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Episcobii'Approbann.

If the English Speaking Ca-
tholics of ontrea/ and of this
Province consulted their best

snlerests, they woul soo ma e
of the TRUE WITNESS one
of themost prosperous and power-
Jul Catholic papers in this coun-
try. 1 heartily bless those who
encourage this excellent work.

t PAUL,

Archbishop of Mo el.

ST. PATRICK’S DAY.
Pleasant it is to withdraw for just
e little while from the arena of
controversy and contemplate the
memories with which mext Tuesday

is so rich and fresh. Nor is St.
Patrick’s Day less a duty of love
than a treasure of memory. Few of
God’s saints appeal to us as does
the patron saint of Ireland His
work and  his zeal and his  long,

laborious life are woven in the robe
of -our people and the standard of |
our mation.
inheritance; his planting is our har-
vest. Many a teacher we have had
and many a one forth
from Ireland’s monasteries to kindle
the light of learning in the halls of
wother lands—we have had but one fa-
ther who in his power and his prayer
and his administration brought us
forth unto Christ. There was that
in the very land and in the genius
of its people that caused the seed
planted by St. Patrick to grow and
produce fruit. Erin stood apart
from the rest of
even in their idolatry full of respect
for virtue and order. The institu-
tions of the clans and tihe
tion of their early laws fitted

has gone

civiliza~
them

to receive the law of grace. No Ro-
man legion had ventured  there to
conquer and corrupt the race. It is
an old story and familiar how St.

Patrick, who had once been a slave
in the country, returned with mitre
and crozier, and how up and down
the bleak mountain side and the
green .vale he planted the cross and
in 'the hearts of the Irish the faith
of Christ. Never did an apostle of
the nations work harder, and never
did a people correspond more readily
to the grace of God. From the day
when the great Saint stooped and
ook the shamrock at his feet to ex-
plain the doctrine of the Blessed
Trinity, ¥hen the light fell upon the
darkened liminds of the assembled
%L day the light never
left the MWK the people, mor the
shamnook Lhtrh‘mmom, Faith and
pmtrwvism h»uw 'bomh them up when
all the rest ?f the world seemed to
turn ageinid . .Not only did. the
Irish receive the faith with remark-
able readiness;, they &ept it with the
courage of maz'.yrs and spread it
with the:zeal of aposties. History

. has many sorrows—perhaps few aad-

der than the tale of Ireland’s wronigs.’

There §8“%eyond ail ‘else the comsola-
tion of her faith. No ple . have.
'atrug'gle
faith—a m.rug‘ls in
mxg'ht was arm;yed

| upon our peopls through St.

His apdstolate is our |

Burope—its people |

pathy is volced in the pnyet'wﬁch
ils up in" their heart forithe 'o)‘l
Wa4rid its sacred cadds, ~Nor is #t
petition only. It is gmtide to
God for the gift of faith bestowed
Pat-
rick,. and preserved with courage and
generosity by our fathers. Our duty
is not limited to memory of and
gratitude for, the past. The future
will: 160K to:us 48 sye look to those
who went befors us. It isgour ho-
nor and our duty-to hand down
to our children and our children’s
children the faith they valued 80
bighly and guarded so jealously. It
is for us to practise that faith, show
its principles in our life and - ocon-
duct, and bestow its unworldly glory
upon those to whom it will be their
richest treasure in time and eberni-
ty.

FAITH.

The thoughts which St. Patrick’s
Feast suggests to us cluster 80
thickly around the virtue of faith
that we camnot confine ourselves to
a few thoughts on the day itself.
We do not for one moment imagine
that Irish faith is essentially dif-
from that of other nations.
however,  which,
owing partially to character and
partially to circumstances of life,
were brought out into brighter light
and bolder relief than amongst
others. Faith is characterized by
simplicity, by a gensitiveness in Tre-
gard to the truths, the interests and
the laws of the Church. Whenever wWe
find that simplicity and sensitiveness
we admire the liveliness of faith
which they indicate. It is not a
question of superstition, or believing
in something which has no founda-
It is the intellectual assent of

ferent
There are marks,

tion. |

a religious people. It is the wor-
ship of the most loyal hearts the
Church ‘has ever known—loyal mnot
here or there, not for two or three

generations, but ever since the gos-
pel was first preached to them.
Faith is the warm fervor of will-
power which rules all human action.
it amongst the Irish—a

So was

strong-willed determined people as

ever faced death or danger. Faith

is light and service; it guides ‘the
the

reason in thinking and directs
moral powers in conduct, and - fills ;
the heart with a spirit of personal
devotion to Almighty God, recogniz-
| ing that any defection or denial, be
before men, must be
the good God.

