505

The Dominion Prsbyterian

18 PUBLISHED AT

370 BANK STREET - OTTAWA

= AND AT

Montreal, Torono and Winnipeg.

TERMS: One year (S0 issues) in advance. ..... $1.50

CLUBS of Five, at same time

The date on the label shows to what time ti.. paper
» paid for, Notify the publisher st once of ' s
uﬂ on lal

1

Paper is continued until an order is sent for discon
tinuance, and with it, payment of nm«mﬁu.

‘When the address of yuuwner is o changed,
ng;l "hf old u:- well|u.u new l(||m|u.

mple copies sent upon application.

Remrnll re‘:nln.\m-u- by check, money order or regis

tered letter, mode payable to TiHE DoMinioN PRESRY
ERIAN,

ADVERT'SING RATES, - 15 cents per agate line each
inscrtion, 14 linos to the inch, 11} inches Lo the column
Letters sloul | be addressed:
THE DOMINION PRESBYTERIAN,
P.0. Drawer 1070, Ottawa
€. BLACKETT ROBINSON, Manager and Editor

Ottawa, Wednesday, Aug. -0 1902.

OUR PRESBYTERIAN HOUSE AND
HOUSEKEEPING.

A time of great interest in our Church
is the few weeks immediately preceeding
the meeting of the General Assembly,
while it is sitting, a'd for ashort time
following the meeting It is the season
when our Presbyterian House and Hou e
keeping are examined into, reported up-
on, and set in working order for another
year. Then soon the special interest of
this season wears off and things settle
down to their normal, everyday working
condition Except by the few whom interest
or official duty requre to keep the state of
our house and housekeeping constantly
before their minds, the whole thing passcs
very largely out of sight and out of mind for
almost ancther year. This is surcly not
wise, for the Presbyte:ian House and House-
keeping together form a very large concern,
in which every member of the household is,
or ought to be interested.  ‘The pulpit in
part, and still more, the denominational
press, may fairly be looked to and expecied
to keep so important a matter, to some ex-
tent at least, betore the minds of all con-
nected with the establishment.  As a
summary of the present state of the house,
and the accounts, n thing c uld surpass the
presentation given in the opening address of
Rev. Dr. Warden, the ¢x moderator at the
last meeting of the General Assembly. But
in the first place, how few of our members
will take the time or have the patience to
read that address from beginning to end ;
and next, when it is read cven carefully
through, the impression made by it, unless it
is revived from time 10 t'me, bec mes dim,
it does not tade cut altogether. To be
produdctive of goud, 1t needs 1o be revived
again and again.  Doing his, or keeprg
the state of the Church at the Litest stock-
tuking in some way befure the wind of tre
Church, ou ht to be hel, ful in many way ,
to guard against sluth a: d carclessn: ss and
stimulate 10 diligence and zeal.  To do this,
we propose from time to time to turn to

TIIE DOMINION PRESEYTERIAN

some of the principal items of our house:
kee; ing, and so set and in some measure
keep the sulject before the mind of our
readers.

We begin first with the general and shall
come in time to the particular.  The reports
of our Church werk “so fir as congrcg.‘lliuns
and stations are concerned,” the report of
the Ass 'mbly's Commiiitee on statistics in-
f rims us, “are more complete than in former
years,” “Steady progress has been made n
almost every department of the work,” says
Dr. Warden.  This is a cheering, heartening
report to begin the year with.  In giving
numbers for the sake of convenience, and as
a help to the memory, we shall, as far as
possible give round numbers, the nearest
above or below the actual figure.

Families—The family is the foundation of
sociely, so we begin with the family.
Christian families are the hope of the
Church as well as its product, and they are
also the hope of the waild.  In round
numbers, the families in our Church run up
to almost 120,000 and include no fower
than 600,000 pursons  These are fumilies
in which, it the claims of religton do nct
hoid supreme sway, they are at least, to some
extent felt and ackuowledged.  Addirg to
these the familics connected with all other
religious bodics in the country, we have be
fore the mind a statement of the utmost
significance in its bearing upon the general
well-being in every respeet of the whole
country.

