
is (irmly belicv'od that Quebec can bo made a winter port for ocean vessels of

jsuitabie construction. The Haltic until a. lew years asro was closed, like the 8t.

Lawrence, all winter. Now. it is re'.jlarly and sal'ely navisated all winter by
many steamers carrying Irom ."i.OOO to 8,000 tons of freitrht, and with no ditficulty

as to insurance. In any ease, there can be no dilliculty in making: a winter port

at Chicontimi. The itv in the Saiiuenay is nioslly salt-water ice. easily broken,

the Sairuenay otieis [lerlect safety for ships, ln'in^ ail deep-wairr and protected

from snow -storms by wall-like banks; and the f«t. Lawrence from the Sairuenay to

the sea has none of the shoals and other obstacles which exist to some extent be-

tween Tadousac and (Jiieljcc. Should these poits be temiioraiiiy inarcessihle at any
time in winter, the bridge now beinjrlmilt at Quebec will ui • this railway short

and easy access to the winter ports of Halifax and St .lohn.

4. t'LiM.ATK.—The Worst climate to be met with on the |>roposed line will be
that ot the country i)et\veen Lake St. .John and .lames Hay. Ke< ent inl<M ination

jroes to show that this has been entirely misre|)r.sented. < )l)ser\ atioiis lakeii at

Moose haehiry, on .lanes Bay, prove that the averau' summer temperature during
live yi'ais was somewhat waimer than t'hicoutimi, and ihrei' dii^iei s warmer than
Kimouski, and that the average snow-fall was half that of Montreal. So that Irom
a climatic point of view, anything which can be grown at Rimouski, Chicoutimi or

Winnipeg, can be grown in the .Fames l!ay territoiy.

.">. Son.— Kecent explorations prove that the soil in (he James Bay territory

is .'(jnal to that of the St. Lawriiice valley. That of the immense I'eai e River
valley is well known for its fertility, and present inlbrmation goes to show that the
country beiween .lames liay and Lake Winnipeg, and between Lake Winnipegand
IVaee Itiver, is also exci'lleiit. So that it may be said that the whole country from
the Sagueiiay to the b'ockies is lit for settlement and for the raising ol' cereals, and
conld support a population of many millions, siitlicient in lact. if thi' /one between
this line anil the C I'.R. were settled, to raise breadstulFs for the British Isles, and
make them indei)endent of all loreign eountries.

tJ Mim:i;ai.s .v.mi Timbek.—The reports of the Geological Department indi-

cati' that this country is rich in minerals. Tlie best of iron is lound in the .lames

Bay country, loi;i'iher with lignite coal and copper. The district north of Peace
River abounds m |)etroleuin. and the country lietween the Rockies and the I'acilic

coast in bituminous and anthracite coal, gold and copper, and a braucji Irom this

line Would oiler the shortist route on (."anadian soil to the Yukon i>old lields should
a railway ever be needed to that country. The .lames Bay district and the coun-
try east and \v<st (jf Lake Winnipeg are timliered with the best of spruce, and the

rivets abound in water-powers to convert this timber into pulp and paper.

7 Mii.iT.viiY .\Nii N.w.vi..— In the event of hostilities with our neighbois,

which It i.-? .•-incercly 10 be hcped may never cciur, the prcsiMit ('. 1* R. line could
be broken in twenty places in a week, and comniunicatioii woiihl never be
rcstoied. The inoposed line beinii' Irom -Wi) to tin'i miles Irom the Ironlier, pro-

tected by fleets at (^uebe . Samiiliay, Notlaway anil I'ort Slinpsmi, would be
impregnable, and for this reason should receixf the support ot tli British Uovern-
meiit This support need not be costly, as the price ofa battle ii[> per annum
Would p;iy the interest on the cost ol the whole undertaking.

5. MvMfniiA,—The branch to Winnipeg would give the I'luvinci- of Mani-
toba its shortest and cheapest outlet to the seal)oaril. The savinii in distance, the
1 >vel charactir ol the road and the consei|Ueiil easy gradients, would, it is estimat-
ed, make It prolitable to haul wheat to the .seaboard at seven cents jier bushel less

liian it now costs the tanner of Maiutobi. Tins saving, even on the piesi'tit crop.

Would nearly pay the interest on the cost of the road. Should the navigation of
Hudson Straits ever prove practicable, the distance from Winnipeg to the
Strait^ via .Vottaway Would !) no greater than via ('hnreliill. and tlirouuh a
much iieitcr c(juniry.


