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PEACE TALK 0F GERMAN ORIGIN.
Nothlng could Indicate more glainly the tact

that GerznnY1jas begun to reaizeithlngs as they
are than these skilfully planned outbreaks of
peace talk wherever 'in the world Gerrnany bas
friends or influence. These startlngs et discussion
are, of course, skillully directed German cam-
palgns, whelly German ln their enigin and de-
elgned solely te serve German purposes. More
than one et these outbreaks of peace talk lias oc-
curred ln the Unlted States, where there wlll be,
as the war' moves lrresistibly to its close ln Ger-
man deteat, many more cunnlng German moves
mnade in the hope ot serving German purposes.
The New York Tribune says wlsely:

"The Alies wiIl do well to Ignore any campaign on be-
liaif of peace which bas its centre ln thia countýy, whether

Noý fIcieai or unoffIcial. The German vote wiii be a factor lnNe next national campalgn. Every Germian Influence willlie exerted to put the Administration Into the breach to
beip aiong the peace mnovement. Let ail the A lIIed na-tions remnember that peace talk I America 1. German-procured, save for a littie honest paciflsmn, and let themn
act accordingiy."
The Allies 'are net talklng peac *e. They are flot
thlnklng peace. They are more detérmlned than
ever that G*rrnany mulst be declsively beaten, and
the world made secure agalnst another atternpt tomake the brute force etfrnlitary despotlsrn the
master ef human destlny.

THE! BENEWAL 0F TIIE VEAI.
What tales wlll be told et the deep snew and the

blecked roads and the general severlty et thewlnter et 1915-16; and liow It set ln early and tar-
iled late, we can imagine now, and shall hear lu
winters te cerne, and occaslonally witli corntor-
table zest ln the dog days et summer. But every
wlnter cornes te its end at last, even If semetirnes
a dlsagreet4bly lingering wlnter spoili the early
spring. The lelterlng chuliness niay figlit a rear-
guard action against the advanclng ferces ef
sprlng, but sprlng cannet be kept ftom coring
Into ber own; and though delaying, always wel-
corne, early or late. How welcorne, and liew fil-
ed witli promise!. "If Ged se clothe the grass et
the field, shalllie net mucli more cLotlie yeu, 0
y@ et little faitli." And as we pass !rom spring
Inte surnrer, the beauty et the werld assures us
that there Is beauty beyond eartli, that Ideals per-
sist, and that tlie lite et the spirit trauscends the
limitatiens et eartli's limitations.

.GOPHERS AND) "NATURE'S BALANCE."
An unusualiy vigorous campalgn against gep-

bers is being carried on this year threuglieut tlie
Prairie Provinces. It occurs te The Philosopher
te note, ln tliis cennectien, tliat the latest repert
et the Biolegical Survey brandi et the United
States Governrnent anneunces tliat tlie extermina-
tien et prairie degs threugliout large areas et the
Western States lias practically been cernpleted.
"Ninetr-ùne per cent et the prairie degs ln the
national torests et Colorado, New Mexico, Utahi
and Oklalioma have been destreyed; and active
campaîgns are still in progress in Arizona, New
Mexico, Monta2na and Soutli Dakota, and ln tlie
Rie Grande terest et Colorade." Tlie prairie dog
and the gepher are entirely different creatures, et
course. But tlie scientiste who have studied tlie
habits et botli anirnals are agreed that both can
be exterrnînated witliout any 111 results. Certain-
ly in' the case ot the gepher, whicli is a grain-
eater, there is ne reason te believe that Its exter-
mination weuld disturb "the balance et Nature"
ln any detrirnental way, as the destruction et
birds dees by protecting tlie bugs and beetles, filics
and moths and allowing thern te inerease and
multiply. Otèet the most striking cases et the
4lsturbance Cf "the balance et Nature" is afforded
bY the Island et Jamaîca, whicli was torrnerly in-
tested by snakes. The littie animal known as the
mongeose vas introduced tromn India te ilîl et the
snakes, and lie did It. Then lie teek an Interest
ln birds' eggs; and, ln tirne, the bîrds ln Jarnaica
began te decrease rnaterialîy. in number, and the
inseets began te Increase, until now one cannet
enter the woods et Jarnaica without being covered
with Wood ticks; and. ln the fields the lnsect
plagues are ne less troublesorne both te hurnan
beings and to the beasts. Stijl the sanies had'te
be got rid et la Jamaica. The gophers, tee, rmust
be got id et la this. country; but ne other crea-
turcs are being brouglit la te do IL. The disap-
pearance of the gephers would enly mean the sav-
ing of tlieliuge total arneunt et grain tliey eat.
USE 0F POISON GAS PILOTTE!) LONG BEFOBE.

