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ECAPITAL CITY 0F ALBERTA
THE LATESI ABOUT EDMONTON

cona three miles away, it ensured educational im-
portance to the twin towns on the North Saskatche-
wan. It alreadv bas a population of twenty thous-
and, with fifty nýles of graded streets, three miles
of pavements, forty miles of water-mains, twelve
hundred and fifty telephones and four hundred
acres of city parks. Its bank clearings for January,
19o9, were one million'dollars in excess of those
for 1908. The gross postal revenue for 1908 is over
sixty thousand dollars. Its local land-titles office
shows a revenue for i908 nearly double that of
1907. The city assessment last year was twenty-
two and a half million dollars and the building per-
mits reaclxed two and a haif million. These statis-
tics will give some idea of the great city which is
beingý built up in the northern portion of the
promising province.

In the ma tter of coal supply, Edmonton lias
peculiar advantages which are flot possessed by
Moose Jaw, Saskatoon, Prince Albert and Regina.
It has an adequate supply of coal right at its door.
'Plie coal is a good quality of lignite and is used
for domestie as well as steam purposes. Its only
drawback is that when used by railway companies
the sparks from the engine 'live too, long, and in dry'
seasons are apt to start prairie lires.

In Edmonton there are fourteen coal companies
handling this coal, in Strathcona there are -three, in
Morinville there are two and in Namao there are
four. The total daily output of these four towns,
according to the officiai returus, is twelve hundred
and fifty tons. This is a valuable asset in a country
whidh bas tolerably severe winters and which hopes
ultimately'to be an industrial centre.

Edmonton also lias considerable advantage in
being a lumbering centre, a privilege which is denied
all other cities in the Central West, except Prince
Albert. Thle local milîs are now cutting about
fifteen million feet of lumbher annually, and in addi-
tion there is cut withîni a radius of one hundred
miles another ten mnilion f eet. The building condi-
tions are thus made tolerably easy and give the city
a considerable advantage in this respect. In addi-
tion, dlay, suitable for good brick, is found close
at hand, and the annual production of brick is
already over the twenty million mark. Indeed,
Edmonton brick is being shipped as far as Moose
Taw an~d Regina. The comblned value of the coal,
lumber, and brick output in Edmonton itself is
estimated at nine hundred thousand dollars annually
with a decided tendenicy to grow.

Like ail other towns in this Great West, Edmon-
ton is the centre of a good grain district. Although

there is a markcd tendency towards mixed farming,
yet there were produced within one hundred Miles
of Edmonton last year fine million bushels of oats,
two million bushels of wheat and ýone-haif million
busbels of barley. In the city itself there are two
flour milis with a daily capacity of five hundred
barrels, and in Strathcona there is one with a
capacity of one hundred barrels. Within a radius
of one hundred miles of Edmonton there are already
forty-seven grain elevators, with a total capacity of
nearly two million bushels.

As an index to the growth of mixed farming in
this district there has been established in' Edmon-
ton a meat packîng plant of considerable dimen-
sions. Last year fifty thousand head of cattle, hogs
and sheep were transformed into food within the
twin towns. This industry is expected to have a
very considerable effect upon the density of the
population throughout the district.

Undoubtedly, Ednionton's greatness depends up-
on the development of the country to the north and
west. The railway from Edmonton to Fort McMur-
ray and the Athabasca river will mun Vhrough three
hundred miles of fertile.country. Moreover, it will
conneet with Edmonton one of the largest systems
of waterways on the continent. This systemn is about
three thousand five hundred miles in length and
even now is traversed by twelve passenger and
traffic steamers. When the Canadian Northern and
the Grand Trunk Pacific pierce in a north-westerly
direction they will open up the famous Grand
Prairie and Peace River district, which is said to
cenain not le'ss than fifty thousand acres of excel-
1 nt land. 'The possibilities are sufficient to stir the
imagination and to arouse the enterprise of a much
more sluggish people than those who are making
the Edmonton district famous. The potential future
of the district is difficuflt of estimate. There are
other districts in the
Great West which
will hold their teem-
ing millions but cer-
tainly none excels
the Edmonton dis-
trict in possibilities,.

After lesa ühaii
haîf a ,century
of developmnent, it
possesses twenty -
two hotels, fourteen
banks, ten public
schools, one college,
twenty churches,
four hospitals and is
credited with an as-
sessed value of
nearly twenty-three
millions of dollars.. Empire, Block.


