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LETTERS OF RECOMMENDATION

Apostolic Delegation.
i Ottawa, June 13th, 1905.

Thomas Cofte;
-;'ly Dur’ Su.—ginoo coming to Canada I have
been a reader of your paper. 1 havenoted with satis-
faction that it is directed with intelligence and
ebility, and, above all, that it is imbued with a strong
Catholic spirit. It strenuously defends Catholic
rinciples and rights, and stands firmly by the teach-
and authority of the Church, at the same time
omoting the best interests of the country. Follow-
g these linesit has done a great deal of good for
the welfare of religion and country, and it will do
more and more, as its wholesome influence reaches
more Catholic homes. 1 therefore, earnestl y recom-
mend it to Catholic families. With my blessing on
your work, and best wishes for its m_nunued succesgs

Yours very sincerely in Christ,
DonaTtus, Archbishop of E hesus.,

Apostolic Delegate

UNIVERSITY OF OTTAWA,
Ottawa, Canada, March 7th, 1900,
. Thomas Cofte:

“Deu 1;‘5[: Forysome time past have read your
estimable paper, the CATHoLiC RECORD, and congra-
tulate you upon the manner in whichdt is published.
Its matter and form are both good ; and a tn.ﬂlv;

Catholic spirit pervades the whole. Therefore, wit
leasure, I can recommend it to the faithtul. Bless-
rnl you and wishing you success, believe me to re-

sasin. Yours faithfully in Jesus Christ.
+D. FarLconio, Arch. of Larissa, Apos. Deleg.

LONDON, SATURDAY, AUGUsT 81, 1912

SOME PROTESTANT TESTIMONY

There is a revival of the Ulster scare
in press despatches, and the Hon.
Walter Long is now in Canada in the
interests of the Unionists, so that a
little Protestant testimony as to the
danger to loyal Protestants from Home
Rule may be opportune. So far the
only result that the seditious incite-
ment to rebellion has produced in Ulster
is the lawless violence and brutal
assaults of ignorant Belfast Orange
mobs on Catholios and Home Rulers.
The great ship buildiug firm of Harland
and Wolff had to post notices that shey
would close the works if these brutal
assaults were not stopped. But then
Lord Pirrie, the head of the firm, is a
Home Kuler, and the sympathy of
Unionists should go out to the loyal
Orange ruffians who interpreted the ad-
vice of Unionist leaders in accordance
with the well known Orange conception
of civil and religious liberty.

Bat there are decent and fair-minded
Protestants and honest Irish Orange-
men. On the 12th of July Mr. J. H.
Doherty, County Grand Master, ad-
dressed the Independent Orangemen at
Balmoral, Belfast. He claimed that
they were Irishmen and Protestants de-
voted to their country and to their re-
ligion, and that they were free to work
with any party for the good of Ireland.
Then he went on to pay his respects to
the loyalist disciples of Carson, Bonar
Law and Lord Londonderry :

“Jt had come to this in the city of
Belfast, that the man who expresses
himself as an Independent Orangeman
and takes his stand on the side of the
Independent organization must not only
be prepared to suffer financially in his
business, but to run the risk of life it-
self. There were men outside their
ranks that morning whose hearts were
with them, but who dare not appear in
person, because they would not be safe
at their work on Monday. The boast of
civil and religiovs liberty has lost its
force, so far as Belfast was concerned.
They had no civil liberty. They were
denied civil and religious Jiberty if they
said they were Independeiit Orangemen.

Mr. H. C. Carleton, another of the
speakers, said :

« Under the peaceful rule of Britain
Ireland could govern her internal affairs
under & Home Rule Parliament, just as
England could do. Oanada had no voice
iu the government of the Empire ; but
under & Home Rule Parliament Ireland
would have a voice. He asked them not
to be gulled by the clap-trap of Bonar
Law and Company, or they would have
such a government as the Belfast Cor-
poration, where a Catholic or an Inde-
pendent Orangeman could hardly get a
look-in at present.”

