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A Beaver Colony
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~-~TfflLEsaidhig for cut-lines and
vvoer&sas, recently in Central

Alberta,J came upon a smali col-
Ony of avers i a littie stream known as

''r6ptrs Creek," running, 1I believe inta
Mheedicine River." At this particular

place the creek runs parallel. with the
precipitous bank on the cast aide of the
great Saekatchewan River, not very f ar
away. is district bas a great deal of
mualkeg i it and is covered with a heavy

growt,<nsàt4chiefly of -epruce, jack-
pie and taaa, with patches of paplar
oh- the figher. grond here and there. Ini
the neighbýorhood of the colony the streamn
was bodredb mnàl1eaf paplare, and it
wa â ,yta h beavers used
ini the -constru1iuo their bouse anid
dams.

.Trapper's Creek, undeý normal condi-
1iong,-is - abut six feetw e varies from
one to.twa feet i depth and flows rather
swiftly. It is a proof of the intelli&enoe
of these animais to find that by placmg a
damnat acertain poit they ha succeeded
in making a po of an acre or more i
ares and from seven to iglit feet deep.
Alsé they lied taken ful advantage of the
natural conformationof the land and had
chosen the only'place in the iminediate
neighborhood where such a pool could be
made. ,'The main dam was about 1f t
y"rd long and' consisted of poplar bruih
and Isaplings, and on the upper ride the
nt.eratîces were fflled with mud, makng a
barrier through which very littie water
penetrated. Both above and below there
were severaîsmaler dams but these did
nat appear to serve an y effective p~oe,

Thpre was only one hoW or lode, and
this was i the large pool. It was built
of mud poplar brush and smail tree-trunks
up ta three or four iuches'in diameter and
had an under-water entranoe. The peak
waa fully *j feet above the surface and
the mneasurements on the water-line were
about fifteen, feet by twelve. Some Emali
wilçws were growing at one ide, but they
had probably been there before the house
wassstarted.

On the éast side where rnost of the pop-
lars were, trees were follcd in every direc-
tion, the largest being twelve inches ini
diameter at the.point where thoy wcre cujt
through. They were gnawod evenly on
al ides and then ailowed to fail whcre
chance willed, no effort apparently bcing
made ta, drop them where they could be
Most conveniently handred. The cuts
were made fromn twelve ta fifteen 'i nchea
fromn the ground and jhe&chips measured
about one inch ýy rwo and a haif. In
many cases the f ailen trees were complete-
Iy denudod of bark oven the smail branch-
es being tripped. Trocs intended for
use have ail the branches removed and are
cut into sections..from five ta eight feet

'th9~e banka of a p)ool.of this description
were, of course, elhelving, but in several
spots on the cast ide there was deep
water righit to the edge, apparently ex-
cavated by th animais themselves, and
paths up to the timber indicated that
these were the pla ces where the logs were

fioated. There wei!e xany éyergreeiis m
the vicinity, but only the poplars had been
touched.

In spite of the size of the large dam, I
do not think there were more than four
aduit beavers in the oolony. Owmfg ta
the amount of smail branches and twigs
lying everywhere, cut from thefallen trees,
a quiet approach was impossible and only
two of the animais were seen, although 1
epent many hours there on three consecu-
tive-days. One of them-Pwas among 'the
wiloôws in the pool and theother was swim-
ming near the dam. I "approached. as
quietly as possible -from the nortjh-east and
got quite cloïé ta the beaver ln th~e water.
It woz swirnming with only the top of the
head and baok above the surface-and
upon seelng me put its head down as if ta
dive, but came up for another look before
disappearing altogether. The weatber
was dufl and rain was falling at the time,
Bo that a photagraph was out of the ques-
tion. - 1

Even had a Suiiet approach been possible
it la doubtful if the animais would have
been about, for practicaily ail the tirne I
was there a pair of sinful Brewer black-
birds with yopng were uttering their'
plaintive alarm calis, warning every
creature in the neighborhood that danger
of some sort was near. On the eats'ide of
the stream I found a p air of Magnolia
Warblers and asor distance from thej

Part of the Beaver Pond from the Dam

At present, beavers are reeeivig ab-
ýlute protection, but I arn afraid that
"1~en the Eeason op eus ail these isolated
little colonies wiil b e wiped out. There
are several inmpecuniaus homesteaders
that I have met who are figuring upan
making a little haul as soan as the law

A Carner of tbe Beaver Pond

West bank,'in an opeiù spaco, there were
some rnighthiawks, but I did flot find any
nests. 1 also saw a Spruce Grouse with a
brood of chieks, and several others in the
treos. 1 had at least three intercsting
rodents ithin giunshot at anc timo-the
beavors, northein hares, and ied squirrels.
It is probable that the littie Chipn'unk
(Eutamias quadrivittatus neglectus) was
close also.

permits. 0f course, the peopIle are more
important than the animais but anc can-
not help feeling sorry ta think that probab-
Iy the only places whero these interesting
and intelligent radeuts wiil be found, will
be i the far north beyaud the bounds of
civilization, unlesasamething is quickly
doue ta prevont their absalute extermina-
tion in the Eettlod districts.