RAND.
Convincing prooft tlat the introduction et blind-

ing and asphyxiating gases inte wartare by Ger-
miany was net the resuit et a violent impulse, but
Was deliberately plaaned beterehand, ia violation
eft the pledgc givea at the Hague Conterence
against barbarie devices (peiseneus gases being
specifically mentiened in the pledge) is flow
furnished by certain trade records. Asphyxiatiflg
and blinding gases are preduccd trom the highly
Poisonous seeds et the sabadilla plant, which
growvs la Venezuela. Th~ese seeds are of use in

ML. »-_ng certain dyes and Cisititectalits. Previous

The -Philephlm
te 1913 thene were smail ex'ponts et these seeds
trom Veuýzuela to Germany and te the Netlier-
lands, and te ne other ceuntnies -Neveýetere
1914 wene anùY-otlhese sdeedd seù7ni-o the United
States. In 1913, the yea.r betere the war began,
the experts et sabadîlla sceds te Germany Increas-
ed suddenîy te an enermous extent. Iu 1914 the
exportation. et tliernte the United States, unques-
tionably for re-expentatien te Germany, lilce the
lacreased quantities sent te the Netheriands. Al
this ls set forth lu the repert ot the United States
Consul at La Guayna. He mentions lu hie report
that tlie sabadilla seed la se viruiently peisenous
te the iungs and eyes that the men who gather the
plant and bandle the seede have te wear caretul-
ly censtnucted masks. Sabadilîs. seeds bave now
been made absoiuteiy> contraband by Great Bri-
tain. - The tacts and figures given te the worid la
the report et the United States Consul at Guayra
uncover the intamy et which Germany was guilty
In this deliberate vielatien net alone ef the dlc-
tates et humanity but et the explicit, definite
pledge given by that proteseediy clvilized and
Christian country.

THE! WAK AND) BRITAIN'S WEALTIL
The staternent made by Sir George Paleli, the

eminent Englisli financial autherity, that Great
Bitain lIornaintalnlng -ber productive -power and
addlug te ber wealth lu spite of the* war, bas been
the subJeet et a series et articles lu the New Yerk
Commercial. wbich bas analyzed the whole mat-
ter and arrlved at the cen~icuisin that Sir George
Palsh's statement le an lnÔd>toertible tnuth. In-
vestigation inte the details et the eubject bringe
eut the tact, as the New Yerk Commercial maies
plain, that the United States le paylug teil te
Great Britaîn for sblpplug tacîhities at the rate et
tuliy $600,000,000 a year; aud tbe total, Increase lu'
the earnings et Britishi ehipplug wae lu oxceeseet
$500,000,000 over the year betore, more than onehaIt et which came tnom United States Importera
and experters. German commerce aud German
sbIpplng on the bîgli seas have been wlped out.
BritishlipiD are now carnylng more than oee
hlaitoe the total et, the worid's oveseese trade at
shlpplng rates tbat are exceediugiy profitable ton
sbipowners. The shilpplngalone et Great Britaîn,
le makiug more. than eneugli profit te pay the ln-
tenest and previde a sinkiug fund sufficleut te re-
tire the huge aggregate et the British wan debt, as
It stands new.

