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HOW TO LIVE WELL ON A SMALL
INCOME.

By Margaret E. Sangster.

It all depends on your ldea of the
meaning ol the adjective small as ap-
plied ‘o an Income.

I have ¥rown a couple who started in
life with what thelr friends thought
flying colors. The man had a business
berth with a salary of $8,000 a year.
The man's wife went to housekeeping
with him in a beautiful hovse fur-
nished completely from roof to base-
ment by her lberal father. Her moth-
er agreed to give her all her clothes,
just as when whe had been a girl at
home. At the end of a year these two
people came to their respective par-
ents, and with tears and protestations
declared that they could not llve In
town on the meager pittance of the
husband's salary. Bither they must
have twice as much money or else they
must emigrate to soms cheap country
place. Parents proving Inexorable, the
establishment In town was broken up
and messieur and madame betook
themselves to a rural environment.
What became of them I never learned,
or whether they discovered Utopla In
a cheap village, If such a village there
be under the blue ecanopy that
stretches over our heads.

Extravagant people can run through
immense sume without much trouble
it 1s only necessary to want everything
one sees, but everything one wants,
take no care of anything, do nothing
one's self, and be wasteful and im
provident generally, to achieve brilll«
ant success in this direction.

All over thls country there are peo-
ple who have solved the problem of
Mving comfortably on incomes that
range from $800 or $300 to $300 a
year,

The first thing to be thought of Is
shelter. A place to protect one from
the weather and to provide one's fam-
ily with the outside shell of that sweet
irtangible thing we call home Is the
iritlal requisite. The home being se-
lected, Its furnishing comes next; this
may be simple or elaborate, costly or
inexpensive, It may be and often s,
fully as artistic and fully as refined
and beautiful when its cost has been
trifiing as when large sums have been
absorbed In the item of upholstery, of
chalrs tables, wallpaper and decora-
tions.

If it be practicable to bulld and own
one’s home, it is In the long run an
eccnomical procedure, as iIn a few
years rent eats up In actual cash a
sufficlent amount to buy and wholly
pay for a comfortable home. It is not
an unwise thing to have a mortgage
on the home to begin with, If there Is
enough forethought and self-denial to
make payments and reduce It annual-
1y, until the house is altogether one's
own,

A great deal of wasteful expenditure
is incurred by those who have the too
prevalent. American habit of fre-
aquently changl thelr resi At
times this tend almost indi a

great deal 18 thrown away for the rea-
son that too much wos originally
bought. A housekeeper who tided her
family over a particularly difficult
crisis In its affalrs told me that she
knew precisely how many potatoes to
cook for a family of four, how many
spoonfuls of coffee should be used in
a week and how many lumps of sugar.
It must have been rather a strain to
calculate so closely as she did, but
her husband and children had enough
to eat and made a good appearance
when they went, respectively, to busi-
ness and to school, and they got over
their troubles and swept trilumphantly
forward into financial ease. A famlily
In the neighborhood with three times
thelr income but none of thelr man-
agement, were always on the ragged
edge of distress and were at last sold
out by the sheriff,

Fuel Is always expensive and is the
one feature that resists the careful
manager. In winter wr cannot freeze,
and In most parts of tuls country we
have plenty of cold weather. It s
the provoking nature of fire to burn
flercely on a hot day and to smolder or
glve out only little heat on a cold day.
Many a time the heads of the house
feel as If the shovels of coal that rat-
tle Into the furnace in winter are men-
acing thelr very life, since coal is never
cheap and burns away like mad once
the match and the kindling wood have
set It going. Gas ls scarcely an econ-
omy because, belng In the control of
heartless 1 h hold
18 almost certain to be presented with
a bill that surprises him by its slze
and extent, and against the payment
of which it is vain to protest. On the
whole, the stinting, paring and scrap-
ing must be applied somewhere else.
To llve at all one must have fire with
which to cook food and to keep warm,
and the saving must touch some other
point.

Two cautions may be glven people
who would live well on a small In-
come. Econmise in the matter of the
wardrobe. A great deal of money Is
needlessly frittered away on dress, It
1s by no means essential to be always
at the height of the fashion, A good
cut of dress or coat should last twc
or three seasons Instead of one. They
who understand economy and who pay
cash often do well by shopping a little
out of season. Women are by no
means the only transgressors In this
way. Men are often as extravagant as
their wives, when the affalr of expen-
diture concerns clothing.

Cut down the feminine folly of wast-
ing money on soda water and chocolate
creams, cut down, too, the masculine
folly of cigars and clgarettes. Put
the money spent for these indulgences
in the savings bank and you will soon
have a margin for the rainy day.

