powers spread 
around linn a perpetual spring. Of Frank
lin no one ever became tired. There w«s 
no ambition of eloij lenee, no effort to shill* 
iu anything which came from linn. Thrr* 
w as nothing w hich made any demand either 
upo.i vmir allegiance or your admiration.

Mis 
fanev.

L'2-SlOU aud

shine

at least like praise 
when applied in a professedly religious 
body,—it does, we say, seem extremely

ol Christians. They know lb it, spite of Hie 
motley and manifold interests and enmities 
leagued against us, we are, even at tins 
moment, exerting a more intense, diffusive, 
and penetrating influence upon the masses 

r alter than blame, j *>f die population, than any other religious

waves ol democratic
against 

rage may
vainly <1 ash themselves to fouin ; and, in the 
same spirit which animated our fathers at 
the close ol the l ist century, and the be
ginning ol the present,— a sp rit of loyally 
and duty to the powers that lie,—will we 
adhere to the cause of i'g.al rights and 

, j v. est ibiislied order, because «vc are convinced
Less "etier illy and characteristically, but that it is also the cause of just ice, religion, 

strange that this kind of «'ejection, without ' still ver'y ^euurkaldy and importantly, the and lasting peace. No wonder such being 
* r* ,ec7fc cliarue, should pass current ! present age lus been ,I,slit.gmshed by the our posttioi, and our power tha we are re- 
sinon ' religious t.c„ ,1 : as an obvious, rea- | inculcation of rat.m.al.Mtc and semi-scepu- jarded wt.h deadly dislike by .be apos.les 

sonabie and im.imuiiotis ground of com- cal opinions mi religious subj-cts. Many ol anarchy and revolution Tierce d s 1 , , j . . 9 j uriuri the I of ilie things w'.ncli wvre ,e most surely l>e- crals, jiruutl tliecrists iihuui t.ie rights

... .. .v-o*, «»,»«.
d-t.on vet some hmv with many people ! sidered, iu certain quarters, as doub'ful.— »ocw..s's,_.„l w no a.« enviunaly ..issatMied Who Lfewrel, mou, ,*t „ at once ...d wtth- j The sufficiency, mtd, part at lea,,, the nyt.. their social positton.- al who are 
Ll iLiry accepted as a presumption of Instoncal and doctrmal Uutl, ol the bacred , v.opian creamers about an .deal republic 
LàâtLLumeJ. Surelv there .oust have Sciptu.es; the natural deprav.ly ot man ; | «H r.rtne, equattty, and peace,-all w ho are 
Teen some clung a the ancient land-1 the proper Dctv o. the So,, o God ; and j engaged ... the « :,r ot tuc masse, with voted 
marks L.tber Chnsuautiy has changed i the personal,ty ut the Holy bp.i.t; these 1 rights, civ,1 autl.ontv. am!

mo
an 11 
aud

inner was just .is mi i.'F-cted as Hi
lt was Natu.e’s spell, lid I a I k ed 

like an o!«| p itriireh, and Ins pi tinness and 
simplicity put v.>«i ai oiive at y.mr rase,and 
give you l.'ie full mid Ir^u pussvss 
use of all your faculties.

Il's thougbis were of a clrrrtfctrr to t 
by their own light, w iihnui any adventitious 
aid. They req nrv.1 only a meiJrmi of ve 
si.m like Ids pure and simple style, to ev- 
lubil to the highest advantage their iiativ* 
radiance aud beauty. His cheerfulness was 
uur .uniting. It seemed l , lie us much ths 
»> si «'•malic and salutary exerci-e of the

iiziuon. Hu 
It did not 

currusc*- 
force oil lit»

constant stream of purrs.
discourse. XVhs- 
minus or iiablds, 

'•■' ,v-- .Iw the , me- pi mi man; always 
In- ease, his faculties in 

lull p! iy, and • I ;|, orbit ol In - genius for 
ever cleir and unclouded. And then ths 

of lus mind were inexhaustible* H* 
life with an attention r> 
king bad escape! hi* ol<- 

»..„t was turned u>

r.iind, ;:s of its superior org 
wit was of the ilr-t or .’er. 
show itself merely in occasion.: 

but. without auv effort or ilions,
pari, it shed a 
iiglit over the whole 
liter tu the cniv.p iiiv 

was
iiio-t perl.-cl.y at

.f his
■ f Co

stores ol Ins mtm. 
had ei'inmence.l 
vigil in:, f;i it not 
-erv an.m, a : ; I ei vry

,vi «nid tnicieiit f>rivtlege, I atlvanl age. 11 is y out!: h-d not beCU >l
inch. lasted


