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Culhane sees problems

Prisons need coverage
I. ......... .........mit—' • rby H. McKinnon

If for not other reason than caring 
about their money, health and life, 
Canadians will want to destroy the 
country’s prison system, according 
to author/activist Claire Culhane.

“The guy you put in there and 
treat like an animal will come out 
like an animal and we are the 
potential victims,’’ she said in an 
exclusive interview with the Gazette

The dehumanizing prison system 
destroys self-respect and develops 
only bitterness, she said. “It does 
not rehabilitate a prisoner’’ ac
cording to Culhane, “and consider
able evidence supports this argu
ment.”

She noted that Canada has the 
highest per-capita prison population 
in the world.

“There is no sensible reason for 
this,” she said. At least 50 per cent 
of those incarcerated have commit
ted no violent crime. Many are 
imprisoned for drug offences, fail

ure to pay fines or while awaiting 
trial.

Prisoners need but are not 
receiving professional help and 
counselling, she said. Instead, 
“tensions...rather than decreasing 
from the existing high levels, 
appear to be heightening” she said.

In the interview she discussed 
how prisoners have little or no 
access to the media and how this 
has provoked hostage-taking. These 
incidents have enabled prisoners to 
describe their “iess-than-human” 
living conditions.

Culhane felt that denying the 
inmates access to media was a 
prison administration policy. “I 
personally think it’s policy and I 
think there is proof to show that,” 
she said.

She urged people to be concerned 
with the issue since this situation 
“can well trigger the moral con
science of the general population” 
and help general social change.
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She linked the oppression of 
inmates in the Canadain prison 
system to the oppression of every
one in the capitalist system.

She added that “unemploy
ment, which is intrinsic to the 
capitalist system, really hurts ex
inmates since they are usually the 
last to be hired.”

Culhane also discussed the sen
sible and effective prison systems of 
China and Vietnam “where prison
ers engage in productive work and 
are educated as well.” Culhane 
pointed out that Vietnam's hun
dreds of thousands of drug addicts 
and prostitutes 
legacy, are rehabilitated and not 
punished.
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Engineering is one thing. 
Engineering for us is quite another.

You'll work with varied and sophisticated 
equipment on challenging projects in many parts of 
the world, face the responsibilities of leadership 
entrusted to you as an officer in the Canadian Armed 
Forces, and you'll enjoy the opportunity of working 
in all fields of engineering without being overly 
limited to any one.

Accepted qualified applicants will be given officer 
rank on entry, and an excellent salary along with 
many benefits. Security, promotions and opportunities 
for post-graduate training all add up 
and personally rewarding career. If that's what you're 
looking for, it's time we got together/

Write, including your engineering qualifica
tions to date, to the Director of Recruiting and 
Selection, National Defence Headquarters, 
Ottawa, Ontario, or visit your nearest Canadian 
Armed Forces Recruiting Centre, listed under 
"Recruiting" in the Yellow Pages.

There's nothing dull about engineering your own 
challenge. And that's where your Engineering career 
in the Canadian Armed Forces begins. From there, 
your career possibilities are unlimited. In the Canadian 
Forces, the different engineering discipline 
divided into 5 major classifications:

s are

4v|antime Engineering 
^Military Engineering
Land Ordnance Engineering
Aerospace Engineering
Electronic and Communications Engineering. to a worthwhile
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