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Jessie’s Offering,
AND ITS RESULTS,

Jessie had not been very recollected
during the first weeks of preparation
for First Communion, and Sister
Margaret had once gone so far as
to say that perhaps she would bet-
ter wait another year. This had the
efilect of making the child more

thoughtful, although by nature she
was very lively, and not much given
to piety. Sister Margaret, seeing
this, had kept her after the others, |
in order to encourage her good dis-
position by pious conversation nnd;
stories of the saints. Jessie fully |
appreciated all that was Leing done |
in her behalf and surprised her teach- l
er by numerous questions  and !
thoughtful remarks, which gave her |
a better insight into the character
of the child than all the
years of acquaintance and guidance |
had accomplished. |

One day she said to her, ‘““‘Jessie,
my child, what is your favorite de.
votion?”’ |

The child smiled shyly as she an- |
swered, “I like to pray to the souls |
in Purgatory.” |

“To them or for them?'’ !

“To them,'’ said Jessie. ‘‘Of course
1 always pray for them—I think ‘Out
of the Depths’ is the loveliest pray-
er. But when I want anything very
badly 1 just say, ‘Please get me so
and so, dear holy souls,” and they
nearly always do.”’ 1
Sister Margaret smiled. ‘‘Now 1)
never thought you were such a pious
little thing,”” she said. ‘‘Indeed, 1
fancied’’—

““Oh, but I am not pious at
interrupted Jessie, hurriedly.
had been, you would not have
almost to put me away from my
First Communion. But I do love the
holy souls, and Sister’’—she hesitat-
ed, blushed and again smiled in her
peculiar shy little way.

“‘PDo not be timid about saying any
of your thoughts to old Sister Mar-
garet,”” said the gentle religious, ob-
serving her confusion.

previous

all,”
G 8 gl |
had

11 will point her

j for anything but the holy tenaerness
that filled her soul, knew only that
she had received her Lord within her
heart, in which He was still reposing.
Dropping her head in her hands she
| remained wrapped in an ecstacy of
| prayer and thanksgiving. The lady
| also knelt, tears falling from her
eyes. After a time she touched Jes-
! sie on the shoulder. The child turn-
ed around,

“My child,”” said the lady.
vou pray for me?’”’
“Yes, ma'am, I will,”
little girl.

““And for a soul in purgatory who
is very dear to me?"’

The child again answered in the
affirmative, and returned to her de-

‘Wil

replied the

votions.

@arly that afternoon Sister Mar-
garet came to the priest’'s parlor to
confer with him about something
relative to the Confirmation the
children, which was to take place at
4 o'clock. He was talking to a lady,
to whom he excused himseli while he

of

left the room to fetch what Sister
Margaret wanted. As the Sister
stood looking into the yard where

the children were already assembled,
the lady came forward and address-
ed her:

““There was a little girl this morn-
ing, Sister,”” the said, ‘if 1 see her
I should like
She was so very
sweet and with
wrapt look in her eyes that she im-
much. Indeed, it

out,
to know her name,
innocent, such a
pressed me very
may seem a very strange thing, but
it really drew me into the church,
where I had no thought of going, for
1 had not been in a Catholic Church
for many years.”

Sister Margaret glanced her
quickly, and then withdrew her gaze.
that bore traces of
with lines

upon the

traces of

at

It was a Jace
guffering, a proud face,
of care and unhappiness
there were

forehead, and

recent weeping,

I was only going to say, Sister,” Do you know where she sat in
she continued, ‘“‘that 1 wondered if fthe church?”’ .asked the Sister.
it ‘would be nice to offer up my First “In the last row, 1 was just be-

Communion for the release of a sul-
fering soul?”’

““Nice?'’ echoed the Sister. ‘‘Noth-
fng could be more lovely. Is there
some relative, perhaps, for whom
you should wish to make the offer-
ing?"!

-*‘Ns Sjster. Papa and mamma are

always praying and having Masses
said for the grandpapa and
mamma who are dead, And 1 don't
know of any other friends.”
““Well, then, what would be *

grand-

your
wish?"’

“I thought it
thing to offer it for some
soul.”

“‘Indeed it
Margaret, much edified.

“hen T will do that,”
simply, and the matter was
of no more,

On the morning of First Communion
day the childlen marched in proces-
sion from the convent to the church,
with that look upon their
faces which no human being
wears except on that memorable oc-
casion. Jessie and her
were the last to run the gauntlet of
admiring criticism from the crowds
that lined the sidewalks and surgeo
up to the steps. A lady richly at-
A4ired was passing in a carriage, driv-
en by a liveried coachman, The
horses began to kick, and Jessie
swerved aside with her companion,
for the first time raising her ayes,
which  had hent upon the
ground. They met those of the lady,
large, dark and sorrowful, with a
haughty expression that repelled the
child even in that brief moment. But
something in that innocent gaze
caught the attention of the occupant
of the carriage. She hesitated, lean-
ed forwaid, and ordering her coach-
man to stop, alighted from her ve-
hicle and slowly entered the church
into which the crowd had already
,‘ disappearci. Once inside she edged
" her way forward, and soon found
hersel, in the pew just behind Jes-
. sie, who was seated in the last row
 of first Communicants.

