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THE USE OF BEE-ESCAPES.

IP6* ---------
In preparing bees for winter, every 

bee-keeper who gets a crop of buckwheat 
honey and leaves good sealed stores for 
winter knows what a job it is to shake 
bees from the combs that two extracting 
ten-frame supers contain. The honey has 
to be warmed to extract, whether bee- 
escapes are used or not. This fall I con­
cluded to try bee-escape honey boards, 
and let me say right here to beginners, 
you can do the job in half the time, with 
no robbing, when it would be almost im­
possible to work in a yard of 150 colonies 
tha old way by shaking all of the bees 
off the combs. With the bee escape you 
lift off the two supers, after having been 
freed from bees, pick out six of the heavi­
est combs sealed right to the bottom bar, 
carry the other twelve into the honey 
house and tier them up. The fire gets 
the bee house very warm while I am 
carrying my honey in. Now I go to the 
hives beside which the six good sealed 
combs of honey were left, covered tight 
in one super. I life off my bee escape, 
shake the bees off of the combs, and re­
place with the sealed ones. I just shake 
seven combs. If I were to do it the old 
way, I would shake the other twelve. 
I just snatch them off and carry to the 
bee house about as quick as it takes to 
tell it, and there is no robbing. I would 
have tried escapes before, but I saw them 
condemned by not only practical bee­
keepers, but by some of our most exten­
sive bee-keepers; but let me say right 
here that where one man works alone, 
the bee-escape is a great advantage in 
robbing time, when the honey has to be 
warmed up to extract. I do not use them 
to take off the earlier honey.

Don't you think, Friend Storer (page 
309, C.B.J. ) one can overdo the thing by 
leaving too much honey in a ten-frame 
hive for a colony of bees to winter and 
feed upon during spring! I have never 
left over six good sealed combs, and

never lost a single colony from starva­
tion. Where a person feeds up without 
going through the brood chamber it is 
difficult to tell how much a colony really 
needs, but I have often had to take out 
sealed combs to allow the queen room to 
lay, during spring breeding time.

Crop Report
I extracted from 101 colonies, spring 

count, 3,350 lbs. of clover; from 56 col­
onies, spring count, 934 lbs. clover; and 
from 153 colonies I extracted 6,000 lbs. of 
buckwheat honey, besides leaving plenty 
of sealed stores for winter.

J. E. FARR

OFF TO THE WEST

I beg to say that, as 1 have disposed of 
all of jny bees, fixtures, etc., to Mr. 
Frank Vallery of Bellwood. I shall have 
to ask you to discontinue sending me the 
C.B.J. Mr. Vallery may become a sub­
scriber. He is a first-class man in every 
respect. No apiarist in Canada can af­
ford to do without the C.B.J. I am sorry 
to part company with both the bees and 
your Journal. As I have only one son, 
who has gone West, scripping 640 acres 
of beautiful prairie land. I was induced to 
homestead 160 acres close to him in Sas­
katchewan. I shall have to go West for 
three years to prove it up. Wishing you 
every success with your valuable paper, 
and regretting parting company with so 
many bright, intelligent and esteemed 
bee-keepers, I ever remain, yours with 
profound respect.

JOHN H. REED.
Mimosa, Ont.

[We regret very much to loose you, Mr. 
Reed, We sincerely trust that the ven­
ture of yourself and your son in the west 
will prove successful, and that you may 
before long introduce bee-keeping in your 
neighborhood. Bee-keeping is bound to 
have a future in the West, and possibly 
you are destined to be one of its pioneers. 
You have our best wishes.—Ed. ]
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