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between the ewt and the west—which I

hope some day, ao far as the northern part

of it is concerned, may answer the ex-

peetationsof hon. gentlemen ou both sidea

who have addressed the House, : I may
Kdcome a prosperons and thickly oeUled

Gonntry—is bridged over in the winter by

the Canadian Pacific Railway. That rail-

way, from Fort William to North Bay, is a

line which donbtless couM be ijii)roved,

which has cost a great deal of money, and

npon which some more money might ad-

vantageously be expended. The grades, 1

understand, are not bad ; the curves are

in many respects very favourable, but

could be remedied at no very great ex-

pense. This railway undoubtedly is cap-

able of carrying Ave times, or perhaps,

with the improvements 1 have suggested,

ten times the traffic which is carried over

it at present. I say it would be a proper

thing and a nse thing for this govern-

ment to acquire that railway from North

Bay to Fort William and make it a

national highway of Canada, and oi»erate

it by means of an independent commission

giving to the Grand Trunk Pacific, the

Canadian Northern and the Intercolonial

as well as the Canadian Pacific Railway

equal running powers over it. I say that

for this reason, that to bnild two railways

or three railways where one railway, with

running rights over it, will answer the

same puipose. is economic waste. By the

acquisition of this railway you can put the

Grand Trunk Railway, one of tl»e great

railway systems of Ontaiio, into direct

touch with the comiuercial life and de

velopment of the west inside of tix

months. For the purpose which X have

aupgestcd, the government can acquire

either full ownership of that railway or

the absolute control of luuuing ^wwers

ovor it.

It may be suggested by some hon.

gentleman on the other bide of the House

that what I proiiose is impracticable. I

say it is not impracticable ; and I have

talked this question over with uiany rail-

way men who are more familiar with the

subject, I think, than any gentleman in

this House, with the possible exception of

my hon. friend from South Lanark (Hon.

Mr. naggs»rt), who has given these sub-

jects a great deal of attention. It is diffi-

cult to give to one railway effective run-

ning powers over a line which is under the

oontiol of another and oompeting railway.

But If«h« sevaraniMit aaaulpsa this

pmllway tram North Bay to Fort WU-
Ham, It oan MrthbUsh and maintain an
IndapandantaontPoloTOrlt and stvo to

thaao UiMO paUwaja azaeUy aqual run-

ning powan ovar It forwhiah thay ahall

pay In ppoporUon to thalp uaap on a
whaalava baida; and that objaotoan ba

aoaonpllahad, aa I hava bean informad

by railway man, tha hlshaat In tha

oountry, without any dlffloulty and
without any fplotlon whatavap.

I would not for one moment suggest that

anything should be done that would brtak

the continuity of a great transcontinental

highway like the Canadian Pacitic Kail-

way But this would not break the con-

tinuity of the Canadian Pacific Railway.

The Canadian Pacific Railway Company

I
at the present time owns that road, which

has only one fifth or one tenth of the traffic

I it can carry. If yon give to the Canadian

Northeia and the Grand Trunk, in com-

mon with the Canadian Pacific, equal

running powers over that line, you will

increase its traffic to some extent, but for

many years to come you will have an

avenue for all the trade that will be car

ried from the east to the west by meansof

a railway. You will not only bring the

Grand Trunk immediately into touch with

the commercial life of the west, and with

it every village and town of Ontario, but

you will also bring the west, by means ot

the Canadian Northern, into direct touch

with the villages and towns of Ontario.

I regard the Canadian Northern as being

as much entitled to the status of a trans

continental railway as the Grand Irunk

Pacific. Its object and aim has been to

reach the Pacific coast, and its object and

iaimmustbe also to reach the Atlantic

coast ; and having received running powers

,
over the Canadian Pacific Railway from

Fort William to North Bay, there is no rea

son why that railway should not at an early

day be extended to the shores of the At

lantic. Already it has a Hue under con
lauiic. .iiiicauj »" """ " — .

St ruction to the town of Edmonton; ami

with regard to a line from there to some

further point in the west, I will give you

my views before 1 sit down.

I have suggested the extension of the

i

Intercolonial to the Georgian Bay. If we

i
should ac«|uire the Canada Atlantic Kail

way, we could build a line from that point

or more probably from Scotia Junction to

join the Canadian Pacific Railway at or