The Mass proceeded, and the lady

‘sat during the greater part of it,
half kneeling at the Elevation. Her
. face was pale and outwardly calm,
< but the occasional twitthing of her

ps betrayed the existence of strong
hidden emotion. After a fow words

might be a good

neglected
“said Sister

would,”

said Jessie,

spoken

young
ever

companion

been

A little thing, with great,
A future nun 1

hind her.
dark, pleading eyes.

should say, if appearances are not
deceitful.”’
“It must have been Jessie,”” was

the reply.
“Ah, there she is."”
as a child ran across the walk

said the lady,
10-
wara the school room.

‘‘Yes, that is
ter Margaret, and moved by an im-

Jessie,”” replied Sis-

pulse for which she could not ac-
count, she added:
“‘She i a dear good child. Would

you believe it, madame, she oficred
her first holy Communion this niorn-

ing for some neglected soul in pur-
gatory.””
““Mon Dieun,” exclaimed the Ilaay,

clasping her hands, ‘it is like a 1mir-
acle, Oh! Sister, I must see you
gain when you have leisure.
tell von the story of my life. I have
just when 1
might come 1o Confession, When can
X 8

“To-morrow we will have a
day on account of the First Commi-
nicants,”” was the reply. “‘Will
come to the convent at three?"’

The next afternoon, Sister Marganr-
ot found herself listening to the ful-
lowing story:

a-
I wust
the priest

Lecn asl

» you?'’

holi-

yon

“I was torn in New Orleans,’”” saia
Mrs. Malot, ‘‘of mixed French and
Irich descent. My father, on¢e a

Catholic, had become an infide); my
mother was a pious Catholic Chris-
tian. But from the first I was care-
less in religious matters, and when
I married, after the death of myv
mother, I gave up my faith entirely,
My husband was a Protestant, and
did not know that I had ever heen
a Catholic. In earlier days it was
a mark of odium in some portions
of this country to attend the Cath-
olic Church, and when we temoved
to the West we settled in a new
town composed almost entirely of
Methodists. Nothing could be far-
ther from my inclifiations than the

Methodist religion, but I joined the
church for the sake of society, and
it was only after I had really iden-
tified myself with that form of wor-
| ship that I began to realize my per-
fidy, and have regrets for my own,
which I endeavored to stifle.

““Some missionaries ,came to the
town; my hushgnd went to hear
them through curiosity, with the re:
sult that he  obtained works on
Catholicity, and was received

L)
‘| Catholic Church, where I would find

d into |
| the -Church. ‘He not only lost pres-

husband solicited me to  join

1ati

true fort and ‘but 1
had now gone so far that I was' a-
shamed to tell him I wag already a
Catholic, fearing his displeasure and
lasting contempt, for he was an up-
right man. He wished to remove to
some town where there was a Catho-
olic Church; the priest coming to
C—— but once a month, his congre-
gation consisting of laborers on the
railroad, miners and servant girls. 1
protested against this, and we re-
mained in C—. ’

“My husband entered into politics,

negleceed his business, lost the no-
mination for judge, and took to
drinking. His health was not rob-

ust, and in a couple of years dissip-
ation reduced him to a dying condi-
tion. He did not ask for a priest
and I did not inquire whether he
wished to see one, fearing to alarm
him. The end came suddenly, His
last words weré: ‘‘Oh! Mary, pray
for me and have prayers said for me
when I shall be in purgatory.,” His
mind was wandering, but it Letrayed
his most cherished wish. At the mo-
ment I meant to do as he r('rg\u-slml,r
but later negiected it. My heart
seemed to become hardened.
God permitted it, no doubt, to pun-
ish me. I lost all desire to reconcile
myself with Him. Some
mines in which my husband had Leen

have

Western

interested proved'valuable, and 1
was a rich woman. I came East,

joinec the Episcopal Church as being
the most fachionable, and T was on
my way to early service when I en-
countered the first Communicants on
their way to Mass. Something
the eyes of that little girl seemed to
summon me. After I went in, and
found her kneeling in front of me 1
tried to pray. It was only after she
had returned to the pew from the
Communion table that I felt a flood
of shame and repentance sweeping
through my soul. I wanted her dear
prayers for myself and for him, for
whom I had wept and
through all
I had left to suffer
purgatory.

“For 1 firmly believe that his was
the soul' whom God had chosen her
to deliver, or at least assist by her
pure, sweet offering. It is more than
it is a special Provi-
dence, a miracle, I needed one to
bring me back to the fold.

“Yesterday I was tempted to des-

mourned
but whom
fires of

these years,
in the

a coincidence,

night I went to Confession, and to-
day I begin to experience what it is
to be Catholic, even though a most
unworthy penitent.”

