
le^. The alarm was raised. The house
.searched, but in vain. The gold hadT
Jlv disappeared. * ""wr^

Lllfco K-,«I'r^ ^"^ robbers b( n
fc the house while they were asleep'
WoJeJtiouse was man uproar. The sw'

9

i was saddled, and Baldwin set oflf ea 'o i-
detective Wilson. In his absence" {he

ZZflZ'^T\^i' """^ *^*«*^™« the foot-

V« frnn/^"^°°*'lPu'"*'° ^«^« discovered

^^to the lane, but he could trace them no

irk°''i*fT'**°''^««°»ont" to ac.

*f«
Melodmes of what had taken

i,i,w " entering, Arabella perceived
h.8 features that something was wrong
.other family were thrown iSto cons^ernfi
n. The family that had rejoiced with them

^nl^TT '""'T,^'
'^^^ condded wfthmm their loss Alf. even Jake, ventured

ith him to assist in the search. As they ar
ved. Baldwin and Wilson arrived also

^
Wson glanced around the apartment
7«« ™et BaWwin's

; but he had known
from^childhood, and could lay no susp7c

Everard was next in turn. He might sua-•thim. He was comparatively a strancer
,

s^^ry he had heard.^ut it m^ht beS
Jake came next. He received a more scrumng glance than the others. \^l8onTad
"IcLTnren^

*" *'° pegrorace,buU;ke
sucu an open expression, and looked so

.pie and good-natured that his very apnear^pronounced him innocent.
^ ^^ *

After \^ dson had enquired into the facts of
case and examined the footprints^ he and

D Zeres entered one of the rooms axid closed
e^nwhenthefollowingprivateconeiS?

I do not." was answered, firmly.
Have you any suspicion whatever of »nver party or parties ?" ^
1 liave not. ''

2fl'Jtf'^^^^'''i willing to leave the

1 wS^ *?u'°'*'
*° «««Pect whom I mayiwe, whether the same be friend or foe of

ffl'eWv' ^ ™"«V''^°''* = ^«*»* *he same
isLi--

^°" e^^pliatically. you need not
J^^aspiczon on any one in this house at pre

"Are you certain of Everard's innocence!

^i?J*\^''v''-
^'^ occupation or characterpnor to his Imng with you ? His story is iS

JZF'^f'.i''^ remember that in h?.;^
}^2 ?" ^'**^*'" ^" P^»««d in prison Sr^leged forgery Remember also, according to

hLl^f' 1 , ®i?
y"" ^h*t i* "' Mr. Seville.wehave to look sharp in these days ; somTof ourapparently best friends are at^helrtofr se-cret and vilest enemies "

'•AU very true. Mr. Wilson ; siIU I canhave no suspicion of Everard. You may sua"pecthim If you deem it proper, but 1^1" it

Mr Wilson expressed his thanks for theiberal inducement offered, and promised S
fcS°« "'^^"^ *^^* -"Id beTone t

wJ^odE'*'^''*''''''^ ^^^S ^"'^^d, the doorWM opened. Every eye was turned towardsthe detective as he came out of the rooS foraU^were eager to know what was next "t t
"Friends," he began. "I must acknowledgethere is mystery in this affair. One tffi!evident, the gold has disappeared wHl

This last clause was spoken with emphasis

means m my power to discover "
Once more the house was searched. Everynook examined evorw t^,,^i, j ^Y^^y

Three .months, passed by. Everard hAA

Detective Wilson had been on the alertever since, but had obtained no furtiier clul

LeVv 7ntT- ^' ^'^ ^"^^J^^d EveSdClosely, but to no more avail than that hi.

Zr'"!,%?.^^'" ""''^ Bomewhat Btrengfh!ened. and that merely by his deepond/nt an.