Decent Englishmen were likely to be
disgusted with loyal Orange ruffianism
80 they must be provided with instances
of Romish oppression. But the purvey-
ors of this sort of stuff fell into the alto-
gether unusual indiscretion of giving
definite information astonamesand place.
It was alleged that two Protestant chil-
dren attending a school near Killican,
County Westmeath, “had been subjected
to outrageous insults and systematic ill-
treatment by the rest of the scholars
( Catholics), and their parents, poor and
hardworking, hooted and maligned.”

Thereupon Mr. Stephen Gwynn,
Protestant Home Rule member of Parlia-
ment, investigated. Here is his letter
to the Yorkshire Herald:

“On seeing this paragraph I at once
made inquiries of the county counecillor
for the district, Mr. Algernon Briscoe,
who is himself a Protestant, and of the
Protestant rector of the parish, the
Rev. B, S. Radcliffe, D. D., who is ag
entire stranger to me. I am happy to
say that the result of these inquiries
justifies the view which Mr. Briscoe
expresses that there is no such thing ss
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religlous persecution or intolerance in
Westmeath,”

After quoting Mr. Radeliffe’s letier,
Mr. Gwynn adds:

“Will you allow me to add that I have
had brought to my notice many similar
charges. In every case where specific
reference was made to place and name,
the story proved to be, es in this case, a
malignant fabrication, but in the majority
of cases detailed refutation was impos-
sible, because the suthors oi the calumn-
fes had been careful not to mention
uames,”’

Very imprudent to mention details of
name and place; but “malignant fabrica-
tions” without any details have a hollow
sound, so the malignant fabricators
succumb to the temptation to give a
local habitation and a name, trusting
to the eertain impression created in the
first instance, and to the uncertainty of
the refutation ever catching up with
the calumny.

There is religious intolerance and
persecution in Ireland, but not in
QOatholic Ireland.

WHEN WOMEN HAVE THE
FRANCHISE

The manifold activities of our relig-
ious orders of women bring almost every
Catholic at some time or other into the
sweet and wholesome atmosphere of
religious life ; while a large proportion
owe their mental and spiritual direction
and development to the teaching sister-
hoods. Thus the tenderest memories of
childhood and the most touching in
stances of Christian charity are associ-
ated with the quiet, unobtrusive, but
withal heroic women whose lives are
consecrated to Christ, to the poor, the
sick, the unfortunate, and to the lambs
of the Good Shepherd's flock. Qaite as
a matter of course, then, are the esteem
and love in which Oatholics hold the
good sisters.

The Protestant view, basedl on ignor-
ance and prejudice, is familiar enough
to Catholics and excites only their pity-
ing contempt. Protestants better in-
fcrmed, and able to choose amongst
educational institutions, continue to
prefer a convent training for their
daughters. And various Protestant
sects have shown their sincere admira-
tion for the Oatholic sisterhoods in
their not very successful efforts to imi-
tate them.

An intelligent and educsted non-
Catholic, in the Montreal Standard,
gives an interesting account of the im-
pressions formed during a sojourn in an
Oantario convent. The fact that the
community had just elected a Mother
Superior suggested to the writer a com-
parison between this body of six thous-
and self-supporting and self-governing
women and the militant suffragettes.
The clamor, the violence and the law-
lessless of the suffragettes contrast
strangely with the peace, quiet and order-
ly activity of the'nuns. Soquiet, indeed,
is the work of the sisters carried on
that the writer avers that half the
world scarcely realizes, while the other
half strangely misanderstands its true
character and importance in the social
scheme.

“The system which includes all the
religious orders of women in the Roman
Catholic Church constitutes in itself a
remarkable republie, an ideal democracy,
o striking illustration of the right appli-
cation of the popular principles of
liberty, equality and fraternity, of co-
operative efiort and community of
goods."”