| it in heart or
an offence against
How all that is told in the lives of

courrtless hidden Irish saints ds the
‘h-stimuuy of the wide world. No
! dark-

other light shone through the
ter did the Irish serve with
love and sacrifice as Almighty God.
] Simplicity and sensitiveness we have

| thing rather than openly deny their
faith, but this spirit manifested it-
self in the minor trials of life. Here
we may well comparz them with
ourselves.
at Mass. How highly they value it.
They would think nothing of walk-
ing miles and miles. Neither cold
nor heat, nor fatigue of any
kept them at home.
simplicity in regarding only the wor-
ship of God; it was their sensitive-
ness in reference to the commands of
the Church, their joy in finding they
had some obstacles to overcome in
the aot of obedience. Their faith
was fervant; ours is cold. Their re-
deeply seated in their souls
tingled in every merve and was re-
sponsiv2 to all the chords of life.
Not so with us. We are more ocal-
culating: we oount what we give
Almighty God. We are shallow in
our piety, and ave far from being im-
pressed with the fear of God which
with our fathers was the beginning
of wisdom. Our faith lacks sim-
plicity—we are so ready to judge
and criticize that we scarcely avoid
questioning God’s holy will. Nor are
we mearly so sensitive about the in-
terests of our Blessed Lord end His
Church. If we suspected He was
calling us to a religious life, in-
stead of rejoicing twe should”™ feel
sad. In many other ‘ways we show
that while we love our Lord’s king-
don we are {requently’” wondering
what He is going to give us for the
little we do for Him. Amother de-
fect our cold faith shows is our
slight love of prayer. We can hard-
Ly call it love at all. ' Yet the omne
our fath had in their
-oﬂvw-.‘ the ome help to; preserve
and animate their ta'lrt.h wae their
spirit and habit of prayer. In the
mﬂM life W and ‘d‘ﬂl - aot

ligion,

ness except faith—and no other mas-;
such |

said were the special characteristics
of TIrish faith. We might well add |
the spirit of sacrifice. Not only

» Ahey ready to sacrifice every-

Let us take attendance

kind
|

It was “‘L'i"j ciple and law of all that is just and g gent down to Fullum stregt

there is thrown a cl-oud of imlmmt—
ing, indefinite suggestion which foads.
and is intended to lead; the ordinary”
hearer or reader to think that much
darker things lie back "“W has
been actually said. A case in point
is given us by a Rev, Mou_hg-ue,. a
French Presbyterian, who lectured
lately on ‘‘The _religious problem, in
France.”” France Wal, he maintain- '
ed, .awakening. That is not "bad as
far as it goes—not that France was
ever so dull and dead asleep
good works were not most energetic
and prosperous through her vast
borders and especially in her busy
cities. ‘DBut this awakening is quite
other than that implied by  Mons.
Mourqua: He would have us be-
lieve that the country having slept
‘for so many centuries in the cot of

tiokle the ears of a few Canadians

and convince them that they are
getting value for thuir money. Llet
us proceed with his statements in
due order. France, he says, was
within an ace of -once being & Pro-

testant nation. There is no evidence
of it in history. If the gentleman
refers to the Gallican movement we
may admit that France narrowly es-
caped falling into schism. That is
far from abandoning the faith, ri-
tual and discipline of the Church to
take up Calvanism, Amnglicanism, or
ed the other mations, and robbed
might have
saved the situation, it is hard to
The danger of France follow- '
ing the example of England under
Henry VIII. was not so grave as
apprehended. France has always in

say.

See, and never could be dragged into
schism, much less into heresy. The
Revolution, Napoleon, and now the
Republic have not accomplished what
the pigmics going about this ocoun-
try would be only too glad to see.
After the first rude shocks of these
three trying crises the faith and piety
of the nation bogan to revive. It is
reviving now amidst the hardships
of poverty and the cunning of re-

publican masters. Its renewal gives
no sign of Calvamistic return in a
country whose Protestant population
will not amount to ome million. Nor
is there an example in history of a
nation situated ag Framce is exohang-
ing Catholicism for Protestantism.

rulers have éncouraged

Naticns and
1(\1(1\'0]165 to become Protestants, but
it was in passion and pride when
, the rulers themselves set the ex-
ample. Neither pagan Rome of old
or modern pagan France held out to
Catholics the suggestion that aban-

that :

Catholicism is now rousing herself
to one or other of the seots. That
is nonsense—a tale told four thous-'

and miles away from the ground to ;

their people of their religion. What |
been had not Bossue't‘quest’m"

her heart been attached to the Holv'

its followers or. caused fear amongst
its opponents. It will be aiways, in,
case of change, more fashionable in
France to follow Voltaire than Cal-
vin. x

A4 TR
AN ENGLISH-SPEAKING CATHO-
LIC WANTED.,
(The Catholic Register.)

