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to their own institutidns, but to other banks, from
whom they must take tlie greater part of any business
they are able to obtain.t %

In |current loans eMewhere than in Canada a re
duction of about $3,500,800 is shown during the month,
some of thes¢ advances having doubtless been called
in to help to provide forithe expansion in current loans
in Canady,

The owher figures @f the return need little com
ment. \s a whole tle

figures indicate continued

activity| of business andfcontinued growth throughout
the country. The expansion in the figures is large,
but apparently not undg@ly so, and as yet no signs of
inflation are to be deteted. It is certain, however,
that it is in tignes like these that the seeds of future
trouble are sown,—trogble which can only be pre
vented by ceaseless wat&hfulness on the part of those
charged with the ;u!ministmtiun of our banks.

=
MINERAL PRODUCTION OF B.C.

From the report ofl the Minister of Mines for
British (Columbia for the year 1905, which is just to
hand, we learn that théitotal production of minerals
in that province since récords were first kept, up to
and including now, aggteeates to the ¢alue of $248,-
663,176. Of this, $22,468,325 is to the credit of last
year, which tops the lidf in amount. For the vear
1904, the production wa$ $18,977,350, and Tor 1903, it
was $17,495,954, so thatithere have been increases of
187 and 28 per cent. rd§pectively. By districts, the

yield for the last three yéars was as follows :—

1003 1904. 190S5.

Cariboo District 8 ,;*,"g_nm $ 474,600 $ 406,000

Cassiar District 480,368 558,573 504,372
Kootenay, East, Dis-
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e GERPS SN St ST [,OS§I,128 3,210,573 5:339.154
Kootenay, { West, |

Distriet . f».ﬁ({}.'u\'l 5,806,070 5,421,859
Lillocet| District 31,283 34,583 32,584
Yale District ...... 3,78 41422 1,100,281 0,483,504
Coast Iistricts (Na- ¥

naimo, Alberni,

W./ Coast V. I.

Vidtoria) ..... 4,339,572 4,702,070 4,273,852
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B hiet minérals Ppoduced were as stated |
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\nalysis of the fig@ires!| given sl ows that the
crease in production ha§ heen confine mainly to cer
tain districts, such as Soufh-] 18t Kootenav., Bound
arv, \-(‘r\'t“' (l?\r‘ \-.Mv‘, W | i:y vt he I Seq ons \I\

TIMES

more or less marked decrease. In South-East
Kootenay, we are told, the quantity of ore mined in-
creased 121 per cent., and its value 135 per cent. over
the preceding year, while in the Boundary the tonnage
mined has increased by 20 per cent.,, and the value
53.6 per cent. A very pronounced decrease is record-
ed in the Slocan, the output being little more than
half of that of the preceding year. I'he Rossland
camp just held its own. For the whole province, the
quantity of ore mined, exclusive of coal, was sixteen
per cent. greater than in 1904, and ‘\'S per cent. greater
than was mined in I19QOI.

The gross output of ccal for the year wag 1,825,832
tons (of 2,240 1bs.), which, with 314 tons taken from
stock, makes a total production of 1,826,146 tons. Of
this total amount, 1,202,071 tons were sold as coal,
441,520 tons were used in making coke, and 181,655
tons were consumed under the companies’ boilers and

sold locally.

The coke produced amounted to 271,785
tons, of which some 268,001 tons were sold and 3,604
tons were added to stock.

The production of placer gold was valued at $969.-
300, a decrease of some $146,000, or 13 per cent., as
compared with that™of 1904, and is the smallest out-
put made any year since 19go1. This is attributable
to a very dry summer, preceded by a winter with
little snow, with a resulting decreased supply of water
for hydraulicing.

The total production of silver was 3,430,417

ounces, valued at $1,971,818, which is larger than in

any year since 19orI, a fact attributable to the ex-

t
tensive working of low-grade galenas in Fort Steele
1 " - - P + - oy £ e - -
district, and to the increased tonnage of large copper-
~ 11
silver mines in the Boundary [Last year’s production
of ead was the greatest ever made bv British
Columbia being 56,580,000 pounds, or an increase of

54 per cent. over the preceding year. Copper produc-

tion also was the largest on re cord, being 37,602,251
pounds, valued at $5.876,222, the increase be ing chiefly
ittributable to the Boundarv district [Last vear was
the first time that any important sales were made of
or¢ concentra rs have been A‘\’.‘(]':;\?‘.H! at
Rosebery, and Pilot- Ba Most of the -
( s from the Slocan
On the whole, there have been few new develop-
nente n the 1 ;,,;..\, ,w’_,‘t.:,‘.‘\ of the }\,‘._\;”\«‘ of
British ( bia during the vear 100z. The possibi-
ities +ha \ vs been oreat ar .ﬂvk raging : but
he ry has suffered from more than questionable
eois 1 fre 1 s etrilec miners. all
et nt : 1 . 1 1 enbd ent
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have 1 rned Khet o e that the im-
ed future mav s} British Columbia in het
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