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the Furs upon tluit Coaft, which might be vaftly incrcafctl, if the

Trade was hiid open and Settlements made in proper Places. He
fays when lie was at Churchill, he travelled a confiderablc Way
in the Country North-wcftward of the River of Seals ; that near

the Rivers and Sea-coaft, there was fmall Hirubby Woods, but for

many Miles, at leall: 60 farther into the Country, they had no-

thing but a barren white Mofs upon wliich the Rain-Deer feed,

and alfo the Mooft\ Buffalos, and other Deer ; and the Nativr"- »'>ld

him, further Weftward beyond that barren Country, ther 'JtM.

large Woods. He was acquainted, when there about fifteci t'.u a

ago, with an Indian Chief, who traded at Churchill, who ha».. jccii

often at a fine Copper Mine, which they ftruck off from the

Rocks with fliarp Stones ; he faid it was upon Iflands at tlie

Mouth of a River, and lay to the Northward of that Country

where they had no Night in Summer.
As to the Trade at Churchill it is increafing, it being at too

great a Diftance from the French for them to interfere in the

Trade. The Year 1742 it amounted to 20,000 Beavers : There
were about 100 Upland Indians came in their Canoes to trade,

and about 200 Northern Indians, who brought their Furs and
Peltry upon Sledges j fome of them came down the River oi Seals

^

1 5 Leagues Northward of Churchill, in Canoes, and brought their

Furs from thence by Land. They have no Beavers to Northward
of Churchill, t' cy not having there fuch Ponds or Woods as they

choofe or feed upon, but they have great Numbers of Martins,

Foxes, Bears, Rain-Deer, Buffalos, \Volves, and other Beafts of

rich Furs, the Country being moftly rocky, and covered with a

white Mofs upon wliich the Rain-Deer or Cariboux feed. There
is a great deal of fmall Wood of the Spruce or Fir Kind near the

old Fadtory, but the Wood improves as it is further up the River

fiom the Bay, where they have Juniper, Birch and Poplar, and

more Southerly the Timber is larger, and there are greater Va-
riety of Trees. They are under great Inconveniencies at the new
Fort, which is upon an elevated Situation upon a Rock without

Shelter, clofe by the Shore, furrounded with Snow and Ice for

eight Months in the Year, expofed to all the Winds and Storms

that happen, where they can have no Conveniency of Grafs or

Hay or Gardening, and yet they had four or five Horfcs there,

and a Bull and two Cows near the Fadory ; but they were obliged

to
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