The reason that the almost ahsolute
authority of the Mother Sauperior is
seldom or never abused is explained by
the fact that one of the necessary quali-
fications of 8 Mother Superior is holi-
ness of life and fidelity to the highest
traditions of the Order. “Thus in
reality she is but ‘the Rule’ incarnate,
and as she herself is a most punct-
ilious observer of the rule, the sisters,
pledged to the same duties and obliga-
tions, can but take pride and pleasure
in emulating her example.”

“Kach one is actuated by the purest
of motives—service to humanity for
love of the Creator—without wish or
hope for other reward than divine
approval; thus the individual sense of
responsibility is never lost sight of for
o moment though the close survelllance
and checking systems necessary in
other institutions are practically un-
known. The results are magnificent, a
complete world, hidden but happy,
where all are at peace with one an-
other and with God—in which, though,
1o one has personal property or posses-
sions of any kind, al! are housed, clothed
and fed with a scrupulous regard o
cleaunliness, health and comfort, without
luxury or self-induigence.

To Catholics “vocation” to a religious
life is not only something very real
but so much a matter of course that it
becomes a commonplace matter-of-fact
sort of thing. To the Protestant it is
something mysterious, even uncanny, or
something to be explained away by im-
puting motives or suggesting influences
that the worldling can understand :

“How do the gray walls of the monas-
tery, the sombre religious habit, the un-
relaxing discipline, the absence of re-
muneration, the complete self-effacement
—80 many forbidding influences—heckon
so strongly to young girls in the very
threshold of adult life that they feel
compelled to free themselves from all
other ties to enter that—humanly
speaking—thankless servitude ? How
such a prospect, for a lifetime, can seem
to them above all others sweet and
satisfying—this is the mystery of what is
oalled “vocation,” the ¢all of some super-
human power whieh, be it understood or/

not, must be recognized, since its con-
orete fruits are so rich, abundant and
indispensable to society.

“The popular idea of a nun is of a
young girl wh, has been lured into the
convent by representations which, at
an impressionable age, are bound to
aflect sensitive, aspiring natures in the
desired direction, or sometimes the
theory is advanced that selfish relatives
for interested motives have conspired to
rid themselves, by this easy means, of an
irksome respoasibility.

“No one who has the least experience
of institutional life can regard either of
these allegations seriously.”

To recognize that the sisters do not
take adv of the transient fervor
of an emotional girl to lufe her into a
convent, requires only a little common
sense; and our writer has that and
sympathy and intuition as well :

“No,” she concludes, “it is emphatical-
1y not the poliey of the Sisterhoods, who
love peace above all things, t, embarrass
the community life by the presence of a
single refractory member, or one who
lacks the qualifications which would
ensure her personal happiness in the
cloister.”

That such a woman as the writer
should recognize the great utility, and
even appreciate the beauty and joy of
religious life in many of its aspects, is
not hard to understand ; but that she
should be able to grasp the Catholie
idea of the vow of obedience shows that
she made good use of the opportunities
that her contact with religious life
afforded:

“The vow of obedlence is not, as many
persons imagine, the blind abdication of
reason and personal liberty, the reduc-
tion of the human being to the condition
of a machine, It is the Lighly intelli-
gent recognition of regularly constituted
authority, long tried and proved, of the
great praoctical value of camulative wis-
dom and experience, of consistent united
action. 1t isalso & courageous confes-
sion of individual weakuess and unre-
liability, & prudent removal of the
master-temptation, which so few are
powerless to resist, the temptation to
consider oneself bet and wiser than
one's elders. Iv is the aspiring soul's
free election to walk in the straight,
clean paths of duty, of virtue, of in-
dustry, untrammeled by trivial and sin-
ful distractions, interruptions, per-
plexities. This complete joyous self-
surrender is not made to a human in-
dividoal nor organization, but to the
Sapreme Authority, represented on
earsh by the duly elected head of the
order.”

To the objection that nuns lead an
unnatural life and shirk the more oner-
ous duties of womanhood our writer
says that * while so many women will-
ing to marry are left unmated this argu-
ment lacks force. And who will say
that it is a greater thing to become a
mother than to perform the duties of
motherhood to helpless infancy ? For
the rest the Sisters are, as a matter of
fact, the most efficient and devoted
nurses, teachers, mothers' helps, in the
world.”