WESTERN PROVINCES Eo-OPERATINr.
If the diffenence between the manklnd lu the

savage state and clvilized maukind bad te be lu-
dicated lu eue word, wbat word couid better lie
chosen than "Ce-operation"? The beglnnge et
mutual lielptulness were the beglnluge et buman
progres trom banbarlsm tewards cîvilîzation. And
civilization wiil net have reaiiy begun te realîze
lts poseibilities untîl "the farnlly et nations" lie-
cornes an actuallty. This la an Ideai that seeme
tan ahead as yet. But surely, [t there le a Divine
purpese lu the univeraq, mrnkind muet-be movlng
tewards the time wlien the enly war wti be the
war that ail nations wiii imite lu waging agaînat
tlie enemies et. alý-narnely, disease, Ignorance,
and the ether sources et evil lu the wenid. These
reflections may seem semewbat large lu their
scope lu companîson with what lias prompted
thern, that le te say, the aneuncement wbich The
Philosopher lias just read lu the newspapen that
the Goverumente et the tour Western Previnces
bave agreed te enter Inte a partnereblp arrange-
ment under wliich Manitoba wlll carry ou the edu-
cation et the deat mutes lu ail the four Provinces.
Saskatchewan the educatoxp et the bllnd. Alberta
the care et the teeble-minded, and British Colum-
bia the custody, et the lncurably Insane. F'rom
sucli co-eperation between Provinces te luke ce-,
operatien betweepi nations may seem a%~ advauce
se great as almâet te lie unthinkable. ManY
generatiens rnaY pas away betore It ls made, but
le it net lu the logical lineofe human pregnese Ce-
operation between nations'will begin te attalW an
approacl te tlie tull measure et ts pessblVclee.
Who can deubt that In that direction bumauity
muet move?

QUEER WAB SUGGESTIONS.
It was reported lu a London paper more than a

ycar ago that the suggestion had been made lu ail
serieusaes te tlie Adriraity bbr a retired ses cap-
tain that large numbens of pigeons snd ethen btrds
sliould lie tralned te regard the warships as their
borne, and should be ted grain eut et tunnels et
the same shape as peniscepes, se placed as te lie
just eut et the water-the ides belng tliat tbey
weuld floci te any German peniscope showing
itsecî, and would se serve as subinle detecters.
Needless te say, the suggestion was net taien
serieusly. There bave been countiese othen sug-
gestions,,naval and rnilitary, et varying degrees
et unpracticability or usetuinese. In the Miiitany
Gazette, a Canadian publication, the suggestion
was put torward a couple et weeks ago apparently
Ia ail serlouenese, that umbrelias be issued te the
Canadian troops. The suggestion la that e'ery,

Ca ian lu hai be provided with "a combina-tien pt swagger-stlck aud umbreila." The Vie-teria Coloe&ls moved te mlrth by4lile proposai,wbicb ;Itilastene te supplement. "Let every sol-dier's cap be provided wlth some littie arrange-ment nesernbling, but flot tee closeiy, the epie efa German helmet," sys the Colonist. "Into thîsthe swagger-etick-umbreia, mlgit lie screwed, andthus the arme et the soldier weuid lie ieft free.It migit lie possible te se treat tbe coverng etthe umbilla ae te maie it ehrapnei-pneef." Butsemebow tbe enly jokes about the wan wblc1ý
sound riglit are the joies that corne trorn thqfront, from the men lu the tnencbee--wbe, aiail tbe strain .and agouy, are by ne means withoithe relief affonded by blthe-hearted laughton.

