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1. THE FARMER'S ADVOCATE is published on the fifth and twen
tieth of each month.

It is impartial and independent of all cliques or ies, handsomely
illustrated with original engravings, and furnishes the most
profitable, practical and reliable information for tarmers, dairy-
men, gardeners, and stockmen, of any publication in Canada.

3. TERMS OF SUBSCRIPTION—$1.00 l;; year tn advance ; $1.25
it in arrears; sample copy free. ropean subscriptions, 6s.,
or $1.50. New subscriptions can commence wth anv month,

8 ADVERTISING RATES — Single insertion, 13 ocents per line,
Contract rates furnished on application.

4. DISCONTINUANCES — Remember that the publisher must be

notified by letter or post-card when a subscriber wishes his paper

(12 All must be paid. Returning your paper

will not enable us to discontinue it, as we cannot find your name

on our books unless your Post Office address is given.

6. THE ADVOCATE is sent to subscribers until an explicit order
is received for its discontinuance. All payments of arrearages
must be made as required by law.

¢ THE I.Atl IS, llhalt all subscribers ‘;o nndeth ’ re A;dhﬁ
responsible until all arrearages are paid a eir paper @
to be discontinued.

7. REMITTANCES should be made direct to this office, either by
Registered Letter or Money Order, which will be at our risk.
When made otherwise we cannot be responsible.

8 ALWAYS GIVE THE NAME of the Post Office to which your v
is sent. Your name cannot be found on our books unless this

is done.
9. THE DATE ON YOUR LABEL shows to what time your subsorip-
tion is paid.
10. SUBSCIUPNB!RS failing to receive their rpu promptly and
ngulu§ will confer a favor b‘v reporting the faoct at once.
NO ANONYMOUS communications or enquiries will receive atten-

tion.

LETTERS intended for publication should be written on one side
of the T ouwxl . ‘
WE INV FARMERS to write us on any agricultural topic.
We are always pleased to receive practical articles. For such
a8 we consider valuable we will y ten eentafret inch printed
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matter. Criticisms of Articles, to Improve
the Apvocars, Descriptions of New Grains, Roots or Vegetables
not generally known, Particulars of Experiments Tried, or
Improved Methods of Cultivation, wre each and all welcome.
Contributions sent us must not be furnished other rs until
after they have appeared in our columns. Rejected matter will
be returned on reoeipt of postage.

14. ALL COMMUNICATIONS in reference to any matter connected
with this paper should be addressed as below, and not to any
irdividual connected with the paper.

Address — THE FARMER'S ADVOCATE, or
THE WILLIAM WELD COMPANY (LiMiTep),
WixNiPEa, MANITORA,

namely. the money valwe of @ crop of trees. Some of
the Governmental forests report anannual income of
as high as fifteen dollars ($1)) per acre. [If Canadi-
ans expect forestry as a scheme to go. the money-
making part of it must not be forgotten. and the
supervision of the work needs to be given to per-
sons holding higher qualifications than party heel.
ers, The O. A. C.. Guelph. has turned out <everal
men well equipped along horticultural lines. who
could doubtless be made use of in this work with
benefit to all concerned.

The question of compulsory education was
brought up in the Legislature recently. and not be-
fore time. There isa great need for such a law. not
only for ignorant parents. but for some who arve
fairly well educated themselves, and vet deny their
children even the rudiments. Tar and feathers are
wltra rirves in this 20th century, If there is at any
time justification for such heroic treatment.it would
be in cases where parents. ecither from sheer
carelessness or love of money. keep children at home
from school'entirely. and thus allow them to grow
up in comparative ignorance. lgnorance produces
crime in the majority of cases. so that a vigorous
compulsory education by law will not be out of
place in the Province.

-

Provincial Hail Insurance does not seem to make
much progress through the lLegislature. Spoon-fed
people never amount to much. The exercise of
paternalism by a Government paralyzes individual
effort and often Jdemoralizes the beneficiary.
Government Hail Insurance would open the way to
all sorts of roguery. and woald not be conducive to
earlv-rising in ~ceding time teowould discourage
grass seeding and cattle breeding. place a premium
on laziness ar meapabihity. and be a distinet en-
couragement to one line of farming. vunely, ex-

clusive grain-growing. and that would be retro-
gression, There are lots of legitimate enues for
Governments to work and aid the people of the
faii such as agricaltioval colleges, farniers’ insti
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Ne-W. T. Farmers' Institute Meetings.
A HINT TO ONTARIO FRUIT PACKERS,
Through the joint efforts of the Territorial and

Dominion Departments of \griculture the former -

arranging places and dates and advertising the
meetings, and the latter turnishing the delegates
Farmers' Institute meetings were held throughout
the greater portion of Alberta and Assiniboia
during February and March. (n the whole, the
meetings were well advertised and the work well
planned, the country being divided into suitable
sections for the different delegations to do their
work advantageously : and those whose duty it was
to plan and advertise the meetings deserve much
credit for the very eflicient work they did.