For the benefit of the much advertised
King's Daughters, Epworth Leagues,
Ladies’ Aids, Social Reformers, Settle-
ment Workers and others, we cannot for-
bear one last quotation :

“Often one hesrs the remark that
Roman Catholic women are less public-
spirited than their sisters of the Pro-
testant denomwinations.’ This sounds
strangely in the ears of those who are
familinr with the real sitvation, who
know with what passion of devotion the
public-spirited women of the Catholic
Church—more numerous than those of
any other—are giving their whole lives
to the service of the ccmmunity in which
they live. But they give it quietly,
enonymously.” The Recording Apgel is
the only reporter of the good deeds
of Sister Mary or Sister Martha and
their kind.”

AN INTERESTING VOLUME

That clever Knglishman, Gilbert
Chesterton, published some time ago a
book entitled * Orthodoxy " which has
attracted considerable attention. The
author's admiration for Catholic ideais
has led to the surmise that he is a Cath-
olic which, however, is untrue. It isnot
very likely that a non-Catholic ‘would
arrive at an intellectual coavie
tion of the truth of Cath lieity,
much lese be converted by a
perasal of the work. The reason is
that the amthor has not a com-
prehensive grasp of the truth him-
self, and consequently his reasoning at
times is a little tenuous and hazy. But
{0 one possessing tke trath it is a con-
solation and an exquisite pleasure to
have revealed to him unseen beauties of
that truth by a mighty intellect snd
a poatic soul who as yet sees but dimly
through the obscuring haze of the phil-
osophy of the materialistic schools. To
undertake a critical analysis of the work
would be a weighty and perhaps useless
task. We will content ourselves with
gleaning from the abundance of paradox
and epigram a few passages that may be
of interest to the ordinary reader.

The author set out, as he states in the
preface, “like other solemn little boys,
to try to be in advance of the age.”
¢ Like them,” he says, “ I tried to be in
advance of the truth and I found that I
was eighteen hundred years behind it.
I did try to found a heresy of my own
and when I had put the last touches to
it I discovered that it was orthodoxy.”
By orthodoxy he explains that he means
the central Christian theology sufficient-
ly summarized in the -Apostie's Creed
as understood by everybody calling him-
self a Christian until a very short time
ago. This he believes to be the root of

[energy aad sound ethics, to afford that

happy mixture of security, mysticism
snd romance that makes life worth
lving. He likens the materialist to the
manise who is not a man who has
lost his reason, but the man who
has lost everything else except his
reason. He poiuts out that it is not
mysticism and poetry that drive men
mad but logic. “The poet only asks to
get his head into the heavens. It is
the logician who seeks to get the
heavens into his head, and it his head
that splits, Cowper was driven med by
the ugly logic of predestination. Poetry
was not the disesse but the medicine,
He was damned by Jobn Calvin, He
was almost saved by John Gilpin,”
“The morbid logician seeks to make
everything lucid and succeeds in making
everything mysterions. The mystio
sllows one thing (original sin for
example) to be mysterious and every-
thing else becomes lucid.”

Speaking of the suiclde of thought
these striking passages occur: “When a
religious scheme is shattered (as Chris
tiapity was shattered at the Reforma-
tion) it is not merely the vices that are
let loose. The vices are indeed let
loose and they wauder and do damage.
But the virtues are let loose also and the
virtues wander more wildly and the
virtues do more terrible damage. The
modern world is full of cld Christian
virtues gone mad.” * The old humility
made a man doubtful about his efforts,
which might make him work harder,
But the new humility makes a man
doubtful #bout his aims, which will
make him stop working altogether.”
“In so far as religion is gone, reason is
going.” “There is a huge and heroiec
sanity of which moderns can only eollect
the fragments. They have torn the
soul of Christ into silly strips labelled
egoism and altrulsm, and they are
equally puzzled by His insane magnifi-
cence and His insane meekness. They
have parted His garments among them
and for His vesture they have cast lots;
though the coat was without seam
woven from the top throughout.”