Society was aghast when the rich
and fashionable Mrs. Malot returned
to the Catholic Church, of which she
took pains to inforn: her friends she
had once been a member. Jessie won-
dered av the affection she ever -after-
ward showed towards her, and why
she seemed so pleased to meet her
on the way tp and from Mass, their
roads lying in the same direction.
But she did not know the secret of
it; wiser heads than hers believing it
better not to endanger the simplicity
of her pure young heart, by telling
her how it seemed that her beautiful
offering had been pleasing to God
and accepted by Him,

Nor does she know it yet, though
of the holiest and happiest am-;
the Helpers of the Holy Souls.—
Indian Advocate.
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Father Campbell on
Religious Indifference.

Rev. Thomas A. Campbell, S.J.,
in the course of a sermon, preached
at Stanford, Conn., recently gave ex-
pression to his convictions regarding
the indifference to religion in the
American Repullic. He said in part:
“I urge you to be present at this
sacrifice of the Mass, and to par-
take of the Blesscd Sacrament, not
only because I love my Church, Lut
becauvse 1 love nmy country, Let us
look for a momeot at the conditions
prevailing in this glorious country of
ours. Statistics show us, and 1
have no reason to doubt the accur-
acy of the figures, that between for-
ty and fifty million people attend no
church. In looking about us we find
our churches emptying, their congre-
gations are withering. It was not so
long ago that you und I were Sub-
jectea to ridicule and ‘Q‘L" scorn owing
to our belief. We were not consider- |
ed as worthy of the consideration
that was given to others, Now all
this is ch . A Catholic stands

pair; I felt that I could never face have not gone to church as they
my God, never meet my poor hus- should have, and now, when the
hand whose last prayer I had per- crisis is reached, it is seen that they
mitted to go unheeded. But last | have lost their old patriotism and

of knowledge that prompted it, there
was strong religious conviction.
Yes, Catholic priest that I am, T

far sooner. see every Protestant
church crowded to the doors than
this indifference that now confronts
us. And why do we find this empty-
ing of such churches? Is it not he-
cause they lack the great fundament-
al principle which should underlie al)
true worship of God—namely, a sa-
crifice? They go to hear their minis-
ter speak, and sometimes they  hear
a discourse on politics while often
some reference is made to current
affairs. But they soon tire of the
eloquence of the man; they soon tire

of the music, and then they stay
away. There is nothing to hold
them, and hence' the forty or fifty

million people in our country to-day
who belong to no church.

I appeal to you Catholics for the
:ove of your country, to be faithful
to your religious dutics, for the day
will come when men of religious con-
viction, men with a faith in God,
vill be needed, if our political insti-
utions are to be preserved. Look at
ravages made in other countries by
anarchism and the
inroads these forces are making here.
‘No God and no master,” is what

and socialism,

will stand here and say that I would'|
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they have on their banner. The time
is coming when we shall find in this
country that those who know no God
will know no master, and will riseé
against our democractic institutions.
Is it not inevitable that those who
will not acknowledge the law of God
will also refuse to acknowledge the
See what has happened
cnurche:

wheroe

law of man?
in other countries
have emptied. Asia Minor,
the Christian religion was born,
find under the hoof of the atrocious
and infamous Mohamm!dan.

where

we

Then to come to that country
which perhaps you are thinking
about., 1 refer to France. No country

on the globe has a more magnificent
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history, but behold her to-day. She
is closing the institutions which were
once her pride, and is driving in the
streets to mingle with thieves, pick-
pockets and abandoned women, hun-
dreds of pious men and women who
have dedicated their lives to God.
The boast is made that within a few
years there won’t be a Mass said in
Now the only reason I
this—and I know
religious

all France.
can ascribe for
love her—is
Her and
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at 2.80 p.m., on the third Thurg-
day at 8 p.m, President, Migg An-
nie Donovan; vice-president, Mrp
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Miss Rose Ward; ﬂnucial—secrel.ary,
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street; treasurer, Mrs, Charlotte
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Adviser, Rev. M. Callaghan; Chan-
cellor, F. J. Curran, B.C.L; Pre-
sident, Tred. J. Sears;' Recording-
Secretary, J. J. Costigan: Finan
cial-Secretary, Robt. Warren;
Treasurer, J. H, Feeley, jr.; Medk

Montreal, 13th May, 1903,

Manufacture Superior CHURCH BELLS

<al Advisers, Drs. H. J. Harrison,
E. J. 0'Connof and G. H. Merrill,

I hereby

. +SUBSCRIBE NOW=-~

SUBSCRIPTION ORDER

ISR A28 g SRR e VISR A O P | L1 )

&
The frue Witness P. & P. Co.’y, Limited
#. 0. BOX 1138, MONTREAL® P. Q.

c

; suthorize you to send me THE TRUE WITNESS for which
1 agree to pay to your oraer st the rate of Ora Dollar ryesr.

\.

- !

Vol L1T5
—
Tue TRUE W

18 PRINTED AND P

PN PR
CRI
w”sx.oo; United. §

snd France, $1.60 ; Belgi

CO.
":11 Communications

s P. & P Co., Limite

EPIL

o Jf the English-speal

Dest interests, they would :

'mm,ul Catholic papers ¢
work

NOTES

DAILY DISASTERS
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