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Ireland.

by "CRUX.”

aT this particulat stage of Ire­
land's affairs, the most tri-. 
ijtical, perhaps, since the Act 
5 of the Union deprived her of a 
" Parliament. It may be of in­

ject to have some idea of the uc- 
tual industrial resources of the
country. I have been taking tiy
time with these articles, picking up 
along the way, here and there, in­
formation from the pens of some of 
the foremost Irish writers of the lust 
century. Were I to so continue it 
would take months and months be­
fore I would reach the ultimate ob­
ject in view—a treatment of the pre­
sent day movements of a rival na­
ture, both regarding the language 
and the literature of the Old J>and. 
And yet, I do not feel that I have 
been losing any time. Suppose I 
were to go on for a year thus, at 
all events I would have the satisfac­
tion of participating, ih a very 
small way if you will, in the revival 
*f a section of Irish literature. Of 
course no one is sure of to-morrow; 
but even were my humble pen to 
cease in the midst of the work, there 
are others more able and better in­
formed who would take it up and 
complete it. Consequently I am in 
no hurry to reach the end; there is 
a vast mine of Irish literature in 

( front #of me, and the more it is ex­
cavated and the more the preci 3us 
ore is brought to the surface the bet­
ter for the people and their cause. 
Consequently, in the presence of the 
industrial issues of the hour, T make 
no excuse for returning to those es­
says of Davis, and of taking some 
extracts from one on the "Resourc.es 
of Ireland." Remember that what 
follows, after a few more necessary 
explanations, that I have to inter­
ject, was written in 1843 - - si>ty 
years ago—but that it is all as ap­
plicable to-day as it was at that

In 1843 Dr. Robert Kane, secre­
tary to the Council of the lioyel 
Irish Academy, Professor of Yavural 
Philosophy to the Royal Dublin So­
ciety, and of Chemistry to, the Apo­
thecaries Hall of Ireland, Dublin, 
published a very instructive book 
entitled "The Industrial Resources 
of Ireland." Some time earlier the 
famous Bishop Berkeley put, as 
query, could the Irish live and pro­
per if a brazen wall surrounded their 
island? The question had been olten 
and vaguely replied to. Dr. Kane 
at length answered it, and i-roved 
the affirmative. It was in. comment­
ing, in the "Nation," upon' Dr. 
Kane’s work that Davis gave the 
valuable information contained in 
the essay from which what follows is 
taken. Referring to Dr. Kane, he 
wrote:—

"Confining himself strictly to the 
Hand’ of our island (for he does r.ot 
enter on the subjects of fisheries and 
foreign commerce), he has proved 
that we possess ‘physical* elements 
for every important art. Not that 
he sat down to prove this. 'Faste, 
duty, industry, and genius, prompt­
ed and enabled him gradually to ac­
quire a knowledge of the physical 
products and powers of Ireland, end 
his mastery of chemical and mechan­
ical science, enabled him to see how 
these could be used.

"He was as successful as any man 
lecturing on subjects requiring ac­
curate details could be; and now he 
has given, in the volume before us, 
all his lectures, and much more. He, 
then, is no party pamphleteer, panrl- 

,ering to the national vanity; but a 
philosopher, who garnered up his 
knowledge soberly and surely, end 
now gives us the result of his stud­
ies There was, undoubtedly, a good 
deal of information on the subjects 

Of by Dr. Kane scattered 
«rough our topographical works 
«d Parliamentary reports, but that 
‘“formation is, for the most 

I n*w. unapplied, aod not tested 
' KaneV ‘
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"For the present, we shall confine 

ourselves to the subjects of the 
mechanical powers and minerals of 
Ireland."

This section is now selected for 
the reason that it applies in a par­
ticular manner to the issues of the 
present hour.

■
»

prfcwt
on to the con- 

mineral resources, 
would draw attention to the 

fact that the writer of these details 
and the student of these subjects is 
the same Davis the poet—the autlioi 
of the stirring ballads, and of the 
historic essays. What a versatile gt>. 
niusl

"We have at Avigna an inexhaust­
ible supply of the richest iron . ore, 
with coals to smelt it, lime to flux 
it, and infusible sand-stone and f.ie- 
clay to make furnaces of one the 
spot. Yet not a pig or bar is made 
there now. There are the cupper 
mines of Wicklow, Knockmahon and 
Allihiee; the lead, gold and sulphur 

( mines of Wicklow; the silver mines cf
The first difference between manu- I Ballyliehey; and the endless building

factures now and in any former 
time, is the substitution of machines 
for the hands of man. It may, in­
deed, be questioned whether the in­
creased strength over matter thus 
given to man compensates for the ill 
effects of forcing people to work in 
crowds; of destroying small and 
pampering large capitalists, of les­
sening the distribution of wealth 
even by the very means which In­
crease its production.