These are some of the paradoxes he
finds in Christisoity. *“ The very
people who repromched Christianity
with the meekness and non-resistance of
the monasteries were the very people
who reproached it also with the vio-
lence and valour of the crusades.”

% Certain phrases in the Epistles or
the marriage service were said by the
anti-Christians to show contempt for
woman's intellect. But I
that the anti-Chris*ians themselves
had a contempt for woman's intellect;
for it was their great sneer at the
Church on the Continent that ‘only
women' went to it.” “Perhaps, after all,
it is Christianity that is sane and ali its
critics that are mad. The fact that
Swinburne was irritated at the unkap-
piness of Christians and yet more
irritated at theie happiness was easily
explained. It was no longer a compli-
cation of diseases in Christianity but a
complication of diseases in Swinburne.”
“If some small mistake were wmade in
doctrine huge blunders might be made
in human happiness. Docirines had to be
defined within strict limits, even in
order that man might enjoy general
human liberties. The Church had to be
careful if only that the world wmight be
careless, This explains what is so in-
explicable to a!l the modern critics of
Christisnity—I mean the monstrous
wars about small points of theology, the
earthquake of emotion about a gesture
or a word—it was only the matter of an
inch but an inch is everything when you
are balancing.”

“The orthodox Chureh never took the
tame course or accepted the conven-
tions ; the orthodox Church was never
respectable. It would have been easier
to have accepted the eartbly power of
the Arians. It is easy to be a heretic.
It is always easy to let the age have its
head ; the difficnlt thing is to keep one’s
own., It was always easy to be a
modernist as it is easy to be a snob.
To have fallen into any of those open
traps of error and exaggeration which
fashion after fsahion and sect after sect
set along the historie path of Christendom
that would indeed have been simple. It
is always simple to fall. Therg are an
influity of angles at which one falls,
only one at which one stards. To have
fallen into any of the fads from Gmosti-
cism to Christian Science would indeed
have been cbviocus and ssme. But to
have avoided them all has been one
whirling adventure ; and in my vision
the heavenly chariot flies thundering
throvgh the ages, the dull heresies
sprawling and prostrate, the wild truth
reeling, but erect.”

In the closing chapter he pays a glow-
ing tributke to Catholicity in which these
striking passages oceur :

“I read a little history. And in his-
tory I found that Christianity, so far
from belonging to the Dark Ages, was
the only path across the Dark Ages, that
was not dark” “The Christian church
was the last life of the old society and
was also the first life of the new. She
took the people who were forgetting
how to make an arch and she taught
them to invent the Gothic arch.”

¢ The Irish Nationaliske were the
only minority that ever sucoeeded in
twisting the whole British Purliament
sharply out of its peth. The Irish

found

peasants are the only poor men in these
islands who have forced their masters to
disgorge. These people whom we call
priest-ridden are the only Britons who
will not be squire-ridden—and this be-
oause of their undying faith in s sense
of justice.”

“The ordinary Agnostic has got his
facts all wrong., He doubts because the
Middle Ages were barbaric, but they
were 1't ; beoause Darwinism is demon-
strated, but it isn't; because miracles
do not happen, but they do; because
mouks are lazy, but they were very
industrious; because nuns are unhappy,
but they are particularly cheerful;
because modern sclence is moving away
from the supernatural, but it isn's; it is
moving towards the supernatural with
the rapidity of a railway train.”

“This therefore is, in conclusion, my
reason for accepting the religion and
not merely the scattered and secular
truths out of the religion. I do it
because the thing has not merely told
this trush or that truth but has revealed
itself as a truth telling thing. All
other philosophies say the things that
plainly seem to be true; only this
philosophy has again and again said the
thing that does pot seem to be true
but is true.” “THE GLEANER,”

EUGENICS

The vagaries of Eugenists have be-
come & common-p'ace newspaper item.
Crude aud disgusting as are these pro-
posals for the regeneration of mankind,
and familiar a8 the reading public have
become with their advocacy, the follow-
ing press despatch will be somewhat
startling to many:

Jena, Germany, Aug. 20,—That poly-
gamy alone can check a falling birth
rate or regenerate a decadent nation,
was formally resolved by the Mitgar
Society in couvention here to dsy.
The orgemization has considerable in-
fluence among Germsn sociologists,
eugenists and certain class of scientific

frasernity and socialist members of
Reiehatag.