The places of holding meetings were not limited
to points along the railway, but included outlying
points as well, as the accompanying list will show.
The delegation of which the writer was a member
covered that section of Assiniboia lying along and
including a belt fifteen to twenty miles on either
side of the C. P. R. between Moose Jaw aud
Wapella, the following being a list of the meetings
held, together with the attendance at each :

Moose Jaw, 40: Marlborough, 23: Lumsden, M:
Wascana, 35: Balgonie, 30; Davin, 23; Qu'Appelle,
0 Fort Qu'Appelle, 75: Abernethy, 30 : Indian
Head, 75: Sintulata, 65: Walseley, 60; Ellisboro, &3:
Grenfell, i5: Broadview, 30 ; Fitzmaurice, 2 : Fair-
mede, 60: Wapella, 40: Hillburn, &5. Total attend-
ance, N average, 32

The members of the delegation and their subjects
were: T. G. Raynor, B. S. A, Cultivation of the
soil, and composition of common feeding stuffs; 1.
Drummond. Live stock, including horses, cattle,
sheep, swine, and poultry: J. W. Mitchell, Our
markets and their demands, mixed farming, and
dairying.

Satisfactory as the meetings were from the point
of attendance, they were still more so when Judged
from the standpoint of interest manifested by those
present. The plan adopted at all of our meetings,
and which wm‘lked most satisfactorily, was for each
delegate to speak briefly, by way of introducing his
subject and referring to what he regarded as the
most important points, and then invite questions
upon and free discussion of the subject under con-
sideration. The discussions were most earnest and
hearty. and could not fail to prove valuable, for
they brought out and helped to clear up many
difficulties, while many suggestions were made
which will furnish material for reflection and future
investigation. \When one pauses to think for a
moment. it séems quite patent that a fair share of
the time of Farmers™ Institute meetings should be
given up todiscussion and the asking and answering
of questions, the delegates speaking briefly to intro-
duce their subjects and bring out the most salient
points, and then acting as directors of and partici-
pants in the discussions. In this way only can the
real object of such meetings be attained, for local
conditions and local and individual difticulties can
hereby be brought out and discussed. and the price-
less experience and observations of farmers of the
locality brought to bear in solving many knotty
problems.  An exchange of ideas amungst the
farmers is one of the by no means least valuable
features of an Institute meeting.

The country seems ripe for Institute meetings,
and they should, and doubtless will. become a fixed
feature of the work of the two Departments of
Agriculture in their efforts to aid in the develop-

ment of the agricultural interests of the Territories.
My reasons for saying that the country is ripe for
Institute meetings are that the conditions under
which we have to work—the peculiarities of soil
and climate, the weed pests, etc. —are now fairly well
known, and the farmers are in a position to state
these and their individual difticulties, and to discuss
them intelligently. One could not fail to be im-
pressed with the truth of the foregoing while
listening to the discussions at our recent meetings.

~r

THE USE OF MANURE.

One fact which weelicited from the farmers at our
various meetings was that even in the Northwest
manure can be used to good advantage. There was
some ditference of opinion as to the best methods of
handling and applying it. but all the progressive
farmers advocated returning it to the soil, and not
casting it aside or burning it. Besides its ferti-
lizing value, it seems to have the effect of causing a
grain crop to mature earlier. To the truth of this,
several farmers attested strongly.

ONTARIO APPLES,

Just a word, in conclusion, to our Ontario breth.
ren. At several of our meetings—in fact, whenever
the question was rveferred to—it was complained
that many of the Ontario fruit packers have been
acting dishonestly by filling the middles of the
barrels with a quality of apples quite inferior to
that at the ends, and inquiries of our merchants
elicited the same complaint. Even should the new
Dominion enactment fail in any respect to compel
honesty in the packing of fruit, it will not pay to
trifle with the Manitoba and Northwest markets :
honesty, rather. will be found the best policy.
There is a proverb, “Once bitten, twice shy,” and
while good Ontario fruit is in high favor here, yet
we can and will purchase elsewhére rather than
have deception practiced upon us. What | have
said does not apply to all, or even the majority, of
the Ontaric fruit packers and dealers: but the
troubie s that one \{i\\honu\( man brings his fellows
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Another point : The freight upon a bar, @
apples being equal to or greater than its .. Ny
price in Ontario, it will never pay us to i 't
wferior fruit: for the relative prices of po: 14
good fruit to the consumer are so nearly equal 1y
while a barrel of poor apples would cost the
sumer $3.M), say, a barvel of choice fruit would ot

cost him over about $4.00. Which is he like!
want, and which will it pay him to purchase
JOWL Mirene
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Manitoba Estimates for 1901.
At the last session of the Local Legislatwie .
following estimates relating to the Agriculi .|
Department for 1101 were passed :