Avold running accounts. They are
perfectly safe and a very great con-
venlence If one's Income s fixed and
large. If It be, on the other hand,
small and uncertain, there is no sense
In buying what one cannot at the mo-
ment pay for. Tradespeople charge a

morbld and diseased social restless-
ness. People move apparently only to
try another house on another streat,
when there s not the least advantage
gained by the change and conslderable
money and strength are lost In the
neediess removal.

People who make a study of It and
who have very small incomes on which
to draw, have assured me that they
can live best by purchasing household
supplies In very small quantity. In
Parls, where frugality ls reduced to its
lowest terms, the householder buys
a tiny pat of butter, a single chop or &
single egg at need. In America &

*Mrs. Sangster ls writing for readers
in United States, but her remarks are
quite applicable to Canada.—Ed D.P.

P for the privilege of credit.
The customer would be amazed should
he stop to compute the Interest he pays
for the accommodation given him by
the butcher or the baker who clvilly
walts 60 or 90 days for the settlement
of & bill that would better have heen
pald, at the latest, each Saturday
night,

Everything depends after all on the
standard of living. One person may
live well and save on what is Impos-
alble to another because the other has
not thought It worth while to regard
the homely virtue of good manage-
ment and the practice of wise economy
as prudent and desirable.

There Is nothing terridle In death )
but that our line hath made it so.—
Matthew Henry.

TROUBLESOME BOYS,
By Rev. A. Jewson,

1 have spent almost half & century
with boys either In India or in Eng-
land. I have found troublesome boys
in both countries, but though I call
them troublesome, I have never yet
seen a boy I despaired of, or one for
whose welfare I did not feel it a privi-
lege and delight to labor, Many par-
ents both in England and In Indla do
not understand where lies the root of
the trouble. I want to point that out
in order that we may unite in one
great effort to remove it.

When a baby Is born into a family
where toere s an intelligent, thought-
ful boy, what |s more natural than
that the boy should come to his mother
and ask her where the Mttle one came
from? A true and wise answer would
bind the boy’s heart to his mother for
life, and make him feel that she was
one to whom he could ever open up
his heart and look to for information
and guidance; but the mother {s un-
prepared with such an answer. She
therefore replles as she has heard
other mothers reply, saying, “Tie
storks brought him.” or gives her child
some other equally silly and unsatis-
factorv answer. The reply silences
the bov at the iime, but It does not
satlsfy him for long. He makes in.
quiries from uneducated bove and
others. From them he gets the facte
mingled with obscene suggestions and
lewd storfes,

From that time forward the bhoy's
parents begin to lose his confidence.
He feels that thev have put an in-
dignity upon his Intelligence, and he
becomes reserved in their presence.

This 18 not the end of the mischief.
The boy's mother made a clumsy at-
tempt to decelve him and falled. A= a
result he learns to decefve her. and
s00n becomes a past master of the art.
Behind his parents’ back he loves to
talk of sensual matters: In their pres-
ence he simulates so much ignorance
of. and such indifference to such
things that his parents think him fnno-
cent of all Intelligence upon such sub-
fects. Can we wonder if. under such
circumstances, before many yeare have
zone by, phyveical and mental deterfor-
ation manifest the fact that the boy
has contracted “school vices?" TFven
when that blighting fact is manifest,
a false sense of ghame, the consclons-
ness that he has bv his neglect for.
felted the boy's confidence, or perhans
consclous of the Igmorance of what
oght to be sald, often weeals the
father's lips. The restless time when
the child begine to acauire manly now-
ers comes to the bov all too auickly.
That f human nass! the
strongest—awakes, and finds the bov
unwarned. uninstructed and allenated
In heart from those who shon'd have
been his confidants. Ts it astonishing
that such a boy should dfsappoint the
hones of his parents? Mav not snch
a bov's sorrows and wavwardness he
correctlv attributed to the attitnde of
his parents toward him with resnect
to sexual matters? Had thelr atti-
tnde  toward their bov eoncerning
these matters been more natural, more
svmpathetie, and more fust, ha would
probably have been saved to them.

The anual meeting of 8t. Panl's
Church, Victoria. B.C., was held on the
%8th Inst, ANl the renorts showed a
successful year's work In all depart-
mente, The reverue was $2150, of
which the Ladles' Ald Soclety raised
$490 and a credit balance of $160. The
sim of 2254 was contributed to Mis-
rlens and lLenevolence. The pastor.
the Rev. D. MacRae was granted
two months 'leave of abmence which
(with Mra. MacRae) will be spent In
Southern California.

Christ is an inhabitant In the soul
of every good Christlan. Where Hie
Snirit dwells, there He dwells; and
He dwells in the heart by falth—by
means of the centinual exercise of
falth upon Him,