The society announced its intention
of establishing a colony where poly-
gamy will be practiced as a means of
proving its contention.

It becomes more evident day by day
that Christian principles, nay, even
Christian decency, can be conserved
only by the Charch which Christ
founded to teach all nations.

BONAR LAW—REBEL

Wise men are beginning to think that
the only course open to Mr. Asqulth is
to put a pair of handcufts on Mr. Bonar
Law, the leader of the Opposition, Sir
Edward Carson and Lord Londonderry,
and march them between police officers
to the nearest prison. They are be-
c>ming out and out rebels., The Lon-
don Times reports Mr. Law as saying,
referring to the Ulster contingent :
“ These men ewjoy no ascendancy.
They ask no ascendancy, but they will
submit to no ascendancy.” If under
Home Raule such a thing were possible—
and it is ridiculous to so imagine—does
he not know that the army and navy of
ingland is ever preseut to put it down
and defend the rights of Protestants? Bot
the claim put forth by the Unionistleader
is both hypocritical and iosincere. He
knows that under Home Rule there will
be no such thing as ascendancy on the
part of the Catholles. They would be
the veriest simpletons were they to
make such an attempt. They have no
such thonght, and, under the new con-
ditions, had they the power they would
not exercise it. In proof of this we have
but to look at conditions iu the South
of Ireland where Protestants, few and
far between, are treated not only with
justice, but with prodigal liberality and
kindliness. In discussing the Home
Rale question Mr. Bonar Law has given
utterance to sentiments by iar more
war-like and rebellious than could ever
have been charged to O'Connell or
Charles Stuart Parnell. Yet these men
were tried and convicted of treason
felony and subjected to ignominious
treatment in Irish prisons. Upon this
statement alone, as reported by the
Times, Mr..Bonar Law could be con-
vicheﬁ‘of treason felony.

“While I had still in the party a posi-
tion of less responsibility than that
which I have now I ssid that in my
opinion if an attempt were wade with-
out; the clearly expressed will of the
people of this country, and as part of a
corrupt Parliameutary bargain, to de
prive these men of sheir birthright, they
would be justified in resisting by all
meaas in their power including force.
I said so then, and I say so now, with a
full sense of the responsibility which
atbaches to my position, that if the
attempt be made under present condi-
tion I e¢an imagime no length or re-
sistance to which Ulster will go in which
1 ahall not be ready to support them and
in which they will not be supported by
the overwhelming majority of the
British people.”

And so after all those gentiemen, who
have for long been superlatively loyal,
have all at once become rebels hecause
there is a prospect of their not being,able
to comtinune in the ewjoyment of all tho
fat oMees in Irelsnd. The Unionists of
Ulster have plased themselves in a most
oontempbdible position. When Home
Rule cemes they must make choice of
one of two thimga: either to behave
themselves like decent people or move
oub. Labe oscurrences in Belfsst give

us the impression that it would be difi
cult for them to adopt the first named
course, Allowance must be made, how-
ever, for the extravagances of yellow
journalism. The contents of press des-
patches sent to this country is often-
times news indeed to the people across
the ocean. War and rumors of war sell
papers and also create an increased de-
mand for those outputs of Captains of
Industry which are destined to wipe
out human life on the shortest poesible
notice. There is a business side to all
these rumors of disturbing conditions
in the old land. - Readers of newspapers
should deduct & liberal percentage of
chaft when glancing over press des-
patohes.

