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sehool books must be revised, inchidiutz those of the
drawing and writing books and other "extras' on the
aîuthorised list. In titis wnrk, the -Miniistry nit bie fair
to the autiiors andi Inblisliers, and x et se that the
p)ublic gets the best valuie obtainable.

Ail this is for the benefit nf the poorer classes oi the
cnxnmunity. Thei poorer a mina is, flic larger his iiil
as a ridle and the greater numiber of public sehool books
lie lias to buiy. In reducing the In-ice of public scliool
books, the Ontario M.%inistry is workiîtg to belli the mai
NNith the large fatnilv. If the tninistrY will go su far as
to supplv the more generaily used books at cost or frcet
to rural and \illage schonis, it wili bect.arrving- its re-
fonm a.long distance, but no farther titan it lias been
carried in Manitoba, ini the lcaduîg Ontario citics, antd
tn about twolthirds oi the United St ates . .Judging bN
the prescrit spirit ni the Ministry, it wili go as far as
the public will Iîîstify them -or as they think the nubie
eau bc induced to-justify thein.

C ANAI)I AN niewsp)apers hav e becît eensured pretty
freely nf late for dcx oting so icli space to the

Ilaywoocl trial and the Lux ing shootittg ca se itn the
South. This sort oft criticisuti ni the riewspapers is a

THEPUBICmatter ni regîtiar occ.urrence, anîd
TH PUBLICE breaks ont mhexteýýr anythîig un-

T A S T Eusuaîly revnlting is given to bte

public ait more than ordinary iengtb. What docs it
mean ? Lt means, in the last analysis, that thublic11)1
is cond<ciiiiing, witli more or less sincerity, its (>wfl de-
prax cd baste for the horrible, the baritarnus, the biiaéree,
the sensational, bte scaudaloîts, the disreputable, the im-
moral.

Newspaîîers, like ail otier tntîdiaile eniterprises wbiclb
depeud for their l)ro,,l)erity upon puîblic. patronage, arc
compelied to prox'ide what lthe public want or ceuse to,
exist. Lu doing titis they 1>ut reileet the pubîlic taste;
and to the exteut that they do ît suceessfully, tlicy oit-
tain suecess. There are tiiost who eontcuid that the
funebion ni a newspaper shoutif lie tn lcad, as mit as
po>ssib)le, in elcx'atiug bhe public taste and flot incrcly to
mirror it. With titis ethical1 ct.ntsideration wc are no.
concerued at the prescrit moment.

If the average man who censures the papers for pub-
lisbing this class of mnaterial is not sincere, and he wouid
probably bie the iirst to eomp>1ain if btc werc deprivefi of
bis daily grist of grisly details. Thei lact is, improving
the public taste is a matter for iudividtîal effort, and
cadi man who criticises will find witltin inîscîf lis se-
verest critic if hie faithfully auswers the question, "Do
you read it yourself?"

The public taste caunot bie elevated in commnitics-
from the outside. Good morals or ideais cannot ite
greatly sbimulated by legislation. No amout ni preacli-
iug or nîoralising irom press or pulpit wili accomplisii
it-unless it causes each man to think over btese things
for himself. Iîuman nature is responsible for depraved
taste in every community, and human nature cannot bie
improved in blocks, or I)v concession lines. The real
elevation of baste in any comrmunity or cotnttrv is that
which hegins with the indiviîthiti and works from the in-
side outwards.

M OST people, if asked whab was the greatest asset
of the Canadiait West woîîld îtnhesitabingly re-

ply, Thei wheat crnp. But is it ? An Ontario man who
has lately returned irom the West says its greatest as-

T H E W ES T',S set is that lb bas no history-aud
GREAEST SSET there is a great deal lu it. Carp-
GREAEST SSET ing enieis may sey that a nega-

tive asset is no asset ut aIl, but titis fine point is aside
fromn the question.

There is sncb a thing as having too rnuch past. A
country, like a mail, may have it, and sontetimes il is
very troublesome. Trhe worst feature about a past is
that it is often shady, and then ong bas to try anid live

il down, and that, 1in Ioutbt, is witat Serx ia and soine
otîters tliat we t.ould naine, arc trying to d10 at prescrut.
No past is so gond but whab it iniglit htave heut ietter,
tiierciore no past is btutter thun a past ni any kind, no
niatter 1mw got.>(. For titis reason the W~est is better
off titan înost other places lu Ctitada tniss it lie Ia
rador, Bafliîî's Island or the Copperînîne River district-
and ciglat ti ie thankfui for it.