"We sincerely lament, with Lord 
Wharncliffe, the loss of domestic 
manufactures; we would prefer one 
house-wife skilled in the distaff and 
the dairy—home-bred, and home- 
taught, and home-faithful—to a fac­
tory full of creatures who live amid 
the eternal roll, and clash, and 
glimmer of spindles and rollers, 
watching with aching eyes the thou­
sand twirls, and capable of but one 
act—tying the broken threads. We 
abhor that state; we prefer the life 
of the old times, or of ipodern Nor­
way.

"But situated as we are, so rear 
a strong antagonist, and in the ixew 
highway from Europe to America, 
it may be doubted whether we can 
retain our simple domestic life. 
There is but one chance for it If the 
Prussian/ Tenure Code be, introduced, 
there is much, perhaps every hope of 
retaining or regaining our hon><v 
steed habits, and such a population 
need fear no enemy.

"If this do not come to pass," (as 
it bas not) "wè must make the best 
of our state, join our chief towns 
with railways, put quays to our har­
bors, mills on our rivers, turbines 
on our coasts, and under restrictions 
and with guarantees set the steam- 
engine to work at our flax, wool rfnd 
minerals.

"The two great mechanical powers 
are fire and water. Ireland is nolly 
endowed with both.

"We do not possess as ample fields 
of flaming coal as Britain; but even 
of that we have large quantities, 
which can be raised at about the 
same rate at which English coal can 
be landed on our coast.

"The chief sects of flaming coal in 
Ireland are to the west of Lough Al­
len, in Connaught, and around Dun­
gannon, in Tyrone. There is a small 
district oLit in Antrim.

"The stone coal. * or anthracite, 
which having light gas, does not 
blaze, and having much sulphur is 
disagreeable in a room, is found, — 
first, in the Kilkenny district, be­
tween the Nore and the Barro"' — 
secondly, from Freshford to Cashel, 
and thirdly, in the great Munster 
coal country, cropping up in every 
barony of Clare, Limerick, Cork and 
Kerry.

"Our bogs have'not received jus­
tice. The use of turf in a damp 
state turns it into an inferior fuel. 
Dried under cover, it is more econo­
mical, because far more efficient. It 
is used now in the Shannon steam­
ers, and Its use is Increasing in mil>«. 
For some purposes it is peculiarly 
good—thus, for the finer iron works, 
turf, and turf-charcoal, are even bet­
ter than wood, and Dr. Kane shows 
that the precious Baltic iron could 
be equalled by Irish iron smelted by 
Irish turf.

'Dr. Kane proves that the cost of 
fuel, even if greater in Ireland by 
no means precludes us from compet­
ing with England.

"In water-power we are still batter 
off. Dr. Kane calculates the rain 
which falls on Ireland in a year at 
over 100 billion cubic yards; and of 

he supposes two-thirds to pass 
leaving one-third.

materials and marbles.
"Why, then, are we a poor prov­

ince? Dr. Kane quotes Forbes, tjue- 
telet, etc., to prove the physical 
strength of our people. He might 
have quoted every officer who com­
manded them to prove their courage 
and endurance. Their soil is pro­
ductive—the rivers and harbors good 
—their fishing opportunities great — 
so is their means of making internal 
communications across their great 
central plains. We have immense 
water, and considerable fire power, 
and, besides the minerals necessary 
for the arts of peace, we are better 
supplied than almost any country 
with the finer sorts of iron, charcoal 
and sulphur, wherewith war is new 
carried on. Why is it, with these 
means of amassing and guarding 
wealth, that we are so. poor? The re­
mote causes were repeated foreign 
invasion, forfeiture, and bad laws. 
Disunion, self-distrust, quick credul­
ity, and caprice, were the weak­
nesses engendered in us by misfor­
tune and misgovernment; and they 
were the allies of oppression; for, 
had we been willing, we had long 
ago been rich and free. Knowledge 
is now within our reach; if we work 
steadily; 'and strength of character 
will grow upon us, by every month 
of perseverance and steadiness in 
politics, trade and literature.’* 