On my way to the littie town where I
was staying, I rode by a clearing on the
evening of 'the third day, where the lesser
Yeilowlegs were nesting. Apparently
some eggs had hatchcd, for a female flew
towardi me uttering a vcry 'plaintive
whistle. When quite close, she turned
and tried ta settle an thje w-ire straxid of a
fonce. The shape -of ber feet made this
difficult, sa, keeping ane foot upon the
wire, she droppcd the other upon thc rail
beneath-a rather odd-looking position-
kceping up lier mournuil cails unt il I was a
cansiderable'distance away. She vouid
Fave made. a beautiful picture, but being
short of plates, 1 hesitated ta risk -poiling
anc in the poubr liglit.

A few days later I visited some more
beaver colonies in small streanis about
thirty miles south of Tlrail)per'sCreek. Iu
several places lu this district, where for
anc reason or aflother, thc water had fallen,
aid grass-co\-cred dams w-ere used as foot-
paths acros-, narshy spots. B ain col,,-
menced vhile Iwas tIedvii in tijis part,
forcing nie to st ay for font- <Iavs in a Io,9
cabin, buit n iIdalie N1, 1)<:i k n eh
luin1ierja'1- %îlo :ctcd as Ili

Bilir îe \\as flot 1deit iful l Ili,:and the
only siXcies nef i(ed (l wertlie sIa te-
colored Junco, wvhite-tlihroait cd Sparrow,
lesser Yeilowlegs, M"iIson /Snipe, I3rcwer

Blackbfrd, ruffed Grouse, Amn#ican Rob-
in, Hoîbodil Grebe and American white-.
hcaded Eagle

While staying here, I wus told that,
isomq time aga, the beaver season in the
north was opened for about twenty days.
Toward the close of this period, some sur-
veyors encountered squaws on their way
ta a trading post with over five hundred
beaver skins. Obviously trappingbad
been going on ail the close seasa'n,
skins being kept until their sale was lavWZ
My host showed me a handsomne (s-lightlydmaged) cross4ox skin and aiso the bide

of a beautlfully marked, but rather smal
lynx.

John Joues on his Stenographer
With best of roasan dotes,

ýhe's the ouiy living person who
Wil take from him bis Notes!

The others demand Cash.

And for another.reason, too,
He swears that she is great,

Shc's the only woman in the world
To whom he dares dictate! -

He's mai ried.

MISCHIEF MAKER
Now Strong and Robust'

An aduit's food that can save a baby
proves itself te be nourisbing and easiiy
~digested and good for big and little
folks. A Brooklyn mnan says:

. When our baby was about eleven
n'onths aid he 'began ta grow thin and
pale. This was attributçd ta the heat
and the fact that bis teeth were corn-
ing, but, in reality, the poor little thing
was starving, bis inother's miIk not bcing
suf-cient nourishmen't.

"One dVa fter he had cried bitterly
for an hour, I lgsted tliat n'y wife
try him on Grape-Nuts. ýShe soaked
two 'teaspoonfuls ini haîf a cup of warif
water for 5 or 6 minutes. Then poureï
Off the liquid and te it added a like
amount of rich mnilk and a littie sugar.
This baby ate ravenously.

"It w-as not many days before he for-
got ail about being nursed, and has since
lived alimost exciusively on Grape-N\It.
To-day the boy is strong and robust, andt
as cute a mischief-maker as a thirtccfl
months aid baby is expected to be.

rUse this letter any way you -%ish,
for iny wife and I ean never praise Grape-
Nutts cnoughi after the brightness it bas
brouglitta aur hausehold."

Crape-Niif s is n'ot ade for a baby
food', but experience with tiiousais of
babies shows it ta he aimong the best,
if niot eitirily the best in use. Beîngr
a scientific preparation of Nattur- s
griniis, it is eq.ually effective as a body
,Md, brain builder fo growfl-IPS.

11heres a R ea.soln."
Naine tgiN-( ht Postutin Co., B:It Vi

Ever read the above letter? A flew
one appears from time ta time. 1TheY
are genuine, true and full of humafl
iiiterest.

'trecs Cut Down bY Beavera
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