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awaiting enterprise, and tracts of land over which t^t 
locomotive has yet to trail its string of freight cars. 4 

We live in dgys of corporation baiting. Big cqp- 
to judge by the actions of the biased critic, have 

done nothing to satisfy. The good deeds of corporation* 
are written in water at present ; their bad deeds inscribed 
in brass. The Dominion owes much to these big financial 
and commercial organizations. It has voluntarily a(id 
bountifully bestowed gifts upon them. This was done per­
haps with ulterior motives. Men worth their salt cannfit 
think with equanimity of a country of wonderful possibili­
ties remaining undeveloped. So to the men who dared, 
were given the rewards for daring. But the days of giv­
ing away national resources, millions of acres of land, 
have passed. ,

The investor, the financier, the captain of industry 
have in the Dominion unexampled opportunities. He caib-

CONSERVATION OF RESOURCES.

The necessity of conserving the natural resources 
of the United States was the text of President Roosevelt's 

Whenever this broad-shouldered

•ems

speech «at Memphis, 
representative of the people assumes the role of public 
speaker, the country waits expectant. Waif Street re­
gards him as a sort of commercial juggernaut. The 
strength of the feelers of the giant corporation octopus 
weakens at the sound of his voice—all a sign of a demo­
cratic country and a democratic people.

The man who speaks frequently does not always 
speak well, but President Roosevelt has a way of saying 
die same thing often in many disguises. The predominant 
hotr of his public utterances is that the wealth and destiny 
of a nation must not be within the power of a few in­
dividuals, sometimes blessed with more money than 
brains. For a Napoleonic financier is not necessarily 
overburdened with grey matter, and he may not be a good 
citizen. Men who know too well the art of draining the 

’ country’s wealth for their personal benefit are scarcely a 
country’s asset. True, they may be feeding hundreds of 
owiths ; they may be clothing scores of lean loins ; but all 
diis is often done, and much more, at the expense of the 
natural resources of a growing land.

Across the border, is a population many times larger 
J*® *n Canada. The President says that the United 
States has at last reached the forks of the road. “We are 
race to face with the great fact that the whole future of 
the nation is directly at stake in the momentous decision 
*hich is forced upon us. Shall we continue the waste and 
destruction of our natural resources, or shall we conserve 
“j*®? There is no other question of equal gravity now 
"«ore the nation.”

not reasonably demand extraordinary long franchises a£d 
big bonuses. What he buys, is cheap at the price. "It 
is usually worth much mere than what is paid for it. Can­

adian municipalities are unwise, in the ambitious race to 
count the greatest number of local industries, to offer tqo 
many gifts with a business proposition. The day m»y 
come when extreme municipal generosity will be regretted.

The Yankee captain of industry, thinking of turning 
dollars from the Canadian soil into his banking account, 
knows of the rivalry which exists between Canadian towijiS 
and cities. He plays upon this failing. “If you do nit | 
give me these concessions, such and such a town will,, - j. 
he says. Thus pitting this aspiring commercial, centre 
against the other, one city lays its freedom at his fé^. 
This is a phase of the crime of throwing away natural ,
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resources. Every municipality 
country in this respect. So does e*ch provincial govern­
ment, and also the Dominion Government. -

The conservation of the Dominion’s wealth for tft* 
Dominion is a serious consideration ; not because WE 
democrat says so. No one expects the financier to pick 
the chestnuts froth the fire while the country eats th«t*. 
But the country should share in the spoils. The Offp

owes

• WOrds have a special significance for the Do-
minion, only for the reason that we still have water- 
jrays running undisturbed, water-powers unharnessed, 
‘«rests inhabited only by Nature, mineral resources
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