Enough for the present of this an­
alysis of Ireland's resources. Nefit 
week we must go a step farther-and 
to do so we must go away ba.ck in 
order to rush ahead—by taking up, 
in a brief and concise manner, the 
Commercial History of Ireland, or 
rather the History of Irish Com­
merce and Trade. The retrospect 
will merely serve as a guiding Ltar 
for the future.
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Spring is the season when your 
system needs toning up. In the 
spring you must have new blood, 
jupt as the trees must have new sap. 
With new blood you will feel spright­
ly, happy and healthy. Many people 
take purgatives in spring, but this 
is a serious mistake, as the tendency 
of aU purgatives is to further weak­
en the system. The one and only 
sure way to get new blood and new 
strength is to take Dr. Williams* 
Pink Pills. They actually make new, 
rich, red blood—they are the great­
est spring tonic in the world. pr. 
Williams* Pink Pills speedily banish 
all spring ailments. Miss Bell Co- 
hoon, White Rock Mills, N.S., says: 
“I have found Dr. Williams* Pink 
Villa a splendid spring medicine. I 
was very much run down; the least 
exertion exhausted me, and I hail a 
constant feeling of languor and 
sluggishness. My appetite failed me 
arid my sleep at night was disturbed 
and restless. After I began the use 
of Dr. Williams* Pink Pills, there 
was a speedy change for the better, 
and after taking a few boxes, I felt 
stronger than I had done for year;;

You can. get Dr. Williams* Ph.h 
Pills from any dealer in medicine, or 
by mail post paid, at 50 cents a 
•box, or six boxes for (2.50, by writ­
ing direct to the Dr. Williams* Medi­
cine Co., Brockville, Ont. Do net 
let any dealer persuade you to take 
a substitute. Substitutes never cured 
onyone-the genuine pills have cured 
hundreds of thousands in idl parts
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nten LEADERS IRISH SOCIETIES

(By An Occasional Contributor.)

P. CUNNINGHAM.
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The present occupant of the presi­
dential chair in the Young Irish­
men’s Literary and Benefit Associa 
tion, Mr. J. P. Cunningham, has 
been a" member of that organization 
since 1891. He has held the offices 
of collecting-treasurer and honorary 
treasurer, served as a member of t.h 
Advisory Board, and on twe o-oa 
sions has been honored by being 
elected by acclamation to the 
portant office which he now occu­
pies. Mr. Cunningham is n young 
man, whose prospects are full of pro­

mise. enterprising, studious, honest 
and of kindly disposition he is cer­
tain to make his mark in the indus­
trial sphere.

During the term of his office Mr. 
Cunningham has initiated 350 new 
members, and the Association has 
held some of its most successful pub­
lic performances, notably that of 
St. Patrick’s Day celebration at 
Proctor’s Theatre which, it is said, 
is the banner event in the long rec­
ord of this progressive and patriotic

MR. JOSEPH O’BRIEN
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Harper s Weekly," which is never 
to be accused of harboring an idea 
favorable to Catholicity, has pub­
lished some remarke comments upon 
the subject of "Keeping of Lent,” in 
the United States. It is not that 
the article contains anything new 
that we refer to it. but simply to 
draw our own conclusions therefrom. 
Remember it is a strictly Protestant 
organ that gives expression to these 
views, and that they are written out 
for Protestants, in a Protestant 
country. We simply wish that our 
readers will remark how, apart from 
the religious aspect of the subjéct, 
there is a wisdom in the lenten 
principle, which even the greatest 
opponents of the Catholic Church are 
bound to admit—and they admit it 
by their practice. The article says:- 

