
OuusiKQ Hum Lamm in Butmh CoLvuhiA.

pnwdar, and aue pMtlcnlarlr nwfnl oo Und on which Um timtier tau not bMn cut
down T«rr tans and the •tumpa are eomiiantlveljr gnan. Howctm', tafoce aa/bodr
iBTM«i noMr In utr Und of atamptac-maehtaM It wUl be adrlaabte tor htan to vend
a Caw daya, or eren a waek or two la colng roond and watching aonwbody elae nae
the aaBae machine. The aatlafactonr and economical nae of any kind of mnchlnery
aaaaa a certain amonnt of mechanical ability on the part of the man who la gobag
to ttw It. and imleaa he haa thia mechanical ability he had far better keep away
from any kind of machtaieiy at all and depend upon powder, . n axe, a ahoTel, and
a aaw.

THK AGIO OR DOPK METHOD OF STUMPINa
ror the laat thirty yeara, and probably longer, there hare been, generally in

the Bonday cCltlom of the dally papers, Rlthough oooaalonally In the more widely
read weddlea, acconnts of aome wonderful new metbod of taking owt atnmpa with
aome kind of acid or myaterions preparation which la auppoaed to make a atump
partlenlarly eaay to bam, without the uaual more or leaa laboriona method of taking
ont the atnmp flrat. About every three or four yeara there la an epidemic of theau
newvapcr articles. They generally come out In the alack aeaaon In newapaner
offlcea. It la a strange thing that, although these qyatems of taking out stnmps
at a nominal coat have been continually brougirt before the public for ao many years,
none of them seem to hare come Into general use, and It la Jnat aa well to Issue a
word of warning to the settler agalnat spending either inoney or time hi experi-
menting on these lines. If there waa anything In It, there Is no donbt that aome of
the many agricultural aaaoclatlona, governmental and otherwise, would have taken
thIa system up long ago. Aa a matter of fact, In many parta of thIa Province certain
kluds of stumps can be bnrued out completely wltimut ar.y " dope preparation " or
** atumping " In the ordinary sense of the word. This Is more parUcuIariy the case
in the dry and seml-dry districts, but In the Lower Fraser and on the Coast, where
the land<:learlng problem Is of real Importance, the ground a few inches below the
surface Is alwaya ao moist that the wood-flbre of the stump ncTcr really dries out. and
nntll It la dried out it Is obviously Impossible to bum it No add or dope preparation
can forcibly eject this water In the wood-Bbre of the stump. Hie natural Juices of
the wood are only circulating while the tree Is living. When It Is dead (like the blood
in the human body) they cease to circulate, and unlesa the moisture in the atump
can In some way be gat rid of it is obvious that 'c could not be replaced by any
of these dope preparations—acid or anything else. In the writer's rather long
experience of clearing land be haa never come acroaa any instance of any of these
acid aystems of getting rid of atnmps having been trle<l successfully, or even with
partial succcaa.

COST OP CLEARINQ.

In the previous edition of this pamphlet estimates were given of the costs of the
various operations of clearing land—chopping, burning, brandlng-up, logging stump-
ing, and so forth. These estimates were made over twelve years ago and are entirely

out of dato now. Ckimparatively little contract-work has beoi done In recent years

—

'^ice the great rlae In wages occurred—ao that It would not be safe to make any
eatlmates of the costs now. The writer, however, has cleared np a good many
hnndreda of acres of average-timbered land in the Lower Frasor Valley, anil some
of It In yeara gone by haa been put In cultivation at as low a figure as |00 an
acre. Tin same land to-day. If the work were done by either contract or day-work,
would probablv coat ^200 an acre and sometimes more to clear; but any settler

who la taking hold of a piece of buah land cannot take into consideration the preaent
scale of wagea, as a great deal of the work of clearing Is done In his spare time and
between seaaona. It was a usual thing some years ago to contract f'>r the taklng-out

of large old-growth cedar stump* at frcHn |l.r>0 to |2JS0 each. The work wi>8 done
with teama and blodu and tackle, with practically no powder. At that time a man
and team were worth |6 a day and a man without a team |2 a day. This work waa