THE CATHOLIC IMMIGRATION ASS0OCIA-
TIoN oF CANADA is doing a splendid work
and deserves the warm-hearted support
of the faithful throughout the Dominion.
Few realize to the full extent the im-
portance of giving & helping hand to
Catholics from foreign countries who
eome to us with the desire to acquire
bettor and happier homes than was their
lot in their native lands. Branches of
this association have now been estab-
lished in Halifax, 8t. John, Antigonish,
Montreal, Toronto, Winnipeg, Brandon,
Regina, Lethbridge, Moose Jaw, Saska-
toon, Calgary and Edmonton. We pub-
lish in this issue, taken from the London
Tablet, a most interesting letter written
by Rev. P. H. D. Casgrain, an energetic
priest ef Quebec city, on this subjact,
to which we would draw the special
attention of our readers.

HORSE RACING

Like many other things in our modern
life, the noble sport of horse racing has
been subjected to more than its share of
degeneracy. Time was when none bus
gentlemen managed the races and few
but honest and enthusiassic sports
attended them. We have still some
honorable men wh> own “stables” and
who make it a business to bring the
finest class of horses into the raeing
ground. But there has grown up about
horse racing a crookedness,a debauchery,
a system of sharp practice, a seasoned
hypocrisy, a gambling spirit reduced to
a seience, operated by parasites of the
raffish class who deem the moral law a
joke and give it but a smile of contempt,
which hes brought the sport into
disrepute in the minds of the great
majority of our best citizens. A horse
race in itself, as we have said, is a noble
sport, but the attachments which now
follow it give us abundant evidence that
a “meet” is a very undesirable thing in
the community for the reason that a
horde of graceless scamps follow it.
The gamhling spirit which horse raciog
engenders in meny of our bright young
people has become a veritable curse.
They swing into the madness of
the sport regardless of counsequencos.
Thoughts of family connections, their
prospects for the future, their place in
society, are postpoved for the moment in
the terrible fever to acquire unearned
wealth. They take tips from character-
less scoundrels hardened in duplicity
and when the racing day is over Remorse
comes in to play its part. We are led to
these remarks by reports from Toronto
telling us that two young bank clerks
had defaulted to the extent of $50.000
and that playing the races brought upon
them this terrible disgrace. The doors
of the penitentiary will now open to
them, and two blasted lives have been
sacrificed upon the altar of gambling.

What helps promote this ignoble con-
dition in society is the spirit of Godless-
ness abroad. The boy goes to a God-
less school, is advanced to a Godless
college, graduates from a Godless
university, and, as might be expected,
no break is placed upon his reckless
career by thought of accountability to
God or fear of punishment hereafter.
The quéstion will be asked, can horse-
racing be carried on successfully if the
blackleg be kept without the gates?
Will a long term of imprisonment eradi-
cate the book-maker? If the abuses
cannod be corrected would it not be
advisable te wipe out the sport
altogether? There are many sides to
this question. Good men will be found
arguing pro and ocon. It has been
threshed cut to a considerable extent in
moany places in the American republic.
In some large centres horse racing has
been abolished and the race promoters
have moved into Canada. What should
we do about this? What say our
Parliamentarians?

Referring to this
Globe saye:

occurrence the

“When will Canada learn that the un-
doing of its young mea and young
women in the vaanted civilization of its
cities—in the bar-room, on the race-
track, where vice allures—is disgrace
to its national flsg as deep and as
dangerous as if that flag were to droop
in defeat on the fleld of war?”

When will our separated brethren,
the Globe editor included, bear in mind
the old and true saying, “As the swig
is bent so will it grow.” The system of
eduocation in our publle institutions to-
day bears the mobto, “Make money.”
There is no time for study of the lessons
of the Redeemer. We are reaping what
we have sown.