Much talk both in the press and on
the street is heard at -this moment,
pertaining to fresh appointments on
the Railway Commission, due to the
vacancy made recently by the death
' of Judge Killam. The: moment is op-
portune to remind ourselves that up
to the present no English-speaking
Catholic has had place on this Board.
Though the omission could not fail
to strike any who give public affairs
the ocomsideration due them, yet as
long as the old order existed un-
ehanged by 'the falling off of any of
its members, no action was taken.
I Now, -however, it would be supine-
ness amounting to criminal indiffer-
ence, werew: not to advance a claim
which from all counts is justly ours.

Railway affairs are not so well
' managed that we:can afford to over-
| look the chamce to avail ourselves of
any whose experience and integrity
leave no doubt but that the intererts
of the public would not be overlook-

'ed, but on the contrary, would re-
ceive- first place in the adjusting of
| aftairs. Catholics in the past have
too ‘often had no mention either on
lthas Commission or in the aﬁanl‘s of
't»he road. Compensation can
be ‘made. A teohnical knorwledge
l\v'hich nothing but length of experi-

any of the fallacies which had seduc- once along a special line of work can

give, is ry to the of
any board such as the Commission in
Among Catholics the pos-
| sessors of this requisite kmowledge
| are not wanting. In Toronto  we
have one who p& perhaps better equip-
ped by reason of his long and honor-
able connection with railway inter-
ests, than any to be found elsewhere,
for a place on the Commission. That
this gentleman will mot be over-
looked: when the appointinents are
being made is what we confidently
believe. His past experience, which
gives him a knowledge of évery de-
tail in the work upon which the
Commission would be called to ad-
judicate, bear testimony to his use-
fulness and the esteem in which he is
. held by all with whom he has busi-
[nosn dealings, bespeak an intelligent
 and fearless adjustment in all mat-
ters upon which he might be called
Inpon to act. ‘That his claims will
! not be overlooked in this conmection
| is the comclusion to which we look!
forward with all confidence.

As the gentleman in queqtmn is
.“cll known to the True Witnels, we
‘thoroughly endorse The Catholic Re-
gister. in its article urging his -ap-

pointment.

EDITORIAL NOTES.

La Presse runs sometimes short of
| wheelbarrow and salt bag items,
Hali-page alleged illustrations and
big clear type. On these occasions
the miseries of the courts are shown

doning their faith they s 'e- i
l A f’o the :ix ) ‘lv sl\m{lld e up, and when wanting in facts the
the simplicity S ¥ i
e M paoy -4 Purgst allotted space is filled in with cheap
Christianity. The movement, ac-!
s fu:tlon, in most cases insulting to
F o Moma i
tu ntp; 0, Mbns; Morgue, “‘is a re-' . Irish blood. Last Monday's issue
ur ] > i ia pinei
rn to simplest Christian princi- contains the interesting news that
| ples.”” Here is this indefiniteness to Bridget Mooney, a ocatapultuous
which we referred. When have Chris- ' 1ighwoman, took an overdose of
tian  principles . become complex? liquor, and for this the flower of

Faith and love are still the prin-

true in heart. .Obedience is = mo

where more preached or practised to-

day than when the law was first

| ward an example of a professor of
the Sorbonne who “‘in a powerful

and mark the teachings of Christ
as has not been dome in the halls of
| the University of Paris for many
long yeats,’’
ral in'terpretations. It might mean
that the Professor had come. out
with pure Catholic doctrine,
i his colleagues for years had advocat-
ed positivism, or agnosticism. It
might mean that he was defending |
the right o Christian education aud
the practice of religion against the
interference of anti-Christian policy.
It might mean with Mons. Mourgue's
coloring Calvanism. But Calvanism
is mot the teaching of Christ. Tts
doctrim of original. gin, its . denial
of. 1ntﬂ1mie  justification, its confu-
sion of free will' with liberty from
compulsion and its repulsive fatalism |
are all most unchristian in their ori-
gin and explanation. Even though
Calvin was French and though

S

sl

still to it, it
mever spread to an-y eant in Fuaqq

promulgated: ‘“He that heareth you,
heareth Me.”” In support of his
statement Mons. Mourge brings for-

discourse gave utterance to the fun-,
damental principles which stand ou'.|

That is open to seve- |

whilst

dootme found a few followers w‘hg.v

Green Erin, as La Presse calls her,
(a
quarter of a column).

