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It is now ver^ generally admitted that nothinsi

contributesTlo much to the health and comfort oil

the inhabitants of all large cities as a copious sup-

ply of pure and wholesome water. That this fact^

wds not unknown to the Romans, we are aware
both^rom the immense acqueducts constructed by
them, still in use, and the remains of others which
have Q^one into decay, some ofwhich brought water
at infinite labbur and cost under hills and over
vailies for a distance of over sixty miles. Until of
late years, if we except the city of Philadelphia,

very little trouble has bee^ taken to afford a supply
of water for the cities on the North American con-
tinent; but whoever has lately visited New York
and Boston, will at once acknowledge that these

cities have nobly redeemed their former apathy in

this respect, fKe Croton Acquedact at New
York and the Cochituate at Boston are both exe- '

cuted in the most durable manner—affordirig a
supply" of water sufficient for the'wants of the in-

habitants, should they double their present num-
bers, and Hkewise for the^ublic jets and fountains

with which their squares and commons are orna-

mented. .::;:..';.-.-..'.;-'.•-. -
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\ It is now upwards of twenty-ifbur years since

the supplying of Saint John with a sufficient quan* ^ -'

tity of water first attracted the attention of some
of its influential inhabitants; at that time the Cify
derived its supply from wells, many of which, qw*
ing lu the nature uf the rock oiji which the City is

built, ia times of great droug)|iiy went completely ^

^dry: those persons not havinglNrc^ on thew 0^5511^