Seriouslv speaking, tiiougii, tîtere is sut.h aî thiîîg as
too iutt.h tradition-ni a certain kind. Traditin, for
the putrit ses of tiîis classification, mav bc said to bu ni
txvo kinds-tic traîlititat wiie inspires be thte rconrd oi

thet. brin, andi wichi is ever thte eîteitiv to îîrogress.
Fortîts dea, at tite sptirit (il a noble tradition ts u
dyîtîg. Caîtadiaus bave iuitcrÎtedl both kinds ni tradi-
tions, and iii the older portions nf the country iii par-
tit.ular, are ton much griveti to rex ereut.iîîg ani p)erp)et î-

ating forlins, institutints, ceremoties, coux entions tue
sheillsitniuiv lccause titey itax c eeiî liaîded down to
uts fron a îîîisty and iiiuîsty pa.st. Let us t.hîerisli ail
ntoble traditionis, buat let us lie sure wc do nt v'cnerate
auy tradiltioni whiose sole coliiinrdatiou is its great age
an d aiit tq utated lorin

Thli Must is itot itatupcred by a pa;sb. O ut there titey
lix e more iii tlic precrint than thte past, and if they bail
traditions it îs ptossible titey woul< l ave to bc stond to
on1e side or luit iin the attie wviie the pteopîle harvested
the wlieat crop-aii of which is a gond 'tiîing for the
Wecst.

M AYORt EU(;EINlî E. SClILIVITZ of San Fraiu
cisco, couvieted of extortion, was senteneed last

Mouday to five vears in the peuitentiary. The nature of
public sentimient inay bc inferreci frnn the fut titat, ou

P>R OPE R L sentence beiîig pronounced, bhe

P U N 1 S H E D crowds in Judge I)uinc's court-
room luroke mbt ioud cheers. VFic

greut city oi the Goluden G;ate met with a disaster lu
April, igo6, such as stirred thte worid with compassion
and elicited practical aid iroin ail continents. But thte
worst focs of Sait Francisco were those oi lier own
household. Iearthquake andi lire are visitations but the
grait and plunder whieh show themseives lu hîgli places
arc a motral plugue inuci liarder bo mccl. The vcry
man who, above all others, shnîuld have stood for order
and justice, tusruef an enemy of most dangerous sort to
the eoi-uinitv and provcd himseif a ilackmailer and
extorbnist of t.igradcd typte. Sehmiti. was givet the
bigliest office iu the gif t of the citizens of San Francisco
but lie used his emînlîece ouiy for the most 'sordid per-
soual advautage. Even in the last extremity lic baid
flot the grace to be asliamcd but interrupted tbc judge
repeatedly bo piead that lic should nI bie itumiiiated
unuecessarily. Veriiy the skiun bbcth gralber is tender.
Il is to uc hoped that no petition sigued by a noble
army ni sentimentalists will lie pub in circulation, asking
that bhc termni ofimprisonment lie shorteucd. Sain Fran-
cîsco's cxtremîtv prox cd the mayor's opportunity ani
bis pîinisl ment is richIy deserved.

'Flere lias been a grnwing cynicisim in bbe United
Stabes, especiallv in the West, witli regard to legal of-
fenders ni high position, wbo have been ailegcd immune
se, iar as penal couseqîtenees are conccrnced. But the ne-
sentutent of an oxttraged people is almost as dangerous
as bbc rare iury ni a patient man, and Schmitz' ini-
quities hav'e aroîîsed a wholeceommuniby b the danger
ni aliowiug sucb criminals bo remain ut large. 'Fli
meanuess ni bis oflences lias been especially revolbing and
bbe crowd wouid have been lcss or more than human
bad it refrained irom. clieering when the man who bail
lurned public misiortunes mbt pnivale gain was finaliy
dismisscd to his fitbing spherc, "as a message to ail the
people in the City ni San Francisco Iliat law aud order
are supremne."