Mr.' Ferguson, another alleged Irish-
man, figures a little lower down in

’ ithe interesting article, and pays for
the music of St. Patrick’s Day
the morning.

o
s

*An'editorial in last Monday’s Daily
Witness deals with the excommunica-
tion of Abbé Loisy and winds up
with: the following phrase, which we
heve much pleasure in completing.
l’I‘he ‘Witness says: ‘‘So nothing, it
|seems will serve, him (the Abbé
| Loisy or Mr. R. J. Campbell, it is
| not clear which), if we are to trust
the telegraphic despatches, but to
found a new sect whose foundations
will. be in negations.” Add: or in
other words, ‘‘become an ardent re-
{ former, a fervent Protestant, the
| more numerous the negations the
better the Protestant.”’ :
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twenty in the old parish church of
St. Philip’s of Richmond. Her hus-
band died forty years ago, and left
her, a comparatively young woman,
with a family of nine children  for
whom to provide. Though the task
wa,s great she was equal to it. Her

inant characteristic was her
g'neat and practical attachment to
her holy faith. Her confidence in
God aend her simple, childlike trust
in Him to bring her safely through
all difficulties was indeed an admir-
able example of the grand old faith
and practical Catholicity. Neither
is it any mere flattery of the living
to say that she imbued her children
with the same sublime trust in the
great Creator in whom we all should
confide, Two of her children pre-
ceded her to the grave. The first,
Catherine, was called while yet in
the years of childhood; ‘and the other
the late Mrs. Eliza Fagan, widow of
the late James Fagan, died about
ten years ago at her home on Cam-
bridge street, Ottawa. Four. sons
and three daughters survive. Mrs.
Weathers. These are John of Co-
balt, Ont.; Walter on the old home-
stead of the family, Peter and Wil-

liam, who reside in the Wi ™I
States; Mrs. James Murphy, of Ri-
vard street, Montreal, and Mrs.

Hayes and Mrs. Curley, of Ottawa.
Mrs. Weathers lived to see, in no

small numbers, her children’s chil-
dren; and to the time of her  death
she was beloved by them all. She
left also two living sisters, Mrs.

James Fitzgerald, of Riochmond pa-
rish, Ont., and Mrs. Simeon Mears,
of Knox, North Dakota. One sister
and two brothers went before - her
the way of all flesh. Thesz were
Mrs. Alex. Emery of Ashton, Ont.,
and Walter and William Cavanagh,
late of Goulbourn Township, Carle-
ton Co., Ont.

The funeral Mass and the last sad
rites over the remains of the de-
ceased lady were performed by Reqv.
Fa@hor Brownrigg at the old parish
chiirch-  of St.. Philip of - Richmond.
Though it was the depth of winter
and motwithstanding the desperate
storms that prevailed, a long line of
svmpathizing friends and meighbors
followed the remains to their last
resting-place beside her late hus-
band. May her soul rest in peace.

ART. McMORROUGH.

The Faith in Italy.

(From ‘“‘Rome.’”)

Here is a Christmas story, which
labors under two great disadvan-
ages, for it is true and it happened
only last week. It was Christmas
Eve and the Redemptorist community
of San Michele at Pagani had made
everything ready for the midnight
festival. It is mo stretch of the
imagination to suppose that as they
decked the church and passed to and
fro in front of the altar where lies
the body of St. Alphonsus Maria di

| Liguori, they must have thought of

the saint every mow and then—the
enthusiasm ©of his preaching used to
excite, especially at Christmas,
‘among the simple folk in the whole
countryside around Naples, and how
he himself used to lead them in his
own lovely hymn to the Divine cn-
fant.

But it was growing late, and bhe
community et Pagani were waiting
the return of the fathers who bad
been giving a mission in a - padsh
some #ix miles away. Everything
was very still in the darkness around

until at last a faint murmur was
heard in the distance, which grew
touder and louder and nearer  with
every minute. What could it ~ be ?

The mystery was revealed a quarter
of an hour later, when the square
in front of the church became filled
with a mltitide of men, as many as:
three thousand, and there in  ¢he
midst of Wwas a_carriage with-
out horsés with the three Redempgor=
::d misgionaries mbvd in it.
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