A MOMENTOUS QUESTION

“What was a living wage?” is the
subject of an article supplied the press
by Rev. J. A. Ryan, D. D, The open-
ing paragraph states the case so well
that we give it place :

“A livibg wage is not an smount
merely suflicient to keep an individual
alive ; it is not a sum based upon the
necessity of keeping the workman pro-
ductive, nor is it an amount with which
the individual may be maintained
according to convention, which is a
variable condition, The living wage is
that which enables the worker to live &
decent, ressonable Iife, for the individ-
ual is the one factor to be considered in
the problem. The individual should
have enough for food, shelter, for in-
surance, and for emergencies ; in fact,
enough to enable him to live in health
and contentment and with opportunities
for physical, mental, morsl, and spirit-
ual development to & reasonable de-
gree.”

One great factor which has disturbed
the body politic and has brought misery
to the homes of the poor is the mad
rush for wealth by a certain class of
middlemen. Time was when the house-
wife could go to the market and pur-
chase food for her little ones at a
reasonable price. The necessaries of
life coming from mother earth were
brought to market and their charges
fixed by the law of supply and demand.
Not 8o now, however. The middleman
and his agents scour the country, pay
the lowest possible price to the pro-
ducers and exact an unreasonable if
not exorbitant fignre from the consumer,
The cold storage is his handmaid,
This modern condition of our commer-
cial life enableé him to put away the
peoples’ provisions and distribute them
as he wills. He is a law unto himself as
regards prices. A generation ago a
working man could live comfortably on
810 a week. Nowadays a third added
to that amount is not sufficient to supply
the reasonable requirements of his
family. What would be considered a
fair wage to-day may not be a fair wage
to-morrow, chiefly because of the inor-
dinate greed of the army of forestallers
who are contimuously scouring the
country. The farmers and the com-
sumers are alike fleeced by them. How
to bring back the old conditions once
agein is the problem. It is worthy the
close study of political economists.
When will we have a Federal govern-
mens aud Provincisl governments strong
enough and willing to grapple with the
forestallers and the trust magnates?
The real power, however, rests with
the people at the polis. When will
they have sense enough to exercise it
and cast ballots only for those who are
pledged to put a term to the escapades
of those who conspire to inflict injury
upon the mass of the people ? We
should send men to Ottawa, and the
capitals of the Provinces, whose button-
holes are not familiar to the lobby-
ists.

THE GREAT tenor Caruso is, we are
told, suing his former wife for defama-
tion of character, and it is said that
Milan “society” is keyed to a high pitch
over the affair. “Former wife”
strange connected with the names of
Italians, It would seem as if Caruso
were with the “emancipated” ones.

sounds

BEWARE OF SHARKS

Some of the newspapers continue to
publith roseate propositions, to all who
have a little money saved up, by which
they may become owners of real estate
in prospective cities in the West and
elsewhere. We do not wish to throw
discredit upon all these enterprises.
Some may be good, some bad and some
indifferent. We would adviseall, before
purchasing, to become acquainted with
the exact conditions, The writer-up of
advertisements of this character — and
this has become a profession—is given to
exaggeration if not downright, deliber-
ate misrepresentation. It would be well
in all cases to get in toush with some
clergyman or well-known public man be-
fore one takes the risk of losing his littlg
savings. In addition we would advise
the reading of * Nicholas Nickleby,” by
Charles Dickens. Herein is shown to
perfection, by the great novelist, the
tricks of men of sharp practise, who have
town lots in * Kdens " for sale. A good
hint is conveyed in the following para-
graph from the Detroit Free Press :

“ Pa, what is an inheritance tax ?”
“ An inberitance tax, my boy, is the
crowd of promoters, real ectate ageuts,
mining stock sharks that take up a man's

time just as soon as they learn that he has
fallen heir to a little money.”

LET THEM COME

Some newspaper correspondents have
circulated the report that there is
grouud for believing that in case an
Irish parliament is established at Dub-
lin the Orangemen of the North will
emigrate to Oanada. More unlikely
things have hsppened. They will be
welcome here if they give up that
Orange foolishness and behave them-
selves. It is to be hoped they will not
bring with them those ideas of civil and
religious liberty that have made them
but a laughing stock. By all means
let them come to Canada. We have
plenty of room for them in New Ontario
or the North West. In our great
Dominion there will be around and about
them & civilising influence wanting in




