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THE HORSE.

The World’s Horses.

‘Men who have seen anything of war tell us
that its havoc among horses is awful. It is said
that already the original horses that went into
the European war have been entirely replaced by
a new draft, and that many of these have gone.

It is said that the armies of kFrance and Ger-
many are drawing upon every horse they can
gsecure and are rushing them to the war zone.

Britain is also monthly taking a larger draft of

horses. The German army requires rearly 800,-
000 horses for a complete mobilization. The
IF'rench army requires 250,000 for its cavairy
alone, and it is estimated that at the losses in
horses alone to the present date in the present
war will run well into a million. Perhaps the
most tragic feature of the war in regard to

horses, is the sacrifice of such a great percentage
of the Belgian horses whose home is along the
Meuse valley in Belgium. All told, the horses in
Belgium before the war numbered but 263,000.

The other countries engaged in the war had
the following numbers of horses before the war :
Great Britain, 2,230,000; France, 3,222,000 ;
Russia in KEurope, 24,652,000; Russia in Asia,
10,000,000; Germany, 4,523,000; and Austria-
Hungary, 4,374,000.

Canada has 2,947,738 horses, and other parts
of the Empire probably 3,000,000 more. United
States s, according to latest statistics, about
24,000,000 horses.

Already shiploads of horses have gone
(Canada to fill places in the British army. More
have gone from the United States to both "the
British and French armies. Should the war con-
tinue for any length of time horses will be the
most expensive thing about the farm.

When the war has drawn on some millions
more of horses to be blotted out, what will be
the position of Canada in the horse world ? In-
stead of America going to Europe for horses,
Europe will be coming to America not only for
horses to carry on the work on the farms, streets
and roads, but also for pure-bred breeding stock

from

to continue the improvement of the noted breeds

of draft horses. Will Canadian horsemen be in a
position to take advantage of the demand for
better pure-bred horses that the war will create ?

The Future of Horse Breeding’as
Seen in England.

THE FARMER’S ADVOCATE.

present time, even if a fee be low, the farmer has
great difficulty and great expense for sending. the
mares, maybe three or four times. The Govern-
ment could keep the horses from two years old
to four years old in the big parks at Windsor,
Richmond and Bushey Park instead of the useless
deer. At four years old the difiérent cavalry
regiments should take them up idr training, but
should not do regular hard work before reaching
five or six years of age.

As long as the breaking up of estates and the
division of land into small properties does not
stop hunting altogether, there will be plenty of
money to buy hunters. Iarmers will breed them
too if they can be sold at two years old, but
must demand a high price if they are to be kept
longer. It is not the fee for service that stops
the farmer; it is the expense of keeping the young
horses, the amount of care and attention they
need, and the skill required to train thent that
frightens the farmers.

The French Government has large breeding
establishments in Algeria, and, I believe the Ger-
nran and Austrian Governments have also large
studs. There has been some question of starting
a horse-breeding organization in Canada ; the
sooner the Government makes up its mind about

it, the better for this country. South Africa
also would afford splendid breeding grounds. Un-
doubtediy the best horses of all come from Ire-

land; surely it would be easy enough to organize
studs there, and also to make it worth while for
the farmers there to breed on a large scale.—Sir
E. D. in the Live Stock Journal Almanac
1915.
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ly, large numbers must be held in readiness in re-
serve, so that they can be utilized on short no-
tice. Before the opening of the present European,
war there were many military experts who
claimed that owing to the improved machine guns
now in use, the cavalry would not be apt to play
a very important part in war, but we find that
they still ~are invaluable. In fact, they have
proved in the present conflict that they are just
as dependable as of old, and have done most
effective work in checking the enemies’ advances
on numerous occasions.

Men can stand up against rifle fire, can endure
continuous shelling while entrenched, but to stand
up and face a squadron of cavalry, charging at a
thundering gallop, requires a different kind of

courage. They _are not up against a mere ma-
chine, as in thé first instance, but face to face
with an irresistible living force against which

or anything less than machine

bayonets, rifles
guns are of little avail. Not only does the horse
play a prominent part in warfare from the stand-
point of a cavalry animal, but he is also an -
essential part of the artillery batteries. Without
hin? it would be well nigh impossible to move the
huge field pieces and siege guns that have played
such an important part in the present war. We
also find him used for transport work, more of
which is done by motor truck than formerly, but
still the horses are largely used in this service.

1t is readily seen from the various uses to.
which horses are put during war that various
types of animals would be required. Fot in-

stance, an animal suitable for a remount for - a
cavalryman would not be thee best sort to use om
a gun carriage or a
transport wagon.

Several types are Te:
quired, in fact they in-
clude nearly 'all the
classes of horses usual-
ly found on the aver-
age Canadian farm.
The type probably in
greatest demand is the
“rider’” or cavalry
horse. This horséeé
should stand from 15
to 15.8 hands high,
weigh from 1,000 to
1,150 pounds, be
sound, strongly
muscled, compact-
ly built and possess a
set of clean-cut limbs
properly placed.
Horses of this kind are
desirable because they
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to such an extent that the farmer can no longer
the limited and

afford to breed light horses for
underpaid market which alone 1S open
Horses are now needed for :—1, Racing;

to him
2, Farn

work; 3, Cavalry; 4, Hunting; and the few, very

few, needed for harness work can be suppliec

from the misfits of 3 and 4.

1

i

of size. There are a
great many that might
be termed “big little
horses’’ in demand for
mounted infantry,
These animals are only

used for carrying a

Owing to the initial expenses race horses are o ) ] \
mostly bred by wealthy owners; moreover they Ligquide (Imp.). _ ’ , man and his eq\lllpﬂleﬂt
begin work, and possibly gain their living, at First-prize two-year-old at (‘anadian National Exhibition, Toronto, 1913, 1o x- from place to l)l-&ce.
, Ilassard, Markham, Ont They enable the in-

two years old, and the enormous prizes open tc
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reasonable price even at public auctions. It pays I _“‘“"l “" “r"“”“\““’x__f‘.‘l‘ ‘I“"l‘ }(I‘L.‘:‘ fl"\, ""l““t ’LU_“': charging dt full speed over rough or uneven
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who are fortunate enough to live in a neighbor- past had their agents )”,j\‘lf”? ’:1 'l); s ll'(“w)l 5 none the less useful in their place.
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to keep a gelding destined for town work: $il 1,1\“ secured from the Pacific coast states. In (Canada, Ppounds, and are from 15.1 to 16 hands high. Be-
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