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The Possibilities °frhe 0rganized Farmers' Movement

MTMtsd recent!, |„ w,'„nl 
».»r,er „r two bl, hrmerf c„mM“e, t J 
m.r ultimately hay, üutmrutu, °n“ *

tbo urbanized l.rmer,' movement 0ntl«é m 
fact, the merger In question is likely to affect the 
organized fanners' movement in CanaH. k .

certain leaders in the farmers' move- 
ment as well as of thousands of the 
ntnlc and file, more particularly in 
Western Canada.

The new company is to be known as 
U»e United Grain Growers Limited. It 
« A^aV® *n au,horil(‘d capitalization of 
16,000,000 and about 
shareholders.

•yHERE was
H BRONSON COWAN, 

Editor-In-Chief of Farm and Dairy. western provinces. Stock ^as sold in all three 
provinces, and business connections established. 
Since then the! Saskatchewan and Alberta Cooper
ative Elevator Companies have been established 
which has resulted In some overlapping between 
these two companies agd the Grain 
Grain Co. The recent merger of two of 
companies, It is expected, will eliminate consider
able of this overlapping.

The Grain Growers’ Grain Co. Is a most power
ful -organisation. Last year it handled 14,737,687 
bushels of grain. Its profits. Including several 

subsidiary companies, were 8775,000. 
_ Its paidup capital Is $1,073,178. The

I company has some 18,000 shareholders 
1 of whom about 8,600 are In Manitoba. 
I 7,300 in Saskatchewan, and the balance 
I mostly In Alberta and British Columbia.
I The company owns 14 elevators in 
I Manitoba, leases 6 from private parties 
I and 176 from the Manitoba Government,
I with a good prospect that it will buy 
I most if not all of these elevators from 

the government In the near future. It 
owns a terminal elevator at Fort Wil
liam, which was destroyed by Are this 
year, but which is being replaced by a 

| new one at Port Arthur, and It leases 
another large terminal elevator from 

■ the Canadian Pacific Railway. An toi- 
I portant part of its business Is done 

through the Grain Growers’ Export Co., 
==s wHh officers In New York, a subsidiary 

company, which it controls and which
thiq company showed profits of $16«fooO.

In addition to the foregoing activities 
th<- company controls the Grain Grow
ers’ British Columbia Agency, 
pany doing business in British Colum
bia, it has a big cooperative department 

and it owns Us own printing plant and the Grain 
Growers’ Guide in Winnipeg, as well as a large 
timber limit in British Columbia.

with the three western companies 
are getting there.

Tho recent merger has had the 
Ing two of the western

However, we

effect of unit- 
•luch ection

appears to have been almost Inevitable, t the 
reeling has been growing, especially during tho 
past couple of years, that the time has come 
when there should be a closer linking up of the 
various farmers’ organizations.

companies.

26,000 farmer
. ........... Iu Wrowlug power,

will be $7,600,000. It will control all the 
business hitherto done t>y the 
Growers’ Grain Co. of 
by the Alberta Farmers’

Grain 
Winnipeg, and 

Cooperative
Elevator Company, Limited, of Calgary.

Two farmers’ companies, which have 
not yet Joined the me -çer, are the Sas
katchewan Cooperative Elevator Co 
Ltd., of Regina, and the United Farm- 
era’ Cooperative Co., Ltd., of Toronto 
The first was invited to unite with the 
other two companies, but so far has de
clined. It may ultimately decide to do 
so. The Ontario Company has not been 
Invited as yet to throw in Us lot 
the western companies, although 
are indications that in due time It will 
be given an opportunity to do so should 
our Ontario farmers qp desire, 
suggestion that Ontario might desire to 
unite with the west was received with hearty ap
plause when made recently at the annual meet
ing of the Grain Growers’ Grain Company in Win-
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handles grain for export.

1 he

The Farmers’ Companies.
In order that the readers of Farm and Dairy 

msy understand the position of affairs more 
clearly It may be well to take a little time to study 
the situation as it lias developed during the 
ten J years. Let us start with the farmers’

Through its
cooperative department last year It sold $278,206 
worth of farm machinery. $180,410 of lumber 
$680,000 of oinder twine. $70,136 of barbed wire! 
$63,336 of woven wire and other goods to n total* 
value.of $1,363,581. Through handling goods In 
this way It it, believed that the

Position of the Movement.

Ten years ago the organised fanners’ past
ment In Canada—as we know it to-day—wïs^in 
Us Initial stages. To-day there are four provincial 
larmers’ companies, as well as at least four allied 
associations, three of which have between them 
nome 48,000 farmer shareholders, who 
meets valued at $8,000,000. have a paid up capital 

••f $2,000,000, and last year . arned profits of 
11,814,000. The three companies referred

Ten years ago the Grain Growers' G rein Com 
Pany was launched In Winnipeg This, In a sense, 
is the parent organization. It 
order that It might help the farmers of

company has
saved the prairie farmers hundreds of thousands 
If not millions of dollars in the lower prices at 
which such goods have been sold by competing 
companies During the last 10 years the company 
has earned $1,488,740 In profits, of which $660,000 
has been paid out to Its shareholders. The presl 
dent and general manager is T. A. Crerar. Wlnnl 
peg, who has grown with the company from the 
start, and who Is still under 41

was organized in
Canada sell tlielr grain to better advantage**™ 
has been a remarkable success from the start. Its 
success has been a great stimulus and aid to the 
other companies since organised.

When the Grain Growers’ Grain Co. was first 
organized it was expected that it would serve the 
business Interests of the farmers in Die three

control

, -, to are
all in the western provinces. The Ontario Farm 
• rs’ Company, although already doing 

omislng business, still has a considerable dle- 
nre to go beforb ll will be entitled to be classed

years of age.
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