WOIRL! LANGUAGES 0F THE FUTURE.
How the prevaience et the respective langge

lu tbe wenld wlll be affected by the resultiigetthwar le a question wbich was the lnterestlng theinef an able address glven a couple et weeku 55 oithe public echeel section et the OntarioEUduca-
tienal Association by Professer Croissant of théUniversity et Kansas. He sbowed how oach ofthéileadiug languages - Engileli, Fronci, Bpanlah,Ruessîs snd German-has progressed, by olthi,the number efthle people whoee mai 0ft oom.4munication oaci bas been at vanlous ttue ltIU.W'tory. Statistice prove that the Englh ag~gle at present speken lu the Intercourseofe OdIô~lite snd business by a larger number 'of Ploîtbau any other tengue, lucludlune t t re.~4wbole efthle British ÏEmpire, but aise the &ItStates. Tbe Ruoslan language, by thua test '.coin4second, foliowed by Frenchi, SpxIusu ad G :4naAs te the future, Professer Crossant pfeIofl alncreasing lead fer Enghisi, followed by 'Ieisl~Ho bases thIe forecast partly on the. 5lschanacter aud lie commercial enterpntse eftht~British peeple, wlth their freedom et Intefflesud their Immense carrylng trade; but partin~se0, on the tact, that as a speken language BugIlle learned by torelgue rs wlth comparatie
It any eue language le3 ontled to e e allot"4werld language" te-day it le Engllsh and 11dlaim to e no sedeeignatod will lie strengthene
more rapldly after the war than It bas evo eeýlu the paet. What Professer Croissant iays ajboi4the use ef learnlug Engileli, however, appliles onte It as a spoken language. It le eueetf te moiFdifficuit et languages for a beanner te wrIte on a41.count et Its errata spellung, whlch le, Indeed, àformidable obstacle te evercorne.

TII! DEFECT 0F TE.E QEEXN PEOPE.
The worid ah large bas liid abundant proot t~Immense numbens et German-Amerucans are ujable te grasp democratlc Ideas, sud lu thelr rmindsestill live under the flaig et autocratie mlle-tarlem sud personai governmet-hereditary sub-servience te which la se deepiy lmpianted lu theunast tonm part et their very nature, ef thoîr veryfleusuad biood. It le net a matter et conscieusreaaeuing wlth tbem; It le Instinctive. Theyfarthe descendants et many goneration. et Germaùs.sud they have the qualities they have Inherltôd.The laci et what Mathew Arnold caiied "clviccourage" (later 'wrlters term it "Politîcal Instinct"sud wo may give a more exteudod deflultlon ef Itliy saylug that It meaue the spirit et Indepeudence

sud self-government sud the prachical Instinct ne-cessany te the securlng sud the maintenance et solf-gevernment) le, lu reaihy, as apparent lu thèsepeople lu the Tjited States, who shape their thîni-lng sud feeling accendlng te the will ef the Hohen-zollern dynasty, as 1h le apparent lu tbe GermausIu Germauy, et whom Aithoif wrote: "W. Germans
are the mont iearned people lu the world, sud thelest soldiers, The greateet philosophera, thegreateet peete, the greateet musiclans are Ger-imana. We bave taken the terernôst place lu the na-tural sciences, and la almeet ail techlical
epheres, sud we bave achleved au enermeus lu-dustnil development.. And yet, strauge sud won-denful thiug, we Germans are poiiticaliy "'asses.Thene muet lie a weai spot somewbere." themuch-vaunted lutellectuai classes" lu GenmsuY
are the meet subsenvieut tois et the arrogant,
Pruselanlzed military eystem et abeolute rule. The
universlty protessors sud ail the teachers lu theupper educatiounal Institutions are Goverumeut
empleyees, helding commissions wbich carry wlthtbem social and clans pivileges, sud theY are an-
dent upholders et everythiug celnnected wihmili-
tarlsm and autecracy. They howl wlth the wolves.
For yeans the rnllitary caste bas been ierdlng 1h
arnegantiy; and lu the halla et iearuing, where
truili, humanity, tlieology and knewledge sbouid
neigu supreme, the doge et war have been baik-
ing. Materialisrn, rilitanism sud "malied flot"
have dominated the German mlnd-tbe ieanned
Germans as well as the unlearned--and the result
lise been the Incregse et thst deeply Impiantel,
liereditany deteet, the German lack et "civic
ceurage" sud oet "politlcal instiuct"-the Instinct
e self-government.
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