"Our generation is not irreligious, 
but the prevailing tendency is to be 
more concerned about the conduct of 
life than about salvation. Perhaps 
we are rashly and ill-advisedly calm 
about salvation, but our interest in 
it tends to- be indirect. We incline 
to the feeling that our immediate 
concern is to make the most and the 
best of our lives, and that if we do 
that, whatever follows will take care 
of itself. Our use of Lent is deter­
mined by this general sentiment. We 
don’t so much try to. square ac­
counts and make direct and special 
progress towards Heaven, as to fit 
ourselves for the recurring duties of 
earth. And, of course, Lent gets ob­
servance chiefly from women. Our 
leisure class is rçine-tenths women, 
and even the business women are 
better able to adapt to their daily 
tasks the Lenten duties they under­
take than most men are. Business 
does not stop for Lent, though when 
old Trinity calls Wall street to 
prayers, many a man lays down his 
muck-rake, and heeds the invitation 
to his soul. The usual concerns of 
life go on, the children go forth to 
school, the bread-winner goes to liis 
desk or his bench, the bread-maker 
to his dough. The fixed employ­
ments and engagements do not 
budge, but the mistress of the house 
and the grown-up daughters can ad­
apt their occupation# somewhat to 
the season. When a Lenteri service 
come» in the morning, they can get 
to it if they choose, and when Pro­
fessor Dorley lectures on the Out­
look for Civililatlon, their morning 
engagements can be arranged to in­
clude him also. Reading clubs ore 
particularly active In Lent. So tire 
all other women’s clubs, and what 
with the increased diffusion of ideas, 
and the moderate slackening of the 
social pace that gives more time for 
sleep and reflection, such social in­
tercourse as is left is not unlikely to 
be exceptionally remunerative.

If all this does not seem like very 
strict Lent-keeping, ft must be ic- 
membered that this is in the main a 
Protestant country, and that not 
more than one-fifth of our popula­
tion belongs to either of the two 
churches that recognize Lent us a 
season which brings religious oblig­
ations. With the other four-fifths 
Lenten observances are a matter of 
taste, to be taken for what they are 
worth, and borrowed or declined, as 
convenience dictates.”

We are not now dealing, any more 
than does the writer of the forego­
ing, with Lent as an institultp.n of 
religion.’ Merely considered fromMhe 
material point of view, from the 
standpoint of health, of well-being, 
of recuperation, of inculcation of 
self-control, of temperate habits, of 
subjugation of the flesh and the will 
and the passions, of a privation for 
the sake of a more prolonged and 
keener enjoyment. Viewed thus, we 
see the wisdom of the Lenten oblig­
ation?; and thus do we perceive in a 
fresh instance the wisdom of the 
Church in establishing such an insti­
tution. So very important, so 
transcendantiy so are the spiritual 
needs and eternal Interests ox man, 
that the Church’s solicitude for our 
souls makes us often overlook the 
fact she is a good mother, in every 
sense, and is just as solicitous for 
our temporal welfare as our human 
happiness. If we go over the long 
list of all the Church's precepts we 

,o our surprise, .perhaps, 
ever laid down a law for 
e of her children that was 

benefit them so-

Mr. Josepn O’Brien, one of the 
sturdy veterans—still in harness, for 
he was chairman of the great dram­
atic performance on St. Patrick’s 
night this year, is a staunch friend 
of the Young Irishmen's Literary and 
Benefit Association, whose name was 
entered upon the membership roll 
many years ago. He has hew vari­
ous positions of trust from that of

a member of the old Committee of 
Management to the honored and 
much coveted position of President.

Mr. O'Brien is in business on his 
account, and counts his friends by 
the scores iti Montreal. He is a man 
of well known integrity and has the 
courage of his convictions so charac­
teristic of every true Catholic Irish-
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Random Notes 
And Comments.

THE MISSIONARY. — Ever since 
our Saviour instructed his Apostles 
to go forth into all nations baptiz­
ing them in the name of the Father 
and of the Son and of the Ifoly 
Ghost, the spirit and the activity of 
the missionary have been continued. 
The missionaries of the twentieth

and spiritually. And
same work as 

The v otic
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utury are dpi: 
the Apostles of
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work. They know so much of the 
truth, and do not abide by it. A 
heathen converted once usually a- 
bides by his instructions and is 
faithful to the obligations he takes. 
A man who has had all the advan­
tages of a Christian mother and a 
Christian education, seemingly be­
gins to think that such great bless­
ings are his by right, that he al­
ways has religion at his command, 
that he may take off or put on,, like 
a suit of clothes. He is 
Catholic; and in this advanced 
tury where rationalism and material­
ism undermine religious instincts, a 
nominal Catfiolic fs in ae great need 
of a missionary as was 
Cathayan or the North American I 
dian.
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