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Preservative Treatment for Fence Posts
Soft Wood Properly Treated will Last Many Years
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or by removing them to a barrel of cold crroied 
where they may be left irom six to twelve hours, 

“Top treatment is needed *?o poison the focj 
supply of fungi and to prevent the absorption q| 
moisture by the post during wet weather, only. 
Therefore, it need not be as thorough t.s the for. 
mer treatment, and is given by reversing th,

een minutes or by placing them in cold erte. 
sole add allowing them to remain until the trm. 
perature of the liquid reaches 81* degrees "

Details of the Process

prt»«-
other

ness and carefulness count for a great deal in 
the operation.

“Time required for bottom treatment varies 
with the different kinds of woods, since some 
abso- ti the creosote much more readily than do 
otheis. The liquid should be heated to slightly

F F.NCE posts, which a few years ago every 
farmer cut in his own bush without ever a 

thought of cost, have now become so expensive 
in some localities that farmers are considering 
the advisability of growing their own fence posts.
If this practice is widely followed, the trees 

for fence posts 
must nfeccs warily be 
those that grow rapidly 
and have a soft wood. If 
put direcjly into the 
ground without previous 
treatment, such posts 

highly unsatisfac
tory, their life not being 
half as long as the life 
of a good woven wire 
fence. In fact, it is fool
ish to put high-grade 
fencing on second-class 
posts. Hence the inter
est that is being taken 
in the preservative treat
ment of soft wood posts. Are There Any Silos of This Type in Canada?
At jhe price of a few jr hBT, not heard of them. Pit eiloe. however, are quite common In Kan-
cents per post, it is pos- *1». where this photo w;,a taken. Thin p-trkular »llo 1» 32 feet under ground 

, . V^ No e the derrick for lifting out contente Ah a general rule, pit rflo. are bmH. in
Stole to take the cheap- tj„. 0f ,, „teep bank and are emptied very much as the ordinary above ground 
est wood and render it «*'-• emptied -Photo oourteey Silver Mfg Oo.
good for a quarter of a century of use. alow; 212 degrees Fahrenheit (never above 260)

The preservative treatment of fence posts is Temperature mav be controlled by removing and 
based on the fact that their decay is due to the rebuilding the fire.
action of fungus growths, which require a cer- "Cold treatment” should follow the hot treat- 
tain amount of air, moisture and food substance ment in order that the post may absorb more
for their development. If we can rob these fungus of the preservative. It is given by allowing the
growths of one of their three requirements to posts to remain in the tank until the liquid cools
life, we will check the decay of (he post and add 
to its life. The first point in treating a soft wood 
post is to have it properly seasoned. A seasoned 
post will absorb more preservative, and there
fore last longer. Posts of sufficient sixe to split 
in two are to be preferred, as split posts do not i-r^ 
crack badly. The preservative material usually 
recommended is creosote, which, if 
plied, will increase the life time of 
to ten fold. In a recent issue of The Farmer,
Ellis L. Kirkpatrick describes the treating pro

as follows :

sts in the hot creosote and leavingPOI
lift

The following table, prepared by G. B. Mat.
I) maid, Head Forest-r at Iowa State College, 
gives the time of brttom treatment, amoui.t 0| A-* '*
material absorbed, and the cost per post gf 
some of the more common soft woods.
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i lièrent surcew
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Several Canadian farmers have 

to fence posts, some with ind 
because the application was indifferently dont, 
and others with excellent results. One f-inner, 
with whom we are acquainted, noticed that posts 
decay most rapidly just below the surface of tie 
ground. Every post that went in on his fare 
received a coat of paint, extending in a beh 
around the 
and nine in
over 30 years ago and can already talk of results, 
which have been highly satisfactory. In any it- 
gion where fence posts car. be profitably grown 
or where soft woods must be used for fence posts, 
creosote treatment is advisable.

post three inches above the ground 
ches below. He started this practice

A Farm Manager and a Public Seivant
A Visit with John Simmons, Reeve of Middleton—By F. E. Ellis.

as good a commercial herd as anyone could de
sire. The best index of their 
at which surplus animals 
a buyer paid $126 each for three grade cows and

HERE is a very common idea that a man 
irions of lity is the price 

Just recentlysold.cannot fill concurrently the 
rr ai.d township counciUorthe

successfu>1 in both capacities. I am told that in
nine cases out of 10, either be will neglect the 
farm to be a good public servant, or slight his 

at home.public duties to keep things shipshape 
In not a few cases that have come und 
serration, the rule has held good; and generally 
it is the farm that has come out the worse for

The Process Described
"The simplest and most economical treatment 

is accomplished in a 34-gnuge, galvanized steel 
tank, placed over a brick fire box. The fire box 
may be easily constructed of old bricks 
It should have several joints of old stove pipe 
connected with it at the back for a smokestack. 
A tank of the foregoing type, four feet deep and 
three feet in diameter, costing $6 to $19, will 
treat about twenty-five ordinary sized posts at 
once. ’ Where only a few posts are to be treated, 
g steel gasoline barrel will answer the purpose 
of the tank.

"Another successful treating arrangement con
sists of two empty wooden kerostoe barrels con
nected near the bottom by a three-inch flow (gas) 
pipe six or eight feet long. The fire is built 
under and around the pipe through which the 
heated liquid will flow to either barrel. This ar
rangement gives a little better control of the 
temperature of the liquid than the 
mentioned.

er my ob

tins division of interest. It takes the exception 
to prove the rule, however, and John Simmons, 
reeve of the township of Middleton, county of 
Norfolk, Ont., is one of the exceptions. Mr. 
Simmons has an advantage in that he has a son, 
a two year man from Guelph, who is old enough 
and able enough to run the farm when his father 
is away serving the public. Whatever may be 
the reason, the Simmons farm is well managed, 
as I had a very good chance to discover during 
H day’s visit in the < nrlv part of May this year 

I he farm its,-If |~ situated right in the village 
The cement sidewalk runs right 

up to the farm gate. Mr. Simmons farms 900 
acres of land varying from a light, sanlv loam 

rly heavy clay 
combination of two 100-acre farms, there are two 
sets of building» This is not so convenient as 
if all buildings were grouped together, but Mr. 
Simmons is looking ahead to the day when the 
farm may be again divided, with a son on each. 
So the buildings have not been grouped together.

The Dairy Herd
A dairy herd of 90 to 96 cows affords the chief 

source of income, 
animal in the herd, but there are very few that, 
on most critical inspection, show grade markings. 
All are big cows of splendid dairy conformation ;
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Bolling in Creolln
“With either arrangement, enough creosote is 

put in the tank to fill it to within six or eight 
inches of the top, after the posts will have heed 
added. Posts are placed in vertically, bottom 
end first. Since treatment is most needqj near 
the ground mark, it is absorbed by the posts. 
Let the overseer be sure that the liquid stands 
as near the proper depth as possible. Thorough-

A Maximum of Freedom With Safety 
Abrog. at Hr,,». Perth Ooi, Ont., do not belt,a, ii 
confining a herd «ire too closely to hla hoi «tall.. 
Their great bull. King 8egii Alcartm Calamity. » wi 
of King of the Pontiac», may be hero seen eiervi.int li 
the orchard HI» none ring I» attached to a ring «hi.-» 
■'Id'» freely on an overhead cable running Ixiwro 
• twe apple tree». The tree». Incidentally, alt," I 
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