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Hut as the influence <.f the sarcophagus-altar of the catacombs
extended, the tendency was more and more t<. make the altar a
pronounc. d oblonp m sha,«. Kspecially was this the case in the
later hn^ ish churches, where the altar slab attained in time
very !«.«. dimensions. The Norman altar at Forthainpton is

;, : ^.i,'"-,.'°"ev*'^^*
'»* Claypole. near Newark, 7 ft. 2 in

•

that at the little cha,K..I of St M.-.ry Majjdalen, Kipon, is 7 ft. 7 i„
that at St (loments, .Sandwich, is 8 ft. 3 in.; while the hi-di'
altar ..f .Arundel is 12 ft. 6 i.,.,' that in the I.ady clia|)el ",f

< liristchurch : L.idy Cliapcl

Cliristchurch, Hants, is 1 2 ^t. That at Tewkesbury is of J'urbeckmarble, and was ,3 ft. 8 in. lon^. . but in ,730 it wa cu itw,.o ,,rovuie seats for the church porch. The two halves were u

Efat^dr^U'/inr'^"^ ^^^"^"'""' "'^^" ^'^^^^
rhcre was a special reason why the high altar

large. .At fiist the altar slab was regarded as .so

' Illustrated in Parker's Condse Glossan^ p .S

the u>dth of a chancel- the chancel of Arundel church is 30 ft. wide

hould be
. oly that