To Agricultural Societios and Farmers' Instit ntes . §4
Winnipeg Industrial Kxhibition Association W e
Rrandon Summer Fair L

Portage la Prairie Fair - 2 iuw
Agricultural statistiex 1.wn
Conmmission » agricultural cducation Wi
Diseases of animals,. ... .. T
Noxious weed inspection \ % ) 2w
Iairy school and 3

alry instruction, ) N, ww
Dairy Association ey -
Pure-bred Cattle Breeders’ Association

Sheep and Swine Brecders' Association Ax
Horse Breeders' Association N4
Horticultural Society e

Poultry Association

To the Sheep and Swine Breeders' and Horee
Breeders’ Associations there were ve-votes of SoAw)
each, the grant for 190 not having been taken up,

The estimates show an increase of nearly 82w
for dairy school and dairy instruction, to cover {he
cost of inspectors, salaries and expenses. A cheese
and a butter instructor are to be appointed for the
summer months.

The Quarter-Section Mixed Farmer.

H. \'s letter puts one side of the question, and
puts it well. [ note he dates from the Territovies,
Now, any one writing from the Territories is very
apt to lose sight of one thing,and that is, that to get
a true view of things. one should not deal with pres
ent conditions, which are temporary, but with thing-
as they will be.  This is particularly the case in a
question like the one under discussion. Owing to
the alternate-section principle, there probably is not
a quarter-section farmer in the Tervitories who has
not the advantage of free pasture on vacant railway
or other wild lands. In considering whether 1tn
acres is enough to * mixed-farm ~ upon, the proper
way to get a clear view of the matter is to erect an
imaginary fence around the 160 acres,and to confine
the farmer to that 160 acres for everything. Not a
load of wild hay, not a stick of fuel or building tim-
ber, not a day’s pasture, must be credited to the free
range. This is what it is already coming to in some
districts.  When you have done this, then size up
your lt#) acres on this basis: and the closest figuring
and most economical and industrious management
can only produce something like a bare living. The
result will be a vast number of small farmers Just
struggling along. They cannot expand bevond a
certain point without the free range. They will be
able to keep a few cattle, a few hogs, a few hens,and

raise a few bushelsof grain. Now, H. A. apparently
doesn’t want to see enterprising farmers, who want
to make money, but idyllic farmers, who will be
satisfied with living a quiet life within a narrow
circle. There are two sides to the question.  H, A.
has put one. I will try and put the other.

Take your 1600 acres, first from the wheat-grow-
ers point of view. H. A. says wheat-growing is a
failure if a man can do on 13 acres. | can't agree
with him. Let us figure on I6h-acre farm for wheat.
Remember, he has no free run of any kind. Now
take the Regina soil.  He will need three horses
They will need something to eat. To grow oats,
hay, etc., will take up a part of the 160 acres. He
must either buy butter or have some cow pasture.
and a horse pasture is not a bad thing. Without
going into details too closely, I think if the wheat-
grower has 120 acres out of the 160 available fo
wheat, he will not be doing badly. At the least {0
acres of this should be in summer-fallow. That
leaves N acres of wheat. Out of that he has to pay
A year's expenses, live, raise a family. and provide
for old age. Now, the man who is content to go
through life on nothing else but N acres of wheat
per annum, in a country where the seasons are pre-
carious, is easily pleased. If you take the mixed
farmer, he is in a worse plight. - The native pasture
soon runs out. If he has to provide pasture, winter
fodder and everything else on 160 acres, without
assistance from the free vang, he will make a fair
living in good years, with the best management.
and in dry years, when all descriptions of feed are
short, he will come out at the small end of the horn.

[t all depends upon the way you look atit. It
you want farmers who are content to be in a small
way of business, under conditions that only admit
ol his going to a certain very limited point, then
160 acres is enough.  If you want prosperous farm-
ers, 1) acres is too little,  What | mean. in & nut-
shell, is that I don't want to see a great grist of
small farmers who are contented with being small
farmers, and who can’t be anything else, but farm
ers who will be in a position to make something
l‘lwr;' 1S an immense amount of arable land in the
Tervitories, and I think the half-section and not the
quarter-section farmer is the man we are looking
for in the Territories. Jo H.

Carnduff, \ssa.