Ministers and elders.—Next perhaps in
importance in its bearing upon the life and
work of the Church, ana so of the spiritual
life and moral charccter of the country, is
that of the christian winisiry, and in this we
include the elders as being men ordained to
certain departments of christian work.  The
number of ministers is 1200, and of elders
7,5¢0, thus giving to each elder 15 families
or twee that number ot commuuicants, a
number not too large for spiritual oversight
to be overtaken by an fficient elder.  Sup-
posing all these ministers and elders to be
filled with the spirit of their « ffice, men of
prayer, and zealous and earnest in mutual
helpfulness in building up their people in
christian life and character, and that they
again are met in a responsive spirit by the
people under their charge, what resus of
highest goud might not be expected and
produced. On the ministers and elders
rests a tremendous  responsibility,  The
whole spiritual character of the Chuich, and
so the moral character of the nation, and the
efficiency of the Church in carrying out the
great werk of the cvangelzing and christian-
izivg of the world depends more upon the
gospel ministry than upon any other single
agency.

Cummunicants, —These, by the fict of
their being communicants, sitting down at
the Lord’s table in profession of their ac-
ceptance of Hum as Saviour and sin bearer,
of faith in and union with Him, and being
enlisted in His scrvice, are professedly cone
verted pursons They nunber 220 000,
Tus includes an adduion made to thar
nuiber last year on profession of faith ot
§.800.  Tie gret objet for which the
Craurch extts, 15 the couvorsion of the
whule world to Chiist, the conversion of sine
ners of mankind to become the followers and

servants of the Loid Jesus.  If the Church,
through the means of grace, does not succeed
in this, it fails in 1ts supreme purpose. Aud
yet, Dr. Warden says in his address, ““Not
including mission fields, 228 congregations
report no conversions during the year, no
members received on confession of faith,
and in 656 of the other congregations of the
Church, where additions were made on con-
fession of faith, the number in no case
cxceeds six.  There is surely here grourd
for humiliation.” It is not the mmnisters
alone, nor the ¢lders alone who are respons-
ible for thiz. The idea ot the Christian
Church is that every member of it is pledged
to be a worker in his own sphere, in bringing
men to Christ. It is because this idea, 10
such a degree, is lost sight of, that the
number of conversions is so small.  Thereis
n.ed for much heart searching and paintul
r flcction and humiliation in the fact stated
by the «x moderator,

M sion stations and Congregations.—To
trace the history of the rise and growth of
almost any one of our congregations 1s a
work full of interest. A handlu! of families
here or there, in a city suburb. in a rising
village or town, in a rural district in a wood
ed region in the prairie, or among the mines
in the mcuntains, are sought out and gather-
ed together by some
arrangments  made
intervals,  This is
these we have 14
these are g
Mission fie
What an |

missionary, and
service at regular
mussion station.  Of
Two, three, or four of
together and we have a
of these there are 500,
ting record of struggling up-
ward, of selt sacrifice, of labour and prayer
could be written of almost every mission
starion and mission ficld.  As s0on as two
grouped together, and
uniting their labours and contributions, can,

or three staiions

in part, support a pastor, they receive
assistance to make up his full support and
are called an Awugmenied charge or congrega
tion  There are 203 augmented charges,
making 360 congregations.  Few of what
are now strong congregations, have not at
some period in thair history been indebted
to our invalu b'e Augmentation fund for
timcly help. At one end of the list of aug-
meited charges, congrezations are being
contiruaily set off, “having become self sup-
porting, while at the other end, mission
stations are being constantly added on to it
as charges or congregations whose givings
are to be augmented.  Of self supporting
congregations there were 783 reported tothe
last Geneeal Assembly.  This is one phase
of our Church’s work. another, the financial,
can best be dealt with by itself,

KING EDWARD VIl CROWNED.

God save the King ! Long live the King !
At last, and  happily, amid the utmost en-
thusiasm of ais  subjects, with beams of
gladness and rejoicing, and with solemn,
stately and imposing ritual enacted by high
Church dignitaries, surrcunded by the high-
eit and nobiest of the empire, in the Church,
the army and navy, and the state, and princes
and princesses of the blood royal at home
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